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SOME TRUE TALES OF THE OLD
HISTORIO FORT—DR, BARN-
ARD'S ACCOUNT OF THE BURN-
ING OF THE BUILDING—FATE
OF ORIGINAL MONUMENT.

(Ben C. Stuart, in the Dallas, Texas,
Morning News.)

The recent special .dispatch from
Austin to the News, stating that the
Daughters of the Republic would pe-
tition the Legislature to amend the
existing law so as to place the cus-
tody of that historic edifice, the Ala-
mo, at San Antonlo, In charge of a
commission of five, recalls the tragic
story of that ’{'exas fortress. While
much fact and more myth regarding
the fall of the Alamo has been writ-
ten during the last half century, pro-
bably the best and most authentle
account was that contributed by the
late Capt. R. M. Potter, of the United
States Army, to the Texas Almanac,
printed at Galveston in 1868,

Capt. Potter was himself a veteran
and held several offices of trust under
the republic of Texas. After Texas
pecame a State in the Federal Unjon
he was appointed paymaster in the
United States army. He was in the
State when, in 1861, the United
States posts were surreadered to the
Confederate sulhorities, and passed
throngh Galveston on his way North,
While liere hie informed a life-long
friend of hils determination to
main steadfast to the old flag, and,
deprecating the secession movemant,
he remained in the service until his
death at or rear New York city sojae
years sinee. He was also the antaor
of the Hynn of the Alomo, as wet
as o vigorous and painstaking writet
upon toples of Texas history., During
the celebration of the se.i.i-centennin'
of the baitle of San Jacinto by the
Texas Veteraps' Associntion at Dai
las, in April, 1886, Capt.Potter wrote
the chairman of the commititee on
Invitations a letter, in which he re-
gretted his inability to be present in
consequence of the infirmitles of age
and the pressure of occupation, bul
he wrote at some length concerning
the fall of the Alamo, and his re-
marks in this age of seeming historic
inaccuracy and exaggeration are con-
sidered as worthy of reproduction in
this connection,

The True Story,

8o remarkable a victory as San
Jacinto,”" wrote Capt. Potter, “was
llable to create legendary exaggera-
tion, yet the published narrative Is
remarkably free from it. There.is
less dispute about Incident and per-
sonality In the history of San Ja-
cinto than that of Bunker Hill,
though the latter was fought under
the eyes of a city’'s population, most
of whose families had a member or
a kinsman in: the combat. It hap-
pens, however, that one other of the
two most remarkable events in the
hiclory of Texasg has not been §o his-
torically fortunate. This, indeed,was
to be expected. OFf those who fought
at San Jacinto nearly all outlived the
campaign. Of those who fought at
the Alamo not one survived, and the
beautiful exaggeration to which this
nation |s so mueh addicted had con-
aaqawnt?y full play. The result has
been an amount of absurd fabrica-
tion which might lead an ineredulous
and ill-informed person to doubt if
such an event as the fall of the Ala-
mo ever occurred. It behooves all
who respect patriotic history to dis-
countenance such fictions, lest heroie
fact should be :ejected for being in
such company. The fabrications T
refer to, which I think have mostly
originated outside of Texas, have
been specially Injurious to the fame
of David Crockett, which they threat-
en to Munchausgen into oblivien., In
articles published in two respectable
monthlies In New York, Crockett Is
represented as the last defender who
fell after ineredible exnloits. In such
a fight, where all knew they had to
die, the bravest die first, and the last
who i reached is almost certain to
be a sneak. So it was at the Alamo,
Travis and Crockelt fell early, Bowle
would have done the same had he not
been on his death bed, The last who
died was a soldier dragged fre hils
hiding place, along with three or fonr
others, who were all shot

All Fell Fighting.

