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: Uncle Sam’s War on the

“Yeggs.”

7

Walter De Ferd, Characterized as the
Smoothest Thief in the United
‘States, thhe Guiding Spirit in
Nearly Every Bank and
PostOffice Robbery
in he South;in a
Decade.

(Copryright, 1913, by the ‘New York
Herdld Co, All righis veserved.)

of up-
hundred
rrabbheries

ITH a record
ward ol a
post  office
and as many banks,
" Lthe safes of which
vielded in the neighborhond of §600,-
000, “Walter,” sometimes known as
Gus e Pord, standsg preseminent in,
the ranks of those yeggmen he has,
led P hils many  raids on strong
boxes in the United States and Can-
ada,  Ever handy with his guan, he
hag shot his way Lo freedom a score
of times, and such trifles.as shooting
down or binding :-I':ld pagding those
watchmen who surprised Hilm while
ut \\"Irl{ aAre S0 NUNWIrens as to 'l'l.'l.\'l‘
long sinee palled on this areh-erimi-
nal. Itesourceinl, nnkerupulous,
eruel o o degree and as fearless
Te is ennning, he =stands ol
sossing overy atiribute necossary
a4 sucaosstul yeggman.,  He has fre-
quently served time, in propor-
tion 1o 'the erimes commitred he has
gnerifieed but n simuli
ago of ‘his liberty.
Seanuing  CWalter's” deseription
and record as they appear v fle in
the oflice ol the Chiel Post 'OMice In-
gpector at wa find the
following:
“Walter,”

HE
s Pos-

tor

but

Very poereent-

Wiashingron,

Gus De Tord, aliases C,
M. De Towrl, Gus B, Ford, W, P, Hor-
ton W. P. Thornton, . . Carter,
Lavrence Cockerell, Walier Balley,
Wiillam T. Smith, Thek  and
Duggsey,

Gus,

His Deseription.

“Thity-five years, five feel seven

inehes  §n stockings,  welglre 185
pounds, hair <¢hestnut, eyes hazeél,
good teeth, one or two sdalid gold

teeth upper right side, also gold fill-
jngs; loug nvge; build medinm, ra-
ther “‘erect, except shoulders and
head slightly stooped,  Cuf sear on
forehead, right of center, exiending
from hair downward, showing a Jdeep
indentation at lower end of
head, Cut sear, about one Inch Toi =,
at lower edge of left jaw, near ching
fieshh colored mole or wart at contre
of right cheek; three large acid born

Fonre-

sears  of  left forearm. ITsnally
dressos well, often wears dianmondd
Ting, sometimes a diamond searfpin

and nsually earvies
‘The

rohberies he

it gold wateh,
fmrportant affiee
has been concerned
fnelunde:  Rowesville, S, .
Mmaotain and Brevaml, N. C.;
périty, 2. ¢ Fort Mills, S C.; no-
ree, Sl Waverly, Va.; Columbia,
Vi, Apex and Youngsville, N. (U
oflice near Norfolk, Va.; Christians-
burg, Via.; West Point, Va.; two
oillces neary Boston, Mass,;  Canton
Lmetion and Hopedale, Mass: Marsh-
field, Vrt.

“Some of his other robberies
chide Branscom, Canada, bank:
oree, 8, C,, cotton mill office; Tort
Norfolk, Va., car barn; Spring Hope,
N, ( bank; MecColl, 8. C!, bank;
Forest City, N, C., bank; Denmark,
8. C., bank; Brunson, 8. C., bank;
Boydton and Wakefield (or Wav-
erly), Va,, bank:; Amherst, Va,,
bank; Bowling Green, Va,, County
Treasurer's office; Cleveland, Tenn.,
cotton mill office; Rocky Mount,
Va, bank; Slatersville, . 1., and
Amherst, Mass., hanks: Ouiney,
Mags |, lee company's office, and Mid-
dleboro, Mass., flour mill and laun-
dry.”

