© Seaps and facts,

— Secretary Hester’s statement of
the world’s visible supply of cotton
for the week ending last Friday, shows
an increase for the week just closed of
31,863 bales, against a decrease of 47,
114 lust year. ‘The total visible is 4,
140,152 against 4,108,269 last week,
and 5,545,726 last year. Of this the
total of American cotton is 3,361,152
bules, against 3,368,269 last week and
4,674,326 last year, and of all other
kinds, including Egypt, Brazil, India,
ete., 779,000 bales, against 740,000 last
week, and 871,000 last year. Of the
world’s visible there is now afloat and
held in Great Britain and Continental
Europe 1,911,000 bales against 3,349,
000 last year ; in Egypt 204,000 against
275,000 ; in India, 328,000 aguinst 306,-
000; and in the United States, 1,697,
000 against 1,616,000.

— A Hudson, New York, dispatch of
January 31,says: Rev. Charles Mc-
Daniel and Miss Lula Bame were mar-
ried this afternoon at the home of the
bride’s parents, by the Rev. George C.
Yeisley. Rev. Mr. McDaniel is the
pastor of St. John’s Lutheran church,
the trustees of which refused to allow
him to preach the past two Sundays on
account of his attachment for the
young woman whom he bas wedded.
The young lady bas worked in a mill
for a livelihood and his parishoners
felt offended at his selection. The
bride is a bandsome young woman
against whom nothing can be said ex-
cept that she is younger and perhaps
not as well to do as some others of the
women of the congregation who failed
to secure the minister. The couple
left tonight to visit various places in
the south on a wedding tour.

— Tt was stated in the British parlia-
ment, last Thursday, that within two
weeks from that date Great Britain
wou'd bave 213,000 men in South
Africa, including some 10,000 already
killed and wounded. This is the larg-
est number of men that Great Brituin
has ever had in the field at one iime
in all her history.
used only 80,000 men in the Crimean
war. At Waterloo she had ooly 25,
000. So far onoly about 80,000 men
have been operating at the front, and
10,000 are still shut up in Ladysmith.
T'here are in Cape Colony some 70,-
000 men who bave pot yet been in
action, because of thelack of transpor-
tation facilities and because of the
necessity of maiutaining garrisous to
prevent the uprising of the Dutch va-
tions. It isintimated that there are
now en route on the ocean about 18,
000 men.

— All along for many months past,
Jupan has been supposed to be in close
alliance with Great Britain against
Russia, which country, it will be re-
membered, robbed Japan of the fruits
of her war with China. Russia has
since been encroaching upon Japan and
several times it has been reported that
the Japs were about to go to war with
Russin. A story that was seot out
from Washington last Friday is start-
ling, if true. It is to the effect that
Japan has formed an offensive and de-
fensive alliance with Russia, by the
terms of which Russia isto concede to
and protect Jupan in certain rights on
the Asiatic mainland. On the other
hand, Japan is to make no further ob-
jection to the exteusion of Russian in-
fluence in directions to which Russia
is anxiously looking. The same dis-
patch says that as the result of the
development of this information, the
navy department at Washington has
dispatched three warships to Chinese
waters; but for what purpose is not
explained.

—Says a Washington dispateh of Feb-
roary 2: “Within the past few days
several Republican senators have taken
oceasion to present their views to the
president in plain lavgusge. They
have insisted that the treaties offer
greater advantages to France, the Ar-
gentine Republic and British West In-
dies than the United States will receive
in return. They have found the presi-
dent strongly committed to the recip-
rocity idea. He has referred to the
position taken by James G. Blaine, and
has quoted the platform of thelast Re-
publican national convention. He has
not, however, been able to gain any
converts from the ranks of the hoslile
senalors, and he has, therefore, simply
suggested that no attempt be made, for
the present at least, Lo ratify the treat-
jes., It isnot expected that he will
consent to withdraw the trealies, as
this would place him in a very embar-
rassing situation, and he will throw
upon the Republican senate the res-
ponsibility of non-action or defeat.”

