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| wereial Zonor of our country 7

‘The Farmer aud Merchant.

Wno Neeps “BackpoNe”—VIEWwWS oF
A CounTny MERCHANT.

Editors Milwankee Journal of Com-
merce :—1 notice in your issue of Octo-
ber 22d, an interesting "column called
“Good Reading for Farmers.”” It con-
tained several letters fromn the files of
Milwaukee merchants, showing that
dealers of the country are slow in meet
ing their accounts hecause the farmers
of the West won’t pay their store bills
until they can kell their wheat at a price
that will suit them.  One letter, ad-
dressed to tho M heaukee Journal of
Comumnerce, and signed “Country Mer-
chant,” appeals eloquently to the far.
mers to sell a portion of their crops,
even at a sacrifice, and pay the country
dealer for the sugar, tea, coffee, pork
and dry-goods that they have been eat
ing up aud wearing -out all summer and
that /Jie owes for. That letter is so full
of truth and seund suggestion that [
hope you will let me guote it here iu
full. I will here say that I wish that
every one of the fiftcen hundred news
papers of the northwest would place the
contents of this letter before their read
ers. There is not a word in it that any
honegt and reasonable larmer, who pays
his debts (like every other cluss of bLusi
uess men) exactly when they fall due
-nd whether it is entirely vunvenient
for them or not could object to. And I
believe that it would wmake a great
many farwers who are unbusiness like
and really dishouest without meaning
to be 8o, reflect a little and see how
mean they are in this matter and how
much harn  they ave doing to the busi
ness interests of the whole country from

Syl thay are” injuring themselves. It
every oune of yorr exchanges in Wiscon
sin, lowa, Minnesota,, Michigan and
Ilinvis, would copy this letter o
“Couantry Merchant,” I Zavwe it would
save miillions of dollars this swintar to
Milwaukee, Chiengo and New York. It
would prevent innnmuerable failures, and
take the teeth out of the wolf, “hard
times,” that is abroad in the land
deranging the machinery in finance
stopping manufacturing industries, lower
ing the market for produce, and threate .
ing the very humes of farmers them
selves. Here are

VIEWS OF A COUNTRY MERCHANT,

Sux Pranug, Wis, Oct, 14, 1878,

Editors Milwaukee Journal of Com
merce :— We havo at all times been told
that the agrienltural communities, which
mean the farmers, are the great bulwark
and backboue of the country. We
willingly concede that itis true. In
politics they say who shall rule and
they send who they will to fill our halls
of legislature, seats in congress, pre
sidential and judicial chairs ; and when
they move in organized budies, s they
uow are doing, they create an influence
that intimidates and frightens our great
railrond kings. They say, thus lar have
your land grubbing schemes, subsidies
and theft of the public domain gone,
but they sball go no farther. Wa do
oot say they are wrong. So far, so
good !  DBut let us look a little farther
und seo what is the duty of the hour.

Whers ought we to look for the com
M ost
ussuredly in the dackbone of our country.
We look for it; do we find iv where,
mora: than any where else, wo ought to
find it ?

What s ' the course puraued by a
{large ma_lonty of our farmiug commun
|l.y i

In the spring the country merchant
goes into the market ayd buyshis stock
of goods, fills up his store ; and Messrs,
A, B, ., and perhaps a l:undred more
of the backbone of the country, come
and maké their purchases through the
summer for themselves nud their fami
lior, with the distinct understanding
that when they get in their erops they
will pay their nccounts. Some of these
turmera are well off—rich ! worth four
leea a8 much as the man whose sugar,
cuflee, pork, tea, &o., they aro eating
through the scason! In the fall they
harvest their bonntiful erops. Their
bius stucks and barns groan with their
well . filled contants; and the poor
icountry  merchant  who it | may be is

‘hard up” to puy'his treditor, and want

ing to replenish his stock, meckly aska
for/:Lis money according to agreemont,
In nive ontes out of ten what answer:

‘does he get? Iere is where the “com

Sun Prairic to Néw York City. and haw.

mercial honor” uf the backbone com es
in. Hec is told that wheat has gone off
fiva to ten cents and that till the price
advances the farmer will hold his wheat.
The agreement to puy when he “got off
his wheat’” meant when he sold it, &e,;
that he was able to pay iuterest, &ec.,
and the mcvchant must wait. As the
poor merchunt who owes in Milwanukee,
Chiengo, New York or Boston cannot
sustain himself on his kind of commer
cinl honor, he goes to proiest, loses his
credit, becomes a baunkrupt, or near it,
avd all beeanse he is afraid of offending
his backboue constituents by insisting
on what is only hig just due.

