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COTTON AND ITS PRICE

Relation of Great Crop to World
¢ Civilization

WEALTH FOR ALL BET PRODUCER

Interesting and Instructive Presenta-
tion of a Most Familiar Subject by a
Writer Who Understands and Knows

- How to Make Himself Understood.
It is a pity that men professing or-

- dinary intelligence should undertake to
discuss matters pertalning to the
south, or for that matter to any sec-
tion, of which they are as ignorant as

Germany is,of honor and mopality.

The disposition of some people to talk

learnedly about thinfs of which their
i is so d that it is almost

impenetrable is illustrated in a week-
ly circular of W. J. Woolman & Co.,
" members of the New York stock ex-
change, who undertake to tell the
gouth what it should do fn regard to
cotton from the question of how to
graweottonlohowtohandleit. One
statement, which Is typical of most of
financial

this amazing review, is the
following:

“The amount that the south wastes
annually in the handling of the cot-
ton crop is r than. the total of
dividends* out on all the railroads

st these modern Improv
and clung to ancient methods.”

1t will be news to the cotton ginners
of the south and to the income tax
forces o;tq_tho country that the costof
cotton ginning runs far intg the hun-
dreds of millions every year. In-
deed this remarkable statement says
that “hundreds of millions” could be
saved annually by greater density of
compression. It is scarcely conceivable
that an office boy, able to write his
name, could have been guilty of put-
ting forth such asinine statements.

Density of compression at the gins
is important. Better baling and bet-
ter handling are of great importance,
but the utmost amount . that anyone
has yet which could be saved
by this lmpmwd}utem is from $50,-
000,000 to $60,000,000 a year. That is
a very big item, but it is far and
away behind the $342,000,000 which
.this bankers' circular mentions. Since,
according to Woolman & Co., density
of compression would annually “save
hundreds of millions,” we are wonder-
ing just how many hundreds of mil-
lions these bankers-have been figuring
on as possible to be saved—certainly
far more than the $842,000,000 which
they have mentioned as below the sav-
ng that could be ‘effected each year.

Possibly these bankers, whose density
of ignorance aboutcotton is far great-
er than the density of the most den-
sely compressed cotton bales, are not
aware of the fact that leaders in the
south have for years soughf to bring
about better compression of cotton
but that the railroads of this section,
owned and dominated almost entirely
in New York and either owning or
domnat:ng many of the compresses
in the south, have in many cases ag-
gressively sought to prevent the bet-
terment of cotton baling. They have
refused in times past to glve a bet-
ter rate for properly compressed cot-
ton than for badly baled cotton, though
they would-carry far more of the better

compressed bales te a car than they ;

could of the present badly baled cot-
tcn. Many vears ago, when the rourd
bale was being introduced, the entirc
cotton-handling system of the south
could have been changed .if the rail-
roads had not agaressively fought'
against giving any advantage what-
ever to the improved bale as com-
pared ‘with the old bale. Steamship
companies doing the world's trade werc
willing to give better. freight rates, but
-the railroads in the south, owned and
controlled Iin “New York, were not as
ready to help better baling of cotton
in the south as were the steamship
companies which were owned in Eng-
land. Moreover, this banking bhouse
is probably ignorant of the fact that a
large proportion of the big cotton
compresses in the south were owned
or controlled, directly or indirectly, hy
New York cotton firms who had such
a power in the cotton trade that they
joined in the campaizn against better
baling, and through their financial
strength were able to break nearly
every effort made for jmproving the
cotton-handling system of the south.

In spite of these facts, this firm criti-
cises the south as having stubbornly
set its facoe against modern improve-
ments in cotton handling. 1 should
have known that every effort to really
macdernize cotton uandling has almost
died a-borning because of the power of
the vested interests in railroads and
cotton compresses dominated in the
city of New York.

The same circular says:

“All true friends of the south, and
we claim a place among them, will
question tHe wisdom of the movement
to bring about a reduction in acreage
for the purpose of causing or main-
taining high prices for cotton.” *

We take it for granted that the mil-
lions of people in the south who were
born in this section, of parents who
were born here, and who have been
the backbone of southern {ife during
all the past, would ordinarily be count-
ed as “true friends of the south.” But,
according to this oracle, none of these
people are “true friends of the south”
if they seek to bring about a redhc-
tion in cotton acreage for the purpose
of maintaining higher prices for cot-
ton. Referring to this work, the cir-
cular-letter says:

“It is S&hort-sizhted-policy, and if

ey continued will threaten the supremacy
of this country as the great source of
cotton supply. We are entering upon
a new era in world development, and
the south is going to have competition
which it never ‘before had to fage if
prices are kept at a level that offers
inducements for the openinz up of
new fields.” s

This argument is just about one hun-
dred years old, and with age has
grown steadily weaker. It is hoary
and gray-headed. It did service intle
British Parliament a hundred vears
ago and has been doing service ever
since. But there are a few points
which should be considered.

