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MOTHER AND CHILDREN DIVOWN

Automobile Rushes into St John's
River and Four Pewish,

9.-—Mrs,
H.

Jacksonville, Pla., May
0. H, Johnson, wife of Dr. O,
Johnson, a prominent physician of
this city, and their three ehildren
were drowned to-night when their
antormobile  plunged into the St.
John's river, and Dr, Johnson and
Mrs., J, I, Bland and {wo daughters
had a narrow egcape from death, be-
ing rescuned from the river just in
time 1o gsave their lves,

The Johnson party had spent the
day at Atlantic Beach and were on
their way home, having entered the
ferry ot South Jacksenville, Just as
the boat was approaching the land-
ing on this saide of the river Dr.
Johnson left fthe car and went to
the front, where he eranked his ma-
chine, In some manuer he haad lef!
the machine in gear, and when the
enpgine started the car jerked ahead,
knocking him overboard, while the
car  planged  through the  Theavy
¢haing and wenl into the river,

As the ecar took its plunge there
wag a cry from one end of the vessel
fo the other, and several lines were
thrown overboard (o the party., Dr.
Johnson and others suceeeded in ros-
culng Mrs, Bland and daunghters, but
were unable to save his wife and
children. One baby girl, about 5§
vears old, was laken from the river
and the pulmotor put into action,
but she conld not he resuscitated,

The bodies of Mrs. Johnson anli
the other two childrven, aged 2 and
4, are still in the water. The ma-
chine is being ralsed to-nlght snd
divers are searching the ferry slip in
the hope recovering the other
hodies,
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DAY OF DEAD AT QUEENSTOWN,

Soldiers Toil at Graves for Unknown
in Toreign Land,

Queenstown, May 9.—This has
been a day of the dead in Queens.
town. Most of the survivors of the
Lusitania left for their homes. No
survivors were added to the meagra
list and the only figures angmented
were those of the identifled dead. No
additional deaths were reported at
the hospitals,

While soldiers toiled at graves for
the nnknown dead, who will be bur-
ied to-morrow, groups of velalives
and friends of the passengers went
from morgue Lo morgue—saome find-
ing whai they sought, others turning
awny Lo continue their search, with
ebbing hope,

The public funeral to-morrow,
which a representative of the Vice-
roy ol lreland will attend, will be
too large for the ordinary facilities
of Queenstown and Cork and trucks
will be pressed into service to carry
the coflins., The Yuneral will  be
marked by military pomp such as is
accorded those who die in the armed
service of thelr country.

Though too late to be of material
assistance Lo their stranded country-
men, Capts, Wm, A, Castle and Alex-
ander Miller, the Ameriean military
atltacheas, arrvived here te-day to con-
fer with the American consul, Wes-
ley I'rost.,  They left in an automo-
bile for Kinsale Iead to continue
their information in behalf of the
government,  'Consul Trost has been
indefatigable In assisting the Amer!-
can survivors and attending to thelr
wants, Al identified  American
dead have been elalmed by the con-
aul, even in eases where no requests
rom relatives have ‘bheen received,

TORNADO STRIKES CAROLINA,
Manning Suffers Three Lives Lost.
F200,000 Propesty Damage,
Manning, May 7. Speecianl: A tor-
nado struck the center of the town
of Manning shortly after 4 o'clock
this afternocon and ecaused fearful de-
struction of life and property., The
principal foree of the storm was -
ited to a radius of about 150 yards
of the Confederate jponument, on
the court house grounds, and in that
area property  to the amount of
F200,000 was destroved, Three lives
were lost and several persons were

seriously injnred,

In the New ldea Store, at the Me-
L.eod corner, Miss Clarn Baggelt,
saleslady, was instantly killed by the
falling roof ang walls, while her sis-
ter, Miss Julin Baggetl, is thought
to be Tatally injured. In the same
store Miss Annie Thames, milliner,
wits g0 injured as to be rendered un-
conscions for some hours, while her
brother, John Thames, was painfully
injured.

Two Killed in One Building.

At the other end of the same block
the upper story of the large Nettles
building coliapsed and killed two
men, Basley Davis and a negro por-

ter.  This building was only recent-
ly occupied by the Manning Dry
Goods Co. Adjoining the Nettles

building is Arant's drug store, which
wag almost entirvely demolished.