We veoture to say that of all our
furmers, mechunies, manulacturers and
professional men, the least commereial
houor is to be found in the agricultural
If you do
not believe 1t ask almost any of the
country merchauts doing a eredit bus
ness.  Now, farmmersof Wisconsin, Towa,
und Minnesota, what is your duty? Are
you so privileged and favored a class of
commuuity thut all of the world outside
of yourselves ure expacted to be prompt
in their dealings and hooorabie in their
engagements, while you can flout to the
winds cvery sentiment of integrity and
fair dealing, because, forsouth, the price
of wheat is not satisfactory and you are
able to hold your wheat, or can go to
another store wo buy your goods, beeause
the merchunt needs what you owe him.

Gentlemen, pay  your debts ! Pay
your country merchants! Give him the
means to keep his credit good.  Don’t
let him go to his bed night after night
to toss ou his pillow thinking where the
‘money is cowming from the next few

communities of the country.

aml are wearing out, that he owes lor !
And then, gentlemen, you will have o
right (and not till then) to stand up in
your Granges and talk about clevating
the position, socially, of the agricultural
conrnunity of our country.
Yours, Counrtry MEenrcuaxr,

This is what “Country Merchaut'’
has to say to the farmers, and I hope
farmers will reud it and heed it. Now

L have a word or two to say to“Country

Merchant.”” [Ie talks of ‘‘backbone. ’
How much “backbone” has he? Lot
us see. He says:

As the poor merchant who owes in
Milwaukee, Chicago, New York or
Boston cannot sustain himself on this
kind of commercial honor, he woes to
protest, loses his credit becomes a bank
rupt, or near it, all because he is afraid
of offending his backbone constituents
by iusisting on what is only hia just
due.

Right here the trouble. The
country merchant is “afraid of offend
ing'’ his farwer customer, so he lots him
drag in his payments, while he goes
whining to his ereditor because he ean't
collect what is due him, Does Country
Merchant try to colleet? Does he
insist upon getting what is his just dua,
just when it is due? Does he erowd
Squire Cornerib, and tell him he must
come to time or have the lnwyers and
the sheriff after him? In short, does
Country Merchant himeelf show the
least particle of “backbone” in his deal
ings with his well-to do obstreperons
farmer  customer?  No, sir. Mr
Conutry Merchant is “‘a/raid of offend
ing.” 1le begs and whines for pay
from Squire Cornerib, and goes on soll
ing - more  goods to that Lonast yeoman
who was never known to sell a bushel of
wheat on a raising market because he
always expeots it is going higher, and
who never pays Country Merchant until
ho gets ready. When absolute want
and commeroin]l dishonor stare him in
the faco, Country Merohant perhaps
whines’ so hard that Squire Coraerib
gets mad and says: “Waoll if Smith
don't want to trust me, Jones will.”
What does Country Merchant do then ?
e sits down and writes an eloquent
plea to his city ereditor, placing all the
blame upon his furmor customers. 1
sell you, Mr. Editor, Country Merchan
is just ns mnch to blame for the had
businogs hubits of the farmer as the far
mor himself. The farizor never expects
to pay his debt at a definite time beoanso
he has never been obliged to.  Coun'ry
Merchant assert his rights. ot him
fight for thom, et him detormine not
to go to the wall haoause the farmer
customet who is rlcher than he won't

Let him . not be
Liet him inform

pay, his just dues,
#afraid of offending,”

days to keep him from being driven to.

the “wall. Aye ! with your bius fall of
cush. whagt, even at a sncrifice, pay yenr {
Aaliaitd S uy-ror T wWhat you have eaten

Squire Corneribf that he shall not gct
another yard of goods ora gullon of
kerosenc on are xt. until he squares his
old account. Lat him tell Squire Corn
erib to go to JAes, or any other place,
to do his trndmg uut.:l he ean walk up
and pay his ht.t]q bills like a respectable
business man.  {Let him place his ac
count, if need ba} in the hands of young
Law Culf. i

