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THE WRONG SIDE OF TUE CURVE
AN EX-ENGINEER'S 8TORY,

Among the many incidents that during
tho late rebellion were conneoted with that
gredit national artery, the Baltimoro and
Ohio railwny is the one I will relite.

In the fallo 1861,  having been detnined
by busivess intno town of Cumberland, I
wus at Inst sbout to atart for * Wheeling,
wien I learned by a dispateh that the rowd
was oceupied below Harper's Ferry by a
furce of rebels, and therclore no train can
pusa, . Al ]

This proved to be tvue in reference o
‘ordinury trains, bt o “special’” with which
was the llon, Mr, DPierpont and'a few other
notubilitips, hud pussed betore the rebels
cut the track, and was therefore npproach-
ing. On inquiry, I found the e ey of
the coming train had been one of my
elnvs ere [ had disoardod enging’
tora move profitable business, My friend

Jue M was & cool, bold, skilllul en-
gineer, und a3 generous as reckless.ofidan-
ger X

As I expected, [ no sooner saw him and
slated my wish to go’ wp, the road, than he
swore that specinl or;£ special, I should
vide with him, if for nothiug but to see the
fust time his engine *Wiidfire" oould make.

Ap we daghed ropidly along and went
through Blagk. Onk Bottom, a couple of 1l1-
lvoking fellows in citizens dvess fired at tae
engineer; but doing no damage, merely
provokied a laugh of derision from him tor

the want of marksmanship. On arriving at
Oahland Md | we were agreeably surprised
by receiving a telegram informing us a
purty of rebels were muking great haste to
reach the railway ata point many miles
shead of us.  Alsv, they scemed to know
whd the gpeeinl contained, and would there-
fore use nil endeavora to enpture or kil us,

There was but oue ear behind the engine
aud in it was briefly discussed the question
to go or siny, while Joe was Laving the
tender refilled with wood and water.

Mr. Pierpont's business was too urgent
to ndmit of uny possibledelay; two or three
others consluded o visk the trip, and I—
well, ifi's not oo egotisticnl to say so—I
had run risks on railwuys too often to baok
out because there was danger ahead, while
the re:t concluded to stay and trust to luck
for the opportunity of getting away.

Just ns we were about to atart, the fire-
man, making & misstep on the *‘running
board,” fell to the ground with such force
uy Lo break his arm.  Joe hurriedly pioked
up the poor tellow, but time was precions
Jjust then, go leaving him in cnreo of the gen
tlemen who liad ncoompnnied us, he started
directly townrd me, asking me to come and
“yun’ for him, us having no fireman, he
would have mnore than he sould do. I told
him, however, to jeousider me his fireman
for the rest of the trip, ns he was best no-
quainted with the road, so without any
more wlo I doffed my coat  We jumped on
nid nway we went, past hamlets, through
wildernesses of stunted bushes, up grade
and down hill, ata speed rarely equalled,
Our light train made firing an easy (ask for
me, and [ had frequent leisure to sean the
henutiful ranges ol the  Alleghanics along
which we skivied.
with him, with his lert hand on the throttle-
laver, and hisbody half out the side window
of the ‘cah that he might better sean the
track ahead',

A few miles south of the famous Cheat
river bridge 12 a deep gorge, with precipi-
tous roeky sides.

Lt is shaped like an hour glass, wide nt
ench end, but tapering eaoh way towardthe
middle, Lhe triuck runs for quite a distance
along oue side of the gorge, makes a very
abrapt turn ncross the chasm, & very deep
one, in straight line nearly paralicl with the
trnck on the opposite side for three tourths
of a mile,

We were pitching along with that peouliar,
rvocking, bounding rotlon, so differ=nt from
the jarof ordinary fast speed. As we awept
to the grade around the side of a hill that
commanded n view of the gurge—Joe and [
both on the lovkout—we saw sl A moment’s
glance, enough to make us concentrate our
thinking faculries, and act in & hurry what-
ever was best to be done,

