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Sophia Lyons Was
Heredity and

Sophie Lyons's real story makes the
lives of many other extraordinary
criminals dull reading. She was a crime
expert by heredity and always lived up
to and excelled the family reputation
in first-class crook “t:: rt homle and
abroad, having opera n nearly ev-
ery of the so-called civilized world
and having been at one time or anoth-
er in every worth-while prison in Eu-

rope and America.
ere is Sophle Lyons?” I asked

the Who's Who authority at Police

with him. Sometimes I think he dis-
covered it. Anyhow, he makes the
quality popular and deserving to be
placed at the head of the list of an ac-
tive man's daily necessities and ac-
complishments.

“] preally think she has reformed,” he
answered, though there was no shade
of regret in his tone. “Who would have
thought it of Sophle Lyons? BShe nev-
er was a mind reader go far as I know,
but surely she never looked forward
such a finish. Sophie was the liveliest
thing moving when she was on the job,
and she hit every human angle known
to crime scientists—excepting murder;
that was too obvious for her; she was
too smooth for murder. Sophle, didn't
have temperament—she had a call”

Then Mr. Doughtery told :?emot the
perpetually thrilling career o e wWo-
ma.rg.‘ Inl;ar best crook days she was
fond of tracing her ancestry back for
two or more ‘generations and finding
leading thieves and criminals on both
sides, in whose deeds of daring she
took as much pride as a Colonial dame
does in her ancestry. They were chi-
valric achlievements In her estimation,
and she boasted that her grandfather,
who had lived In London, was a
“oracksman to whom Scotland Yard
took off its cap.”

For years she gloried in the audaci-
ous robberies of her husband, Ned Ly-
ons, who stole milllons from bank
vaults of this country and furnished
her with wealth to supply her culti-
vated but extravagant tastes.

Oh, Ned liked to steal. He wasn't a
martyr nor a suffering hero, and So-
phie wasn't his favorite vampire in the
beginning. He didn't put the blame on

any one.

But when gunshot wounds and sick-
ness impaired his usefulness in crook-
dom she left him for a burglar who
gave promise of even more brilliant
endeavor. Sophie came from crook
stock, lest we forget, where excuses
never went—only the goods delivered
had any show in her reckoning. He
was able and willing to steal for two,
was Ned Lyons, but he was down and
out, and Sophie wasn't living in the

past.

One of her chief regrets was that
death cut shert her plans to educate
her son, George Lyons, in the way he
should go to perpetuate her fame and
further illustrate the theory of heredi-
ty. He dled in Auburn prison, and his
mother spoke of him as being cut oft
in his promise.

She has two daughters—and here is
her sorrow. The girls when little were
sent to a convent near Toronto. Atin-
tervals, made irregular by her frequent
confinement in prison, she went to see
them. In the summer of 1888, after her
return from Paris, they were her guests
at a hotel for two weeks, during which
they learned the secret of their moth-
er's life.

Sophie Lyons was heartbroken. She
attempted to explain. The girls, con-
vent bred, were amazed and crushed.
Their mother spoke a forelgn langu-
age to m.

She sald she would reform. Even
then the daughters did not know how
to listen; all their training had not
pre them for the test.

They went back to the convent and
took the vell, and Sophie was in de-
spair, She had fancied by the time the
girls were old enough to vote she would
have earned enough to retire with them
and live quietly forever after. But
destiny caught her unaware. She has
not seen them since. Her bluff, which
had stood her faithful ally for years,
deserted her.

Bluff was her great game. She could
make one that upon more than one oc-
casion staggered a chief of police with
evidence in his possession sufficient to
convict her in a court of !aw, but she
convinced him that he had made an
unaccountable mistake. She did thisin
Paris before the memorable time she
met her daughters, when she was
caught in the act of stealing, but so
audacious were her statements and so
natural was the womanly indignation
which she felgned that not only did
the police release her, but the whole
American colony demanded an expla-
nation, while a newspaper there de-
manded an apology by the government
for what it called an affront placed
upon “an estimable American lady of
high social connections.”

But Sophie Lyons had a beginning,
and here it is:

Deputy Doughtery explained her
first appearance in America according
to his best information.

It was immediately after the close
of the war that Sophle Levy came into
the life of Ned Lyons, her husband.
She was a slender, bright-eyed girl,
chaperoned In her particular circle, by
Mme. Mandelbaum, the queen of
“fences.” Her mother, Ann Levy, was
at that time serving a four-year sen-
tence in Sing Sing, the last of several
for shoplifting, and all of Sophie’s ac-
quaintances recalled with fervor the
expertness in a house-breaking way
of her father, Sam Levy.

Ned Lyons met the patriclan—he
recognized her charms and talents—
and they were married.

Lyons had in the meantime formed
an alllance with Jimmy Hope, Max
Shinburn and Charley Bullard, all men
who have assisted In making criminal
history. They planned the robbery of
the Ocean bank, located at Fulton and
Greenwich streets, This was in 1869
and cost the bank an even million.

Lyons returned to his Long Island
home and lived quietly but luxurious-
ly on his share of the spoils: His wife
was proud of him—Ilife seemed bright-
er and George was born.

One night she chided him on his lack
of ambition. She said If she were a
man she would have more to show for
her work, and that as it was, she was
anxious to get into active service.

“1 can steal enough for two,” he In-
slsted.

“I am a better thief than you,” she
retorted with a touch of professional
jealousy.

And she went out the next day to
demonstrate that the blood of her
'f‘mefathem no longer was dominant in

er.

When her baby was six months old
she was caught in the theft of a quanti-
ty of lace in the shop of Koch & Co.