If Squlre Cor: erib is the man we take
him to be, he yill respect and honor a
creditor who adopts a manly course like
this. The farngr is, aftor all, to some
extent a rational ‘being. He is not
much worge, iff not mueh better, than
the rost of mankind. He will bully and
dvs]nae his creditor if his creditor will
let him, and h{ ‘i'ull respect him if he
won’t. The f.\rm;n‘ is glow and irregular
and business llke‘nbout paying his debts,
because he hasinever been taughtany
better. It is th b_usmass of the country
merchant te tefich him that a debt is
a debt, and tha it must be paid when
paymeut was promised, whether wheat
is two dollars 3r: a dollar five. Tho
country werchaniis, in my upiuiun, the
man who stand most in need of ¢
bone.”

I.thL-L

Oot., 30.
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The generalageént of the. American
Emigrant Compfihy gives the follow
ing: 1445

1. Keep sheug dry under foot with
litter. This is e¥&n mere nceessary than
roofing. Neveml t them stand or lie in
mud or snow, .\

2. Take: up,",_ﬂ‘“
T L pr
ber ]‘ﬁ t, tollowing,
turngd out.

&L Drop or take out the
this suving broken limbs,
4. Count every day.

5. Degin graining with the groatest
cure, aud use the swmallest quantity at
first.

G. If n ewe lose lier

‘fizms early in the
rerr up ulfeil Decom

when they may be

lowest b.rs,

Inmb, wilk her
daily, for o few days, wund mix a little
alum with hersalt.

7. Let no hogs eat with the sheep, in
the spring.

8. Give the lambsa little milk feed in
time of weaning.

9. Never frighten sheep if possible to
avoid it.

10. Sow rye for weuk ones in cold
weather if you can.
31. Separate all weak, or thin, or

sick, from those etrong, in the fall, aud
give them special care.

12. 1f any shicep is hurt, catch, it au
once and wash the wound; and if it is
fly time, apply spirits of turpenting daily
and always wash with somethivg heal
ing. Ifalimb is broken bind it up
with spliuters, tightly, loosening as the
limb swells.

13. Keep u
the sheep.

24. Do not let the. shecp spoil their
wool with chaff or burs.

15. Cut tag locks in early spring.

16. For scours give pulverized alum
in wheat bran; prevent by taking care in
changing dry for green feed,

17. If one is lame, examine the foot,
clean out between the Lools, paro the
hoof' if' ungouud, and apply tobaceo with
blue vitrol, boiled in a little water

18. Shear at once any sheep commene
ing to shed its wool, uuless the weather
is too mevere, anfl mave oavefully the
pelt of any sheep that dies.

19. Have at least ona good
you for referrenco.
in your pocket,

number of good bells on

work by
This will be maney

-

Tmmigration,

Captain Frank Melchers, of Charles
ton, publishos the following card:

“I'he Rey. Mr Robort Neutnann, mis
sionary of Unstlo Garden, New York
having come to the Bouth, under the
direction of tho commissioners of immi
gration of New York, for the purposo of
seeking a new field for tho immigrants
arriving duily, is desirous of placing a
fow hundred fuwmilies in South Caroli
na,

“Uudor the anspices of tha German
Society of Churleston, the undersigned,
therefare, calla upou the plantors, farin
ers and others who desire to have some
of thesa luborers, to write immediately
and designate what kind of laboregs they
wish whole families, or single labo
rers, Germavs or [talians, ecraftsmen

or farm laborers.

- —

“P]nnterﬁ who have land for ﬂnle at
low prices or whe desire to give a por
tion of their land free to immigrants,
will also please stale it, as s por
tion of the immigrants money
enough to start n farn if they get the
land gratis or on a long credit.

¢*An opportunity presents itself here
to draw the long desired immigrants to
our State, and if all act promptly, sever
al thousand good men may come here.

“TlLe undersigned is roady to devote
his time for the purpose, and oniy de
sires the cooperation of the citizens of
the State.

have

“Iranz MELcuERS,
“Tditor Deutsche Zeitung.”
ATl the papers in the Statoare respect
fully. requested to copy the above as of
ten as their liberality will dictate.

