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CHAI'TER XIIL
TWENTY YEARS AFTER.

Nearly 20 years had gone by since
that night of the election, when Doro-
thy had koeeled in front of Valmer’s
saloon, in the main street of Conrad,
when one evening a well dressed. dis-
tinguished looking gentleman stepped
out of the west bound express upon the
platform.

“Does Mr. Kirk live where he used
t0?” he asked of one of the loungers at
the station.

“Yes: he lives up by the church,” was
the answer.

The stranger went on down the main
street, looking about him curiously,
and finally stopped in front of a com-
fortable looking house close by a good
sized chureb building.

He went up the short board walk and
rang the bell.

The door was opened by a girl about
19 years of age. a girl with a great pro-
fusion of heavy brown bair and a face
that people had to look at twice before
they knew whether she was what [s
generally called “pretty” or not.

“Is your father at home?” asked the
gentleman, smiling.

“] don't know. Will you come In?
That is, unless you have something to
sell. And then I am sure father is
out.” She said it without the least ap-
pearance of being pert or rude.

“] haven't anything to sell,” replied
the stranger, laughing. “I am George
Wilson, one of your father’s old class-
mates in Hermon, and he"”—

“Come right in,” sald the girl. *“Any
one from Hermon is welcome. I've
beard father speak of you often.”

“This Is Faith, Is it?’ he asked as he
entered a pleasant sitting room.

“Yes, sir,” she answered shyly. “Ex-
cuse me, I'll call father.” .

She went out of the room, and the
Rev. George Wilson of the famous In-
stitutional church of Boston looked
around him, and his look was full of
the most absorbing interest.

What he felt and thought can per-
baps best be told In a letter which he
wrote home two days afterward while
sitting in the guest chamber of the
parsonage. The letter threw much
light on the events of the past 20
years and Is of value as coming from
one who saw Malcom Kirk and his
family at this time, both as a friend
and also as an Intensely interested
spectator of a very remarkable life.

“l am sitting Iin Malcom Kirk's
house,” the letter began, “and it Is
difficult for me to realize all that that
fact means. There is no question In
my mind that Kirk Is In some ways
one of the most remarkable ministers
in this country, and yet he and his
talented wife have remained in this
comparatively obscure place for over
20 years, working quietly and without
ostentation, with some most astonish-
ing results until lately unheard of by
the churches in the east.

“Since 1 was In Conrad about 20
years ago great changes have occurred
in the state. Perbaps the greatest
change of all has been the prohibitory
amendment to the constitutlon. BEvery
one knows that the election on the leg-
lslature's act to submit the amend-
ment resulted in ap atlirmative vote.
Every one also knows that the people
have never reversed that decision, and
it seems probable that they never will

“You will also remember what an ex-
eitement was caused by one event In
Conrad at the close of that famous
election day. [ listened to the story
from Kirk’s own lips, and it was as
exciting as any novel I ever read.

“He bhad been calledl out of town on
the afternoon of that day to see a
young man who died of the effects of
a drunken debauch, and as he came
back to Conrad in the evening his wife
was kneeling in the center of a group
of other women, holding a prayer meet-
ing in front of one of the most notorl-
ous saloons then In Conrad.

“He had only just come to the place
when a great disturbance broke out in
the saloon behind him. Some one broke
through the crowd and attempted to
throw a bottle of vitriol at Mrs. Kirk.
It was afterward shown that the man
was crazy with drink and awfully ex-
cited by the events of the day. He was
only partly successful in his horrible
attempt. Mrs. Kirk's face was burned
on one side, but a# man of the name of
Carver, who had been drinking, but
was sober enough to realize what was
going on, grappled with the other and
took away the bottle, receiving dread-
ful burns in doing so. This man is now
the sexton in Mr. Kirk's churel, a de-
vout, sincere Christiun and a good ex-
ample, so Kirk says, of hundreds of
men who will remain sober if the sa-
loon is taken away and the constant
temptatlon to drink is absent. And so
far as 1 can observe he Is decidedly
right in his belief.