There is nodivine command resting

upon the south to raise cotton, either
for the purpose of maintaining the
supremacy of this couatry in cotton
trade or for clothing the world. There
is no divine command which, says that
the western farmer who can make
money in raising corn shall be compel-
led to raise wheat for the purpose of
feeding the world. No moral respon-
sibility whatsoever rests upon the
farmer to raise any crop except that
which pays him best. If the south can
raise cotton, he would be a fool indeed
who would insist that the south owed
it to the world to raise cotton. There
‘'may be some people in the world
whose minds are thus flabby, but no
intelligent man could for a moment
take that ground.

There is no obligation upon the south
‘to raise cotton merely to maintain the
supremacy of this country in the cot-
ton trade of the world. If other coun-
itrles can raise cotton by means of
the cheap labor in Chira and India or
"Ezypt, at a lower cost than the south
can raise it, there is ni earthly reason
‘which compels the south to sacrifice
its people in order to produce cotton
‘at the starvation wages which are paid
'to the cotton growers of India and
'Egypt and China. So long as the south
can raise cotton profitably to Iitself,
after having paid a geod living rate
of wages to every cotton laborer, and
after having banished from the
‘cotton fleld every woman who should
be at home and every child who should
be at school, whether thev be white
or black, then it can profitably and
wisely keep on growing cotton. But
if the people of the south can find
more profitable employment in doing
something else than in raising cotton,
then it is their bounden duty to do the
work which pays the largest profif]
and gives the best living conditions.
If the world cannot get its cotton ex-
‘cept from the south, then it is abso-
lutely necessary for the world to pay
a price which will bring prosperity to
the cotton growers and lift the rate
'of wages in the south in thé cotton
‘fields and from that on to the factory
and Into every avenué of work to a
parity of wagces in other sections.

The statement quoted from this
'banking circular are indicative of the
density of ignorance which prevails
1h other sections about cotton growing
‘n the south, For one hundred years
‘the south has been misrepresented by
the cotton speculators and the cotton
handlers of the world. It has been
misrepresented by officials of the
United States government and in for-
‘mer years by officials of the British

iclals of every other European govern-
ment. The whole theoty of the cot-
ton buyers of the world kas been to hold
the cotton growers in economic slavery,
sating far less as to the poverty and
‘the illiteracy entailed upon the south
by low-priced cotton rham they cared
for the slavery of the black man prior
to 1860. _ vras o e f bl

At that time the Abolitionists of the
north and of Europe were bitterly as-
'sailing slavery Iin the south. * The
‘moral forces of the world were against
‘slavery, and very wisely, for the bene-
it of the world and for the south es-
pecially, slavery was destroyed so far
as physicial slavery to the black man
was concerned; but the very. same
forces which then broke the chains of
‘physical slavery have 40 a large ex-
tent ever since been forging with all
their power the chains of a more
damning slavery of the negro and of
the white man In the effort to keep
cotton at a price which would hold in
desperate poverty in every sense the
cotton laborers and the cotton of the
south. .

Holding monopoly of this great
staple, the south should have become
enormously wealthy, and its cotton
growers and workers should have been
the richest agricultural people inthe
‘world, but low-priced cotton has kept
‘them under the pall of poverty.

The importance of cotton to Ebhe
world is very clearly stated In an ar-
ticle by Mr. William Whittam, for-
merly speclal agent in Great Britain
of the United States department of
'commerce and lonZ intimately ac-
‘quainted with the cotton trade, pub-
lished in the New York Tribune. In
‘the course of his article dealing with
the question of cotton and its relation
to world affairs, and especially as to
whether Germany shall be allowed to
‘have cotton or not, Mr. Whittam sald:

“The world has now-to face the task
of getting back to normal again, and
in that enterprise cotton will be one
of the raw materials of major impor-
tance. Few realize the significance of
ecotton in the sphere of human activi-
ties, It concerns every human being.
It meets man at the cradle and goes
with him to the grave. The fibre also
forms the scanty clothing of hundreds
of millions of the poorest people of
the world, Cotton is vital to industry.
There is no substitute for it. And
Americans should remember that the
!{fnued States produces the larger part
of the world’'s supply.

“With the single exception of food-
stuffs, no other product of the soll is
g0 necessary to ciwilized human cxist-
ence. Its use in the every-day life of
mankind may be measured by the fact
that a year or two before the war,
taking into account the commodities
handled in international trade, exports
and imports from all countries, cotton
ranked first with a value of $1,127.-
000,000, wheat coming second, with a
value of $774,000,000."

These statements of Mr. Whittam as
to the value of cotton to the world are
trite sayings, fully understood by the
‘businesy men of the world. They know
that cotton is a product which cannot
be supplanted by any other fiber.
They know that our commerce de-
pends upon cotton;that Great  Prit-
ain’s vast manufacturing interests are
largely dependent upon cotton for
their existence. They know that the
wealth of New England was largely
created by the manufacture of south-
ern cotton.