The intervening buildings, f{rom
the Bank of Clarendon to Katsoff's
Bargain Store, were elther damaged
or totally destroved. In the McLeod
block the walls of the Clarendon
Millinery Store collapsed and nar-
rowly missed crushing Mrs. J. M.
Bradham, the proprietress. The roof
of the Home Bank was blown off, and
the walls of the Wilson Insurance
Company's office collapsed,

Across the street extensive dam-
age was done to the roofs or front
walls of nearly every store. The
main building of the Plowden Tard-
ware Company wag unroofed, while
the warehouse in the rear was de-
molished.  Cothran's tobacco warve-
house and Glenn's tobaecco warchouse
were completely wrecked,

Singular freaks of the storm were
impressive, sach the new hrick
stables of Coffey & Rigby being wn-
roofed and damaged, while the frome
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stables of D. H. Bradham & Son,
across Lhe street, escaped unsea' hed,
A number of small dwellings were
demolished.

Telephone and electrie light wires
are out of commission, and the

streets are in darkness to-night. The
debris from the demolished buildings
and a large number of fallen trees
render locomotion very difficult. The
court house building was damaged
in the roof and the furnace chimney
above the roof toppled over,

Very few of the business men car-
ried tornado insurance and hence the
property loss is nearly all Joss,

In Darlington County,

barlington, May 7.—A severe cy-
clone passed over the upper part of
this county and the lower part of
Chesterfield county (his afternoon,
doing considerable damage to prop-
erty.  The only fatality so far learn-
ed is the death of one negro on the
plantation of David Melntosh, where
several buildings were destroved and
several negroes received minor inju-
ries, the most serious being a frae-
tured skull of a small givl, who was
taken to hospital by automobile
to-night, :

At the plantation of Wilson Maloy,
few miles north of Society Hill, a
dwelling containing a number of
white people was severely damaged,
but no oceupants fatally injured,

About four miles north of Darling-
ton several buildings were destroyed
on the plantations of J. N, Kirven,
B. Vaughan and B, I*, Gandy, but so
far as can be learned no one wag in-
Jured,

The wind was accompanied in this
distriect by a severe ‘hail storm, and
at this time there is falling the first
heavy rain since last March,

Four Killed in Marlbovo,

Benneltsville, May 7.—Four peo-
ple were killed and hundredg made
homeless by a lornado which swept
Marlboro county this afternoon, just
vseaping the town of Bennettaville.
The dead are Miss Inez Tarl and
Carl Tart. The county home was
destroyed and one Inmate killed, A
negro infant was killed,
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JURY ACQUITS MRS, CARMAN,

Was Chavged With the Muorder
Mrs, Loulse Bailey.

Mineola, N. Y., May 8, —A verdict
of acquittal was returned after a
short deliberation late to-day by the
jury tryving Mrs, Florence C. Carman
on the charge of murdering Mrs.
Lounise Bailey ot Freeport on the
night of June 10, last,

The jury was azreed on the first
ballot and the verdict was returned
one hour and twelve minutes after
the jury had retired, Mrs, Carman
shook hands with all the jurors, then
left with her hushand for their home
in Freeport,

In his charge to the jury Justce
Blackmar said the State's case cen-
tered on the testimony of Celia Cole-
man, negro maid in the Carman
household, testified that Mrs,
Carman had darted into the kitehen
the night of the murder with a re-
volver in her hand, and announced
“1 killed her.”  The Coleman wo-
man also testifieq that Mrs, Carman
had come to her room early the nexc

i
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morning and expressed repentance
for “having killed that poor wo-
man,”

Westminster Local Notes,

OFFICIAL

WASHINGTON QUIET.

“No Time to Rock the Boat," Says
Secretary Bryan,

Washington, May S.—President
Wilson, npon whom the eyves of the
world are focussed at the present
moment, studied in gquiet s:clusion
to-day the aspects of law an- fact in
connection with the sinking by a
German torpedo of the British liner
Lasitania, with a consequent loss of
many American lives.

The great human tragedy, coupled
with the responsibilities of the hour
cansed the Precident to deny him-
self to all ealle.:, even to members
of his oflicial family, while he tnrned
over in his mind the course to he
pursned by the United States govern-
ment in one of the most serious
crises in i's history,

The only glimpse of the workings
of the President’s mind was given
when the White House to-night is-
sned its first formal comment on the
disaster, The announcement  was
made tha' the President realized the
country expected him to deal with
the situation ““with deliberation as
well as firmness,"”

Waiting on Information,

The official data upon which for-
mal action will be based had not ar-
rived., The President, therefore,
did not communicate with Secretary
Bryan or officials of the Stale De-

Westminster, May 11.—Special:
Mpr. and Mrs, B. B. Garrison, of
Trinidad, Colo., stopped off for a
visit of a day or two with friends
here this week. Mr. Garrison was
our penial  and accommodaling
agent for the Southern Rallway

s0me ten or more years ago, and he
and his estimable wife have many
friends here who are delighted to
see them again,

Miss Ruth Green, of Greenville, is

the attractive guest of her sisters,
Misses  Elvira and  Minnie Green,
this weck.