— Governor Thomas, of Colorado, is
giving some attention to a bill that
will, if passed, place the granting of
marriage licenses in the hands of a
board of medical examiners. The
governor looks favorably upon the
weasure, which was prepared by a
personal frieud, and it is expected to
embody the salient points in his mes-
sage to the assembly. In brief, the
bill provides for each county a board
of medical examiners, to consist of
three physiciavs, no two of the same
school, and where possibly the board
is to have one or more female members.
No licenses shall be granted until a
certificate is had from the board that
the man is not less than 25 years old,
the woman is not less than 22, and
that both are free from dipsomnia,
organic or true insanily, hereditary
insanity, tuberculosis of the lungs or
other vital organs, hereditary asthma,
serofula, epilepsy, and other diseases,
and that there is no blood relations
existing between them. In no case
shall a certificate be granted to a per-
son notorious for moial depravity or
shall at the time of the application be
on trial, under bonds or in prison for
felony.

— Governor Goebel, of Kentucky,
died last Saturday evening at 6.45
o'clock. In his dying hours he said :
“I wish to announce that I do not hold
myself in open violence to the Word
of God.”  Among his last requests
was that the Democrats continue within
the law and not precipitate riot.
Within a short time after the govern-
or's death, Lieutenant Governor J. W,
C. Beckham took the oath of office as
governor, DBefore the death of Goebel,
a stenograpber named Alouzo Walker
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the door of Taylor’s private office, be-
ing unable to get inside. He was ar-
rested by the military. His wife swore
out a writ of habeas corpus before
Judge Moore. The sheriff tried to
serve the wril ; but was prevented by
Taylor's military. The judge then
ordered the sheriff to organize a posse
and use such force as might be neces-
sary. Walker was released by order
of Taylor, the latter representing that
the arrest had been made because
of Walker's alleged attempt to incite
the troops to muliny. It was really a
case of backdown. Without any posi-
tive declaration, it was the under-
standing on the part of the Demo-
crats of the legislature that they
would not go to London, It was un-
derstood to be the intention of Govern-
or Taylor to arrest enough of them to
wake a quorum and take them there.
The Democrats had about decided on
Sunday to remove their headquarters
to Louisville. It was arranged Sub-
day that the funeral of Governor Goe-
bel take place on Thursday and that
the body lie in state in Frankfort on
Wednesday. It was expected that
many thousands of Democrats would
congregute in Frankfort today for the
purpose of viewing the remains. It
was understood also thut General Cas-
tleman, appointed by Governor Goebel
to command the state troops, would
reorganize the same with the result of
creating a new army, The last infor-
wation presumed peace until after the
fuperal and then it was understood
that matters would be brought to a
crisis.
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— The fate of the reciprocity trealy
with France is in more or less doubt.
Although negotiated under the super-
vision of President McKinley, who is
a disciple of Blaine in the reciprocity
idea, many Republican protectionists
are protesting vehemently on the
ground that France will get more ben-
efit than will be received by the United
States. It is likely that the protests
are based largely on the fact that the
greatest benefits may be expected to
accrue Lo the cotton producing sections
of the south ?

— -
— The Kentucky Republicans bave
put into circulation a story to the ef-
fect that Governor Goebel was assas-
sinated by a near friend of the late
John Sanford, the man who was killed
by Goebel. A man named Rodman,
who claimed that he was in Frank-
fort at the time of the shooting, first
told the story last Saturday, in Wells-
ton, Ohio. There is a shade of plausi-
bility in the suggestion that the assas-
sin only took advantage of the politi-
cal excitement as a cloak to his motive ;
but still, the theory of political con-
spiracy has not been weakened in the
least.