Wealth untold for the benefit of the
world has been created py the south's
cotton, but the south has not secured
that wealth. The south has simply
been the “hewer of wood and the
drawer of water” in the world’s cotton

e

trade.
The world will require an ever-in-

creasing supply of cotton Much of the
world is almost bare of cotton goods,
as it is of foodstuffs. Long before the
war there had been a rapid annual
iferease ° in the world's demand for
cotton. This will go on at an acceler-
ating rate just as soon as the world
gets back to normal business condi-
tions. At that time the south should
be able to produce at a profit to itself
the amount of cotton sufficient to meet

fgovernment, and probably by the offi- |,
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the world's increasing needs. But it
cannot do this, it should not do it, and
it will not’do it, nor even try to do it,
except on a basis of p}oﬂt which will
bring to the agricultural interests of
the south a prosperity equally as great
as the prosperity of the grain-growing
sections of the west. The south should
not attempt to produce this increased
supply of cotton ¢xcept on a basis of
price which will completely change its
economic life, which will give to its
farm laborers and to its tenant farm-
ers a living wage of income without
the necessity of -eking out a scanty
existence based on the work of women
and children in the cotton flelds. Fhis
is the gfeat sconomic and moral issue
before the south, It is economic be-
cause it means the question of poverty
or prosperity for a very large propor-
tion of the people of the south. It is
a great moral and educational issue,
because it means the education or the
continued illiteracy of a very largd
proportion of the poorer classes of the
south.

Theman who opposes the higher
range of prices for southern cotton,
which would completely change the
economic and educational life of this
section, is deliberately working for hu-
man slavery, more galling, -more de-
gradinz, to the poorer classes, white
and black, of -the south than was the
slavery of ante-bellum days.

He who wants to place himself on
the side of poverty and against educa-
tional development should favor a low
price for cotton. All others will favor
a profitably high price.

For many years the Manufacturers
Record has taken the ground that the
south would be infinitely better off if it
had never raised a bale of cotton. Un-
der that condition its agriculture
would have been diversified and it
would be far richer than it is today,
and slavery would never have been
tied so tightly around the neck of the
south. Today the south can discon-
tinue raising cotton and turn to diver-
sified agriculture with far less loss to
itself than would be the loss to the
rest of the world. If the world wants
the south to raise cotton, it must pay
a profitable living price. - ~ 3

/GOVERNMENT COST ESTIMATES

interesting Figures as to the Expense
= of Producing Cotton.

In a recent statement on the cot-
ton situation=Col. Clarence Ousley, as-
sistant secretary of agriculture, used
the following interesting comparative
data on the price of cotton.

“There has been much ignorance in
‘regard to cotton prices. It will sur-
prise many people to read the follow-
ing figures. The price of -cotton on
the farm on April 1, 1914, was 11.9
cents & pound, and on April 1, 1919,
24.5 cents a pound, or an increase of
I206 per cent. The price of wheat an
‘April 1, 1914, was 84.2 cents a bushel,

land on April 1, 19202142 cents_a}

‘bushel, or an advance of 259 per cent.
"The price of hogs on the farm April 1,
1914, was 7.8 cents a pound, and on
fApril 1, 1919, 1613 cents & pound, or
an average of 205 per cent. The whole-
sdle price of cotton goods, according to
‘Bradstreet's, on April 1, 1914, was 365-8
lcents a yard for print cloths 64's Bos-
ton, and on April 1, 1919, 7 1-4 cents a
yard, an advance of 200 per cent, and
of staple ginghams April 1, 1914, 6}
cents a yard, and on April 1, 1919, 17}
cents, an advance of 280 per cent, or
an average advance for these two
classes of staple goeds of 240 per cent.

«While the cost of producing cot-
ton under present clrcumstances has
not been completely calculated for
‘each region of the cotton belt, depend-
able estimates have been made in sev-
eral regions, and at the present price
of 24.5 cents to the farmer cotton af-
fords but little, If_smy,.proﬂt. If the
crop of 1918 should exceed consump-
tion by a million or two bales and add
to the carry-over that much more, the
probability is that cotton would decline
considerably below the cost of produc-
tion. That is why cotton farmers are
solicitous and bankers and merchants
in the cotton belt who are carrying cot-
ton on a credit basis quite above pres-
ent quotations are taking thought of
‘the value of their assets as they will
‘necessarily be affected immediately by
the acreage and later by the yield of
1919." 2

NO USE KICKING.

—

Maximilian Hardin Has Correct Un-
derstanding of Situation.
Maximilian Hardin in the latest
number of Die Zukunft recalls the be-
havior of victorious Germany in 1871
and the heavy yoke that Bismarck
placed on France in connection with
the present situation and the tactics

of the German political leaders,

“In 1871 at-the time of the peace
pourparlers,” he writes, “Jules Favre,
annoyed, slightly raised his volce, Bis-
marck then began to speak in German,
although he was perfectly aware that
Favre did not know a word of German.
When some wonder was manifested at
his behavior, the Chancellor declared
that threre was no need for him to be-
have more politely than the French
plenipotc-ntiariendld. When asked what
attitude Germany would adopt in case
of a French refusal to sign the treaty,
Bismarck replied:

wawe will continue to occupy the
forts, The armistice is not likely to be
prolonged, and in any case we will lock
up Paris more tightly than before.
Our measures will prove efficlent when
the French feel the pangs of hunger;
in the meantime we will ask for their
arms and their guns. Let them cry if
they like; they will at last realize how
ridiculous it is to make formidable
threats, which it is impossible to car-
ry out, to a victorious enemy.’