“Well, Mrs. Kirk has recovered from
those injuries, and her beauty of face,
which Is still remarkable, is marred
only by a scar which gives her, to all
who know her history, an added inter-
est. The affair created an intense feel-
ing bere for a long time. Nothing so
terrible had been known since that at-
tempt to disfigure Mrs. Coleman of
Marviile, Canada, while marching with
other women in a temperance proces-
slon. The event opened many people’s
eves to the satanic power of the drink
evil. It was only one out of countless
events where the whisky element has
stood for the greatest crimes and for
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judgment bar of a long suffering God.

“It is difficult for me to write of Mal-
com Kirk without seeming to exagger-
ate and overemphasize his work. 1
want to speak of his beautiful family,
which is.a part of the best part of this
western town.

“Mrs. Kirk has developed into & wo-
man of rare power in all the church
and social life of the place. Years ago
the women here recognized ber ability
as a leader by making ber president of
the Christinn Temperance union. It
was largely through her efforts that
the township polled a very heavy vote
for the amendment. She has thrown
all her rare talents as a gifted musician
also into the redemption of the town,
with the result that no woman bas
such an Influence as she has on all the
young. thoughtless life that has crowd-
ed in here during the town's rapid
growth in the years of elghty-six and
seven.

“There are three children, two boys,
pamed Gilbert and Hermon, and a
girl. the oldest child, named Faith. The
boys are bright, handsome fellows and
take after the mother. Gilbert is 17
and Hermon 15. Faith, who is nearly
19, is like ber father. 1 have not yet
been able to tell whether she is what

you women would call ‘pretty’ or not,

“Come right in,” said the girl. “4Any one
trom. Hermnon is welcome.”
wife have t'e\'plutloulzed the moral
life of this whole town. When they
came here about 20 years ago, they
found a community of 1,500 people. A
great amount of lawless, thoughtless
life crowded the saloons, the dance-
houses, the cheap resorts of amuse-
ment. Kirk and his wife, after pass-
ing through an experience of great
suffering and temptation, most of
which has always been unknown even
to their own people, came out of their
aflliction with astonishing power over
the life of the place. There is no ques-
tion that the very thinking of the peo-
ple here Is shaped by Malcom Kirk's
Christlanity. The promise he and his

touched by the extent of overcoming
to bz seen In this place. I have been
unable to silence the question, ‘What if
every minister as he entered a new
place, no matter how small or diffi-
cult, entered It with a passion like
Kirk's to redeem the lost part of It
and bring It back to God? I know
this much is true of the work done
here. There has been no unusual ex-
citement and no extraordinary means
employed to produce the astonishing
results. There is no question that Kirk
has certain gualities that have helped
him. HIs volce is, as it always was, a
fine instrument. He knows how to
talk to people, and he writes uncom-
monly well. But, on the other hand,
be is still awkward, homely of appear-
ance and by no means always at his
best. He loves people. [le longs, as
Paul did, for tMe salvation of the
world. And there lies the secret of his
work. It is nothing which other men
may not also have.

“] don’'t know a minister In our
churches anywhere who might not
¢laim .all that Maleom Kirk and his
wife have claimed. They bave over-
come the world by means of their love,
by following the plain path of duty at
the cost of suffering, by not pleasing
themselves. They are still engaged in
the struggle. It will pever cease this
side of death and paradise. But1 wish
that every pastor and every church
might come here and see what has been
done and what the future seems cer-
tain to record. The most malignant
forces of evil bave evidently arrayed
themselves against Kirk and his wife,
and so far these two have overcome
them all. Heaven has won the victory
out here, and 1 do not know why it
should not do so everywhere. Do we
want the world to be saved? Do we
have a passion to save it? Do we put
the kingdom_ first? If we did, should
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buf she Is one ot the most interesting
individual girls 1 ever met. She Is
fond of trying experiments and resem-
bles her father in that respect. She
wants to know and feel things for her-
self and is passionately fond of doing
for other people. 1 begin to get the
impression that she is thoroughly un-
selfish and that she has the making of
a remarkably useful woman. But I
predict for her some trying experi-
ences. She is one of those girls who

wonld make her father and mother
anxious for ber future if It were not

for the fact that they and berself are
Clristian in their whole nature. That
is the salvation of such a girl as Falith,
and Mr. and Mrs. Kirk seem to be
peacefully sure of the fact. All of the
children are members of the chureh,
and all three of them are very evident-
Iy proud of their father and of what he
has done.