Lyons spent money and kept his wife
out of state prison, but she was Sen-
tenced to six months on the Island.
Early in 1870, when she was still a
prisoner, Lyons, in connection with
Jimmy Hope, George Bliss and Ira
Kinsland, took a trip to Waterford, N.
Y., and cracked a bank safe, getting
away with $150,000. Lyons, Kinsland
and Bliss were captured and sent to
Sing Sing for seven years each. Hope
was taken In Wyoming county and
sent to Auburn from which he straight-
way escaped.

In these days only criminals of the
high standing of Hope, Lyons, Bliss,
Dutch Heinrich and the like succeed-
ed in “escaping” from prison.

Sophle served her little term and
again went to work, but was caught
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store, convicted and sen-
tenced to five years in Sing Sing Oc-
tober 9, 1871.

Ned Lyons's friends were alert In
the meanwhile. On December 4, 1872,

Ned dressed In a suit of citizen's
clothes that had been smuggled in to
him through the gate. He hid in the
bottom of a wagon and rode out to
liberty, and, as he hoped, to Bophie.
His partners, Bliss and Kinsland, had
previously, with the timely aid of pals,
made a safe getaway.

Now a free man, Ned Lyons set out

.| to see what could be done for his ver-

satile helpmeet, Sophie. On December
19, 1872, Lyons and another man drove
up in a sleigh while a rather healthy
blizzard was in force a :d approached
the female entrance to the prison, at
that time located on the hill,

The companion rang the bell. “I have
a basket of frult for a sick prisoner,”
he called out.

The door was opened and Sophie Ly-
ons sprang past the guard, followed by
the merciful fruit man, jumped into
the sleigh and was driven off to safe-

to|ty. Lyons and his wife reached Cana-

de and remained quiet for a while, but
they never broke training completely.
An opportunity presented itself to
their restless spirits to roba pawnbro-
ker of jewelry valued at $45,000. With
this booty they returned to New York
and took up their old residence on
Long Island.

It was “in again,” “cut agaln" for
several years, but once Sophle was re-
leased before her husband. She re-
turned to New York and fell in with a
crook named Hamilton Brock, known
as “Hambrock."

When Lyons was discharged later,
he got a gun before he did a shave and
started on a hunt for Hambrock,
Hambrock saw him first, and before
Lyons could draw his weapon and de-
fend the sanctity of his home he fell
with a shattered jaw and a bullet In
his body. His recovery was & miracle,
but Sophie was the only name he men-
tioned in delirium. A year later he
went to South Windham, Ct, to rob
the store of J. B. Johnson. Hambrock,
who didn't feel sure of his life while
Ned Lyons was gunning for him,
heard of the proposed Connecticut job
and betrayed him to the South Wind-
ham officers,

Lyons had just broken a shutter and
was climbing into the window of the
store when he was fired on, both be-
hind and before. One ball from a rifle
passed through his left lung and body.
The other, a &utol ball, entered his
back to a depth of nine inches.

It was while lying unconscious in a
hospital at Hartford, supposedly dy-
ing of his wounds, that the first pho-
tograph of Ned Lyons was obtained.
When he recovered he was sent for
a short term to the Connecticut state
prison, and when he gct out he went
directly to a small town near Spring-
field, Mass,, where he robbed a drug-
store and postofice, was captured,
sentenced to three years in Massachu-
setts and came out a physical wreck,
his ability as a burglar zone.

Ned Lyona realized then how he
stood with Sophie. He was finished.
She deserted him for Hambrock and
set out to find new adventures.

In this undertaking she was not at
all disappointed. Her career became
liveller than ever, and she came into
a startling experience at Grand Rap-
ids, where she underiook to enforce;
certain demands by sitting daily on .the
horse block of the residence of a weal-
thy lawyer, who was not a ready re-
sponse to a blackmaliling scheme that
she had put Into circulation. On the
third day the lawyer, who dldn't like
her looks, anyway, turned a hose on
her. She was indignant, but not dis-
heartened, and diverted herself by
mixing up with various sensational
eplsodes, but was finally caught steal-
ing diamonds in a Detroit jewelry shop
and sent to the Ann Arbor house of
correction for three years.

Her spirit thrived in no mean way.
When she left Ann Arbor she doubled
up with Jem Brady and assisted In a
clever bank sneak at Peoria. A mer-
chant had turned to a desk to recount
$4,500 which he had just received from
the cashier. A handsomely dressed
woman passed him and dropped her
handkerchief.

The merchant stooped to pick it up.
He returned it politely. Then he turn-
ed to the desk.

His money was gone. Brady had it.
Brady got two yearu. Sophie went
free, as there was no evidence she
couldn't explain away.
Now In her history It is 1888, and
America seemed small and cramped to
her. Exit Sophie.

Enters into Paris Madame De Var-
ney, wealthy American widow, on
sightseeing and pleasure bent.

What costumes, what jewels, what
modest grief and womanly bearing!

One day madame weas driving. She
left her carrlage and mingled with the
erowd about the Arc de Triomphe.

A watchful gendarme could have
sworn he saw her hand in the pocket
of a portly citizen. Certain it is the
citizen missed his purse and sounded
an alarm.

Nothing of an incriminating nature
was found on Madame De Varney. She
denounced her arrest as an outrage
and aroused the sympathy of members
of the American colony.

The Paris edition of a New York
newspaper wrote columns about the
stupidity of the Paris police. United
Stares Minister McLean was Induced
to Interfere on behalf of the falr Amer-
fcan.

On a trial madame was discharged
and the American colony was exultant.
The newspaper printed a double-lead-
ed editorial of the great injustice done
an American gentlewoman by the
overzealous pollce.

This was Sophie Lyons—New York
Telegraph.
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USE OF THE AIRCRAFT IN WAR

Important Part Dirigible and Aero-
plane Will Play in Battles of the
Future.