Mrs., N. 8. Harper has been very

sick for the past few davs.
to hear of an
condition soon.
Rev, H. M, Fallaw is in
this week assisting Rev, T,
phin in a series of meetings,
Mrs. Frances Green, of Virginina,
will lecture at the school anditorium
Tuesday evening on temperance,
The R. A, Thompson Chapter, 17,

improvement in her

seneea
M. Gal-

D, €., obgerved memorial day hore
Monday. A large crowd gathered

at the anditoriunm, where a very in-
teresting program rendered.
I"ollowing the program a long line
led by the old soldiers marched to
the cemetery, where the graves of
the Confederate soldiers wore
wreathed with many beautiful flow-
ers.  The school ehildren were
a bright feature in this parade. Each
child carried a garland of roses and
kept perfeet time to the drum’s beat,
making the scene most impressive.

Mrs. W. R. Leathers, of Nashville,
Tenn., who is visiting her sister,
Mrs, . W. Cannon, has been very
ill for the past few days, but we are
#lad to hear of an improvement in
her condition.

Dr. J, H. Johns left last week for
Chirago to take a post-graduate
course in surgery.

Mr. and Mrs. Webb Sanders. of
Walhalla, were in Westminster for
a1 few hours Sunday.

Misses Lynn and Pearl Verner, of
Richland, visited here Monday.

— . —
Neville Cemetery,

All persons interested in the Ne-
ville cemetery will please meet there
on May 22d, in the forenoon,
Maggie Harden.

wins

Lady Tnjured at Elloree,

Elloree, May 7.—A fearful cyclons
awept over Elloree this afternoon, its
path ranging from a quarter of a
mile to half a mile in breadth and
several miles in length, uprooting
giant trees and demolishing a num-
ber of bulldings, It geems a miracle
that no one was serfously hurt, and
80 far Mrs. J. D, Strock, who was
passing the Methodist churceh, which
was completely demolished, is the
only one reported to have recel,ed
any injuries,

Mrs. Stroek, who stopped in  the
porch of the church, was struck by a
plece of the falling building, Ier
injuries, it is sald, are slight. No
casualties from the country so far
have  been  reported, but it was
learned late this afternoon that a
number of farm buildings had been
reduced to debris,

We hope |

partment. Nor did he consult mem-
bers of the Cabinet or Congress, He
:]ms been giving such close personal
| attention in the last few weeks to
the particular questlons involved
|Uu|t he was thought to be deter-
I mined first to sift for himself the
various guestions and shape a poliey
to be submicted to the cabinet, prob-
ably on Monday or Tuesday.

In the meantime, publie opinion
was expected to erystalize and help
proint the way., Mewmbers of the cab-

Vinet cancelled other engagements and
held themselves in readiness for the
President's call. At the Stale De-
partment, when Seecretary Bryan was
asked if there was  any  advice
feommunicate the American peo-
ple at this time, he replied that he

1o
Lo

digd not think this was needed, for
the country understood the sgitua
tion.

“This is not
boat," " he said,

the time to ‘roek the

Carried No Guns,

One important fact was definitely
ascertained by the Washington gov-
ernment to-day from the port author-
ities at New York, who gave clear-
ance to the Lusitania—that she ecar-
ried no guns, either mounted or un-
mounted, in accordance with the caun-
tion of the State Department and
British government early in the war,
This disposed in the minds of offi-
cials of the claim that the German
submarine had a right to attack the
Lusitania because she was an auxi]-
iary or converted eruiser.
cils of the Cunard Line are under-
stoogd to have stated that the Lusi-
tania was not convoyed.

