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POETRY.
The Little Robe of White.

DY MR8 8. T. VERRY,
In aresewood cradle n bnby lay ;
Its mother was stitching, sticthing nway
On n little robe of white.
One foot.on the rocker, she hoped to keep
Iler frolicsome baby fust asleep,
To finish her work that night.

In every stitch of the garment she wrought
That loving mother fustened o thonght—
Ilopes for that little one—
And smiled on her babe with n happy pride
Ad it slept in its eradle hy her side,
"Ll that little robe wos done,

Then she folded up the eambric and lace,
And kissed herlittle one’s eliubhy fuce,
That smiled in its infunt glee,
*She tossed it up and down in the air;
How pretiy you'll look little bube, when you #ar,
That new little robe, suid she,

In o rosewnod coffin the hiuby lay—
Its mother hud wept the night away,
Walching its dying breath.
With it clasped to her breast she prayed to keep
Hev durling buby from going to sleep
In the cold, eold nrms of death,

They buried the habe in the garment just wronght
Whose every stitch held u hopeful thought—
From that loving matherlssicht.
Ou the marble alum she w rn1lc with a tear,
“Iow many hopes lie hurvied here,
In that little vobe=o® white."
&
In the Saviour's avmns n hahy lay, ~
From its rosewooil coffin far nway,
In the realms of love and light.
The angols n garment had folded ahout
Hs ittle form; which wonlil never wear onl—
A senmless robe of white.

LITERARY
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“THE “SECRET SIGN.
A SKETCIL OF THE SOUTHERN
CAMPATGNS,

-t

BY MRS, M. E. RORINSON,

In a l]t-su]:'.lu, rn;_-',,r:ml \':l"t'_\'. the Awmerican
army were encimped for the winter,  The dis-
tanee from Philadelphin might heabout twenty
miles. in a north-westerly «direction.  The con-
dition of the troops was Tamentable in the, ex-
treme ; and the only wonder is that they did
not sink under their aceumulated misfortunes.
The winter was & most rigorous one ; they were
withont shoes, blankets, or provisions ; their
course could be traced by the tracks of their
bleeding feot, eruelly cut by the ice, while their
only shelter from the eold and piercing hlists,
were rude log huts, construeted to aceommo-
date twelve men each, within which, upon the
damp  ground,
beds.

was seattered straw for  eir

It is indeed surprising that hope did not
give place todespair; but the intense desire
for liberty, and an unshaken belief in the just-
ness of their eause, enabled them to eheerfully
endure hardship and privation.

During this time the British had possession
of - P'hiladelphia, and were rioting to oxcess ;
luxury and revelling were the order of the day,
and’the possessions of the brave men they were
striving to subdue, wantonly appropriated to
their use, while the rightful owners were strug-
@ing under the pressure of unequalled suffer-
ing for the love of country.

Paper currency was almost worthless, and
but little speeie being in eireulation, furmers
were disinclined to part with their produce,
and those indeed were fortunate who obtained
a sufficient supply for their daily wapts.

Miuy of the whig fumilies who remained in
the eity were robbed by the British soldiery,
whao left them but little or
upon. The ladies, however, with ears ever
open to the enlls of charity, carried food from
their own tables to the American prisoners,
and did all in their power to relieve the wants
of the destitute. A few had friends without
wha watehed every opportunity to
gend n basket of provisions or a little money to
their suffering rvelatives.  These Jaets of kind-
ness wore attended with considerable risk, nnd
numerous arve the instances of life and liberty
heing hazarvded for the suke of doing good.

A farmer by the name of' Tsracl, who resided
in Wilmington, had a mother remaining in
Philadelphia.  Me feared her slender meuns
were exhausted, and resolved, in some manner,
to aid her.

nothing to subsist

“I cannot divest my mind of the idea that
my mother nceds assistance,” he romarked, one
morning to his wife.