The far-reaching results of success-
ful reconnaissance in war were fit-
tingly summed up by Frederick the
Great. “If,” sald he, "“we had exact
information of our enemy’'s disposi-
tlons we should beat nim every min-
ute.,” Nowadays every commander in
the field hopes to obtain this “exact in-
formation"” by means of his flying
corps. Until recently a general relied
mainly on his cavalry for intelligence
duties, but the information he obtain-
ed from this source invariably related
to events several hours old, The great
speed of air craft has changed all
this. His flying squadrons can also be
used by him for purposes of offense—
namely, bomb-dropping; for commu-
nication by means of wireless, or sig-
naling between the widely extended
wings of his army: and last, but by no
means least, for observation of artil-
lery fire. Darkness, fog and perhaps
very stormy weather, these alone will
prevent his air vessels from viewing
every disposition and movement of his
adversary.

During the war in Tripcli the Itallan
aeroplanes made reconnalssance daily,
and the materials for the map of the
Tripolitan region were mainly obtained
from photographs ta ‘en from dirigi-
bles by Itallan obseriars. The Itallan
government evidently appreciates very
fully the value of air craft in war, for
it intends to form before the end of
this year twelve squadrons of aero-
planes, and has already ordered three

with $1,000 worth of plunder in A. T.

new dirigibles. For purposes of de-
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fense and communication Italy is also
expending over & quarter of a million
on establishing a chain of hydro-aero-
plane stations round her coast. There
are to be twelve of these stations from
90 to 126 miles apart. In July, 1912, it
was announced from Milan that her
dirigible M. 1 was equipped with two
machine guns, several bomb-dlscharg-
ing appliances and a wireleas installa-
tion. The range of aerial wireless tele-
graphy is at present only from 380 to
430 miles.

In the Balkan war two aviators
were killed by rifie fire. Dr. Jules
Constantin was the second to meet his
death in this manner. He was struck
by a bullet while endeavoring to drop
bombs on the Turks at Tchatalja, but
had sufficlent strength left to steer his
machine toward the Bulgarian camp,
near which he was found dead. The
wings of his biplane were riddled with
bullets. The Bulgarian aviators made
daily flights over the besleged Adrian-
ople, and were able to report the result
of the fire of their artillery and to ob-
serve every movement In that city.

During the French army manoeuvers
of 1912 forty thousand miles were cov-
ered by her fleet of aeroplanes and
there were no accldents.

For purposes of war on sea and on
land, each form of craft has its own
special duties, but the dirigible is at
present the form best suited for offen-
sive action. As compared with the
heavier-than-air machine, the dirigi-
ble has a larger radius of action, a
greater carrying capacity and it can re-
main motionless in the air by its en-
gines being stopped—a risky proceed-
ing in the case of the aeroplane. The
heavier-than-air machine has the ad-
vantage over its larger and more ex-
pensive rival inspeed, handiness, com-
parative invulnerability, the helght to
which it can rise and In its power of
fiying under bad weather conditions.
At Tunis last December M. Garros, In
his Gnome-Bleriot monoplane, flew to
a helght of 19,000 feet. At Issy in
June, 1912, the Astra dirigible Eclair-
eur Conte rose to 10,000 feet, a record
for lighter-than-air vessels. The diri-
gible has never reached a speed great-
er than 60 miles per hour; M. Vadrines
has accomplished a speed of 118 miles
per hour on an aeroplane fitted with
the “integral propeller.”

The aeroplane, by overtaking the
dirigible, fiying above it, and dropping
hand grenades, explosive rockets, or
bombs upon its envelope, can in this
way bring about its destruction. But
so far as ships and fortresses are con-
cerned, the dirigible, on account of its
greater carrying capacity, and owing
to the fact that it can remain steady
in the air, is able to direct on the ob-
ject of its attack a far more formida-
ble and better-aimed fire than can the

heavier-than-air vessel. The larger di- |

rigibles can carry a supply of ammu-
nition welghing from 1,000 to 2,000

pounds.

The dirigible, as the larger and the
slower moving of the two machines,
affords the gunner an easier target.
Its envelopes, too, are filled with an in-
flammable gas; but, doubtless, in &
few years such a gas will not be used.

Experiments recently conducted on
the Continent show us that on a mod-
erately calm day there is no reason
why a large and steadily moving alr-
ship, with good sights, should not be
able to drop 60 per cent of its projec-
tiles into a circle of 2,000 feet.

The effect of explosives dropped
from an sairship is generally greatly
exaggerated. A dirigible which dis-
charges its cargo of, say, 20 shells, each
welghing 50, to « en 100 pounds would
do little damage !n the most crowded
cities. Bomb-dropping at night will be
a frequent occurrence in war time.

Every war of the future, whether it
be waged on land or on sea, will be
preluded by a series of flerce air-bat-
tles. In view of this fact, witness the
ﬁmt strength of forelgn air battal-

ons.

According to Aeronautics, Germany
will in a few months possess 27 dirigi-
bles of high power, carrying capeacity,
and speed. Of these at least 15 are
military or naval craft. The dirigible
Zeppelin L. 1, recently dellvered to
the German navy, has a volume of
776,000 cubic feet, a speed of 62 miles
per hour, and a useful load of 14,000
pounds. Its length Is 526 feet, and di-
ameter of 49 feet. It is equipped with
wireless apparatus, and carries one
gun at least. The crew of this vessel
consists of two naval officers, one en-
gineer officer, one pilot and ten men.
The Schutte-Lanz 8. L. dirigible is fit-
ted with an armored platform on each
side, on which a gun can be mounted.
Germany also possesses a fleet of 250
aeroplanes, 120 of which are of the
latest design and make.