These facts in the opinion of law
officers of the American government
left the German submarine no ex-
cuge under law or reason for an at-
tack without warning on a ship with
hundreds of non-combatants aboard,
including neutral men,
children,

Position of United States,

The position of the United States
has been that the presence of con-
traband— even  arms and ammuni-
tion—aceording to the rules of inter-
niational law, ineluding the declara
tion of Londen, which Germany has
upheld, eaunot warrant the sinking
of a merchantman without (he previ-
ous exercises of the right of visit
and search, and the removal of non-

women and

combatants to a place of safety.
The government stated this in its
last note to Germany, and at the

same time jssued a warning that the
Imperial Jerman government wonld
he held “to a striet accountability"
by the United States for any loss of
Ameriaen vessels or lives,

The decisfon which the President
and hig advisers must reach, it was
admitted in all quarters, is a momen-
tons one. Those offieials conversant
with the legal aspects of the ecasn
pointed out that the United States
faced a grave and serious problem
of lastine iruportance in history, as
ali the world—neutrals and bellig-
erents alike—would wait with acute

expectaney for the course which the

The offi-

VERDICT—AN APPALLING ORIME
Charge Against Submarine Oflicers,
Emperor and German Government,

Kinsale,
coroner’s

Ireland, May 10.—The
Jury investigating  the
deaths of Ave persons drowned when
the Cunarvder Lusitania was sunk by
a German submarine off the coast of
Ireland last IPriday returned a ver-
diet to-day charging “the ofMeers
of said submarine and the Emperor
and government of Germany, under
whose orders they acted, with the
crime of wholesale murder before the
trib aal of the eivilized world."

The verdiet follows:

“We find that the deceased met
death from prolonged immersion and
exhaustion in the cight  miles
southwest of Old Head of Kinsale
I'riday, May 7, 1915, owing (o the
sinking of the Lausitania by torpe-
does fired by a German submarine,

“We find that this appalling erime
was committed econtrary to Interna-
tional law and the conventions of all
civilized aations.

“We also charge the oflicers of said
submarine and the Emperor and gov-
ernment of Germany, under whose
orders they acted, with the erime of
wholesale murder before the tribu-
nal of the civilized world,

“We desire to express sincere con-
dolence and sympathy with the rela-
tives of the deceased, the Cunard
Company, and the United States,
many of whose citizens perished in

this murderous attack on as  ul-
armed lHner,"

Capt. Turner, of the Lusitania, was
the principal witness. He told the
jury he did not see any submarine
either before or arfter his ship waa
torpedood. He said there was no
panie; that it was almost calm.”

Many of the boats could not be
lowered on account of the list of the
steamer, the witness continued, He
said the ship remained afloat only 18-
minutes.

sed

Carried Out Instructions, |

The witness said he had received
and carried ont special instruetions
as to this voyage, but he declined to
say what they were. He also sald
he had received messages in rezard
to the presence of submarines off the
Irish coast, but when asked the na-
tnre of their contents he referred the
coroner to the admiralty for answer.

Capl. Turner said that after the
warnings at New York that the Lusi-
tania would be torpedoed Le did not
make appideation to the admiralty
for an escort,

“It is their business, not mine, [
simply bhad to carry out my orders
to go, and 1 would do it again,” de-
clured the witness with emphasis,

Among other witnesses heard bo-
sides Capt, Turner was the ship's:
bugler, Livermore. He testified thal
all  the watertight  compartments
were closed, but that the force of the-
explesion and rush of water must
have burst them open. All the offi-
cers were at their posts, the witness
continued, and the earlier arrival of
rescue boats would not have saved
the situation,

In summing up the case Coroner
Horgan charged that the responsi:
bility “lay on the (German Bovern-
ment and the whole people of Ger-
many, who collaborated in the terri
ble erime,"

United States would pursue to pre-

serve the rules of international law,

partienlarly the rights of neutrals,

with respect to the safety of non-

combatants on merchant ships at sea,
The German Warning.

The suggestion that the warning
by the German embassy In newspa-
per advertisements should have bheen
sufficient to deter Americans from
traveling aboard ships flying the
British flag wan widely commentad
upon among diplomatistis, At the
State Department Secretary Bryaa
revealed thet the embassy's warning
phad never been ofMelally communi-
cated to the State Department, and
that sinece the announcement by the
German  admiralty in February of
its proclamation of a war zone, ‘the
American protest and the reply from
iermany  saying  the government
would diselaim responsiiaing for ae-
cidents to neutrals, the subject fo
gevernl weeks had not been oflficlally
mentioned hetween the Berlin and
Washington governments.

That the appalling nature of the
disaster, brings home to those who
had frlends on board the Lusitania
the human side of the occurrence
was apparent in the demeanor of
high officlals, They were grieved—
slek at heart, They made no formal
expression of thely feeling, prefer-
ring to maintain silence wuntil the
American government fa ready ‘to
speak on the human a3 well as the

legal aspects of the case,