“The walled inclosure of the Ala-
mo was too large to be long held by
80 feehlo a garrison. It was soon en_
tered Ly two columns of atlack, and
the men un the outworks mostly took
refuge in the long benches of the
chapel, where the Ilast desperate
struggle occurred, and all fell fight-
ing to the last. Travis and Crockett
did not take such refuge. They were
among the few who fell early on the
outworks, each belng shot down
on the platform where they stood.
The station of Travis was a one-gun
batiery In the northwest angle of the
area, That of Crockett was & one-
gun battery which overtopped the
west wall of the area. When the
enemy entered the area that gun wag
turned against them. It is a dls-
puted point whether the caunoneers
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THE ALAMO !”

gucceeded in effecting a discharge be-

fore they fell, but it Is certain that
| they all weni down almost hiamedi-
‘ately under a shower of musketry
form within the area. There Crockett
died before any sword or bayonet
reached him, and befcre he had any
opportunity to break skulls with the
barrel of his broken rifle. On that
platform the body was pointed out
to Santa Anna by Mr. Ruiz, of San
Antonio, who was sent for to iden-
tify the dead leaders. Ruiz tells us
where Crockett dled, but says noth-
Ing about a semi-circle of dead Mex-
‘leans, of which I have read, struck
down by the fallen hero. The incl-
dents of the fall of the Alamo and all
matters therewith connected I early
made a study, and continued it for
years as opportunities occurred, and
for this I had, perhaps, better facili-
ties than any nerson now living,

“The first publication which 1
made was done at San Antonlo in
1860. The narration I then gave
was imperfect, and, on some minor
points, Incorrect, but I afterwards
obtained more and complete Informa-
tion. IFrom the latest and tfullest
data I published in the Magazine of
American History in New York, on
January 1, 1878, what I believe to be
the fullest and most correct account
of the slege and capture of the Alamo
which has ever appeared. 1In that
article I gave my authority for every
alleged fact, and my grounds for my
every conjecture. ®* * % * | cannot
beter close than by praving that tfte
heroes of the Alamo may escape the
curse of absurd and fabulous eculogy
which so often throws a blighting
shadow on real merit.”

The Alamo Building.

In the Texas Almanac article re-
ferred to before the Alamo as it ex-
isted in March, 1836, at the time of
theMexican assault,is thus described:
“It had been founded soon aftor the
settlement of that vieinity as a place
of safety for the scttlers and their
property in case of Indlan hostility,
but while it was large enough for
that purpose it had neither the
strength nor arrangement which be-
long to a regular fortification. The
front of the Alamo Chapel bears date
17567. The other works must have
been bulilt earlier. The chapel of the
fortress s 756 feet long, 62 feet high,
surrounded by walls of solid masonry
four feet thick. It was built of one
story, with upper windows, under
which platforms were built for the
mounting of caninon. The long bar-
rack which was connected with the
church is 168 feet long, 18 feet wide,
18 feet high, and of two storles.
There was another barrack 114 feet
long and 17 feet wide. These bar-
racks, like the church, were of solid
rock, and their walls are still stand-
Ing (1867.) The fortifications were
manned by 14 guns, but these proved
of little use in the defense, ag the
enemy either kept out of range or
approached from a quarter they could
not be made to bear upon.”

The final agsault, intrusted to Gen.
Castrillon, a Spanlard by Lirth and a
brilllant soldier, was made April 6th,
1836, and was timed so that the at-
wcking columns should reach the
foot of the wall at daybreak. “When
the hour came,” says the Almanac
article, “the batteries and the music
were alike silent, and the single blast
of the bugle was followed by no
sound save the rushing tramp of sol-
diers. The guns of the fort soon
opened upon them,and then the band,
as the south battery struck up the
assassin notes of ‘Dequello,’ a Span-
ish martial air, which signifies to the
soldier no quarter. But few and not
very effective discharges from (he
works could be made before the ene-
my was under them, and It Is thought
that the worn and wearied garrison
vas not till then fuly mustered.”

All Are Slain.