— We reproduce today an interview
which Senator McLaurin recently gave
to The Manufacturers’ Record at the
request of that publication. The in-
terview is in line with the senator's
general policy as a representative of
South Carolina and the south, in the
senate. He has never been disposed
to waste time or thought in trying to
keep alive dead or settled issues. Io-
stead of erying over spilt milk of the
past, he prefers to live in the present
and for the future, and all his efforts
are devoted to the development of the
material interests of thissection. The
interview throws light on matters that
are of especial interests to the people
of the south ; but of which the people
of this section have heretofore known
little,
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— While we confess that we are
somewhat mixed as to the merits of
the political quarrel in Kentucky, our
sympathies are on the side of the Dem-
ocrats, We believe that the best in-
terests of the state of Kentucky re-
quire that the Democrats should win,
Had we not so thought before the
assassination of Governor Goebel, we
would certainly think so now. While
upon the face of the election returns
Taylor was elected governor, and
while it is a fact that fraud and force
on both sides seems to be the controll-
ing element in elections, still there is
no doubt of the fact that a majority of
the wealth and intelligence of the state
is in the Democratic party, while the
Republican party is coutrolled princi-
pally by vicious ignorance and selfish-
ness, very much the same asin South
Carolina, except that in Kentucky the
majority of the Republicans are white,
instead of black, as in this state. The
ohject of the Goebel law, which seems
to bave been the principal cause of
present trouble, was very much the
same as the registration laws of South
Carolina, and while it is quite natural
that this law should be obnoxious to
the Republicans of the State, still these
Republicans were not justifiable in
resorting to assassination for the pur-
pose of redressing their ieal or imagi-
nary grievances. O course, as lo
whether the assassination of Governor
Goebel was the result of a carcfully
planned conspiracy canuot be definite-
ly known at this time. We do not
like to think that men, whether Re-
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great commonwealth, could be guilty
of attempting to accomplish their ends
by such savage means, Still, howev-
er, when we cousider all the public
threats that have been made by Re
publican leaders and the scant respecl
they have all along showed for consti-
tuted anthority, it is not unreasonable
to saddle them with the responsibility
even if they did votactually direct the
commission of the erime. But possi-
bly some good may come out of the
present crisis after all. We do not
think it at all unlikely that Kentucky
was deliberately stolen by the Repub-
licans for McKinley three years ago,
and we believe, further, that fraud has
been growing more and more rampant
ever since. Possibly the situation in
which the two parties have at last
found themselves may bring both to a
realization of the fact that the best and
only way to get along with each other
in peace, is by the exercise of the most
scrupulous honesty and firmuess in all
things pertaining to the conduct of
elections and the administration of the
law.

S
ONLY T0 MAKE MONEY.

Is the honest making of money an
evil? That is a question which, on
its face, seems to be too absurd to be
worth the asking ; but upon a little re-
flection one can see that it is not near-
ly so absurd as it appears.

““He is only trying to make money,"”
is an expression that one hears almost
every day, and usually the expression
is in a questionable tone that seems to
inquire into motives and impute dis-
repute, regardless of whether the en-
terprise under consideration be com-
mendable or not. Indeed, the dispo-
sitiou indicated seems to he so com-
mon as to warrant its being placed
among the most discreditable charae-
teristics of human nature, for it is a
fact that in nine cuses out of ten such
an ohservation arises ouly out of the
impotent envy of Lthe speaker.

We are led to these reflections prin-
cipally on account of newspaper com-
menls on the enterprise of the pub.
lishers of the Topeka Daily Capital in
securing Rev. Charles M. Sheldon to
edit that paper for a week. Hundreds
of papers, in refering to this matter,
have thrown in the slur “only a money
making scheme.” Butisit? Largely
so, no doubt : but not entirely. How-
ever, admit that it is “only a money
making scheme,” what is wrong with
it? DPeople will patronize it with their
eyes wide open. If they get Lheir
woney’s worth they have no cause to
complain; and if they do not think
they get their money’s worth they have
only themselves to blame. Surely no
one can question the right of the To-
peka Daily Capital to undertake such
an enterprise, or the right of Mr. Shel-
don tc help it along.  We are unable
to see how or why the publishers of
the Daily Capital should undertake to
send out their paper to all who might
desire it, free of charge; and if they
should happen to get out of the enter-
prise a considerable surplus over and
above the expeuse, it seems to us that
they will have the right to dispose of
that surplus as they see fit, If they
fail to get a surplus, it is not difficult
to imagine who will sustain the loss.

There is entirely too much of this
envious feeling abroad.  There is not
only no harm in the honest making ol
money ; but such work is always laud-
able. Afier money has been honest-
ly made the responsibility comes in
the wise expenditure of it. Those
who know how to make it honestly
usually know how to expend it wisely.

While we have often been struck
with the discreditableness of question-
ing or sluring the motives of the mak-
er of money through honest enterprise,
we no less feel the responsibility of
the public with regard to those who
seek to make money through dishon-
est means. It is for these that all
questions ought to be saved, and if the
public were more discriminating in the
distribution of its commendation and
condemnation along these lines, the
result would be much better for all
concerned.

—_— - —— -—
IN A BAD HUMOR.