From the foregoing it can bhe gur-
miged that “Walter” has led a fairly
aclive life, and judging from the
amount of plunder he procured, first,
last and all the time, 1t is surprising
that he is so modest in hisg sartorial
effects as to confina  his  personal
adornment to two gold teeth and a
diamond ring and stickpin and a sin-
gle watch,

His losest Call,

It was al Port Norfolk, Va., that
Walter ‘had his narrowest escape.
Had he been captured in the general
fight that followed, chances are the
infurlated posse would have swung
him to a nearby lamppost, that his
staring eyes could rest wupon the
prosirate forms of those who lay
wounded unto death by bullets from
‘the yeggmen's pistols. Walter, like
many of hie i1k, had been skulking
in one of the many yeggmen dives
with which Norfolk Is infested, The
owners of these dens always wel-
comed with open arms theso rural
burglars, for they realized thal men

maore |rt!>‘I
in
IKings
1'ros-

in-
En-

of ithis type spend their ill-gotten
gilms awith a lavish hand, and Wal-
ter .was looked upon as a “prince of
spenders.””  Then, too, when the
yeggmen came to town after one of
their raiding expeditions they inva-
riably.brought a satchel full of stolen

postage stamps, which these dive
keepers disposed of for them at a
25 per coent discount,

But won this occasion Walter and
his cromies, "Kentucky Billy'"  and
“District of Columbia Slim,"” had

stretched their
the dens they

eredit at the bars of
frequented intil ¢he
bredking point  loomed  perilonsly
near,  They needed funds  desper-
ately, and it must be a "“quick job,"
for n “getaway" was imperative. One
of the ““gay cats" working for this
trin had been ordered to “locate’™ a
Job in a tmrry, He decided the ear
barn office at Port Norfolk
likely poimi, inasmuch
safe always held a big sum of cur-
rency, and, furthermore, chances lfor
interruption during the safe opening
were comparatively small.

A dense fog enveloped the
town when -the trio of yveggmen
their “stickups” stole
made theiv-way to the ear barn, It
was an easy matter to jimmy a rear
window, and Walter wasg the first to
elinth through to the interior. “Ken-
tucky Billy™ followed him, while
“SHm” remained on the outside
sae that the “‘stickups,” or sentinels
maintaived propor vigilance against
a surprise.  As Walter made his way
through the rambling siructure the
needle-like rayvs from his flashlight
pointed to the forms of three men—
the night watehman and two negroes
who evidently had joined him to keep
him company through the long vigils
ol the night.

1t was but the work of a second to
pounee upon the sleeping men, tie
their arms and legs and slip gags
into their mouihs, Under threats of
murdering them as they lay, Walter
und Billy procecded 1o the oflice and
went to work on the safe. One hlast
of “soup,” nitroglyeerine, fuiled
door and others  in
suceession lollowed. As tho
Hew its hinges and 111
with a Lthe fNwor,  Walter
foreed inner door and was
idly transferrving the golden
that lay before him when one
ciaplive negroes slipped his gag and
thongs, and, leaping to a window,
cried out an*alarm.  As he ¢lambered
up to the sill preparatory to leaping
to the street below a bullet cut short
his flight and he rolled down to the
sidewalk, shot through the chest.

Emboldened by the general melee
that  ensued, the other eamives
wrenched their arms (ree and each
drew his pistol and sent a volley in
the direction of Billy and Walter, the
brief ontline of  whose cronching
forms was barely discernible through
the gloom of the barn.

The shots
hoodq,
ups"’
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aroused the neighbor-
“SHm'™ and his “stick-
could sound a note of warning
a mob had galhered and a rusillade
of shots was fired, IPirst, Walter
and Billy emptied their pistols at the
fwo men who wele fiving at them
from within the barn, After disarm-
ing them they crouched beneath the
window ledge and sent sholt after
shot into the ecrowd that had gath-
ered in the street. These shots were
retnrned with a vim, and a hundred
bulleta erashed through the window
heneath  whieh  Walter and  Billy
erouched.  While Walter stuck to his
post and emptied his pistol at the
posse  “BIlly"  reconnoitred, and
finding a window on the opposite side
of the building which afforded an
easy drop an or courtyard
he paved the way flight.

Before

to aren
lor

Their Escape,
Retwoing 1o Walter's side, the
two fired a parting volley into the
crowd, dropping eight or ten men in
their tracks, and then adjusting rags
sonked in mustard oil to the heels
of their shoes, a precaution against
pursuit of bloodhounds, they sped to
the open window and leaped to the
courtyard,

Their last round of cartridges had
been slipped into the chambhers of
their revolvera, and these thoy de-
termined lo hold in reserve and not
use unless actually trapped by (he
now infuriated posse.