“The Tolucan column was the first
at the base of the wall, but it was
not the first to enter the area. A
lavrge piece of cannon at the north-
west angle commanded the bhreach,
Kither this or the deadly fire of the
riflemen at that point, where Travis
in person commanded, brought the
column to a disordered halt, and its
leader, Col. Duque, feil dangerously
wounded.  Buat atl this time another
column arrived and entered the gate
or by escalade near by it. The de-
fense of the outer wall had now to
be abandoned, and the garrison took
refuge in the bulldings already de-
seribed. It was probably while the
breach that Travis fell at his post,
for his body was found beslde the
gun referred to. All this passed
within a few minutes after the bugle
sounded, The early loss of the outer
wall so thinly manned was [ avita-
ble, and It was not until the gar. 'son
became more concentrated that the
main struggle began, They were
more comnact ag to space, but not as
to urliy, for there was no connecting
space between bulldings, nor always
between rooms. There was now no
retreat from point to polnt, Each
group of defenders had to fight and
die in the den where It wag brought

‘here of the wounded.

to bay. * * * The church was the
last point taken. The column which
moved against it. consisting ot the
battulion of Ximines and other
troops, was at first repulsed, and took
refuge in some old houseg outside of
the barrier, near the southwest angle,
but it was rallied and led on by Gen.
Amador. It was soon joined by the
rest of the force, and the church was
carried by a coup de main. Its In-
mates, like the others, fought to the
last; and continued to fire from the
upper platform after the Mexicans
hed occupied the floor. During the
closing struggle Lieut. Dickinson,
with one of his children In his arms,
or, as some say, tled to his back,
feaped from an upper window. Both
were killed. Of ihose he left behind
the bayonet soon gleaned what the
bullet missed, and the upper part
must have fallen, The morning
breeze which recelved his parting
breath probably still fanned his flag
above him ere it was pulled down by
the victors. The Alamo had fallen.”

After the Battle,

The garrison ol the feeble fort was
some 188 men, all of whom perished.
The investing force has been vari-
ously estimated at from 3,500 to
4,000 men, under the immediate
command of Gen. Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna, the president and virtual
dictator of Mexico. Of the Inmates
of the fort only three were spared—
Mrs, Dickinson, her babe and a negro
man owned by Col. Travis. The rud-
est form of sepulehre was accorded
the slain Texans, the historian Ken-
nedy stating that “their bhodies were
stripped, thrown into a Deap and
burned." Dr, J, . Bernard, a sur~
geon in Fannin's command, who was
saved from the massacre at (.io'llud,
was in San Antonlo as a prisoner In
April, 1836, and in his diary made
this record under date of the 21st
of that month:

“"Yesterday and to-day we have
been around with the surgeons of the
place to visit the wounded, and a
pretty piece of work Travis and his
faithful few have made of them.
There are now about one hundred
The surgeon
tells us there were 400 brought into
the hospital the morning they storm-
ed the Alamo, but 1 think from ap-
pearances there must have been
more. I see many around the town
who were crippled. There are ap-
parently 200 or 300, and the citizens
tell me that 300 or 400 have died
of their wounds. '

After news had been recelved of
the defeat of Santa Anna at San Ja-
cinto orders were issued to evacuate
San Antonio and to destroy the Ala-
mo. Under date of May 24, 1836, Dr.
Bernard’s diary contains this entry:

"'8ix o'clock p, m.—As the troops
left town this morning a large fire
streamed up from the Alamo, and as
they had fairly left Dr. Shackleford
and myself, accompanied by Senor
Rulz and some of the eltizens, walked
over to see the state in which they
had left it. We found the fire to pro-
ceed from a church, where a platform
had been built extending from the
great door to the top of the wall on
the back side for the purpose of tak-
ing up the artillery to the top of the
church. This was made of wood and
was too far consumed for any at-
tempt to be made to extinguish the
fire. The walls of the church, being
bullt of solid masonry, of course
would be but little damaged by the
fire. The Alamo was completely dis-
diantled.  All the single walls were
leveled, the fosse filled up and the
pirkets torn up and burned. All the