“In 1918 the situation is the same for
the Germans, and the Iron Chancellor
would think that we were threatening
too much. From the beginning the
Woeimar Assembly has declared that
our opponent has adopted an impud-
ent attitude.

“py. Dernburg recently made threats
azain in the Tageblatt. He also sald,

according to the formula of Karolyi,
that if Germany did not obtain the
peace she had a right to, she would

open her gates wide to Bolshevism.
IFor the present, let us be content, ir
the honorable deputy opens wide to
us the gates of the splendid villa he
possesses at Grunewald.”

State Board of Medical Examiners.
—Governor Cooper has named new
members of the board of medical ex-
aminers, as required by law. The
board now consists of:

Third district-—Dr.
ama Run, reappointed.

The district—Dr.
Williamston.

Fourth district—Dr. Baxter Haynes,
Spartanburg.

HF![th district—Dr. J. R. Miller, Rock

ill.

Seventh district—Dr. J. H. Taylor,
Columbia,

Frank TLander,

Frank Lander,

“BIG” PERCY GEORGE. S

Dillon County Farmer Who Is Making
Good.
I

The following from a receént Issue
of the Country Gentleman, published
by the Curtis Publishing Co., of Phil-
adelphia, will be of interest to the
many friends of Percy George, a well-
khown and progressive Dillon county
farmer, says the Dillon Herald of last
week, .

“When he was in school at the
state agricultural college at Clemson
they called him Big George, for he
was a 200-pounder and was a power
on a famous champion football team.
He gets his mail addressed to P. A
George, and he lives near Latta, which
happens to be in Dillon county, South
Carolina, which in turn happens to be
in the Great Pee Dee cotton section,
a region of big fertilizer bills and big-
ger cotton yields. But this same P. A.
George plays his farming game just
as enthusiastically with the velvet
bean as Hls center of interest as he
uged to play football with his all cen-
tered in the pigskin sphere.

Mr. George was born with a fond-
ness for cattle and other living things;
he, achleved a cotton farm which had
a big thirst for fertilizers; and he had
velvet beans thrust upon him as-the
best means to making more fertility,
to grow more cotton, to make more
money, to buy more cattle,. HeoZce his
nickname, and hence this story. ;

When we asked Mr. George about
his “velvet beans and his cattle, he
smiled quletly and led up straight to
a big lot where stood six great stacks?
of hay. 2

“See that? he Baid. ‘That's a milk

and butter and beef contraption. It
beats your silo. When I have gather-
od the corn I cut the velvet bean hay,
cornstalks, beans and all, and haul it
to these stacks. Each one contains
twelve to fifteen tons, and the six will
feed my sixty Hereford cattle at least
sixty days in the winter time.
' “Feed it to them? No; this is a self-
feeding proposition. The cattle eat
round and round these stacks, two and
a half hours a day by the watch, un-
til they eat them up early.in the
spring. Then they go to my Pee Dee
river swamp pasture.

Mr. George and his brother-in-law
T. E. Berry, have a large river swamp
pasture leased for a long term ‘of
years, and together they keep more
than a hundred head of cattle. They
own jointly five pure bred Hereford
bulls, and fhey are rapidly grading up
fine herds with a high class of grade
heifers, v 1

As we walked among the pretty ani-
mals grazing in velvet-bean ~corn
flelds, Velvet Bean George told us
gsome interesting yarns about profits
made on buying milch cows and, heif-
ers and selling fresh cows and the
calves from the breeding with his
pure_bred bulls. Buf as . BAYB,
that is another story. This is meant
to be a story of velvet beans and Here-
ford cattle, and some cotton for good
measure.

Mr! George plants his corn in five-
and & half foot rows, twenty-three
inches .apart on the row, with velvet
beans In between the corn on the
corn row. Then he plants two rows
of cow peas between each two Tows
of corn, and you ought to see that
jungle of growth in late summer or
early fall. He uses the Osceola bean
because it sheds its foliage early and
~ives him a better chance to gather
the corn before he is ready to turn
cattle and hogs into graze.

The livestock, which has been in
the river swamp pasture smce early
March, are put on the cornflelds to
graze about the middle of October.
They get their sole feed there until
Christmas, when, as a sort of Chris-
mas dinner favor they are put into
the lots where the self-feeder stacks
have been made ready by cutting the
velvet bean -hay from some of the
cornfields. Coming from the pasture
in fair condition, the stock pick up
flesh decidedly during the two and a
half months of grazing on the fields.
So you see, they feed  themselves
‘cafeteria style ,the year round. Velvet
beans are one thing that a cow will
pick up off the ground and eat even
after they have lain there for weeks
and months. Great labor-savinZ
scheme, eh?

But what about manure and the cot-
ton, you ask.
much, for, of course, there are tons
of manure in the stables and lots, and
other tons on the grazing fields, and
equally, of course, cotton gets the
benefits. But George Isn’t cotton
crazy.