There on the straight track, just at the

m n
fdriving

near end of the gorge, n lot of men in grey |

unitorin were hastily piling up some old ties,
logs, eto.* while at the point where the
curve was tho shargeat—before renching
the gorge—were soveral more tugging fu.
riously at a rail, ono end of whioh seemed

discovered them, and ns  we noticed them,
the shout came simnltaneously from boih of
us—-'the wrong side of the ocurve!"” The
miserable fools were pulling out the inside
ruil instead of the outside. In. the latier
cuse nothing could have saved usa from run.
ning off the track, and probably into the
gorge. * Our single brukesman, seeing the
npger—I suppose from habit—was oom.
meneing to tighten the brake, bLut a look
from Joe, [ signalled “off brakes,” Joe
mennwhile opened the throtile to its widest
extent a3 we dashed downp the grade ot a
positively frightful velooity. As we neared

them, w parly  of them luddled together |

near the tragk, I seized »light stick of
wood, intending, if pussible to hurt *‘some.
Lody." We were goiug nltogether too swifl
$o leur their taking aiw st us; saod for that

T R S SS——

Joe was sitting as usual |

matter, suppose they uunai:l'are;l;“h
truotion such a certajnty that
would be noedlevs. [ was poistng’ t
slick of wood, and gueesing at the &
apeed—I've had some practice in thrg
parcels from traios in motion : §
suddenly pulled the whistle rop 'Jar ) {:
hoarse sbriok seemed tg startle thém for R
instant i they bhuddled r logather, ¢
I tossed the stick outwards and nward
I had barely time to see it chan through
group with the otaibunderboly When,
with » jurring g0, Abe wheolnoi one aidi
struck the ""k""pﬂf" TR pans nl L]
trouble e haditenred bus little, aw the im-
petuys of the eligine ' wans almodt-sure to muke
it mount the track again. On the trasuk
ngnin, but a fow yards ahead of us was jhe
formidable burricade, and beyopd that tho
yawning chinsm, Joe was sianding up now
wWith his vyes blazing, still holding the thrus-
tle wide open, as Le braccd himself for the
sltock. T had grasped the break-rod of the
tender the instwnt L threw the &tick of
wood  Crash! - my hold didn't aviil* me, '
and [ waus pitghed head over heels againdt
the fire box, and Isid At on my back on the
foot-boaxd or Hunr of the engine, b

Joo was s suddenly jerked half way
around, his back striking a little door in
frout of where he stood, breaking the door
ond shivering the glass to atoms, But we
were through ; how, I couldn't tell, except
wo were on the track, and thaudering over
the gorge. Joe's spirits rove with the oo
easion  Extricating himgelf almost as sud.
denly as he had been depositud in the little
glues door, ke jerked a tin flask from his
pooket, sprang to the top ef the tender, and
trom theuce to the roof of the cab:  Steady.
ing hiwselt for & moment with his face to-
wards the rebels, he shouted *‘good bye,"
and made thew a low bow, and took & drink
perfeotly regardless of the white puffs of
smoke, as oneafleranother discharged their
picces at him, ns he afcerwards explained,
the engine made too much noise for him to
liear the bullets, as they didn't seem to be
hitting unybody.

Afrer hoving, in spite of sore bones, per.
formed a jig he had extemporized for the
oceasivn for the express edifiontion of the
rebs, Joe descended from his perch, and du-
liyerately shiftting 6ff atonm stopped. -

We were siill in sight of them, though at
o tolerably safe distance, nnd now I saw s
group of them standing near soveral men
who had been wounded, perhups some killed
Ly that *irrepressible’ stick of wood.

Our damages were & few brulses each,
but no serivug hurts.  Our engine suffered
the loss of the pilot, or cow-caiclier and
head-light, the tront of the smoke box way
slove in, besides sundry dents and bLfuises
on the brass castings of the cylinders; but
was, for ranning purpoges, nbsolutely un-
injured, rhe rebels having piled 1he logs
squarely across the top of the trnck, the
puint of the cow-killer had gane under them
and though broken by the shock, had raised
them uuﬁ?uieully to keep them from under
the wheels, while the engine dashed them
right and lefiinto the gorge.

The rebols secing us stop, started in pur-
snit, but as we found nothing serjous to im-
pele our fur her progress, and, nas in the
case, * digtance lends enchantment to the
view."” we were off again in  high  spirits,
anl without furiher adventure m)rlt re.
counting. nrrived safely at our destination.

Poor Joe, nfter being shed at k0 ofien s
to have ncquired sovereign ocontemp: for
rebel hullets, was shot dend sometime after,
while running & gorernment engiue near
Chattanooga.