Nursing Mothers and
Over-burdened Women

In all stations of life, whose vigor and
vitality may have beon undermined and
broken - down by over-work, exacting
soclal duties, ‘ho too frequent bearing of
childrew, or other causes, will find in Dr.
Pieree's I'avorite Prescription the most
potent, Invigorating restorutive strength-
glver ever devised for their special bene-

fit. Nursinggaoothers wit ind it especin)-
ly valuable I%:a!ning

elr strength

and promotingan dhundant irishment
for the child. SXplctan

will find it & priceless P

a‘\;swm for baby’s coming wnd ré

the ordeal comparatively painless,

1 ¢ state, or conditjon

EE ;!:lﬁ- Ig} le svsiom,
ellcate, norvous, wenk women, who

suffer from frr.-tTnnnt headaches, back-
acho, dragging-down distress low down
in the abdomen, or from painful or irreg-
ular menthly periods, gnawing or dlis-
tressed sensation In stomach, dizy or
faint spells, seo Imaginary specks or spots
floating before eyes, have disagrecable,
pelvie catarrhal draln, prolapsus, ante-
version or retro-version or other displace-
ments of womanly organs from weakness
of parts will, whother they experience
many or only o few.of the above symp-
toms, find reliof and a permanent cure by
using faithfolly and fairly persistontly
Dr. glercn's Favorite Preseription,
This world-famed gpecifiec for woman's
woaknesses and peculiar aflments Is a
ure glycerie extract of the choicest na-
{.Ivo medicinal roots without a drop of
aleohol in fts mnke-up. All 1ts Ingredi-
ents printed in plain English on {ts bottle-
wrapper and attested under onth, Dr.
Plerce thus {nvites the fullest Investiga-
tlon of his formula knowing that it will
found to contain only the best agenta
known to the most advanced modical
sclenco of all the differont schools of prac-
tico for the cure of woman's peculiar
wenknesses and allments,
you want to know more about the
composition and professional endorse-
ment of the *Favor{ts Prescription,” send
?ost.al eard requesat to Dr. R. V. Plerce,
Juftalo, N. Y., for his free booklet treat-
lnq'o! same,
ou can's afford to accept as a subatl-
tute for this remody of knoun composition
& secret nostrum of unkrnoun comport
tion. Don't do It

artillery and ammunition that could
not e carrled off has been thrown
intc the river.'

Tie defenders of the Alamo did
not fght under the Lone Star flag,
nor c¢id they know that the independ-
ence of Iyxas had been declared, Al
though the declaration was adopted
on March 2, 1886, there was no
means by which information could be
conveyed to the beleaguered garrison
before the end came on the morning
of March 6, and consequently Travis
and his men went down to defeat
and death under the flag of constitu-
tlonal liberty in Mexico—a tri-color,
with 1824 oinmped or printed upon
it.

Tha Old Alamo Monument,

As previously stated, the bodies
of the defenders of the Alamoc were
burned by the Mexicans. On the 25th
of May, 1836, Dr, Bernard visited the
spot and thus mentions it In his
diary: “After looking at the spot
vwhere, it is sald, Travis fell and
Crocketlt closed his mortal career, we
went to visit the ashes of those brave
defenders of our country.
hundred yards from the fort we came
to where they were burned. The
bones had been reduced to cinders:
oceasionally a bone of the leg or arm
was seen aimost entire. Peace to
your ashes! Your fame is immor-
tal!"

To the memory of those heroes
Texas erecled a monument, which for
years stood at the entrance of the old
State house al Austin, 1t was ten feet
high, and was construeted from rock
taken from the Alamo, Each of the
four fronts contained the names of
Crocleett, Bonham, Bowle sud Travis
fr bold relief., The inscriptions on
the monument were ag follows:
North front—

* * * * L [ L] * -
TTO THE
GOD
O THW
FEARLESS AND PFPREB
IS DEDICATED
THIS ALTAR
MADE FROM THE RUINS
OF THE ALAMO.
MARCH 6, 183€¢, A. D,
» -

L] » * L] L]

¥ 5 2 % 8 5 %5 8 3 8 8
e 5 8 52 8 8 8 8 8 8 8

L] -

West front—
L L] L L * L L] L »
" BLOOD OF HEROLS
HATH
STAINED ME.
LET THE STONES OF THE
ALAMO SPEAK
THAT
IMMOLATION
BE NOT
FORGOTTEN.
MARCH 6, 1836, A.

L] . » * - L L

-

THEIR

. & & % & B &

L
s 8 8 8 &8 2 & 8 8 ¥ & B

D.
L] L ]
South front—

L] L L] - L L] L - L]
BE THEY ENROLLED
WITH LEONIDAS
IN THE HOST OF THE
MIGHTY DEAD.
MARCH 6, 1836, A, D.