‘Blame cotton!” he said to me. "It
I had a little more money I wouldn't
plant any cotton at all. As it is, T
never plant more than ten or twelve
acres to the plow.

“On one field of twenty acres I gath-
ered last year twenty-one and a half

'bales—say, old man, you are notone

of these income tax fellows, are you?
1 put three tons of manure per acre
on the land and just a little nitrate as
a top dressing. It beats your high
priced commercial fertilizer, to say
nothing of what I make on my sales
of livestock.” '

Labor Gets Great Uplift.—President
Wilson cabled Secretary Tumulty that
in his opinion the labor program
adopted as part of the treaty of peace
veonstitutes one of the most import-
ant achievements of the new day in
which the interests of labor are to be
gystematically and intelligently safe-
guarded and promoted.”

Mr. Wilson said that ke personally
regerded the labor program as one
of the most gratifying achiev.ments
of the conference and believed no oth-
er single thing done would help more
to  stabilize conditions of labor,
throughout the world and ultimately
“relieve the unhappy conditions which
in too many places have prevailed.”

The message was made public at
the white house as follows:

“The labor prograum which the con-
ference of peace has adopted as part
of the peace treaty constitutes one of
the most important achlevements of
the new day in which the interecsts of
labor are to be systematically and
intelligently safeguarded and promot-
ed. Amidst the multitude- of ether
intercsts, this great step forwerd is apt
to be overlooked and yet no other
single thing that has been done will

Well, no need to say|

labor throughout the world and ulti-
mately relieve the unhappy conditions,
which .in too many places have pre-
vailed. . .

“Personally I regard this as one of
the most gratifying achlevements of
the conference.”

"YHE PORT OF FIUME
. A

Important Adriatic City on Which Ital-
ians Have Set Their Ciaims.

“If Trieste was the Bremen of Aus-
tria, Flume was the Hamburg of the
‘Hungarian kinzdom a close rival for
thegbrisk Adriatic trade of the period
betore the war,' sald a bulletin of the
‘Natjonal Geographic soclety.

ne bulletin on Fiume is the third
in a series of geographic news bille-
tins dealing with places of the for-
mer dual empire which may fall either
to Italy or to the Jugo-Slav natlon.

*Fiume is another of those foot-
holds on the eastern Adriatic—where
Italians clung fast despite thz steady
Influx of Slavs in the interior, and
in this case even into Fiume Itself.

Raljan culture, it figured - as a po-
tent Slav factor in the turmoll of Bal-
kan politics, and it felt strongly the
influence of Hungary upon its thriving
industries and fast growing commerce.

“Magyar gerrymandering caused it
to “be annexed to Hungary in 1870,
despite the protest of Croatia to which
it had belonged since the revolution
of 1848-49. Tender consideration for
its value as a seaport, rather than for
its citizens, prompted its establishment
bas @ royal free town, making it a ge-
ographical slice of about seven square
miles cut out of Croatia.

“Despite the Hungarian interest in
the city its pre-war population was|
80 per cent Italian and Slav, with the
Italians slightly predominant.. Only
about half the remaining tenth were
Hungarians, The BSlave' Included
Croats, Serbs and Slovenes. As im-
portant to Hungary as are New York
or Boston tothe United States, Fiume's
total population is not much greater
tha.p such suburbs of those Ameri-
e ports as East Orange, N. J., or
Brckton, Mass.

ume 4s situated on the north-
. shores of the Gulf of Quarnero,
only 70 miles, by rail, south: of its
t.rnxe rival, Trieste. Acron:e!t;e bay
is the popular summer resort. Ab-
bazid, famed Tor its evergreen laurel
and profusion of roses to which tens of
thousands: of visitors formerly throng-
ed each summer..

“The older town, distinctively Ital-
fan, is built on the hillside, overlook-
ing the zulf. The newer city les
nearer the waterfront. There are three
harbors. The largest, accommodating
150 svessels, is protected by a break-
water a mile long. The quay Is
nearly two miles long.

“Before the war Flume manufac-
g plants included a government
tobacco factory, the Whitehead- tor-
pedo works, a rice shelling factory,
‘a petroleum refinery, and many small-
er plants, among which were sawmills
and paper-mills, Its fisheries consti-
‘tuted an important industry. It ex-
iported sugar, grain, flour, horses and
timber. |

“Fiume had a governor, who was &
'member of the upper -house of the
Hungarian parliament, four represen-
ltatives in’ the lower house, and two
irepresentatives in the diet of the Cro-
tatians and Slovenes. 3\

b “Originating in Roman times, Fiume
twas destroyed by Charlemagne in 799.
iThe Franks ruled it for a considerable
'period. Then it passed to feudal lords
until the Emperor Frederick III made
it a part of Austria.
| whis emperor, who was Frederick
V, as ‘archduke of Austria, was the son
of Ernest, the ‘man of iron’ and Cym-
burga, a Polish woman, from whom
the Hapsburgs re" thought to have
inherited the protruding lower lip
which sometimies became a disfigure-
ment. His long and inconsequential
reign ‘Is recalled chiefly because he
puzzled lexicographers by leaving on
'his books, pottery, and having inscrib-
ied on his tomb, the initials ‘A. E. L. O.
U.' a promissory note of future Aus-
trian greatpess which Frederick did
little to realize. The most generally
‘accepted explanation is that the ini-
tals stood for the Latin, ‘Austriae Est
ifmperari Orbi Universo,’ meaning, ‘Al
the earth is subject to Austria.’
wCharles’ Vé proclaimed Fiume &
tree port. Maria Theresa first united
it with Hungary. Successively oc-
cupled by the French and British it
reverted to Austria and later was re-
stored to Hungary before it was ceded
to Croatia.'