It is probable she does,” shereplied. . “We
have no rengon to suppose that she has escaped
the cowardly and brutal conduct of our ocom-
mon oncinied"

Sres— |

{ the neighbor mentioned, who granted the re-

“T must visit her in person,” added the
farmer, after a short pause. “My mother must
not want for food when I am blessed with
plenty.”

“It will be a dangerous journey,” said Mrs,
Israel, anxiously.

“T am awuare of that, but I can afford to risk |

something, as well as othcrﬂ of my countr) nicn.
Think of t.}:c suffering at Valley Forge.”
“T eannot dlscou_mg,e you, but I have many

fears for the result,” replicd the wife, as she |’

remembered the rumors that ench duy brought |«
to her ears.  “You canut pass in the daytime,”
she added.

“No, I must go in the night; darkness iz the
best security.”

“But you have not the countersign,”
Mrs. Isruel, gquickly. |

I ean obtain it from ‘one of cur tory neigh-
bors.”

“And we must not overlook the fict that by
that very eircumstance, you will place yourself
in Wés power,” rejoined the wile.

“Women are always anticipating evil,”’ con-
tinued the farmer, SWilliams

said

with a smile.

always has she pass-word, and you know we [

are as good  friends as two men ean well be
whose sentiments differ so widely.”
LL]

“Ile’s a woll'in sheep's clothing !
Mrs. Tsrael, warmly.

exclaimed
“A man that will desert
the standard of his country and league with its
encmies, is not to be trusted.”

“We must hope in One who sw: ays the
destinies ol nations, and eventually richts the
wronged,” was thv enrnest re ]nludc of the
brave {.umu u8 he set about t]u needful pre-
p.'.t'.l‘.llltl:lb

M. fb&'m‘l said noamore ; she was a patriotic

avaman, and though she 'I'clt some anxiety re-

specting the fate of her husband. ¢he thought
it -best not to' dishearten him by uwnnceessary
fears.  As the furmer had anticipated, he found
uo difficulty in procuring the countersien from

(uest without the least seeming reluctance,

Lstael reached the ferry without the oceur-
rence of anything worthy of note, and was ul-
logrudeto.pirss, by thetpentinel; upon - avpmll'ﬁl""
the pass-word. e procesded  immediately to
his mother's residence. Upon entering, he was
much surprised to find @ younzer hrother there
upeon the sane husiness as himself; the lacter
belonged to the American army. and bl heen
pragnpted by filial adleetion to privately visit
hi?I lefe alone,
exception of a hlick servant,

mother, who was now with the

The unexpected mecting was a joyous and

opportune one ; for Iseael soon discoverad that

his suothicr was really suffeving for want of
food and the enstomary coutdorts ol lite, While
they were carnestly conversing together re-

specting the deplorable state of the country,
the heavy tramp of horses and loud voices were
heard at the door.

The tyo sons sprang up and unsheathed
their swords, while the tervificd mother could
barely articulate :

“Rave yourselves, children ! is

my it the

Hessian officer, who, with his men, comes and

goes when he plenses. Youean escape by the

rool.”  And scizing the one next hier, which

happened to be the youngest son, she faidly
forced him up staivs and  through an aperture
in the roof.

Meanwhile the knocking and uprosr did not
ceaze below, and Iseael. followed by his mother,

considered it the salest course to apen: the
door.
“Be ealm, mother " he whispered, as she

wildly besought him to attempt an cseape.
“Show no fear, and act as thongh wothing un-
usual had ocenrred.
Israel opened the door,
sian officer

T rushied the Tes-
the former
instantly seized him, exelaiming :

“We have caught the rebel !

and his men, ol whom

“You ave wrong said the fuvmer, with
sell-possegsion. =1 am all vight; it wust Te my

brother whom you seek.”

The ofticer looked at him intently, hut il
not relax his crasp.
“ludge for yoursell)” added Tsraol, sceing

hix ineredulity, and the thonght flashing nevoss
his mind that he had been mistaken
brother.  “Judge for yoursclf,”
“Do 1 look mueh like a soldier 7"

The looked at him still
more attentively, and alter & moment's pause,
said :

for his
he continne 1,

[Tessinn sereeant

“You don't wear uniform, as 1 expected.”