Our esteemed contemporary, the
Spartanburg Herald, woke up in a bad
bumor on Sunday morning. We pre-
sume this because we'know that when
people allow themselves to full into
a bad humor they are inclined to snap
and snarl, and when The Herald woke
up Sunday morning, it wus snapping
and snarling, The cause of The Her-
ald’s bad humor was evidently the ar-
gument that was printed in THg EN-
Quirkr of last Saturday in favor of
the state's assumption of the debt that
the city of Itock Hill incurred on ac-
count of the establishment of Win-
throp college.

It is a vight funny editorial that The
Herald has on this subject. “Rock
Hill’s Bad Faith” iz the heading, and
the text is introduced with the state-
ment that THE ENQUIRER is whining,
We have read the whole thing with
much interest, and we have been im-
pelled to wonder, as we have wonder-
ed time and again under the same cir-
cumstances before, why itis that peo-
ple cannot learn that when they allow
themselves to full into a tantrum, they
should keep their mouths shat until
after the restoration of their wouted
serenity.  What Philip sober would
say we do not know; but hereis the
way Philip said it while he was mad :

Spartanburg was an aetive competitor
for this college.  We sent a strong delega-
tion to Colunibin to present the elaims of
this eity.  Under the provisions of’ law by
which the site was o be selected, we

<utlivient pi
to serionsly aspire to the control o o

neude n bid and it was in the best ot Gith
aned every dolle of it would have been

paid cheerfully and without a whimper.
We knew our strength, the money was in
sight, and we ought by rights to have got-
ten the college. Rock Hill saw fit to raise
our bid, and we remarked at the time that
she was pu_v,'in{.' dearly for her whistle.
Certainly we did not expect after that
close eompetition that she would ever call
upon the state to release her from the ob-
ligations, She went into this thing with
her eyes wide open and Rock 1ill ought
to be made to stand by the letter of her
contract. There are hundreds of places
in South Carnlina as well suited for this
school as Roek Hill. They wanted it and
were able to pay for it. Because Rock
Hill promised more than Spartanburg
was willing to promise, she got the col-
lege. Now she ought to pay for her prize.
We feel sure that we are right in this mat-
ter,and whether Tigr ENqUIRER reall
represents the sentiment of the Rock
Hill people or not, the chances are that
this is the opening wedge to build npa
sentiment to relieve Rock Hill of these
obligations, We beliove the Gaflney
htitlger will bear out the position we have
taken.

Now just where The Herald gets its
warrant for imputing “bad faith” to
the people of Rock Hill we are unable
tosee. In what we had to say on the
subject last Saturday, we took occa-
sion to say that we had never heard
the slightest suggestion of dissatisfac-
tion on the part of Rock Hill in regard
to the matter. We have not assumed
to represent the sentiment of the Rock
Hill people in the proposition we are
now advocating. We do vot know
whether the people of Rock Hill agree
with us in our contention or not, and
we do not care. We made the sug-
gestion on our own responsibility, be-
cause we believed it to be right, and
what others may think cannot change
our opinion on the suhject, unless
their thoughts are coupled with logic
sufficient to show us that we are mis-
taken. The Herald’s charge of bad
faith agaiost the people of Rock Hill
then, must be taken as a purely gratu-
itous evidence of its bad humor,

But this idea of the state's assump-
tion of the debt that Rock Hill incur-
red on account of the establishment of
Winthrop, is not original with us,
That, in view of this attack from Spar-
tanburg, we freely confess. It is an
idea that we borrowed from Spartan-
burg. Some ten years ago a represen-
tative of Spartanburg county sought
to induce the general assembly to as
sume the indebledness that the vari-
ous counties of Lhe state had contract-
ed on account of railroad building.
Spartanburg had, at that lime, the
heaviest debt of any county-in the
state, and hence the proposition from
a Spartanburg representative, But we
did vot consider that proposition just
for the reason that many of the coun-
ties would have been called upon Lo
contribute for improvements from
which they derive no direct benefit.
Every county in the state, however, is
supposed to derive equal benefit from
Winthrop, and that is why we consid-
er it especially just that they assume
their equal share of this disproportion-
ate burden that is now being horne
for their convenience by a single com-
munity. If there is anything wrong
then in this idea, The Herald will
please lay the responsibility not upon
the people of Rock Hill, who are en-
tirely innocent ; but upon the shoul-
ders of THE ENQUIRER, or perchance,
upon the shoulders of the Spartanburg
people who originated the proposition
to have the state assume the railroad
debt of their county.