“You ask, What has Malcom Kirk
done?Y

“In the first place, in spite of what
seemed like impossibilities, he succeed-
ed years ago in building a church and
parsonage, both of which had been
burned down, it Is supposed, by the
whisky men during the fight which
went on before the amendment was
carried. The church is a comfortable
structure, seating 300 or 400 people,
with several classrooms attached. The
parsonage is a good house of eight
rooms, fairly well furnished, although
Kirk’s peculiar habits of gencrosity
have not permitted anything approach-
ing luxury even in the slightest degree.

“But the buildinz of the church and
parsonuge is in one scuse the very
smallest thing that Kirk has done. It

which it must answer hegvily at the

is not too much to say that he and his

wife made when they came here has
been constantly in mind. The number
of lost men and boys who have been at-
tracted to Kirk's ministry and to Mrs.
Kirk's singing and playing and led to
Chirist Is amazing. Even the business
and political life of the town has been
shaped by Kirk's purpose In life. That
means a grent Jdeal. as any one will ae-
knowledge. This fact, however, Is
shown by the common allusions to Con-
rad by other towns. They speak of it
as ‘IKirkville” A higher compliment to
a man's influence It would be difficult

*o find.
‘It is of course still true that the

devil does business In Conrad. Kirk
has told me that the whisky men have
pever ceased from the day they were
driven out of Courad to attempt to
come back in sume form and carry on
their work. At the present time he
tells me that through failure on the
part of the officers of the law to en-
force tke law the whisky men have
grown bold and opened several places.
He Is right now in the midst of the old
struggle again. This time it is a strug-
gle with state and county officials who
have broken their oaths of office. It ls
the same struggle in another form. At
the bottem of the whisky business in
any state, whether it has a prohibitory
statute or not, is the incentive of great
finaneclal returns for a very little real
labor and also the human passion for
drink, two things which Kirk says
must be recognized by the temperance
people and ahways reckoned upon in
the problem of temperance,

w1t remains therefore to be said that
so far as Kirk and his wife are con-
cerned the contest they began here,
the battle they entered for victory over

we not see the results everywhere that
we see here? 1 shall return home from
my visit to Malecom Kirk with that
question sounding in my heart.”

There was one brief allusion In this
letter which meant even more than
Wilson knew. [t was his allusion to
what he called Malecom Kirk's “pe-
culiar habits of generosity.,” Indl-
rectly these led to events which have
to do with this history of the human
conflict against sin and Involved In
that growing conflict all the meinbers
of Kirk's fawmily.

A rew days arter Wilson's departure
Faith and her mother were sitting to-
gether In the “common room,” as Faith
called it, the room that the family
used for dining and sitting room to-
gether. Dorothy was sewing, and
Faith was heiping her with some work
on the boys' suits. J

It was nbout 11 o'clock in the mogn-
ing, and Malecom Kirk was up®stairs
in his study. The boys were at school,
and Faith, who had finished the high
school, had been staying at home for
two years helping her mother.

“Mother, how does Gilbert manage
to tear his coat across the back like
that?” asked Faith, bolding up that
garment and looking at it with grave
astonishment.

Dorothy could not help smiling, al-
though the next instant she sighed a
little.

“He sald one of the boys pushed him
against a wire fence last Saturday
while they were out fishing near ‘The
Forks.' "

“Well, the boy that did it ought to be
made to wear It after 1 have mended
i{t. That would be ‘making the punish-

the basket to find some thread.

“I'm sorry Gilbert basn't a better
suit,” said Dorothy gravely. “He must
try to get along with it this fall, any-
way. Mend it as carefully as you can,
Faith.”