“No, and here isa suit belonging to my
brother, which he left.
ol for me”  And Iseael put on the unilorm,
with much cooluess of manner, and quite con-
vinced the oflicer that he had sccured the
WrONZ man.

You sec it is mueh too

“1 perceive you are a loyalist,” said the lut-
tor, shaking Isracl warmly by the hand, and
pressing him to take o seat at the table which
had been spread by the afleetionate mother.
ITe folt himself obliged to comply, and indi-
cated to the latter, by n signifieant gplanca to do
tiie samo.  She obeyéd, and foreed herself (o
listen quictly to the conrse and hrutal "remarks
of the unwelcome guest, who repentedly boast-
ed of his svecess in diﬁratching “the cowardly
s .

"r 10 hml prutru(.tul his Mny to \\]mt
rm interminable length of tmu., he

oilpe, :uu] soon after tunL lm\c “of his
nd brother. Ife reached home salely,
vt Hour afterward was arrested and mage
The words of his wife had proved
e;-_-_l:iﬁ tory nuighlmr had indeed ;.:i\'cu

i ll!ll‘l”\’ np]-m:lv !uu f'um
.ztel and 1n- wile's brother were inst: antly
ed on board, to be tried as Sprivs,

{ ‘fm'mm Wils one nf‘ the (! nnmntlvn ni

fiderthe vin-luushnwcs was o mest dan-
Bone.  Much severity nud hardship were

goward him; his wateh, asnall sum of

Mojay 'tl.lul even his elothes, were taken {rom
hit I.B bed consisted of coils of vopes on
=nokR ]@ﬂ.h not the slighest covering to protect
hi om the cold night air.

el Ut)ll‘-llllltl{ ]nu Cise i l1u1u dess one,

| is, tm‘)‘ m-i_r_-hlmrs wave evidence :l;_fninf.i
id repeated a vemark which he yemem-
phaving made. implying  that he

I _'-‘Ithuu.l in British gold, to supply the
roy@lfships of wur.”

1] — apewh wils lnl] of trenson. and speedily
Briti<h

Ile or th.u:d a file of soldiers to pro-
the drive the cattle to the
-: c:]":- in lull view ul |ho prisoner, and

meadow,
Lum was at the t]l:-t.mw ul i mile from
er, but as the ground [rowm lltc meadow

to: obstruct the \iu..\\ ulnl \In-
Vi watehfiul and ahxions, saw every move-

ment.
o on shore aml procecd in the divection ol the

She obzerved the soldiersleave the ship,

meadow, whore the enttle were guietly crazing.
Lustantly theiv intention, she deter-
cattle, i she risked Ler life
Oridering o small hoy o ful-
low her, she hurried to the spot, lowered  fhe

divining
wined to save the

in the attempt.
bavs, and attempted to drive themn through the
The soldiers shouted to her to lll‘.\':i?:l.
if' she did not.
it hiceded them not,
they put the threat into exeention.

opeting.
threatening to five upon her
The andianted and
The shots
ahnest wild the al-
who howded in every
diveetion aeross the ficld, fseacl, to

the hazard ol Tite and lind, sneceeded in deiy-

Winiat
did not haem, save Lo ke
remdy allvightod Tvates,
while Jirs
ing them into a yard adjoining the harn.

Not to venture  Iarther
furm-houses, the :15.-'-:111pniulud
to the

daring atnong the
assuilants  re-
turned elis-
This

vememberad,

ship, and related to the
grined officer the failure of their mission.
incident II:IIr]ll'IIl‘ll. it =hould he
in sight of the comuander of the Roehuck and
his two prisoners.