Even in The Herald's tantrum, we
see evidence of 'a realization of the
justice of this proposition to relieve
Rock Hill of this unjust burden. “The
chances are that this is the opening
wedge,"” it says. If it really consider-
ed the proposition as unjust and ab-
surd, it would see no place for that
opening wedge which, whether it ever
comes or not, certainly ought to be in-
scrted.  And this is not all.  Clearly
has The Herald, in its anger, exhibited
its dog in a manger spirit. How is
the city of Spartanburg to be injured
by this just relief of Rock Hill, or
how are Spartanburg or Gaffney to be
henefitted if Rock Hill is not relieved ?
Those are questions we would have
‘The Herald take up so soou as it re-
covers its good humor. And io the
meantime, however, strongly our es-
teemed contemporary may hold the
people of Rock Hill responsible for such
views as we have seen fit to express,
we promise not to hold the people of
Spartanburg responsible for the rather
peculiar utterances of The Herald.

—_———————————

THE WAR IN AFRICA.

something Golng on But the Public is Kept
in the Dark.

Since last Saturday there has been
but little satisfactory information from
the war in South Africa, the censor-
ship being as strict as usual.

Reports from London indicate that
while the British people of all par-
ties are a unit in upholding the pres-
tige of the British empire, which is
considered to be in grave danger,
there is rising indignation on account
of the swullness and bickerings of
those who have charge of the gov-
ernment. The government officials
and the party leaders on both sides
are accusing each other most bitterly.

The story that General Buller had
recrossed the Tugela viver and is aguin
advaucing to the reliel of Ladysmith
is constantly repeated from unofficial
sources; but the war office as persis-
tently denies that it has any informa-
tion with regard to such movement,

A dispatch of Monday from Durban
reports that General Buller's forces are
engaged in another heavy fight ; but
there are no details, As to whether
General Buller has been reinforced
since the Spion Kop affair is not
known, and there is a feeling that if he
has not been reinforced he stands but
little chanee of success.

Lord Roberts, the commander-in-
chief of the South African forces, is
still in Cape Colony organizing the
arriying troops and making arrange-
ments for their trausfer to the front,
It is reported that he is looking for-
ward to an early invasion of the Or-
ange Free State ; but it is not thought
that he will be ready to move for at
least three weeks,

LOCAL AFFAIRS.

INDEX TO NEW ADVERTISEMENTS.

Jag, M, Starr & Co., Leading Drugpgists—
Say that on Monday, February 5, thev
burned all the old garden seed they had
on hand and have a fresh supply. They
offer a 10 pound box of tobacco for §2.90.
Also speak of guano and acid.

W. B. Moore & Co.—Are sole agents for
the Gaffney Carpet Manufacturing Co.,
and say they will save you money on
carpets, art squares and rugs.

W. W. Boyce, County Auditor—Prints a
notice to taxpayers.

John E. Carroll, County Superintendent
of FEducation—Announces that the reg-
ular examination of applicants to teach
in the public schools will take place on
the 23d inst,

W. M. Kennedy, Agent—Has garden
seed, onion sets, etc. Also fresh gro-
ceries and stationery,and Lamm & Co.'s
spring and summer clothing samples.

H. C. Strauss—Announces a 20 per cent.
disconnt sale, which will last 10 days.
He offers bargains in winter goods.

P. W, Love—Gives notice to subscribers
to Tur ENqQUIRER on his clnb who
have not paid up.

ABOUT PEOPLE.

Mr. R. J. Withers bas been quite
ill during the past ten days and is
still confined to his home.

Representative Thomas F. McDow
came up from Columbia last Saturday
on important professional business.

Mr. W. 8, Shelor, of Charlotte, has
been spending a few days in Yorkville
on business. He is the guest of Mr.
Dan T. Woods,

The statement that Dr. Paul T.
Gordon had returned to Texas was
premature. Dr. Gordon will be here
for some days yet.

Dr. W. D. Hope has gone to Bal-
timore to take aspecial course at the
University of Maryland. He will be
away about six weeks.