International Naval Police.—A large
paval international police force will be
necessary under the league of nations
plan immediately after peace is de-
clared, in the opinion of Josephus
Daniels, ‘American secretary of the
navy, and one of the objects of his trip
abroad is to discuss with the admiral-
ties of Italy, France and England some
details as to this force, particularly
the types of vessels desirable-

“The desire of conquest may still

linger in hearts of some nations af-
ter peace,” sald Secretary Daniels,
#and such nations must be shown that
it would be unprofitable to attempt to
accomplish those desires."
* As the league of nations becomes
established, Secretary Daniels added
the naval police force would cer-
tainly be decreased in proportion to
the strength of the league.

The secretary has just returncd from
a visit to the Interned German battle
fleet at Scapaflow. He declined to
express an opinion as to the disposi-
tion of these German warships.

Tax on Jill’lﬂyl.-——TSIl—Cﬂbﬁ. “jitney
busses” and other passenger automo-

biles operated for hire, are subject to
special government taxes under re-
gulations just fssued by the inter-
nal revenue bureau interpeting the
provision of the revenue act. An au-
tomobile with a seating capacity with
from three to seven Is taxed $10 a
vear, and busses capable of carrying
more than seven are taxed $20. Two
passenger cars are exempt.

The regulations provide that “bus
lines, automobile stages and ‘jutneys’
operating over regular routes” and
cars operated by sight seelng compa-
nies are liable to these taxes. The
tax is assessed against the car and
not the owner, so that if a man sells a
car, he may not transfer the tax to
another car. .

This tax becomes effective January

Thus the city bears evidence of early}

|'to be zoing well with my plan I stum-

ARE GOOD FLOOR SCRUBBERS

Use of Argonne Heroes at the Pea
Conference :

ALSO CLEAN THE SILVER SPITTOONS

Here is a Strange Story That Will Not
Set Very Well on the Democratic
Americans Back Home—Not Much
Honor to Our Boys in Making Them
Do Work That Would Be Bettsr

Suited to German Prisoners.

A former doughboy, now acting as
special Paris correspondentfor the Se-
attle Post-Intelligencer, in a recent ar-
ticle says that many American soldiers
'are now cleaning cuspldors and per-
forming other similar stunts for the
members of the peace confercnce. He
'‘explains that this doubtful honor has
been thrust upon.them as an alleged
reward for their heroie conduct on the
‘fleld of battle. The article In question
ie said to have no political siznificance,

being. written, by the correspondent—a
Democrat, by the way—merely as a
part of his day’s work in furnishing
f-hl.s paper information as to what is
'taking place where the struggle to es-
tablish peace is golng on. The story
follows: ; :

Pursuing my back-stairs studies of
the peace - conference last night, I
sneaked Into the alley entrance of the
_Hotel Crillon, which is the headquar-
ters of the American peace delegation,
and, turning a dark corner in the

was about to climb into.a dumb-walt-
er in which ¥ could elude the plain-
clothes forces and get te the third floor
\garbage-chute, where they empty the
‘waste basket from Colonel House's of-
fice, Ia this way I would have acquir-
ed material with which to thrill many
f Seattle readers. but just as all seemed

‘bled over the half-prostrate form of &
soldier.

“What are you doing here?" I de-
manded harshly, hoping he would mis-
itake me for an officer In the semi-
darkness,

“Serubbing the floor, sir” he re-
sponded, coming to attention and sa-
luting. His sleeves were Yolled up and
I detected a long red scar on his arm.

“Where did you get that?” I asked.

=Wounded, sir, in the Argonre,” he
roplied, relpem.o still foiling to
penctrate my se.

fighting divisions on duty here?” I
asked. -

“Qh, yes, sir,” cdld he; “Wc wWoro se-
lected for duty with the peace confer-
ence as & reward for our work in the
lines.” :

“What do you do when not serub-
bing floors " I inquired. .

“Oh, lots of things, " sald the
hero of the Argonne “Af sorts
of janitor-work and kitchen-work, and
sometimes guard duty and messenger
duty and whatever's to be done, Some
of the lucky ones are chauffeurs.

“Damn funny reward for valor” I
remarked.

Right away he knew I was no offl-
cer and changed his tone.

“Blankety blanked funny,” said he.
“Anybody would think it was an honor
for-an American citizen to empty cus-
pidors-for this gang of officers and of-
fice-holders. ‘Whyinell don't we go
home? Ain't the war over?” And
more to the same effect until a plain-
clothes man came along and threw nQ
out.