L]

o e e @ . ¢ *

. & 8 &8 & % B
" & & & & & b

East front—

* - - . * - L] * L
THERMOPYLAR

HAD HER

MESSENGER OF DEFBEAT.
BUT THE

ALAMO HAD NONE,

MARCH 6, 1836, A, D,

* -

L] L] * L] L L

# B ® 8 & ® & @
& 5 2 2 2 & 8

In addition the names of 166 of
the men who fell in the 40’s were in-
sceribed on the north and south fronts,
About 1880 the old State house was
burned and the monument was al-
most destroyed at the same time, Af-
ter the fire o portion of the memorial
was kicked about in the debris of the
grounds and finally attracted the at-
tentlon of Hon. John P, White, then
one of the Judges of the Court of
Appeals, He recognized its value and
preserved it. The portion saved by
Judge White was the upper part of
the monument, containing a portion
of the inscriptions noted in fullabove.
On August 31, 1888, Judge White
presented the relle to Hon., L. L.
IFoster, commissioner of insurance
statisties and history, with this note:

“1 herewith turn over to your de-
partment two pieces of the old Alamo
monument, which I have been pre-
rerving ever since the burning of the
old eapitol.  These are the only por-
tions of the monument which I be-
lieve nave been preserved. The mon-
ument, vou recolleet, stood in the
porch of the old capitol, and was
made out of the stones of the Alamo."

- —— e — i

CTCABTORKIX

e
Beati ik Tha Kind You Havo Always Boogid
Seen (T
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Methuselah is Dead!

Nev York, April 2.—Methuselah
died here f)-day at his home In the
Bronx Zoo. He wasg 1,000 years ol
Hig death Is aseribed to ills Incident
to old age.

Methuselah, also known as Rame-
ses II, was a toad which was dis-
covered In a rock pocket in a mine
600 feet below the surface at Butte,
Mont,, two years ago. His age was
carefully computed by the zoologlsts
and geologlsts.,
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M pressing-down
- Exat I took C

f writes Mrs. . Fournier of Lake Charles, La, “I
used to suffer irom headache, backache, side ach

ains, and could walk, :
» and now I feel go all the time.

Ju

It Will Help You

Cardui is 4 medicine that has been found to act
upon the cause of most women’s pains, strengthen-
ing the weakened womanly organs, that suffer be-
cause their work is too hard for them.

It is not a pain “‘killer,”” bui a true female

remedy
perfectf
| men, old or young.

composed of purely vogetable ingre
harmless and recommended for all sick wo-
Try Cavdui.

AT ALL DRUG STORES

edients, [
Women’s Relief, @
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sl THE SOUL', M'VRNING POINT ofs
oJe —— ol
s By J. Russell Wright, 3.
ol .{- ole .1. sI. ofe -:. o!o "I‘ ole .I. slo

A person s converted when the
whole life becomes changed through

the Influence of divine grace upon
the heart. It Is not merely a change

In our religious professions. It must
include the transformation of our
thoughts, desires and finclinations.

This s the result of saving faith in
Christ Jesus, And let us not doubt
the fact of a man's conversion be-
cause It happens to differ with our
own in non-essential features. Some
have viglons and tears and emotions
and otherg do not, Some have hard
strugglos before they enter the King-
dom; others find the gate wide open
and simply walk in, Test convergion,
not by the attending features, but
by the fruits of the spirit, and by the
attitude of love to God and man,