Senator Love's acceptance of the
position of penitentiary director would
indicate that he has no idea of again
being a candidate for the seuate,

AUCTION SALES,

Auction sales took place from the
court house steps last Monday as fol-
lows:

By the sheriff:

At the suit of Mrs. Ida M. Wylie
against John I, Barron and others, a
tract of 40} acres lying within the
town of Yorkville, from one-half to
one mile east of the court house.
Bought by the York Cotton mills for
$775.

By tbe clerk :

Under foreclosure, in the case of
Voorhees, Miller & Co. vs. Amanda M.
Byers, a tract in Broad River tlownship
containing 180 acres, and known as
the Wisher, land. Bought by the
plaintiff for $901.

Under foreclosure, in the case of T.
Nelson Thomasson vs. Milton Menden-
hall and others, a tract of 191} acres
in Bethesda township. Bought by W.
H. Moore for $1,400.

Under foreclosure, at the suit of
Mary W. Miller and others against
John R. Lindsay, 1 house and lot in
the town of Yorkville, known as the
J. R. Lindsay residence. Bought by
J. 8. Muller, attorney, for $500. In
the same case, a tract of 425 acresin
Bullock’s Creek township. Bought by
J. 8. Muller, attorney, for $750.

7L ATTEMPT TO POISON.

Will Fewell, colored, and his wife,
Missouri Fewell, were committed to
jail on Monday afternoon by Magis-
trate R. M. Anderson on the charge
of having attempled to poison the
family of Mr. Brevard Fewell, of Ebe-
nezer, mf
It seems that as he was about to
commence his breakfast on Sunday
morning, Mr. Fewell detected a pecu-
liarly disagreeable flavor to the sau-
sage that had been served,and upon
examination he found that not only
the portion he had taken on his plate ;
but the entire dish full was filled with
match beads. On account of various
circumstances that had occurred from
time to time previously, Mr. Fewell's
suspicions fell on the Negro Will, and
he quietly sent for Magistrate An
derson.

It was about 3 o'clock before Magis-
trate Anderson arrived, and as soon as
the magistrate put in his appearance,
the Negro started to run., After a
chase of some eight or ten miles he
was finally captured at about sun-
down, and upon being accused of put-
ting the match headsin the sausage
he freely confesssed ; but claimed that
his object was to poison his wife, with
whom he was at outs and who was
cooking for the family of Mr. Fewell.

But little importance is attached to
the Negro'sstory. It seems that the
fellow had been corrected a few days
before for washing his face and hands
in a bowl that was for the use of Mr.
Fewell's family, and on account of
this and other things, itis presumed
that he was trying to get even.

WITHIN THE TOWN.

There has been still further im-
provement in the New York contract
market since last Friday. At the
12 o'clock call yesterday 8.10 was
bid for February cotton, This is a
gain of 10 points. On the Yorkville
market, cotton is worth from 7} to
8§ cents.

As the result of an unfortunate con-
fusion in dates, the Mozart Symphony
Club, which was advertised to appear
in Yorkville on Monday night, did not
get here. The trouble occurred in
this way. The Club had made a date
for Monday night with the Lyceum at
Gastonia, and for Tuesday night with
Mr. Herndon. The Lyceum has s'nce
fell through and the managers of the
club requested Mr. Herndon to change
his date to Monday. This he did in the
advertisement and he was afterward
called out of town by a business en-
gagement. Just after his departure, a
letter came announcing that another
organization had taken the Monday
night date at Gastonia, and requesting
that the Yorkville dates be changed

;fiile u good sized nudience present.

not get back to Yorkville in time to
muke the necessary correction last
Saturday, and hence the conlinued
confusion, The club was billed to ap-
pear here lust night (Tuesday) and
notwithstunding the confusion, when
THE ENQUIRER went Lo press the
probability was that there would be