Ag the burglars crept from the al-

leyway to the open street and ply
ed away in the darkness a cory
“There they go!" arose. Like a
of bleodhounds in full ery the
started in pursuit, firing as they
But Billy and Walter were too Iﬁ-d
pressed to halt long enough in tHeir
flight to take pop shots at their pur-
suers. On to the outskirts of the
little town they sped, the money q‘b-
stracted from the strong box safe in
Walter's “‘kick” (pocket), and wun-
der cover of darkness and fog tﬁa
reached tthe railroad tracks and the
hand car ““Slim™ and his “stickups”
had in readiness, A quick run
brought them to the outskirts of Nor-
folk, and once within the city's limits
they were soon lost in the maze of

narrow  and 1lly lighted sireets
which led them to a ‘*‘erib” along
the waterfront, where like hunted

wild beasts they lay concealed l;lll.ll
they deemed it safe to em rge and
leave Norfolk far behind tem. That
night's work, although accomplished

at tremendous risk, netted the yeggs |
more |

upward of $1,000
Walter was in funds and
“erack™ any  bank his
might have found for him.

The little town of MeColl,
also has reason to  remember
brief presence of Walter within
corporate limits, This time Walter
had as his associates “Conn. Shorty"
and “Chicken BilL." The latter was
later shot to death by a posse which
overtook him as he was fleeing with
hig share of plunder stolen from a
North Carolina bank, in which bur-
glary “Portland Ned" was the pre-
sidit g genius.
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" Walter and “Billy” Sent Shot After Shot Into the

The' bank at McColl loomed as an
easy  possibility. If there was a
watchman employed to guard it by
night the "gay cats' had been unable
to gain a clue to his hiding place. In
the same building that housed the
bank the telephone exchange wns
located, and only operator, a
man, remained on duty at night, It
had been arranged that a confede-
rate statfoned in a nearby town was
to call
and thus engage the operator in con-
versation while Walter and his con-
federates effected an entrance into
the bank, and, If need be, take steps
to silence the operator should he be-
come too inqgnisitive,

o

Walter and “Shorty" elected to do
the actual safe blowing. “Chicken
B was to secrete himself at a
point near the telephone exchange so
that in the event of the operator ai-
tempting to notify polee headquart-

ers he could be gtruck down or shot.

While the operator was engaging
in an animated conversation with the
veggmen's confederate who was at
the other end of the long distance
wire “Bill" came to the conelusion
that "an ounece of preventlon was
worth a pound of cure'” and that it

ling hand,

; hig hands when

| of
' a bullet
S. Q5

behind the ear with the butt of his
revolver which sent him reeling from
his high stool to the floor, where he
lay erumpled and Insensible. A
‘clothesline, stolen on the trip
through the little town, was used to
tie up the unconsicous operator, and
his handkerchief was employed as a
gag. Then “Bill"" leisurely rejoined

hig companions, told them of his en-

terprising and precautionary meth-
ods, and lent a hand at the safe
door.

Two blasts forced the door, and in
the outer vault $600 in gold was
found. The inner barrier of the
vault was a screw door affair, and
three blasts of “soup’ falled Lo dis-
lodge it.

The roar of the explosion aroused
several dogs in a nearby stable, and
their yelps brought half a dozen men
armed with rifles and pistols to the
street.

As the trio of burglars Ieaped from
the bank window several shots rang
out, buit none ook effect, and they
sped away, halting at each street
corner to return the fire, The leader
the little posse rolled over with
in his groin, but the fugi-
tives made good their escape and
three days later found Walter,
“Chicken Bill” and “Shorty" rein-
forced by the presence of “Portland
Ned," all primed for a rajd on the
bank at Forest City, N. (.

This job netted the burglars $3.-
200, and “Chicken Bill" alter re-
celving his share of the loot, volun-

teered to buy, at » liberal discount,
the dimes and nickles stolen, He
then started across country, leaving

e :
times the “'soup’ was applied and
touched off before the stubborn vault
door sprung from dtg hinges and
went hurtling across the room, Be-
fore the greedy looters, stacked in
neatly assorted piles, lay £5,000 in
gilver, a load none calculated bur-
dening himself with,
Hid Money in Belfry.