“Yes, ma'am,” replied Faith. *“I am
trying to find something besides white
silk. At the same time, mother, don't

workman, and gave the people a
pewsy paper, lived economically, and
in the course of a year he paid every
dollar that he owed.

On the 220d of August, 1879, the
first issue of the Hampton County
Guardian appeared, and it has been pub-
lished ever since by Mr. McSweeney.

At

P iy

you tlildk “white silk on a black back-
ground would be a warning to Gilbert
not to get his coat torn again?”’

Mrs. Kirk laughed, and before she
could answer the bell rang.

Faith put aside the work and went
to the door.

“Can [ see Mr. Kirk?’ asked a volce
that Dorothy recognized at once.

“No,” sald Falth decidedly. “Father
Is In his study writing, and he ought
not to be disturbed.”

“But he told me to call today, and 1
want to see him very much.”

“Did he tell you to call this morn-
ing?"

“Well—no—he sald today. But I
couldn’t come at any other time.”

There was silence a moment while
Falth stood holding the door uncertain-
Iy, but still resolutely blocking the en-
trance. .

Malcom Kirk came out of his study
gt the top of the upper hall. *“Is that
Mr. Barnes, Faith? Tell him to come
up.li

Faith at once stepped aside, and a
shabby looking man came in. As he
passed the door of the sitting room he
bowed clumsily and sald, “Good morn-
ing, Mrs. Kirk.” Then he stumbled
nolsily up stairs and entered Malcom’s
study. The door closed, and Faith
went back to her work.

TO BE CONTINUED.

FROM BOTTOM TO TOP

How.Pluck and Perseverance
Conquer Success.

RECORD OF MILES B. McSWEENEY.

Left an Orphan at an Early Age, a Poor
Newsboy Becomes a Printer, Then
an Editor, and Then Governor of
His State.

MiLes B. MCSWEENEY can be truly
referred to asa self-made man. He was
left fatherless at the age of 4 years, his
father dying of yellow fever in Charles-
ton,

Young McSweeney’s struggles for a
livelihood began before he reached his
10th year. He sold newspapers and
clerked in a book store. While clerk-
ing be attended a night school, and
became very fond of reading and
writing.

While in the book store he met Mr.
Augustive Ford, a member of a com-
puny that had beguu the publication
of a psper known ns The Gazelte.
This was in 1867.

McSweeney aflierwards worked for
Burke & Ford, job prioters. From
there he went to Edward Perry's,
where he completed his apprenticeship
as a job printer. At this time Wash.
ington and Lee universily, of Lexing-
ton, Va., had offered & scholarship to
the Charleston Typographical Union,
which was to be awarded 1o the most
deserving of the young men Lhen em-
ployed in Charleston printing offices.
By a majority of votes of members of
the uwien, youvg McSweeney was
chosen and the scholarship given to
him., Oun account of the lack of
menns, he found that he could not pay
for his bourd and clothing, and was
obliged, after spending a part of the
session, to give up his desire for a
collegiate education. Like all goud
typos at that time, he was a uvion
printer, and served Columbia Typo
graphical Union as corresponding sec-
retary and afterwards as president.

He was among Lhe first to sign the
roll for re-organization of the Phecnix
Hook and Ladder company, of Colum-
bia, and served as secretary of the
compuny for a number of years.

Mr. MeSweeney's record as a Demo-
crat is wellknown, and he did faithful
work for his party in 1876.

Mr. McSweeney moved to Ninety-
Six, m Abbeville county, and com
menced the publication of the Ninety-
Six Guardian, This was his first busi

The paper has been well managed and
is looked upon today as one of the
best in the state. Mr. McSweeney has
ever beed foremost in everything cal-
cftated to help:his state, town and
county.

He is regarded %s one of the best
business men in his section, and has
heen successful in every undertaking.
His progressive spirit is seen in differ-
ent parts of Hampton, and he has de-
veloped ‘and improved every lot pur-
chased by him in that town.