By next June, France will have 26
dirigibles, of which number 20 are for
naval or military purposes. Her larg-
est Is the Spelss, whose volume is 406,-
000 cublc feet, length 841 feet, diame-
ter 43 feet, and speed 50 miles per
hour, In 1912 France pufrchased 400
aeroplanes of war, and it is authorita-
tively stated that this number will be
greatly exceeded in 1913. The French
biplane of war is capable of sccom-
modating three persons, though ordi-
narily only two will be carried—name-~
ly, the aviator and the observer. The
latter is armed with a repeating rifle
for use against hostile air-craft.

Russia's new dirigible, the Alba-
tross, which {8 driven by two 100-
horsepower motors, carries a wireless
installation and one machine gun. A
Henri Farman biplane which lately
passed its tests for the Russian army
is fitted with a mitrailleuse. This aero-
plane is almost the only one in exis-
tence in which there is a clear field of
fire. It is difficult, however, to see how
even moderate accuracy of alm can be
obtained with such a weapon, owing
to the great vibration the engine causea
throughout the whole framework,

All the powers, great and small, are
purchasing air-craft, and we are en-
deavoring to retrieve our past policy.
That policy seems to have been this:
Can we, a maratlme power, afford to
develop or ald the advancement of a
project likely to affect very material-
ly our predominance at sea? What-
ever the answer may be, it was ob-
viously our duty to retaliate directly
other countries commenced to bulld
alr-craft and to study the art of aerlal
locomotion. Command of the sea is im-
possible unless we also rule the alr.
We live In the hope that some great
British firm will soon build a huge
glant of the air, armored and heavily
armed—the Dreadnought of the Sklies.
—Chambers's Journal.

Self-Condemnation Sometimes s
Dangerous.—In the course of a highly
practical and suggestive article enti-
tled, “The Mental Law of Habit,” in
the May Woman's Home Companion,
Ralph Waldo Trine discusses habit
forming and habit breaking. On the
subject of self-condemnation, he
8ays:

“Self-condemnation with {ts allled
thoughts and emotions has been pro-
ductive of a far greater loss In Initia-
tive, in will power and of a far great-
er degree of lowered vitality, both
mental and physical, than any of us
have perhaps realized. It has even
been commended as a just and proper
recognition of one's faults, errors and
delinquencies, It is calculated know-
ingly, or unwittingly, chiefly the latter
perhaps, from infancy to old age.

“The child is asked if he is not
ashamed on account of some act or
acts that It does not even know as
wrong, and that in many cases are not
wrong. The young man and malden
the same. Men and women in middle
life naturally then get into this self-
condemnatory state. They weaken
thelr energies, and defeat the happl-
ness of many a day thereby. The
church, even, from almost time imme-
morial has also been gullty—even
grossly gullty—of the use of thissame
weapon, which steals self-respect, dis-
courages and lowers vitality, Instead
of calling out the higher and the bet-
ter self, inspiring and ~alling into ac-
tion thereby faith, and ope, and cour-
age, those powerful sgencies of ac-
complishment, which, when sufficiently
aroused and kept alive, will carry a

man or & woman practically any-
where,

Riscellancous Reading.

THE INCOME TAX LAW

is a Joker in It But it is Not
Against the Poor Man.

Yes, there is a “Joker" In the income
tax bill, says a Washington dispatch.
But in this legislation, for a change,
the “joker” is all for the people.

There

were much perturbed by the pending
income tax legislation, and when the
bill finally {ssued from the printers
they read it with a great deal of Inter-
est. The first paragraphs were dis-
quieting. They fixed the rates of tax-
ation on private Incomes—one
cent on an income of over $4,000 and
under $20,000, two per cent on as
much as Is above $20,000, three per
cent on all of it above $60,000 annual-
ly, and four per cent on any excess of
$100,000 per year.

feller will be required to pay four
per cent Income tax on all his Income
except $100,000 per year. This was
alarming. It was not until Wall street
read down to the corporation section
that it feit that perhapse it had been
judging the Democratic house too
harshly. For, while individuals are
assessed on a graduated scale, corpora-
tions are given a flat tax rate of one
per cent no matter how large thelr
annual profits. Even the great Steel
Trust will be required to pay but one
per cent tax on its vast earnings.

When the Wall street lawyers read
this far they smiled cynically. Yes,
they had been too hasty In condemn-
ing the Democratic house. Here were
the corporations recelving better treat-
ment than individuals. It seemed al-
most like old times. But the smiles
faded as they read on Into the “joker.”

For while the corporations escape
the graduated tax, the stockholder In
the ccrporations does'nt. Up to $20,-
000 the stockholders' Income from
corporation dividends Is exempt from
taxation—the corporation ltu?t hav-
ing already paid the one per cent on
this amount. But on dividend incomes
above $20,000 the stockholder pays
one per cent, about 60,000 two per
cent, and above $100,000 three per
cent.

It didn't take Wall street more than
a minute to figure out that this meant
‘that the small stockholder, the widow
who Invests the proceeds of her hus-
band’'s small life insurance policy in
stocks, the emall Investor everywhere,
will be exempt from excessive taxa-

taxation on the rich alone.

Wall street would have much pre-
ferred to have the corporations them-
selves pay the graduated tax. For
then the smallest stockholder, the
holder of a single share, would be re-
quired to contribute from his slim
dividends to pay the four per cent
which such corporations as the Steel

of its earnings.

And in case the rich man would try
to evade taxation on dividends by us-
ing the $20,000 exemption provision—
that is, by scattering his Investments
among many corporations so that his
dividends In no individual case
amounted to more than $20,000—the
new income tax bill specifically pro-
‘'vides that in assessing Incomes from
dividends, all of the dividends from
‘all sources must be treated as a lump.
The individual gets his single $20,000
exemption and that is all

The pending income tax bill is one
of the most progressive measures ever
submitted to congress with hope of
passage, From the first to the last
paragraph it is pregnant with pro-
gressiveism. Cleverness, even craft,
has been used by its framer, Repre-
sentative Cordell Hull of Tenneasee,
but used to beneflt the common people
instead of the great financial Interests.