Opposite the bank stood a negro
church. Its belfry could only be
reached by a tortuous and perpendic-
ular ladder, and the bell that ‘hung
within was rung by meang of a long
stout rope which led to the vestibule
of the modest little frame structure.
This belfry, it was decided, should
serve as a hiding place for the plun-
der, The removal of the silver from
the outer compartments of the vault
to the belfry consumed so much time
that none was left in which ‘to blow
the inner casing of the vault,

The burglars then melted away
into the night, determining to secrete
themselves in a nearby forest until
it was safe to return and raise the
plunder from its sacred hiding place.

One week after the safe was blown
three of the yeggmen returned to
Rovy Mount and procured the loot,
Just where they went for a division
of the spoils is not clear, but among
those participating in the “raising”

of the sllver was “Boston Johnny,"
substituted for “Boston Jimmy."
“De Sota Ned” and “Boston Johnny'

were captured al Roanoke, Va., and
their portion of the loot recovered.
They were tried, convicted and sen-
tenced to from five to ten years each
in the penitentiary. Walter and
Billy made tracks for their old hid-

\
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his companions to
freight train.
trail, followed him, mortally wound-
ed him and

nearby hospital, where

ezeape by the

he died,

For the next six months a succes-
sion of bank buvglavies rollowed, and
in each case Walter's was the guid-
although he frequently
changed partners. At this slage of

] . - "
: hig career Walter deemed it wiser to
MeColl at a designated hour | » " d iser t

conline his operations to banks ra-
ther than to post ofMices, for he
found the police and private detec-
tives employed Lo protect banks eas-
to elude than postal inspectors,

The bank at Rocky Mount, Va.,
possessed  possibilities  which had
long attracted Walter. He had look-
ed the job over carefully and in per-
son,  He had serutinized every pos-
sible avenue of escape and contended
that shonld he find an idle night on
in that vicinity

jor

he

, would improve the shining hour. 1t

| tneky Billy,"”

| eegary for this attack,

would be better io “tie up the OI)I_‘-:
rator' before the exploding nitrogiy. |

cerine echoed through the bullding. | fected without incident.

Creeping up behind the unsuspecting
operator, “Bill'" dealt him a blow

g0 happened that after ripping seve-
ral safes in the vicinity he, “Ken-
“De Bota Ned" and
“Hoston Jimmy'" found themselves
within easy access of Rocky Mount.
No “locater,"” or '‘gay cal'' was nec-
for Walter had
himself done the necessary work.
Entrance into the bank was ef-
The “soup”
wag distilled from dynamite stolen
from a nearyby stone quarry. Three

b,

P,

Crowd That Had Gathered in

A posse took up his!

then carried him to a |

the Street.
1
ling places in Norfolk and there re-
! mained secreted until it wag safe for
them to make tracks for New York.
Here they stayed until their cash was
all gone and it was again necessary
to take to the “soup bag' and Jimmy.

Looting the Bank at Branscom.

The bank robbery that Walter is
proudest of and the one he often
boasted of to “West Philadelphia
Johnny" and other noled crooks was
the looting of the safe at Branscom,
Canada, where $15,000 in bills of
small denomination was obtained,
Walter, apparently, concealed the
names of his confederates in this op-
eration, for in (he exhaunstive confes-
ston made by “West Philadelphih
Johnny,” in which ‘he implleated
i every thief he ever operated with,
l say nothing of the confldences ho vio-
i lated that he might escape a long
term in a Vermont prison, he gave
ino clue to Walter's associntes.

Walter had no trouble, he sald, in
entering the bank or in blowing the
safe, One shot was sufficlent to ex-
pose the steel guarded cash, and in
less time than IL takes to tell it he
had transferred the bank notes to
his ample pockets, abandoned hig kit
of burglar's tools, and, slipping from
the bank, returned to the hotel in
which he was quartered, and there
remained a day or two before cross-
ing the border to the “States.” “It
was so damned easy,” he sald while

Lo

\
relating this exploit, ** hat 1 was @
shame to take the money.”