The school house in Hampton was
built by money loaned to the town by
a few citizens, The resolution was
offered by Mr. Mc8weeney at a public
meeting and it was unanimously agreed
to.

As intendant of the town he after-
wards saw every dollar of indebtedness
paid. He served for five terms and
then declined re-election.

Mr, McSweeney also took a promi-
nent part in building the Methodist
and Baptist churches, He not only
contributed liberally ; but solicited
subscriptions in Augusta aod Charles-
ton. He is a member of the Methodist
church, and contributes liberally « f his
means to its support.

Mr. McSweeney bas always been
prominent in politics, and has been
three times honored as a delegate to
the National Democratic convention.

At the first St. Louis convention in
1888 he voted for Cleveland and Thur-
man, and at the convention in July,
1896, be voted for Bryau and Sewall.
At the Kanpsas City convention he
voted for Bryan and Stevenson.

He served the Democracy of his
county for 10 years as county chair-
map, declining in 1894, when he was
elected to the legislature.

He has always taken great interest
in the military of his state, and was
on the rtaff of General Stokes and
General Moore, with the rank of major
and lieutenant colonel. During his
service in the legislature he was chair-
man of the committee on military.

Mr. McSweeney takes keen interest
in all educational matters, and was for
geveral years a trustee of the South
Cuarolina college and a member of the
board of visitors of the Citadel, and
by virtue of his ofice is chairman of
both boards at preseat.

He is a member of the order of
the Knights of Honor and the Koights
of Pythias, and has been honored by
both organizations,

Mr. McSweeny was a member of the
State Democratic Executive commitlee
for n pumber of years, He was for
eight years president of the South
Carolina State Press association.

Iu 1896 he was elected lieutenant-

goveroor by a handsome majority and
re-elected in 1898 without opposition,
and on the death of Governor Wm.
H. Ellerbe, in June, 1899, he took the
oath of office of governor and has
since discharged the duties of the
office with the same business ability
that he muanaged his own private
affuirs. As president of the senate he
presided with fairoess and impartiality
und to the entire satisfaction of the
senators.
His administration as governor has
been free from blunders and the office
has been conducted on business prinei-
ples. Even his political enemies have
to concede this. He vow asks an en-
dorsement of his fellow-citizens by an
election to a full term, and justice and
fuir dealing which characterize the peo-
ple of South Caroliva demand and will
give as much.
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S1x HUNDRED MASSACRED.—Says a
Houg Kong dispateh of Thursday :
“Aun Italian priest bas just arrived
here from Hen Sien Fu, in southern
Huan, where the Italian bishop and
three priests have been massacred after
revolling torture. 'This took place on
July 4, Six hundred converts were
massacred after the women had been
subjected 1o the most hideous brutali-
ties, Six other priests fled to the hills,
where they were probably killed. The
priest who escaped had a perilous
journey Lo Kong Kong. He hidin a

ness venture. He had a capital of §65,

coftin on board a river boat for 17 days.

Plead Their Cuits&_as Before
Sovereigns of York.

BI6 DAY IN YORKVILLE SATURDAY.

Candidates For Governor Discuss
Whisky—The Evans's Have Their
Usual Quarrel, a8 Also Do Capers
and McMahan, Durham and
Booker—Senator Tillman Winds
Up the Meeting With a Charac-
teristic Speech.

In point of attendance, the state
camnpaign meeting in Yorkville, last
Saturday, broke the record of the pres-
ent canvass, So say the candidates,
aud so snys Mr. August Koho, in his
report to the News and Courier and
Columbin State. There must have
been filteen hundred people present ;
possibly more. It was a strong re-
minder of the great meetings of the
eurly nineties ; but was unlike them
in that there was a noticeable absence
of passion and prejudice. Io the old
days demagogueism was at a prem-
inm ; but those who tried iv last Sat-
urday realized that it was at a dis-
count, If they did not realize the