ADVICE TO LAWYERS

Should Not Act as Though Clients
Interests Were All.

The Indianapolis Bar assoclation
listened to some very excellent advice
Wednesday night. The counsellor was
John T. Richards, president of the
Chicago Bar assoclation. There can,
in our opinion, be no doubt that there
has been a change in the legal profes-
slon during the last twenty years.
Perhaps we can never quite get back
to the old type of lawyer, but there is
no reason why the new lawyer shou!d
not hold most of the old standards.
Few attorneys will admit that when
they accept employment they abso-
lutely sell themselves and their pow-
ers to thelir clients, Yet a good many
of them act on that theory when they
get into court, If the law !s a pro-
fession that is something that lawyera
have no right to do.

But Mr. Richards shall speak for
himself, to the end that the criticism
may not seem to be that of an unin-
structed layman. He sald:

“We find many lawyers of this gen-

eration at the head of the governing
bodies of great corporations; they are
no longer lawyers, but business men
learned in the law. David Paul Brown
the brilllant, hard-working lawyer of
a former generation, declared that
‘lawyers work hard, live well and die
poor,” while the class of lawyers to
which I have referred by comparison
work little, live extravagantly and die
rich, but their riches are accumulat-
ed, not by ‘burning the midnight oll’
in pursuit of profession renown, or in
the protection of the life and proper-
ty of thelr clients, but in contriving
methods to manipulate the stock mar-
ket for the benefit of themselves and
their Immediate assoclates, or devis-
ing plans for imposing upon & gullible
public the watered stocks and bonds
of some pet enterprise.
The indictment must be upheld. The
public has come to look on the law-
yer as an antl-social force. There are
many lawyers of whom thls can not
truthfully be sald. But there is a
spirit in the profession that ls not
good. It Is not the shysters who have
“Lecome the paid servants of unscru-
pulous men,"” not the hangers-on who
“too often forget that they are sworn
officers of the law,” and “resort to
methods of which no high-minded
lawyer can approve.” The men who
do these things are the lights of the
profession. But there are high-mind-
ed lawyers, and it Is to these that the
profession must look for rehabllita-
tion.

Having sald thus much by way of
criticism, it must be suggested that
perhaps the change Iin the profession
{s not so great as |s sometimes sup-
posed. We remember that back in
the Jim Fisk days there were lawyers
and judges who stopped at nothing
when it came to serving their masters.
Those who are famillar with the ex-
coriation of David Dudly Field, one
of the greatest lawyers of his day, at
‘the hands of Samuel Bowles will
realize that even then there were law-
yers who were the enemles of soclety.

Mr. Bowles also paid his respects
to Rufus Choate, who ranked at the
very top of his profession. What we
have witnessed Is an elevation of the
whole level of public morality. The
lawyers must keep step with the ad-
vance., ‘“We should never,” sald Mr.
Richards, “loose sight of the fact
duty and honor allke bind us to high
{deals; that the performance: of pro-
fesslonal duty never demands that
‘'we violate the moral law.” All that
{s asked is that lawyers In the prac-
tice of thelr profession follow the
same enlightened ldeals which they
put before us whenever they meet in
their bar associations. If the law Is a
learned profession it must be follow-
ed as such.—Indlanapolis News,

Compare Your Baby With Denver's
Sest aby.—~In the May Woman's
Home Companion appears a report of
a sclentific baby show recently held in
I'enver at which children were judged
not for their beauty, but for their
physical condition. Following s an
extract:

“The better to understand the sys-

tem of scoring, read the averages
made by Denever's very best baby,

The possessors of swollen fortunesj

Under this gradu-|
ation a plutocrat like John D. Rocke-|

tion. It will put the chief burden of|]

trust will have to pay on the bulk|

Daniel Foster Burns. This is a com-

plete reproduction of a score-card:

“Father—Dr. T. Mitchell Burns.

“Father's Nationallty—American.

“Coloring of Child—Blond.

“Number of Child in Order of Birth—
third.

"Age—10 months, 4 days.

“Welght at Birth—7i lbs.

“Condition at Birth—perfect.

“Breast fed—two months, then arti-
ficlally (condensed milk) every 3
hours,

“Sleep—-14 hours dally,

* outdocrs.

alone and

Bcore.
“Helght—2 ft. 6 inches ........ 100
“Welght—21 1bs. ........ weaso100

“Circumference of chest—19...100

umference Abdomen—19..100
“BYMMOLrY ....coo000emensesces 96
“Quality of skin and fat....... 100

Per | «Quality of muscles, hand grasp,

R T

rising, sitting, poise,
running ...... ...
“Bones of skull, spine, chest,
limbs and feet .............100
“Length of head, width and cir-
CUMTErence ...oevvsssssssns
“Puplllary distance and shape of 5
BYOU 2i'ees e soresibisbdesy
“Shape, size and position of ears 96
“Shape and size of llps........100
“Shape and size of forehead....100
“Shape and patency of nose....100
“Bhape and condition of jaw,
hard palate and tonsils......100
“Number, shape, size and con-
o ot
i P i
“Disposition ......co00000004+.100
“En 98

R R

ergy
“Facial and ocular expression .. 98

f"Attm!lon ? A TRERRE G a1 VPP T I 100
YAVETBER .vevee oo aweres 98,80
ODD LEGAL SUPERSTITIONS

Many Curious Survivals of the Anci-
ent Law Customs.