———— - —eee

The Natiomal Convention,
Wa elip the following from the Au,
gusta Constitutionalist, B

What we want is Congressional Rep-
regentation on. the bnsis of the Federa}

g

] ssid i LF 1
“to buflle them ag they pulled it outwards, | "!'“’ we h"?“ P““"f"“" Jolnson's posis
We were within a mile of thim when we | tion, as defined by himsell ;. then the late

Consiitution,  That we might possibly
obtain it hy means of this Philadelphia
Convention is the odly respectable argn.
ment we have yot seen ndvanced in favor
of onr participation therein, But how
does the casostand?  And what is the
position in  this matter of those who
engineer this .movement? Lot ug see,
For our informniion we have, first, the
Platform of the National Union Olub ;
‘then its Call; and then its Iute Circalar,
Appearing in our issue to.day,  After

declarations of Mr, Sewnrd ; und then,
hnally, the remarks of Mr,Hendrioks, of
Indiana, some ' few days siucuin his
place in the Bennte. Let s take
there peveral matters up in turn,

The Platform of the Nutional Union
Ciub snye: 1

7. Resolved, That all the States of
the Uuion nre entitled hy the Constitu.
tion of the United Sintes 10 represunta.
tion in the councils of the nstion, and
that ali loyal mem;::n duly elected anid
returned, having the. requisite qualifica.
tions as pre_acrfga'd 'by law, should be nd

lnu'c unnecessary delay by thoig reppen:

milted to their seats in Congreus, with.
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ADVERTISING RATES.

Ordinary advertisements, ocoupying not
more than ten lines, (one aquare,) will be
insorted in THE NEWS, at $1.00 for the
first insertion and 76 cents for esch sub-
soquent wmsertion.

Larger advertisements, whom' no contraot
is made, will be charged in exact propor-
tlon,

For nunounoing a candidate to any office
of profit, honor or trust, $10.00.

Marriage, Obituary Notiows;. &o., will be
charged the same as advertisoments, when

over ten lines; and must be paid for when
handed in, or they will not appear.: ;

Ao Houges, each Houde being the
his of its own’ inembers.”

he call for a  Convention issued by

lithis same political organisation, says:

“dach House of Congress is made by
the Constitution the sole - judge of 1he
election returne and qualifications of its

| members,  but the  exclusion of lyal

Seuntors and Repregematives properly
ehtrsen. and qualified under the Constitu:
“tion atid laws, is unjust and revolutiona-
rv..' ol

" The ate Cirenlar is silent upon the
snbject, o, tuking the positon of the
Nutionul Union  Clab 10 be defined hy
the language of its - published declnra-
tions, oue Hnds that position 1o be in fa
vor of the ndmission only ot such Con-
gressional Representatives as can stund
the test of loyal’ Now this, itis
evident, ig not what we afe after, so let
us thrn to our ot er agurcees of infurma-
ton.  Inthe Kioxville Commerclul, n
paper which  vigoronaly' sapports  the
Convention, we find. that, thare is kapt
standing, some mafter, titlhed  “The
President’s Pulicy,"” from l\\"hiuh we.ex:
traet the lollowing : |

"The Representatives of the States
shoulii be loyal men, willing to akide by
and be  devoted to the Union and the

‘onstitution of the Srates,

“UAll responsibls pasitions and places
onght to be confined distinetly and clear.
I\ to men who ure wnmistakeably and
unquestionably logal"— Pregident's Re
ply to the Virginia C'ommfm.

*I hold it my dity'to regoMend the
admisgion of every Stute o iis shire in
public legislation when it presents itself
in the persons of Representatives whose

loyulty cannot be questioned under any
existing constitutional oy legal test)—
LPresident's Vety s s

Secretary  Seward's position, as set
forthin  his Tummany letier, of the
second of July last is as follows

“It is eaid in excuse of the deninl of
represeatation, that the Statea and their
chosen representatives still continne to
be seditions and disloyal. I sk, is
Tennessee disloyal?  Is Arkansas sedi-
tions? Are the Senators and Repre.
seniatives of those States disloyal? I
desire. in this respect, that each ot the
two Houses of Congress will apply the
constitutional test, with all the improve.
ments of legislation wpon i1, and thus
admit those States and Representatives
who are loyul, and reject only those
against  whom the crime of disloyaly
shall be established,”

On the eleventh  of this month this
same very eminent person addressed a
letter to Flon, J. R, Duolittle, chairman
of the National Executive Committee,
approving the proposed Philndelphia
Convention and then going on 1o say;

“After more than five years of disloca-
tion by civil war I regard a restoration
of theunity of the country as its most
immediate, ns well as its most vital in-
terest That restoration will be complete
when loyal men sra admitted as repre
sentatives of the "loyal people of the
eleven States ro long unreprosented in
Jongrass.  Nothing but this can com-
pletnit.” Nothing more remaing 1o be
done, and nothing more is necessary,”

Superadded to ihis information, there
is here subjoined the langnage of Suenntor
Hendricksin a late oceasion in the Sen
ute, Mr. Flundricks being, as will ba re.
membered, one of the Conservative
Senators who approved the enll for the

Plli]udelph}l Convention,  The con-
gressionul "Test Oath  is the subjoot of
debate s .