This episode of the soldier scrubbing
the floor diverted the correspondent
from the path he had mapped out for
himself for that night, and he deter-
mined to go out on a new line of in-
vestigation., He says:

1 started out to find something about
armies and soldlers and what is going
to become of them in the future. It
has always struck me as curious that
while we read everywhere about the
glorious and victdrious armies of the
Allies and the returning heroes -who
have made the world safe, etc., it'is
quite impossible to find one of the in-
dividual members of these armles who
has any thought except to get out of
his particular army and stay out of it
and all other armies for ever and ever.
Over in London recently there was
quite a riot, staged by soldiers on leave
who refused to go back to Germany to
watch the Rhine. English statesmen
have freely admitted in the peace con-
ference that they would not dare to
order more English soldliers to Russia,
because very probably the soldiers
would refuse to go. And meanwhile
England has adppted a bonus system
which doubles the pay of ‘her soldiers,
in order to keep an army of occupa-
tion in Germany. ’

France is having a lot of the same
gort of trouble, and her domestic trou-
bles are mostly hinging on the slow-
ness of demobilization. Everybody
wants to get out of the army, ‘and no-
body wants to get in, even though the
fighting s over, and this ought to be
a nice quiet time to be in an army.

When it was announced recently
that Germany might be allowed to
keep an army of 800,000, the howl
that went up around France resounded
like a Seattle shipyard-worker claim-
ing exemption from the draft. If Ger-
many has 300,000 soldicrs France has
got to have 600,000, or something like
that. And nobody wants to be a sol-
dier. French editors explained that
their idea of a league of nations was
something that would let France do
without any soldiers at all, and Ger-
many with half that many. 3

I had just finished reading some of
these French ideas about disarmament
when I read in the Heffld that Amer-
fca is to have a standing army of 500,-
000, and that Eddie Rickenbacker is
back home and everybody banquetted
him in New York, and he sald that
America must be able to mobilize 10,-
000 trained aviators with five battle-

tor each of them in twenty-
ours, so we would always have
command of the air. And in the same
paper was something about the naval
appropriation bill, which looks a good
deal like a new Libarty loan.

Out of all these ideas the notion fi-
nally struck me that perhaps the rea-
n so many soldiers don't like to be
in an army, and so many gtatesmen
want big armies, is summed up in the
fact that heroes of Chateau Thierry
and the Argonne are today scrubbing

planes
four h

50

kitchen sectign-of the great hostelry, |,

“Are there many soldiers from thefiofficial trials are completed.

in Paris., It is summed up in the lines
of Mr. Kippling: =

“It's Tommy this and Tommy that
= And Tommy what you may;

But it's ‘Howdy, Mr. Atkins,'

~_ When the band begins to play.”

‘The band has quit playlng and sol-
diering in - peace timea 43 something
else again. :

The matter of soldiers and soldier-
ing is quite an important feature of
the peace conference just now. It ie
involved in almost every one of the
national and international questions
which are being thrashed out from day

of nations plan. If the league becomes
a fact, with some of us in it and some
not—especially Germany amd Russie
—those that are in must have enough
soldlers to keep the peace with and
between those that are not.

tions in more or less trouble these days

the Bolsheviki will use wooden clubs
and run things to suit themselves
Spain is constantly on the edge of
t.rogblo. Italy and the Jugo-Slavs have
severed speaking relations. Germany
is' disturbed internally, the Poles arn
disturbed on all sides, and goodness
knows what shape the Luthanians and
Ruthenians and Ukrainians may be in
tomortow.  These and other people
just naturally can't see their way clear
to got alonig without soldiers. And If

much in furnishing you with
about peace, but I am still on the job,

victorious heroes on the back stairs.

r

MOST POWERFUL WAREHIP
The Tennessee Carries Twelve -'ll-lnot;
: Gunss - & 3

First in size among the great fight-
ing units of the United States navy,
‘first in speed and first In size and
‘range of guns, the super-dreadnaught
Tennessee is nearly ready to take the
‘water from the Brooklyn navy yard
'ways. Reputed to have “now stuft”

'‘as a mystery ship. And the vell of
mystery will not be lifted until after

| Twelve 16-inch guns, each capable
ot firing a projectile 16 miles with a
fair degree of accuracy, is the clatm
bet torth -for the Tennessee's main
armament by a naval officer. He says:

use - higher el '
in naval firing it is difficult to say how
far the shells would carry with cer-
‘talnty.” g g
May Add to Range of Guns.