fore than once attention has been
culled in these columns to the large
number of loafers infestivg the town of
Yorkville. Instead of ubating, the
evil seems to be growing. An inci-
dent of Sunday afternoon demonstrates
the seriousness of the situation. A
pumber of loafers, white and colored,
became engaged in o brawl. It is
quite probable that the brawl was
occasioned through or by whisky ; but
that is neither here nor there. The
fact remains that at least one of the
loafers was armed. He fired a pistol
at another, and endangered the lives
of prominent citizens, ladies and gen-
tlemen, walking along the sidewalks,
Such oceurrences ought not to be tole-
rated. They do not have to be tole-
rated. There is a remedy. Loafers
of any kind are no good to a commu-
nity. They have no right in a com-
munity. It is the duty of a communi-
ty to run them out, T'his can be done
by making idleness, without visible
means of support, an offense punisha-
ble by fine or labor on the public
works?c‘i‘ha question, ““Where are you
working ?” should be applied as a sat-
isfuctory Lest in all doubtful cases. In
this way it is possible to put a stop to
gambling, liquor selling and other such
occupations. The town can sustain
o injury by getting rid of people who
cannot give a salisfactory answer Lo
the question suggested. Uwnless some
step of this pature is taken soon, it
will not be a great while before the
worthless, vagabond class that infests
the town will have gained such as-
ceudency as to be beyond control. It
is to be hoped that action will not be
deferred until another Sunday shoot-
ing scrape on one of the prominent
streets of the town results in the kill-
ing of some promineut citizen.

STRANGLED BY RUMOR.

Deadly as the dagger of the assassin
and as destructive as the touch of the
incendiary, is the poisonous breath of
idle rumor. While the two former do
murder and arson the lutter destroys
reputation, kills confidence and wrecks
business enterprise. The two are no
more certain in their work than the
one. The effects of all are equally
baneful,

Upon application of the president
and directors, the Commercial and
Farmers' Baok, of Ruck Hill, was
taken under the protection of the court
last Saturday. This action was rend-
ered necessary as the last resort after
a long and brave struggle against the
power of unfriendly rumor. At least
so the reporter understands the situa-
tion,

Judge Gage, on last Saturday, sign-
ed an order appointing Mr, D. Hutch-
inson temporary receiver. The papers
read as if it is the purpose of the cor-
poration to resume business within a
few weeks, and from all that can be
learned there is every reason to be-
lieve that this purpose amounts almost
to a certainty,

The history of the bank’s trouble,
if it were told in full, would include
some details that are alinost tragic in
their character. The reporter is una-
ble to give any inside facts, however.
There is nothing to be related except
supposed incidents. These goes to make
up a story which though old in bank-
ing history, is quite a new development
in this section ; but none the less de-
plorable.

We have not seen the hooks nor
have we tried to; but we have it on
authority that we consider to be as
good as there is to be had, that up to
the first of December, and in fact un-
til a few days before Christmas, the
financial condition of the bank was at
least as good as the average of such
institutions in this section, and that
means much, Previously, damagiog
rumors had been put in circulation.
They gained more or less currency
with more or less ill effect. Upon the
occasion of the financial panic in Wall
street on the Tuesday before Christ-
mas, there originated a story to the ef-
that the Commercial and Farmers'
bank was involved in the crash. Just
how was not explained ; but the run
that had started previously became
stronger. About the same lime there
originated an absurd story that Mr. R.
Lee Kerr, the cashier of this bank had
made $£60,000 by a lucky speculation.
This story, though sounding pleasant
to the disinterested, did not strength-
en the confidence of depositors, It
traveled far and wide, accelerating
the run on the bank wherever it was
told. No less than three times within
the past 30 days has it been reported
in Yorkville that the bank had closed
its doors, and these reports often cost
from $2,000 to $5,000 a day of depos-
its, It isstated upon the best of au-
thority that within 40 days the deposit
account of the bank was reduced
something like $60,000. Though fully
cognizant of what they were fighting,
the officials stood their ground, all the
while, bravely trying to stem the tide;
hut at last the strain reuched the
breakiog point. Whether or not any
slow assets were sacrificed, as often
huppens under such circumstances,
cannot be stated ; but anyway the drain
continued until assets which could not
be readily realized upon were reached,
aud this made necessary the move of
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positors and to themselves, the direc-
tors at last reluctantly decided to ask
the protection of the court until they
could marshal ihe assets of the bank
without too great a sacrifice and dis-
charge all indebted uess,

How the matter will be fnally
wound up cannot be positively stated.
Those best in a position to know, in-
clnding the bank officials, all of whom
are thoroughgoing business men, say
that the bank is perfectly solvent.
Not one of them expresses a doubt
that every depositor will be paid in
fall, certainly within 60 days, and pos-
sibly within 30 days. It has been
stated to the reporter tco, upon author-
ity which he has no reason to doubt,
that the stock also is worth par, except
possibly it be reduced below that fig-
ure on account of some few assels
which may have to he sacrificed, and
on account of the extraordinary ex-
pense that may be occasioned by the
litigation now entered into.