Tsrael was treated mueh more vigorously than
his compranion 3 daily was his situation hecom-
ing more eritieal, forthe tinme was fastapproach-

1y
his judizes well, and expeeted no merey at their

ing for his trial. Enew the charactor of

lisunds.

One night as he was roclining upen his hard
bed, a friendly-looking sailor approached him.
in

Sl wish to ask you aoguestion.” he said,

low, but Kind tone. 1 am o feiend, amd wish

voi well so yon need  not Fear® 1o answer
truthfully.”

Tsral sienificd his willineness to do so.

e

SAre vou o rec-mason” vesumed the sailor,

S oan” replied Taracl, much astonished at
the li"l‘.“TillH.

“Then there is some hope for vou,” added
the :-h‘li]nl'qlli:'“.\'. “Moctmorrow ni;hl there is
i lodge Tield an ship-boarvd, the officers who be-
e
be able to alter their opinions respesting you.
they will likely fiml
wospy.
of Isreal brightened up;
he expressed his greatitude to the sailor in the

lone will assemible, T SOIIe Wiy you niay
[t s your last ehanee, for
you guilty ol heing

The countenance

warmest termg, and laid himsell” upon the coil
al’ rope with a lighter hea: t
The next day e was becnght ap G teial in
ue vy his tory noizhle s were examined,
woad thely depositions told o fully against him,
Contrary to the expectations off both, the pris-
Oners were |n~l|l|ll|| il to spet ||\ {or thamselyes.
Lsraol boldly Tt respeetfully : avowed the trath;
candidly acknowledged his visit to the eity, yet
denied going as o spy; but on the contrary to
afford reliel to a heloved and suffering mother,
ITis earnest and elogquent words had no observa-
ble effeet; the faces of his judges were stern
and inflexible. the frmer watehed
hig opportunity, and made, to the commanding
officer, the sign of the seerct ovder to which he
helonged. '
The change in the deportment of the officer

Soon aller,

was almost magical.  The :-;c\'uril?' of his ¢coun-
2

*the

Swontld |

comnnander of

Tsr: u.l_

tevance reluxed, he manifested some confusion

of manner, and presently commuiicated with
his brother oflicers in suppressed tonc.

“Centlemen,” gnid the communder mil 11:,,

9t seems ﬂl.tt we have labored under some mis-
s | apprehension in regard to the character of this
person.  Instend of’ coming nmong us asa spy,
it was to bring relief' to a parent in need. I do
not think it advisable to proceed further ‘with
ease. :

In this opinion the others fully concurred,
and Mr. Isracl wasacquitted.  This was not all;
ho was treated with the greatest hospitality by
the British officers. Inrulcd with gifts for him-
self and  wife, dnd, s an additional mark of
distinetion, was sent on shore in un clegant
harge.  BHor this remarkable escape he was in-
debted to the seeret siyu of the masonic brother-
Teoued.

MISCELLANBEOUS.

]).im.'.or of l)clm )

Peaple sometimes object that they eannot
“ufieud” Such an argument should
rather teach a man the iniperative necessity
for assuring ot onee. 104« feel so mnch difli-
culty in withdeawing such a trifle of his inpome,
let him reflect on the frightfl condition into
which his death would plunge his Gimily. There
ave others who “ntend” to assure, but pestpone

Lo assure.

oy assuranee heeanzo they can not spare enough
to elloet it fur 510,000 or $3li:l]l|(].
But why shouil they be too proud to send in
an application for a, Thousand Dollur Doliey,
and not proud enongh to reseue their family
from soliciting  of strangers the aid of a
hundred eents 7 They should assure fmmedi-
ately for 81000, or what they can afford ; and
therve are few who do so ene year who will not
assure for double the amount in the next® Dy
such peaple it should be remembered that delay
never inore dangerous than in their ease.
Lvery yenr decreases the chance of being ac-
cepted. When the eold shiver yuus through
the frame—when the guickened pulse, the fe-
vered tongue, the patchy compleqions, the
short cough, and the heetie flush appear—it is
too fofe to rush to the assurance office yourself
fur a Lile Paliey.