‘We hear much of the superstitions
'periaining to certain forms of religion
‘and of theilr somewhat remarkable
persistence In a materialistic If not
skeptical age, a survival that is but in-
completely explained by the difficulty
of differentiating faith from credulity,
or by the tendency—old as the human
races—to dttribute natural phenome-
na to supernatural causes and to mag-

nity both by tradition. Though not
so much discussed, the law also has
its little superstitions notwithstanding
‘the prevalent conception of that sci-
ence as cold, unemotional and severely

r'or instance, what useful purpose is
gserved by Inserting in a bond, condi-
tioned for the payment of money, a
'penal sum of twice the amount of the
actual debt? Bonds have been thus

and the printed forms in ‘use today
contain the ancient penal clause. By
the letter of such & bond the obligee Is
clearly entitled to recover the full pe-
nal'sum on the obliger's default in
paying the sum specified in the condi-
tion. But has the obligee, for these
two or three hundred years, ever been
allowed to recover more than the act-
‘ual debt with interest and costs?

By another common practice deeds
are made to recite that the grant is
made “in consideration of the sum of
31, good and lawful money of the
! United States of America, to me in
"hand paid, the recelpt whereof I here-
by acknowledge,” or some equivalent
formula, The idea that a deed must
express a consideration is ineradicable
and, equally tixed appears to be the
| superstition that a consideration of §1,
is quite us effective as a consideration
comimensurate with the value of the
estate granted. Lawyers learned In
the law of real property know better,
of course, but such is the popular no-
tion. It is elemen that as between
the parties, a deep perfectly valid
without any consideration at all; oth-
erwise there could be no such thing
as a conveyance by way of gift.

Why do we begin a will with an in-
vocation to the Diety, and a recital
that the testator is “of sound mind
and disposing memory?"’ Does the
former ald the testator spiritually and
does the latter furnish any evidence
of his testamentary capacity? And
why do we 8o often insist on attaching|
a seal opposite the testator’s signa-
ture? Our statutes do not require a
will to be sealed, wherefore the seal
is wholly superfiuous, as the law books
have long advised us.

Then there is the invariable custom
of writing “ss” after the venue of an
affidavit or an acknowledgement.
What legal efficacy do these two let-
ters possess? How many lawyers even
‘know what they mean? It is only
lately, we belleve, that the painstaking
author of a very useful little book suc-
ceeded, after much antiquarian re-
search among the pipe rolls and other
interesting lore, in ascertaining the
original significance of the abbrevia-
tion, which is “scilicet,” or “to wit.”
The omission of the letters Iis now
quite immaterial.

Many generations of lawyers learn-
ed in equity pleading, have followed
the anclent practice of concluding a
bill of complaint with the solemn as-
surance, "“And thus your orator will
ever pray, &c.” Apparently no mod-
.ern lawyer knew what the decaudated
formula meant, until recently a well-
known author ran the thing to its lair
among the anclent rolls of the court
of chancery and found that (before
it lost its tail) it was & prayer for the
health and longevity of the king!

These are only & few of the supersti-
tions that have survived the days
when the trial by battle and the crim-
inality of witchcraft were finally elim-
inated from that law which Is our
proud heritage and which has been so
fondly praised as “the perfection of
human reason.—Bench and Bar.

WILL MAKE IRON BOIL

Scientific Men Succeed in Producing
Fierce Heat.

For some years past, sclentific men
have been striving to produce heat
flercer than any temperature of which
we have experience in ordinary life.
The greatest heat ever developed by
the agency of man was obtained by
Sir Andrew Noble, who exploded cord-
{te in closed vessels, so that a pressure
of 60 tons to the square Inch was reg-
istered and a degree of heat never pre-
viously recorded.

The highest temperature reached in
tuel furnaces for practical purposes is
between 1,700 and 1,800 degrees centi-
grade, and at such a heat fire clay and
porcelain are melted, Then we come to
the flame fed with coal gas; by these
means a temperature of 2,000 degrees
centigrade may be ubtalned.

A new Industry solely dependent
upon the employment of great heat Is
that of melting quartz. This mineral,
fused by the oxy-hydrogen flame, I8
converted iInto tubes and flasks and
other vessels for chemical purposes.
These vessels are absolutely inert, and
may be heated hundreds of degrees
higher than is possible with glass;
they may also be plunged at such heat
into cold water without Injury.

It has been discovered that by whirl-
ing a centrifugal wheel at high veloci-
ty In the combustion chamber of a
furnace the nitrogen Is cast to one
gide, while the oxygen is concentrated,
and In this way a brighter flame and
greater heat are obtained. A similar
appliance used during the combustion
of coal In a furnace enables a firm of
paper-makers to save 27 per cent of
their coal bill by the elimination of hy-
drogen gas formed In combuation,

But most remarkable of all the
phases of the utilization of extrer
heat Is the discovery of the welding
material known as thermit. The in-
ventor discovered that aluminum Is
very much attached to oxygen, and
holds it cloger than a brother, There-
fore he mixed granulated aluminum
with oxide of iron, for the lighter met-
al wants oxygen, and the quantity of
magnesium filings was placed on top
of the mixture and a storm-match ap-
plied, and immediately a mass of mol-
ten iron 'was seen boilingata temper-
ature of 3,000 degrees centigrade—
much higher than any temperature In
ordinary use.