The Yalue of a Newspaper.

A mechanic tells an interesting story
of how he was induced to take na news
paper, and what came of it, 23 fol
lows:

Ten years ago I lived ina townin
Indiana. Un returning home one night
—for I am a cur penter by trade—I saw
a little girl leave my door and T asked
my wife who she was. She said Mrs.
Harris had seut after their nowspaper,
which my wile had borrowed. As we
sat down to tea my wife suid to me:

“I wish yon would subseribe for the
newswaper; it is so much comfort to me
when you are away from home.’

“] would like to do 8o, said. [, “*but
you kunow I owe a payment on the house
and lot. It will be all I cun do to meet
it.! .

She replied: ‘“If you take this pa
per I will sew for the t.u[ur to pay for
it "!ﬂ

I sub-cnhell for the paper; it came in
due time to the shep. While readeng
one noon and looking over it I saw an
advertisement ol the Uounty
sioners to let a bridge that  was  to be
built. 1 put ina bid for the bridee, and
the job wis awarded to zie, on which 1

Commis

clenred §300, which enabled me to pay
tor wy house and lot ensily, and for the
newspaper. 1 1 had not subseribed tor
the pewspaper I ghoulld not have known
anything about the contract, and could
not have met my payment on my houss

and lot any

A mechanio never loses

thing by taking a newspaper.

German Domesticity.

“The simplicity of domestic life in
Germany," says a writer, “has not been
overstated. DMy respect for the ‘staff
of lile’ has wonderfully increased since
the introduction, for, with a bread and
till nicht, I
find mysell at the end of each meal
looking forward with avidity to the
next.  'T'o hear over bountiful American
tables of the five daily German meuls is
somew hat satiating, bat when

butter diet from morning

one gets
liere he finds it is nol a question of times
of eating, but how to get enough
timo.

every
Aml g0 to dyspeptice and cloyed
American appetites | say, Throw away
your drugs and tonies and take the first
steamer to Germany. Tho intellectual
longings for a masteyy of the lunguage
will be guenclied in tho moro impera
tivo cravings of a lower order of nature.
But with this simple fare, which seems
sometimes hardly a fair exechango for
your generous supply ol thalers, youn
are treated to a good deal of alfection,
introduced to all the relations of the
fumily, and at the end of a° few weeks
you find yourself with quite an
sive circle of aoquaintances.’

e

cxten

Manners.

Manners are more important tham
moneoy. A boy who is polite and plehs-
ant in his manners will always have
friends, and will not of'ten make eneinies
Good behaviour is essential to prosperi-
ty. A boy feels well when he does
well, If you wish to make overybody
pleasant about yeu, and gain [(riends
wherever you go, cultivata gaod man
ners, AMany boys have plensant man-
ners for company, and ugly manners for
home. ! '

W visited a small railroad town, not
long sinee, and were met nt the depot by
a little boy of about eleven or ‘twelve
years, who conducted us to the house of
his wmother, and entertained and cared
for us, in the'nbscnece ef his father, with
ug much polite attention and thoughtfal
cure, 48 the most oultivated gentloman:

could have done. We suid this to his’'

mother when we left her homo ““You
are greatly blessed in your s3n, he is so
attentive and obliging.”’

“Yes,” she said, “I canalways depend
on Charley when his father is .absent,
He/is a great help and gomfort to me,”
She said this as it did her heart good
to acknowledge the ecleverness of her
son. '

The best manners cost so little, and
are worth so much, that every boy can
have them.

The Wanderer’s Prayer.

On a cold, dreary evening in antumn,
a small bey, poorly clad, yet cleanly and
tidy, with a pack upon his baek, knock-
ed at the door of an old Quaker in the
town of S “Was Mr. Lanmen
at home?? “Yen” The boy wished
to see him, and he was speedily ushered
into the host's presence.