at onee

s

Imagine the situation of o man
who. suitering under slow decline, feels his en-
ergios daily filing, and his resources, at the
With the
prospect of aspeedy dissolution. he knows that
all who arve dependent npon him—the vietims
ol' his

=amne time, day hy  day deerensing.

necleet—must oo forth to seek their
bread amid the elosed handsand stony hearts of
the worlde  He will picture to 1fiself that
which will fullow on_his dgcoase—which hie has
seen happen to others, and
:mli:'il-ull'

from which he can
the break-up of his
“lhousehold gods” roughly handled
by strangers, hi conduct havshly condemned by
his Iriends, children  failing
before the rude shacks of poverty, and their
respeet, and  bitter
dwindling down to censures on his memory.
It iz an awlub thing for s man_on his death-bed
to consider, that, eve his corpse wrows eold, his
widow ny be hagaling with the undertaker for
the price of his coflin,

no imunity:

honte, lis

the love of his

by continual suflering,

and his family may
huiger and thisst to provide him a decent
.\l‘]lII]II.lI'\‘.

HUMOROUS.

Conundrums.

What is the differenee between a tailor and
n sicge-cun?  One works the breeches,
the other hreaches the work,

and

What is the difforence between o New Zenl-
ander and an Ameriean
tender habics,

mother? One loves
while the other prefers baby

I:'ntll.'l':-'.
What it does a newly married couple
mostly resewmhle ?

Why is the

small

A zreen pear,

second wile of'a widower with a

like a Roman king ?

she a Numa (new min ).
What kind of leather

vemiml yon of'?

Family Beenuse

wonld :ml.ul Moor
Undressed moroceo,

Why was William the Conguerar of no sex?
Beeaunse he v
Which :
Garn-yard 7

ot o female Nor-man.

the aost wonderful animal in a
A i, becanse he g killed first

and cured alterwards,

Why all butehers thieves ?
they steal (steely their knives,

nre DBecause

Why are they different from all other thieves?

Beeause they steal (steel) their knives.
A Yankee Trade.

A certain farmer, who in the course of the year
purchased severald dollars worth of goods and
always paid for them, ealled at a store of a vil-
lagze merchant, his regulay  placo of dealing,
with two dozen breoms, which he offered for
sale.  The merchant who, by the way, is fond
of a good bargain, examined his stock, and

said i “Well, Cyrvus, I will give you a shilling
a |-|0Le for these hrooms.”

Cyrns seomed nstonished at the o]i'u:, a:fd
quickly replied: it et
“Oh, no, John; I can't begm to take, that/
for ’em; no_how; but Tl let you haye ‘em  for !
twenty cents u picce, and m-‘ a cent less.”” 1.,

“Cyrus you are crazy,” replied: Jp'h” %
«\Why§kee here,” showing a fine lot o{'hroumn,‘ 2
is am article a great deal better than yours_ -
(which was true) which I am rotailing at
twelve and a half cents apiece” (wluoh L nol‘._
true by seven end half centd.) : Sivis

“Don't e~ * for that,” answered ' Cym, !
“your brooms are cheep enough, but you can’t -
have mine for less than twenty cents, auyhow;”
and pretending to be more than halt angry, £
shouldered his bwuma and started for the
door. b/l
The merchant, getting nervous ‘over the Toss'
of w goud customer, .and fearing that*he mighe -
o to anothe storer and never return,saids. 1 3

#See here, Cyrus, hold on awhile, ll';l.-gil_\',c,f',_.\f
you twenty cents for your brooms you willnot,
oinjuet. to tuke the price of them out in goods 7"

“No, 1 don't care if do,” reylied Cyrus. :

“Well, as you are an old custower, I will "~
allow you twenty cents apicee for thisl ot Tt l J
we see, twenty-four times twenty makg just
fout hundred and eighty cents.  What ‘kind
of gaods will you have Cyrus 7”