Such is the story as the reparter has
gathered it, sund as there is reason to
believe itis true. It would be more
creditable to the community if the ru-
mors recited were not lies. Notwith-
standing the deplorable consequences,
there is almost reason to hope that
they are not. But the absolute truth
wust develop shortly. If the deposi-
tors are paid in full and the stockhold-
ers get back a reasonable per cent. of
tbeir investments, these facts will con-
firm the situation as described. Oth-
erwise Dame Rumor will be vindicated
in her work.

LOCAL LACONICS.
Salenday.
There was an unusually large crowd

of visitors to Yorkville on last Monday,
salesday for February. Considerable

business of vaypious kinds was trans-
acted. X

Pantor of Smyyna and Hickory Grove,

The Assuciate Reformed Presbyte-
rian coogregation of Smyrna and Hick-
ory Grove have determined to call
Rev. J. L. Oates as their joint pastor.
Congregational meetings are to be held
for the purpose on Tuesday, the 13th,
at the hours elsewhere uEzlioned.

New Moonless Month,
As a rule, every month of the year

has at least one new moon; but Feb-
ruary this year is an exceptlon. Jan-
uary had two new moons. One on the
1st and the other on the 30th, Feb-
ruary’s first quarter occurred yester-
day. The moon will full on the 14th
and will turn the last quarter oo the
22d; but the next new moon will not
be here until March 1. We bave not
undertaken to look up the records;
but an old observer says he does not
remember the like to have occurred
within kis experience of more than 50
years, Vs

Agricultural Imﬁlemennu and Hardware.

Grist, of Yorkville, bave formed a
partoership for the purpose of con-
ducting an agricultural implement
and hardware business in Yorkville.
They have taken a 15 year lease on
the lot between THE ENQUIRER office
and the residence of Mr. J. W, Dobson,
and as soon as practicable will erect
thereon a building suitable for a store-
room and office. Mr. Grist is one of
the pioneer dealers in improved agri-
cultural implements in this section,
and has alreadly introduced much ser-
viceable machinery on this market.
Mr. Williams bas had years of exper-
ience as a successful farmer and busi-
ness man, and there is po reason lo
doubt that the partnership they bave
just formed will become an important
one.
Southern Not Interested.
Columbia State, Monday :
torney General W. A, Barber arrived
from New York last evening and is at
the Columbia for a brief stay. When
Mr. Barber was seen last evening and
asked about the story recently pub-
lished that the Southern had brought
up the Carolina and North-Western
railroad, he at once pronounced the
report entirely untrue. He stated that
the Southern had no interest whatever
in the Carolina and North-Western,
and further that the Seaboard Air Line
bad none. He added: *“And you
may say that I am totally at a loss to
understand the motive or surmise the
origin of the report that bad been pub-
lished.” Mr, Barber, who organized
the party of gentlemen that some time
ago purchased the road, said that there
had not been the slightest change in
their intentions as to what would be
dooe with it.
Struck By Belated Train.
Alex Pendergrass, colored, with a
wagon and a team of mules, was
knocked off a railroad crossing last
Saturday afternoon at about 1 o’clock
by a belated Soulhern puassenger train.
The accident occurred about three
miles south of Rock Hill. Both mules
were killed and Pendergrass was so
badly iujured that it was thought he
would die, His injuries were occa-
sioned principally by flying timbers
from the smashed wagon. Pender-
grass was an industrious and respected
Negro who managed & plantation for
Messrs. A. Friedheim & Bro., of Rock
Hill. There seems to be no suspicion
tbat he was under the iufluence of
liquor or in an otherwise irresponsible

condition, Unpder the natural suppo-

sition that po train was due at that

time, itis presumed that he was not

exercising the usual precautious neces-
sary under such circumstances.
train that caused the smashup was
rununing three hours late. .

Fire Destroyed Everything.

The

The pretty home of MvZ.CLou San-

ders, near Olive, was destroyed by fire

back to Tuesday. Mr. Herndon did

last Saturday. In justice to their de-

last

Friday afternoon at about 1

Messrs. L. R. Williams and Sam M.

Ex-At- -
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