Friend Lanwan was one of tho
wenlthiest men in the County, and
President of the L Valley
Railroad. 'The *boy had come to see if
he could obluina situation on the road.
He said he was an orphan—his mother
had been dead only two months, and he
was now a Liomeless wanderer. ' But the
lad was too small for the filling of any
place within the Quaker’s gift and he
was forced to deny him. 8till he Isked
the looks of the boy and said to him :

“Thee may stop in my house to night
and on the norrow I will give thee the
name of two or three men in Philadel
pkia, to whom thee may apply with as
surance of kind reception, at least. I
am' sorry I have ‘no employmeut foi
thB "

Later in the evening l.ha old Quaker

went therounds of, [us spacious, mansmn,_

lantern in hand, as was his wont, ta see
that all was safe, before retiring for the
night. As he passed the door of the
little chamber where the poor wandering
orphan had been placed to sleep, he
heard a voice. He stonp33 and listened
and distinguished the tones of a simple,
earnest prayer.  He bent his ear nearer,
and heard these words from the boys
lips :

“0, Good Pather in Heaven! help
rae to help myself. Watch over e as
[ wateh over my conduet ; and care, for
me a8 deeds shall merit! Bless the
goed man in whose house T am sheltered,
and spare him long, that he may con
tinue his bounty to other suffering and
needy ones. AMEN!

And the Quaker responded another
AMEN as he movedon ; and as he went
his way he meditated. The boy hud a
truo idea of the duties of life, and pos
sessed a warm, grateful heart. “I veri
ly ‘beliecve the lad will be a treasure to
his employer I’ was his concluding reflec
tion.

When the the old
Quaker had changed his mind ooncern
ing his answer to the boy's application.

“Who learned theo how to pray ?”
asked Friend L.

“ply mother, sir,” was the =oft reply.
Aud the rich brown eyes groew moist.

“And thee will cot forget thy mother's
counsels ?"

morning came,

“I cannot, for T know that my success
in life is dependont upon them,”

“My boy thee may stay ‘herein my
house ; nnd very soon L .will take thee to
my oflice. Go now and get thy break
fast.”

Friend T.. was gathered to the spirit
harvest shortly after the breaking out of’
the late war; but he lived to see the
poor -boy he had adopted riea, step by
step, until he finally assuwed the re
sp msible office which the failing guar
dian could no longer hold. And to d.u_y
there " is
speeted’ by his friends, and none move
feared by
speculators in irresponsible stock, than
is the once poor Wunderer—now presi
dent. of one of the best managed and
most produetive I{n‘.h\ ays in the Un;hud
States,

K

Tue Stonry 0¥ A TrRAMP.—Tho Troy
Whig' of a recent morning tells the fol
lowing stery : ‘A great number of por
sons wha are known as “tramps” ara at
present wandering about the city, A
part of these are uudouhtudly sceking
emploginont, while othors aré vagrants
from profercucs and hubit.* On’Monduy
aftornoon one of these wanderors accosted
a Whig. representative on First street;
and said : “Can you tell a fellow wIiLm
he can get work 7" Rcccwmg a nega
tive reply, the miserable man related his

woes a5 follows: “Strnnsor,ldo nob

|nrily>

no man more honored and re

gamblers and evilminded:

PO U ST S

want to go to the poor houss, buh; m!g
afraid there is. no help tor:it, , L have
traveled _every: step, of .tho way from
Utica, and asked for work at every town,