“Well now, John, I reckon it don't mnkw
any difference to you wh.lt sort of goods 1 take; -
does it 7

“0Oh no, not at :1]1,—:101; at all” suid-thb -t
merchant . Sy

“Well, then, as it don't make any difference,
I will take the amount in them brooms of
yours ut 12} cent apiece. Let me gee, £4,80
will get 38 brooms and 10 ¢ents over; don't
make much difference, John about the 10
cents, but s you are a right eleyer fclluw, ] g
Liclieve T'll take the chunge in terbacker.” - 1)

When Cyrus went out of' the door with his
broows and “terbacker” John wus seized with-
aserious breaking out at the mouth, durieg
which time he was dlsimctly heard to . violates.
the third commandment several times by thc
bynl.mulurs who all enjoyed:the Jnke. e

e
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Witicit axp 1”Ornzr.—“OM Fritz,” who |
raised pigs and cabbage in Napa county, Cali-
fornia, appeared before Judge H—as a mfuoﬂa,'

says nu exchange. '

Question,—*What is your name "7 '

Ansicer—Vell, T calls myselt’ Fred, hul: 1
may-be so—I don't know—it is Yaweup. You -+
see, Shudge, mine modder she have two lectle -
boys ; one of 'em vas me and one vas my broder, |
or one vas my broder and t'ohter vas me, Tdon't . |
know vich; and I vas shust so old ns wy broder _
vas young, or wy broder vas shust so old as me, | .
T don’t know vich, and mine modder she don't ;
and one of us vas name Fred and t'oder
Yaweup, v one named Yoweup and toder
F'red, I don’t know vich, and one ofus got
died~but mine modder she never could tell ™
whedder it was me or mine broder vat got
died ; so, Shudge, I does not know whedder I
is I'red or Yawcup,—and mine modder she
don't know."”

A worthy old farmer, residing in the vicini-
ty of Lake Mahopeck, was worried to death
last summer by boarers. They found fault
with his table and siid he had nothing to
cat.

“Dang it," said old Tsanc, one duy, “what a'
fuss you're muking. I can eat anything.

“Can you cat a crow ?”’ gaid one of the
boardors. .

“Yes, I ken eat a crow 1”

“Bet you n hat,” snid the gacat.

The bet was made, the crow caught and
and nicely roasted, but before serving up thay
contrived to season it with a good dose of
Scoteh snuff.  Tsane eap down to the crow.,
He took a @ood Dbite, and begun to chew
:I.“':'.}'. :

“Yes, T ken cat erow ! (another bite, and an
awful fice) I ken eat crow; but Ill bo
darned if T hanker arter it!”

Var vou Canre DEM.—Vat you call dem
tings vit long bills zat fly and wake a noise,
b-zz2?" saida Frenchman, the other day.

“Woodeoek,” we replied, “Eh bien! T kill
zis morning, before mine breakfast, twenty-five
woodeoek.”  “The deuee you did!' Where
did you find thom ¥’ “In mine chamber bed.”
“Twenty-five woodeock in your hed-chambor ?
You must mean musquitos,”
T kill fwenty-five musquitos.”

‘1 bien ! Zen

IN A Hurny.—A boy with post-office pnnla-
loons and ventilated hat rushed into a drog
store in Bellows Falls, the other day, with a
dipper in his hand, and exelaimoed 3 -

“Dactor, mother sent me down to shot tecary
pop; quicker'n Dlazes, cos bub's sick as the
dickens with the plpcn-chox and she wantan
thimblefull of pollygollic in this dipper, ¢os wo
hadn’t bot a gottle handy, and the kin pup’s
got the bine witters in’t.  Got any ¥’

'—-'——-“--"-—o—-_..

“I want to huy a sewing machine,” said an
old lady, entering a shop.  “Do you wish for a .
machine with a foller 7 inquived thd clerk,

“8akos, m)! don’t want any of your feﬂe%

about me.”

v '--'}'-ﬁm, A -