It has been sald that tears are a
mark of weakness. Such Is not the
case. There Is a sacredness In tears,
They are not the mark of weakness,
but of power. They are messages of
overwhelming grief, of deep contri-
tion, of unspeakable love, If there
were wanting any argument to prove
that man was not mortal, 1 would
look for it in the strong, convulsive
emotions of the heart. When the
mountains of feeling are rising, and
when tears are guching forth In erys-
tal streams, Oh, speak not harshly
of the stricken ones weeping In
sllence; break not the solemnitv by
laughter or Intrusive footsteps. De-
splee not woman's tears; they are
what makes her an angel. Scoft
not if the stern heart of man-
hood 18 sometimes melted into
sympathetic tears; they are
what help to elevate him above the
brute. I love to s2e tears of affec-
tion; they are plain tokens, but still
most holy. There is a pleasure in
tears, an awful plearu e. If there
wag no one on earth to sghed tears
for me, I should be loath to live; and
if ne one might weep over my grave
I could never dic in peace. They that
gow in tears shall reap In joy. Jesus
shed tearg of deep sympathy at the
grave of Lazarus. Tears help to dis-
pel deep grief; they soften the
heart, and expand the soul.

—Go to W. M. Brown for buggles,
vagons, harness, ete, tf

MEETS DEATH ON TRESTLE,

Woman was Going to Sce her Huse
band in the Cenitentiary.

Macon, Go., April 1.—Canght on
the trestle of the Georpin road over
Walnut ereek, a short distance out of
Macon, Mrs. Imogen Compton, 85
yearg of age, was knocked 40 feot to
the ground below and Instantly
killed. HEngine No. 61 and passen-
gor traln No. 71, bound from Camak
to Macon, in charge of Engineer B,
I, Anderson and Conductor Ahren,
met the woman and her litle son ay
they were getting off the trestle on
the end toward the direction from
which the train was coming. The
engineer looked for the:n to get off
until he was within short range, but
made immedlate efforts to stop when
he fonnd the woman was struggling
with time to get out of the way.

The little boy ducked down on the
end of ihe ties, and the mother, in
her hurry, allpped and fell
through in the middle of the road-
bed. Here she was picked up by the
pilot of the engine and hurled out
into the crevk. The englneer allowed
his engine to pass over the boy so
he could get out, and when the traln
crew went back they found the mo-
ther lifeless.

Mrs. Compton resided in South
Georgla and was passing through to
her former resldence near Athens.
She had applied to Mayor Miller for
transportation, but through some
mistake she left without getting the
tickets. She had started out to
walk and was overiaken, Her hus-
band, Dick Compto.., 18 serving a life
sentence in the State penitentiary for
having killed three men near Athens.
The little boy is left a charge on the
publie, ten years of age and heart-
broken,

For a mild, easy actlon of the
bowels, a single dose of Doan's Reg-
ulets Is enough. Treatment cures
habitual constipation. 25 centg a
box. Ask your druggist for them.
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Card of Thanks.

Editor Keowee Courler: Pleage al-
low us space in your columns to
again thank the good people of the
Tabor section for thelr kindness and
assistance to us in the sickness and
death of our six-weeks-old baby, May
God ever bless them with His rich-
est mercles, Respectfually,

Mr. and Mra, J. 8. Colley.
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creased by intelligent and liberal

and proper cultivation,

will greatly “increase your yield
In some cases remarkable results

i sar to be a fact.
the Ia
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Fertilizer than I

The Best Fertilizers for Corn

That the yicld of .corn from the average farm can be greatly in-

demonstrated. Large crops of good corn result from preparing the
land well, using the right kind and quantity of fertilizer, good seed

Virginia-Carolina
Fertilizers

er acre” of corn or any other crop,
ave been obtained.

Mr. C. W, Caruthers of Sumpter County, Fla., writes: * Words
cannot express the value of your fertilizer.
of other companies’ goods, that it would not pay anyone to use ather
brands, were they given free and put in the field.
I made a test on five acres.
nd your fertilizer and on the other half another company's fertil-
izer, same grade; the jand received the s7 ne cuitivation every time.
a correct account of the amount of money I ﬁw off each half

¢ §700 mnr.:fmm the land on which I used Virgis
id off the other half. I got four times as much
corn from the land on whick I used {om' Sertiliser.
rite today to nearest office o
Company for a free copy of the new 1909
Almanac, full of the most valuable and unprejudiced information for
planters and farmers; or ask your fertilizer dealer for a copy,

Virginia-Carolina Chemical Co.

fertilization has been repeatedly

It is really so far ahead

I can provc what
I used on one half

rginia-Carolina
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