Apparently Walter's unnamed con-
federates were just as ‘“‘easy’ as the
bank, for, he said, he slipped out of
Canada without keeping an evgage-
ment he made with them, at wiirk
time he wag to 'have given them their
gshare of the spoils. Hila pay for his
half hour's work was $156,000; not
a ghot was fired, nor did a soul sus-
pect that a robbery had bean com-
mitted until the janitor 'the next
morning set about cleaning up the
bank preparatory to its day's busi-
ness,

Lee Crump, now dead, of Alexan-
dria, Va., was of immense value to
Walter ag o “gay cat.” FHe had won-
derful powers of divination when
sent out to *“locate’ a job, and
whereas in some cases the men at
work on the safe he had selected for
blowing were surprised at their task
and compelled to battle their way to
freedom, yet in every case they es-
caped unscathed,

A Crucinl Moment,

This held true in the looting of tho
offices of a laundry and a flour mill
at Middlesboro, Mass.,, where Walter,

“Johnny" McCarthy (West Philadel-
phia Johnny”) and ‘“Bellefontaine,
Slim'" escaped after twice ataring

The safe of the
vielded to the ex-
and about $60 was
procured. The laundry was next
visited, and while the “cracksmen’
were al work on the safe the night
watchman peered in at the door. A
ghot from Walter's pistol caused him
to beat a hasty retreat.

He ran only far enough to take zef-
uge behind a protecting angle in the
wall, when his pistol began to bark
out its alarm as he sent bullet after
bullet in the direction of the bur-
glars,

Defore Walter his asosciates
could make their to the street
the air was so smoke laden that even
the rays from their pocket flash-
lights could not penetrate it., Seve-
ral persons gathered outside the
laundry and as the burglars sped
across the street they opened fire on
them. At this juncture of the chase
“Johnny'" dropped the rubber pouch
containing enough nitroglycerine to
blow a dozeon anfes

death in the [ace.
flour mill readily
plosive’s blast

and
Wiy

In tellin artanes ufter
ward ‘‘Johina Both il
Walter contudently axvertod
blown into ctornity, and 1
neither ca iin why the *'soup”

did not explode, All got away scot
free and Walter arrived at the con-
clusion that the Sunny South held
inducements of far greater promise
| than the “'Frozen North,” where
| watchmen and nearhy citizens always
sleep with one eve open, could offer,

Accordingly Walter made tracks
for the South, and after visiting ero-
nies in New York city, Baltimore,
Washington and Noofolk he made
his way to Charleston, 8. C,, where
he gpent a week in wild revelry at
the dives conduected by Rudolph Ra-
bens, a notorious “‘fence” and ally
to bank and post offica  burglars.
Whenever such finished workmen as

Walter, “Portland Ned,” “West
Philadelphia  Johnny," “Kentucky
Billy” and “Connecticut Shorty"

banded for a killing something far
out of the ordinary might be expect-
ed. Boon after Walter's flight from
the North and at a thive when his
last dollar had been spent in one of
Rabens's dance halls, he and his four
companlons in crime decided to loot
the bank at Brunson, S. C. The job
looked easy from every angle.

The safe, although of an ancient
pattern, was so well built and of auch
good material that it resisted the
several blasts that were applied. Out-
done by the stubborn resistance of
the strong box, Walter volunteer to
procure a drill with which to make
a larger opening near the combina-
tion disk.

A Colored Guide,

In scouting aronnd he entered n
carriage house near the bank. There
he found a strapping young negro
sound asleep. Walter awakened the
sleeper by pressing the muzzle of his
pistol to his cheek. The negro was
too frightened to ery out or to offer
resistance. Then in a few well chosen
and terse gentences Walter com-
manded- hig captive to conduct him
to the nearvest biacksmith shop. This
done he found the tools he wanted,
and, with the negro slightly in ad-
vance of him and urged on by the
pistol in ‘Walter's hand, they return-
ed to the bank, and with the newly
acquired tools the sale was forced,
About $2,000 was procured. When
the bhank was left far behind the
yeggmen made the negro help them
to place a hand-car belonging to the
}roadnmstor of that divislon of the

rallroad on the tracks, and this done
they lelsurely pumped themselves
along the ralls after tossing the me-
gro a dollar, with the injunction, “Go
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