crimination was less than that of the
crowd. Tillman was there, and he

revidently saw it. There was no doubt

about the fact that he was among his
friends, These included many who
formerly looked upon him only as a
demagogue of the first water ; but now
recognize him as a statesman of merit
and ability, The old hypnotic influ-
ence with which he use to sway crowds
to his will was lacking. He encoun-
tered pot the least unfriendliness.
There was none to encounter. He
could see and feel, however, that
while he had full license to say what-
ever he had a mind to say, and even
indulge in his peculiarly affected abuse
without daoger of exciting serious re-
sentment, his friends collectively and
individually, reserved the right to deal
with pendiog questions as their best

go only with Tillman; but with the
other speakers. Taken all in all, it
was an ideal meeting, for it included
all the conditions required for a com-
plete justification of the rule that makes
candidates present their claims to the
people from the stump.

In spite of the threatening aspect of
the clouds overhead, it was determined
to hold the meeting at the baseball
park in accordance with previous ar-
rangements, and by 11 o'clock the big
grand stand that boids a thousand
people, was filled to its utmost capaci-
ty. There were & few ladies in the
crowd, but pot a great many. The
speakers occupied an improvised plat-
form, facing the grand stand, wiibin
convenient heariog distance, and the
arrangement was generally satisfactory
al! around.

RAILROAD COMMISSIONER.

After calling the meeting to order,
Chairman Brice introduced Rev. B. H.
Grier, who offered prayer. There was
music by the Gold Hill band, and the
gpeakiog was opened by the introduc-
tion of candidates for railroad com-
missioner.  These candidates are
Messrs. B. B. Evans, of Edgefield ; W.
D. Evans, the present incumbent, of
Marlboro; Thomas N. Berry, of Dar-
lington ; J. E. Pettigrew, Florence ; W.
D. Mayfield, of Richland ; J. H. Whar-
ton, of Laurens. Each was allowed
10 minutes and they consumed about
one hour of time.

There is a lively and bitter quarrel
between W. D, Evans and B. B. Evans.
B. B. Evans is't gressor. He be-
gan during the ﬁh¥eetinga to charge
W. D. Evans wit® incompetency, in-
efficiency and dishonesty. His charges
are ostensibly aimed at the whole com-
inission ; but they are made in such a
way 88 Lo leave no doubt of their be-
ing intended especially for W. D.
Evans, Inreply, W.D. Evans chargevs
B. B. Evans as beiog a kind of a cow-
ardly camp follower who went to the
Spanish war, after hostilities were over,
in a soft berth, accepted a rotten posi-
tion in a rotten postoffice, under a rot-
ten Republican admioistration, after
which he came back to South Carolina,
and imposed upon people with rotten
insurance policies, issued in the name
of rotten iusurance companies, B, B,
Evaps denounces W. D. Evans’s state-
ments as false, and when W. D, pro-
duces what he calls sufficient proof, B.
B. denounces that as false, B. B. also
charges the railroad commission with
derelection of duty and violation of
law in allewing the railroads to charge
25 cents excess on fares that have to
be collected without tickets. W. D,

but claims that there has been no com-
plaint. B. B. asserts that the railroad
conductors have asked the commis-
sion to do away with the practice, and
W. D. has to adwit that such is the
fact. It looked several times last Sat-
urday asif the colloquy would lead toa
rough and tumble hair pulling match ;
but as to whether the repeated gentle
admonitions of Chairman Brice to the
effect that there should be no person-
alties, averted the crisis, or it's all
wind and no thunder anyway, did not
develop. Both tried to tell something
about South Carolina local rates as
compared with the local rates of other
states ; but each denied what the other
had to say and it was very evideat
that neither made much headway in
the matter of getting votes.

Mr, Thomas N, Berry explained that
there were seven candidates for one
office, and thut it was the duty of the
people to select the best business man
in the crowd. He claimed that hon-
esty, competency and sobriety were
the necessary qualifications, and that
he had them all. He said that he was
a. Prohibitionist straight out, and in
order to impress his name on the

(Continued on Second Page.)

fuct it was because their sense of dis- -~

judgment should dictate. It 'was not-

admilts the existence of this custom ;-
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