and of every person, and begged my
lodging and my food. I kept up my

courage, for ‘T had hoard that Troy was
u large - manufacturing!plave; and I vras
sure, sir, that I couldsget something to
do so that T could earn an honest living.
My dear mother' livesinear Buffalo (hére
the man began ‘to ‘weep); hnd:sbé-if
expeoting money from: mo. te pay4Hé'
fow dollars she owes for Tent;and tobuy
coal and wood for the winter. My Qbdy
sir, I wisli I was dedd?, :Hupdredd of
men who have been thrown: out:of'che
ployment: by . the recent | imoney panio
will, we fear, be'obliged, like this nmnj
U asok #ha aheltar of the county paut{
house.” | oW !
e——— b — 0
Rll,htu Iind: o[ﬂntrimonyv il 1
We udvi;a pll:, of _avar};f : cp_idiﬁignj, tfg
marry. It is noexcuse to say the times
are herd. They hdve a sayiog in Ireland
that two can puil’ ‘better 'and stronger
thun one, particularly if they pull ‘chéer
fully together. , Therefore, heginiat
once. The harder the times the greator:;
uccessity for compamonahlp comfort atid
consolation. . . % i 4
The Christain Intelhrrenuer. ﬁruﬁng
of “Suitableness in Marriage,' - rbmarks
that the.marriage which,is based.onl s
fuir, mutual _cat_.'ir.‘_n.ate of phnmoiqr';‘;whiq;i-.
is the unison of' kindred minds, the gomy
currenca of two. naturoes ;suited ) toeath
other; the interbleading..; of two -hedulas
made one by puse. and : holy ' affection;
is indeed the nearest . approach tgleswi-
en that can be made on | earth:/shrough,
any humau relationshipe - Matrisge
duesy. mdm&,,amatﬁmmglmh,w'ﬁm 4
wonder is that it..should  be. mm‘n'
50 lightly in common talk, and:its cajate:
often enterad npon as| thongh it dwére:
but a lottery, ; with.ia few . prizes. ib@
many blanks, . =iy il PAicie 1R
———g e temi—— il udug
DEsIRABIE QUATITIES 1IN 'A° Probs.
Of all the desirable qualities in a pig"¥’
vigorous appetite 'is’ of the fitst faiper-
tonce. A hag that will'mot é§s is of ab’
more use than a mill-that will not grind;
and- it is undoubmdljr trug that ﬂlﬂ more
a pig will eat in propor‘{wn to his sizo,
provided he can’digest dad assimilate it,
the moro profitable ‘he will provej 2 I
The noxt desirabla qualityiis,'pesliaps;
queithess- of - disposibion-~ 'The blood s
derived from the food; sadrflésh Qe
rived ' from the blood. ' “Anim] Forod ls
derived 'fromthe transformationoP iy
The more of this s used in Ghhede
wotions, the greater the demand on kg
stoniach, and”ithe more food Swrill:shbre
(bé irequired ' merely to'sustain the vital:
function—and themore fraquently foghs
is transformed and formed again.ghy
tougher and Jess' palatable it'becomea!’
This quality, quietness of disposivica;
combined' with a'gmall“amount of usefal’
parte,. or offal; has beén the aith of4l}
modern breeders. ' Its importangs will
readily be pereeived,’if we assume that
sevoutyfiva per cent. of the food is ordin’
consamed ' 'to ‘support | the “vital
funetion, and that the glight additioanl:
demand of only one sixth mora faodis!
required for the extra offal parts and un
necessary activity. Suuh a coarso. rest
less animal would gmn in flesh and fat,”
in propertion t& the fodd' éonsymed, only
hatfi as fust s thé quiet;veflacd auid;a!.
To assuwmo that a rough, aoarse, savaga;
ill bred! mongrel hog will requirer only
one sixth maore food thana quicty¥efued:
well bred Barkshlra, Easdx or! Buﬂ'o[k,u
not extravagant, ' s At 8

An Anicrican offioer playdd’ s pragok -
ing practical " joka tu'a dowly ' fhdrrlgd
Peruvnﬂ offiedr at Calla, who, With Wis "
wife, Was the most dévoted and?ljealo'us

of Iuvars Heo ‘sent's udta "o 't Wife
that tho hushand ‘wils in'the “hahit o
going td son'a" oertafty Iady 'at B'O'am*n
time aud place; he also ~ wrotd' th " ¥h4
husbaud that his wifs wis m the habit
of going to tHo skme placsat’ tho’ shmq
hour to to mect & dortiin" gbnﬂa'dif
Maddened by jealousy'édoh ‘whuat 5"t
appointed place at the samo time!" “Tha'
wife' went flest, a‘ntl wu shown {td ah
atbgrbbni; the Husbduat xé.on m!mat ¥
Mutaal recriminstions'"eusibd, o g *
midst of Whidhthe' ml} l;a'ﬂ\a‘h‘jniu% *
a dréss maker, ¢amd' in, "”tic! i'n ﬂﬂ'“.
sho had nover sden' sither v ﬁﬁ“ '
 betord:  Havitg found* “oat’ the'ﬁ{nfhdr'“
.of the joke, Lhey visited him with s‘ﬂ& o
effebt that he kept hi§ Hod" e &’ um
qud His ayos wur&: &thoﬁ fot ﬂ‘fé}fanﬂ;‘,