“Mr. Hendricks, (in response to Mr,
Trumbull, Radieal.),

“It miny st the Senntor's  purpnse
on the hugings, but it will hardly suit
hix purp-?, here to say that I, or any
who rre Vith me in opinion, are now
advoosting the ndmission 1o seata in thia
body or jhe House of Represeniutives
of personf directly eunnected with the
rebelliong The Senntor knows very well
that thatf now atands upon the statute
bouk of e United: Siates and upon the
rules of the Senate, a- pravision requiring
every person who takesa geatinthe
Senate 1) taks a solemn oath, y

Mr. Trambull=Is the Nenator from
Indiana n favor of thatlaw and thst
rale? |y

“Mr. Howdricky pild Lis votes would

¢ of the eleotion, returns aud qualifi:

best express his views on that question.
He had not usked to tepeal the law. Does
the Senator from Illinois consent to its
repeal ?

Mr. Trambull—Certainly not. Wil
the Senator from Indiana help me to
keep it in force ?

Mr. Hendricks replied that while the
law remained, although he might have
doubts as to. pa constitutionality, e
would not vote for the admission of any
man who could nat take the prescribed
oath.  If he (Hendricks) knew a
man to be unable to tuke that oath,
he would ba' opposed to his admis.
s Phe question was, however, not
whether rebels ghould 1ake seats in Con-

gregsy it Was not whether any man
wid los heen conneeted with the rebel.
1idh in any' way, be ndmined; it wao

whvther men svlected by competent au-
thority in the Southern Stutes shonld b
ndmitted,  He (Hendricks) was not in
fuvor of the admission of Alexander H,
Stephens or Herselel V, Jolinson while
the tegteanth stood; if they could tuke
that oath, he would be in favor of their
aamisgion,

. To which we add the following [Jg.
Ep. Nxws.]

In Augustlnst the following telegram
was sent by the President tothe "t'm.

Iv explaing what lovalty menns, i i
Executive Mansipit! |

Washington, August 22, 5,
Go];emor Wm, W, H‘Mu&.‘;%%;
i ;  PRALBICH,

e TS bt

Information comes:to mn that reports
are freely cirenluting in influentinl quar-
ters, and where, withont contradiction,
they are calculated to:do harm, to the of:

fact that \n appointments to office, anl

“in the recomendations, for appointmentd;

the true Union men are totally ignored,
and the provisional governors are giving
a decided proference to those who have
participated inthe rebellion,

The object of such representations is
to embarass the governnent in its recon-
struction policy ; and while T place no
reliance in such statements, 1 feel it due
to you to advise you of the extended
circalation they have gained, and to im-
press upon you the importance of en-
conraging and strengthening to the ful.
lest extent the men of your State wio
HAVE NEVER FALTERED IN THEIR ALLK-
GIANCE TO THE GOWERNMENT. Kvery
opportunity should hw made available (o
have this known and' understood as your
policy and determmation, Acknowledge
the receipt of this telegram,

~ Anprrw Jounsox,
President of the United States.

AWELCOME ALLY

The Atlanta New FEraof the 18th
has an article on the Philadelphin Con
vention which closes as follows :

As friends 1o the movément, as faith
ful supportera of President Jolinson, as
friends of the Constitution and the
Union of the States, and above all as
the friends of Georgin, wo express our
sincére conviction that Georgia should
not send delégntes to the  Philadelphia
Convention.  Sympathy, interest and
self-respect combine to forbid it.

BIGHIFIOANT.