A DESKLESS HOUSE

—_—

Representatives and the New Order

The house of representatives pre-
sents & changed appearance by reason
of the removal of the 393 little desks
used by the Sixty-second congress and
the substitution therefor of nearly 450
semi-detached chairs as a substitute,
in order to accommodate the great in-
crease in numbers of the Sixty-third
over the Sixty-second congress. This
change in the formal arrangements of
the house was necessitated, primarily,
by the increased number of sittings,
but nevertheless there was a second-
ary reason on which the change was
based, and that was the expediency of
shortening the periods of speechmak-
ing and thereby facilitating action up-
on, rather than talk. >

Anglophiles in Washington are dis-

the house as “the benches.” This s
very English and tremendously par-
llamentary, but it isn't true. Theyare
to all intents and purposes chairs, only
they are stationary, fixed and immov-
able, a distinct advantage to certain
members who have been in the habit

into reclining chairs, with the result
of frequent and noisy precipitations to
the floor. The chalrs in the house to-
day are arranged in blocks of four or
five, never less than three, and to ti
one over would require the conce
effort of all the members occupying
the block. By means of this innova-
tion the dignity of the house, as well
as the e&ulllbrlum of its members is
preserve

In the days of the old swivel chalrs,
tumbles were frequent. There was a
spring in the back of the old-fash-

to too great strains, was apt to snap
ywith a sharp report, whereupon the
chair keeled over, sometimes landing
its occupant on the carpet. The heav-
fer the congressman, the greater the

the collapse.

So much for the physical advantages
of the new system. The benefit to the
administration of business in
house iz figured In this wise: The only

chance for a member to lug into the|lR&

chamber reams of substantiating doc-
uments for his arguments, {8 for him

with the majority . or the minority
leader, for space at one or the other
of the tables which are set in the body
of the house, There are but two of
these tables and each accommodates

arrangement, the member with too
'much to say is compelled to distribute
his documentary crutches In wvarious
nearby chairs or upon the floor. It is
expected that this arrangement will

It was different In the old days. One
of the desks then In use could accom-
date a dozen or more volumes. Two
hour speeches in which the member
talked for twenty minutes and read

debate, that twilight zone between the
introduction of an important measure
and the actual conversion of the house
into & real business-like body—the
committee of the whole house on the

or less a nulsance.

least small chance, for:the congress-
man with nothing to say to waste the
time of the house. This change

|step, in the d on of the more bus-
inesslike procedure employed in_ the
British house of commons. There
speeches are presumed to be the extem-
‘ poraneous productions of the mem-
bers. It Is against custom to read a

cal matter Into his argument or to
make a verbatim quotation in brief
support of his contention, he may re-
fer to memoranda; otherwise he talks

The rouse of commons belleves that
uusiness Is benefitted - and = debate
shortened by this method. The mem-
ber not an extemporaneous orator Is
compelled to memorize what he has to
say, and the house gets the benefit in
exact measure with his memonlic
limitations.

The development of the new scheme
in the house of representatives, it is
hoped, will result in & . tendency
among members of congress to shorten
their speeches.

GREATEST OF MARINE GIANTS

One Monster Whale Measured 95 Feet
in Length and 69 Feet in Girth.

Giants are always interesting, wheth-
er they are human, animal or vegeta-
ble, and while in ages past nearly all
divisions of the animal kingdom boast-
ed glants of greater size than those
of modern times, yet often nowadays
gigantic creatures exist in numbers in
the sea.

The greatest of these marine glants
are the whales. And probably the
largest of the whales, as well as the
most glgantic of all living creatures, is
the sulphur bottom. It attains a length
of nearly or quite 100 feet and a welght
of 160 tons. .

One individual measured 85 feet in
length, 39 feet in girth, with a jaw-
bone 21 feet long; baleen (whalebone),
4 feet long; weight of baleen, 800
pounds; welght of entire whale, 147
tons, and It ylelded 110 barrels of oil

The sulphur bottom seldom bolts, as
the whalers term the action of leaping
diagonally from the sea, or breaches, as
perpendicular springs are called, but
when it does perform In this manner
he presents a truly wonderful sight.

While whales are the largest of ma-
rine animals, yet certain fish grow to
almost as gigantic size, The largest of
true fishes are found among the sharks
and the largest of these formlidable
fishes are the whale sharks. These
huge fish occur in the waters of India,
Japan, South America, Panama, Call-
tornia and the West Indles.

The nose i8 very broad and blunt and
the mouth, although very wide, is arm-
ed only with very minute teeth, It Is
a dark-colored creature, marked with
small, whitish spots and Is perfectly
harmless to man, feeding exclusively
on small fish. Its huge bulk makes it
dangerous when wounded. This great
;lsh reaches a maximum length of 70
eet.

Probably the second largest shark is
the basking shark, known also as ele-
phant shark and bone shark. This
specles derives its name from {ts habit
of collecting In schools or basking In
the sun at the surface of the sea. It
reaches a length of 40 to 50 feet, and
while large is perfectly harmless.

Its teeth are small and numerous
and Iits food consists of small fishes,
shrimp, crustacans, etc. It Is ordinar-
{ly of a gentle and quiet disposition,
but if wounded or injured can readily
hacked with knives and plerced with
its powerful tall. It was formerly
widely hunted for its oil, but has be-
come too scarce to hunt with much
Buccess.

The man-eating sharks, which are vo
greatly dreaded by many people and
are 8o very common in troplcal seas,
grow to immense size, and with thelr
feroclous character and powerful jaws
and teeth are probably the most for-
midable of ocean giants.

The great sleeper shark is a most
stupld gluttonous lg:;tea—-aa. in fact,
are most of the sharks—and spends
most of its time dozing on the surface
of the sea, When aroused or hungry
it attacks whales, prrpoises or, in fact,
anything it can fl: , and bites pleces
from Its victims with Its knife-like
teeth.

At such times it seems perfectly ob-
livious to pain or fright and can be
backed with knives and plerced with
spears without paying the least atten-
tion or seeming to take any notice.
This -savage creature reaches a length
of 36 to 40 feet and is fully as large
and even more formidable than are the
true muan-eating sharks,

Related to the sharks are the old
gaw fishes of the tropice, which are
common In the lagoons, bayous and

sounds of the West Indles and our

at the Capitol in Washington.
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southern coast. These fish grow to a
length of 20 to 25 feet and as they are
of no real value they are never fished
or hunted to any extent.