‘* As though to carry out a justifica-
‘tion of the term “mystery ship” the
officer adds: “The new ship may have
some device to add range elevation
'which might add to the 16 miles the
guns will be able to carry.

the New Mexico and the Idaho have
14-inch guns, as also has the flagship,]
Pennsylvania. The Tennessee is 624
feet long, has a breadth of 97 feet b
inches and a mean draft of - 80 feeL
Her estimated displacement is 82,984
tons, This ship exceeds the Penn-
sylvania in length by 24 feet and In
beam 5 1-2 inches. The displacement
of the Pennsylvania is 81,400 tons, The
I New Mexico has a length of 600 feets
land a displacement of 32,000. tons

' In regard to the speed of the neéw
'ship the naval officer continves:’ <*The
'Utah and the Florids\have Speed es-
timates of 23 knots an Bour.  The es-
timated -speed of the Tennessee - on
‘paper {s 21 knots an heur.  But take
ntlpfromme.muboa.twmmakau

ter records for craft of this type.”
Will Have Powerful Radio Set.
i The Tennessee's furniture is of met-
al. Upward of one hundred telephones
are being installed. - According to nav-
al officers the radio equipment of the
new dreadnaught will prove a depart-
‘ment. Facts concerning the range of
the wireless telegraphic range hu'
been guarded. The radia set of the
Pennsylvania is capable of sending and
receiving messages up to 2,000 miles.
It is reported unofficially that the
equipment of the Tennessee will en-
able it to talk to other ships at a dis-
tance of 2,600 miles. gt
The wireless telephone equipment
is another feature which adds,to the
significance of the term “mystery
ship.” It is estimated that the Ten-
nessee will be able to talk with oth-
er vessels similarly g{uipped over hun-
dreds of miles.—Kansas City Star.

Arrival of the Germans insParis.—
Fifteen German newspaper men ac-
companied the .German representa-
tives to the peace CONEress says B8
Paris dispateh of Wednesday.

No censorship will be imposed upon
the newspapermen’s dispatches to
Germany but they will not, be allowed
to communicate with the Allfed dip-
lomats or newspapermen. .

When the first train pulled in to
vVaucresson half an hour late, M.
Charliere and Baron von Lersner, fol-
lowed by & hundred newspaper men
approached the car occupled by For-
elgn Minister wvon Brockdorff-Rant-
zau. Baron von Lersner entered the
car and reported to the forelgn min-
ister who then stepped out. The head
of the German delegation was re-
ceived with a brief and formal speech
of greeting, the text of which had been
carefully studied by the foreign min-
istry in order to give it the exact tone
suitable for the occasion, M. Charliere
sald:

“Ag prefect of the Seine-et-Olse and
in the name of the government, I have
the mission to receive the delegation
of German plenipotentiaries on its ar-
rival in Versailles. I have the honor
to salute you. I present Colonel Hen-
ry, chief of the French military mis-
slon, who will be the llaison officer
between the German delegation and
the French republic and his alliances.”
The German foreign minister, who
removed -his hat while the French of-
ficial 'spoke, replied merely by bowing.
Then, followed by the other delegates
and subordinate officials, heé p

to day.. It even creeps Into the league |

Then again there are all sorts of na- :

and all of them have got to have sol- |’
diers to get them out. Rither that or|

unhappy incident like encountering tho|

the Tennessee has become known|)
hmong “old salts’ and gold braiders”|

_The_ sister ship of the Tennessee :

knots an hour easily which will shat- |

'the other ministers and then called
‘up the printers, telling them that mo %

NO. 86

by

which ' :
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the day. He spoke
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row afternoon for two members Who '
Ldted since the previous meeting, Rev.

Women. of Hungary Rebelied Against’
Communization Law, , ke
It was due to a family quarrel, wrt
- de o SR

for publication - when
Herr Weltner, cne of the cabipet of
bright young men, who are now ruling '

told his wife and his mother-in-law o -
glowing terms about the projected re-
forms. o
“What are ‘you doing for women?"
‘they asked.
Weltner then explained that In fu-
ture women wduld be free too; that
they too would be permitted to choose
their own husbands and discard them
'if they liked by the simple process of
‘paying & few cents for a legal paper
declaring their “unfitness” for mar-
ried life. Further conversation de-
velopeéd the bict that the new law also
gave husbands the same right; that.
children might be turned over to the -
care of the state’so that both husband ‘¢
and wite would get rid of the duties
and responsibilities of rearing their -
‘own offspring. g
“Do you mean to tell me that you
can get rid of me from one day tq an-
other and marry the next day if you
flike?" demanded young Frau Weilt-
‘ner. M R
“That's how the law stands” re-
‘plied the husband, /
Then the storm broke. Baoth wife
and mother-in-law began® to screpm’
and a frenzied scene followed, the up-
shot of which was that the women de-
manded that Weltner should get the
law stopped or they would leave him
at once and would, moreover, get all
Ithe wives, mothers and mothers-in-
law of all the ministers to do the same.
Weltner in the interést of his home
‘comfort and peace, eventually prom-
‘igsed to do his best to get the law res-
cinded. He went to the telephone and
‘had a conversation with Bela Kun and

proof needed to be ‘pulled” from the
‘forms where the law lay. He also or-
dered that the type should be melted
up and the copy destroyed. It was
thus that the law died.

The Oregon supreme court has ren-
dered a decision in which it holds that
a popular referendum on an amend-
ment to the Federal constitution, can-
not be held. The referendum-contro-
versy was raised by the brewérs on the

the hack stairs of the peace conference

help more to stabilize conditions (of)

1 and is now due.

to the waliting automobiles.

prohibition amendment.

the fate of the former kingdom, wént
'home for supper. During the meal he

.
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