It appears that the Ohio Democracy
lately resolved to send delegates to the
Philadelphia Convention, and the fact
wan supposed 1o speak well for the
{:{uspvcu of this new party Messrs.

andull; Dovlittle ef als, were hatching,
Fro. the Duyron (Ohio) Empire of the
14th inst,, a straight out ant war Dem.
acratic sheet, we leam that “The Siate
Ventral Democratic Commitee, and the

genlenen pragent in consultation with
t, all alike understond that'the Philadel-
phia Convention was called with no pur-
fau whalever of forming a hew party,
y disbanding the Democraey ; and all
were resulved tr opposs any movement of
that nature toths very wtmost. Co-ope-
ration, not fusion, {s the idea." :

Doubtless this is the gentiment of the
Northarn Dumocravy eluewlhere, aud, il
80, lvok- out fur a eplit in the Philadels
phie Convention not many days after
the fourteenth of Augnst,  The platform
has been lmugrlw.l away ous of sighs ~
the Janguage f the cal)

asbeenamend

visional Governor of North Cnrdiﬂi,}'

]
ed-—the number of delegates lias been
altered— and the very National Union
Club itsell has beer changed by the fu-
sion with it of ‘Montgomery Blair's
“elub.  Belore the thingisa month
old it has commenced to agsume Protean:
shapes, and Heaven only. knowe to what
complexion it may come at last, Don't
expect anything from this Conventipn
and you'll not be disappointed.—.dgusta
Constitutionalist, 43, _

b

“THK RECONSTRUOTED.”

Editor Bennet does not often;, drive
the quill himself, bui  when he (?on
nobody can midtake his peeyhar style.
In the Herald of the 21st appears
art.ecle which takes a general view of phe
politics of the day, and in touching ‘en
the Philadelphia Convention, discourses
on this wise :

Thers was some talk of admitting
certuin reconstructed rebel politiciang as
delegates from theySonth to tha Phila.
delphia €onvention, and as these phil-
vgophers  usually travel| with - bowie--
knives under their coat. collars and pis-
tols in their pockets and' their buots,
quite an exciting session was naturally
expected. But in deference to the feel-
itigs of the Hon, Henry J: Raymond,
who-proved on the bleody fields of Sol-
feting and Bull Run that he was as
Fisaragrous as Bob Acres this idea has
bden nbandoned and nevody who fought
against the Union in the recent war is
to be admittedias a delegate, . This will
Fraclicaily ‘extlude the Souihern States,
or every representative mian from  that
section ook part inthe rebellion;

WHAT DOKS 1T MEAN ?

I We clip tho'iollowi?:fwm the Na-
tional Iatelligencer of the 19th; which:
speakslby the card, and' italicize some:
portions :

PKRSONNEL OF THR - PHILADELPHIA.
CONVENTION..

The Radical Disunion: press are very:
anxious for the Convention, to be com-
posed of whatit terms Northern co’pper-
heuds and Soutnern secessionista liey
see in such a composition of the Conven-
tion & very congiderable element out of
which to make capital. But we appre.
hend that in this regard they are-destin:
ed to a signal disappointment. The

reat Conservative Union party of the
'lilnrlh will be represented in the Con-
vention by men whose devoticn to the
country has been conspicuous, The

mity at the South, who seek so ardent-
|y the early and complete restoration of
the Union will, donbtless, in the: selec-
tion of delegntes to the Convention, send
such men us, by their antecedents, will
most. fully give the stamp of nationality
to the Convention. Men “who accept
the national situation and cordially én-
dorse the principlee” set forth in the calk!
appearing in the Convention from the
South, urging restoration of the Union,
would give to the action of the Conven-
tion immense ‘moral power, A delega.
tion of this character from the Sounth
would exercise a vast influence for good
at this time, Woe take it [for granted
that the pgople of the South,.in availing
themselves of the gpportunity presented
by this Convention.of making known
the national sentiment of the South,
will do 40 in euch & manner as to give
the fullest force to: their action. To ats
tain this purpose, they cannot have too-
mnch regard for the perional of their
delegations, The importance of this
mutter is 80 obviona that it is unnecessa-
ry longer to-dwell upon it,

— el § A § QP

ORpER FROM: GENERAM GRANT.—
General Grant his issued an  order di-
recting ull the department, district and'
post commanders in the States lately in.
rebellion: to arrest all parsons who have
been or may lierenfter be charged  with
the commistion of crimes and offences
ngainat officers, agninst citizens and in-
linbitants of the United States, Irvetpec:
tive of colur, in cases where the vivil
authorities huve failed, neglected or ara
unable to arrest and bring such pariies:
to trialand dewain thom in military con-
finement until sfich time as » proper Ju
dicial tribanal may Le teady and willing
jto try them.. :