In fact, the fishermen dread these
creatures, for they often become en-
tangled in their nets and rip and tear
them to pleces by lateral jerks and
sweeps of the huge “saw” on the nose.
This “saw” is a bony elongation of the
nose and is armed on elther side with
large, sharp, strong teeth, and In the
largest fish these *“saws” grow to be
:lr:;a or six feet long and nearly a foot

H

the south-eastern coast of the United
frequently carried north in the

‘New

tro seas. These ue crea-
tures grow to colossal size, aently
being from 20 to 30 feet across their
lhuge “wings,” and four feet in thick-
ness. Such a glant would weigh fully
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Thmb.aavﬂ ‘fishes llamlt:. 1;0;
e confused wi ¢
m* or glant squids and o
These creatures are molluscs, an
while Ilﬂn&aunlnlr in the uttermost

sea, they are now and
then found cast upon beaches, float-
ing Injured or dead upon the surface
of the sea or are found In pieces partly
devoured In  the of  sperm

whales, = .

The glant squids of the North Atlan-
tic are enormous ani a cyl-
indrical body five or six feet in diam~
or twenty feet
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There are many other glants in
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tle frequently weighs 400 pounds, while
the loggerhead grows still larger. Larg
est of all is the great leatherback tur
tle of the southern coast and the Gul
Stream. This grea
a length of elght
weighs from 1,000 to 1,800 pounds,’

Giant crabs are found in many
of the ocean, * the largest .
giant splder crab of Ja
crustaceans measure as much as
feet across thelr outstretched legs and
are used extensively for food,
numbers being canned for export. Odd-
ly enough they are hunted with guns
and killed with shot.

The common West Indian lobster
really deserves to be classed as a giant

-
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Our own lobsters, however, often be-
come gigantic, and individuals welgh-
ing from 25 to 88 pounds are on record,
and several are preserved in various
museums. Among shells also gilants
occur, and the glant clam of the Hast
Indiee grows to be four or five feet
across and weighs several hundred
pounds,

Probably when the uttermost depths
of the '-euﬂm :?orfe -pe.‘rﬁu;tlt-sal'1 hﬂ,m
even more gigantic forms of the
animals will be discovered, for withall
our modern methods and appliances
we have been able only to scrape the
bottom here and there, and creatures

about can readily escape any trawl or
dredge devised by any man.—Ameri-
can Boy.

Wounds of Modern Warfare—Sur-
geons in the South African war were
astonished to find how rapidly men
recovered from bullet wounds pene-
trating the thorax, the abdomen and
even the head. These recoveries were
credited at first to the healing quali-
ties of the South African alr. But very
soon the explanation came that it was
really the thin, narrow bullet travellng
at high velocity which was making war
more humane. In Manchuria the same
experience was common. So in the
Balkans the rifie builet has done com-
paratively little damage. The Mannl-
cher bullet used by the Turks is long
and narrow (6 mm. In diameter); It
perforates cleanly, its track ls aseptic
and the tissues close quickly and firm-
ly. ‘The bones, especially in the ex-
panded articular ends, were simpl
tunneled. Wounds of the thorax wi
perforation of the lung healed general-
ly without complication. And so com-
plete abstention from exploration or
other interference In rifie bullet wound
came to be the rule. The rule worked
well, too, with much wider application,
and M. Monprofit indulges in these
obiter dicta:

“Modern military surgery ought to
be, above all, surgery of watchfulnesa
and expectancy: ‘Moins on fait, mleux
on fait’ All operations, except a few
of absolute urgency, are contraindicat-
ed on the battlefleld.”

But the story is different when we
consider the wounds made by shrap-
nel. Infantry fire Is diminisliing In
seriousness, artillery fire is Increasing.
The wounds, made by sharpnel were
always severe: bones were pulverized,
tissues torn, thorax and cranlum
crushed. Prof. Monprofit and his col-
leagues are by no means hypersensi-
tive, but they all speak of the effects

of shrapnel fire as “murderous."—Brit-
ish Medical Journal.

Btates and in California waters, It is} ¢
‘Stream, and thus offen taken ol!w.
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ALASKAN DOGS
Single Teams Sometimes Brings as
Much as $2,000.

Miss Emma Leonidas Kelly, the
first white woman to go down the Yu-
kon, has qualified by many strenuous
experiences in Alaska to be considered
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other dogs along.
the fastest dog In that part of
He had a very pecullar galt—not
trot of most dogs, but a pace or rack.
He welghed 165 pounds, and was all
bone and muscle. On the summer trail
he could carry fifty pounds in his k
saddle. I paid $700 for him, but all the
gold of Alaska could not have purchas-
ed him from me.

The price of Alaskan dogs is govern-
ed by the number of stampedes d
a winter, which creates a great de-
mand for dog teams with which to
reach new gold flelds at an early date.
At such times teams of three or four
dogs have brought as high as $1,800 or
$2,000, where their usual price would
be about $700 or $800.

Iron Bearing Plants.—Experiments
are under way at the agricultural bac-
teriological station in Vienna to In-
crease the quantity of iron carrled in
certain plants, with a view to the ef-
fect on the human system when those
plants are used as food. Artificlally
prepared foods containing iron do not
always produce the desired effect, be-
cause the iron is not completely assim-
{lated. This difficulty, it is thought.
may be avolded by causing plants to
take up an increased quantity of iron
during their natural growth. By add-
ing hydrate of iron to the soll in which
it was growing, the experimenters
have succeeded in producing spinach
containing a percentage of iron seven
times as great as that found in ordl-
pary spinach. It is believed that the
process will prove successful with
other ferruginous plants.

:

i




