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YORMATION OF REELIOOT LAKE

Interesting and Startling Events of
Long Ago—Scene of Crime.

(Nashville Banner.)

The story of the formation of Reeol-
foot Lake containg much that is of
deep and startling Interest. This
story ls graphleally told in a letter
that was written [» 1826 to Rev, Lo-
renzo Dow  describing Lhe horrible
carthgquake of 1811 and the conse-
quent sinking of Reelfoot Lake, now
the center of Interest hecause of re-
cent disturbances in the territory ad-
jacent to thiy famous fishing and
hunting resort. This letter was
found some months ago among gome
old papers, and reads as lollows:

“Dear Brother: 1 have just receiv-
od your kind letter, written some
three or four weeks ago, requesting
me to give you a doscription of the
late horrible visitation of Mrovidence,
and the sinking of Reelfoot Lake in
thix section,

“The morning of December 15th,
1811, was cloudy and a dense fog
prevailed, and towards nightfall the
heavens showed signs of distress, On
the following morning, the 16th,
abont & o'clock a. m., we felt the
shork of an carthquake, accompanied
by 1 rumbling noise resembling the
distnnt firlng of a cannon, which was
followed In a few minutes by the
complete saturation of the atmos-
phere with sulphurious vapor. The
moon was shining brilliantly, but the
sulphurious vapor cansed the earth to
be wrapped in absolute darkness, The
wialling inhabitants, the stampede of
the fowls and beasts, the nolse  of
falling timber, the roaring of  the
Missiesippl, the current of which was
retrograded for a few minutes—{form-
od o scene too appalling lo conceive
of.  Then until daylight a number
of lighter shocks oceurrved, one that
wiag more violent and severe than the
first one, and the terror which  pre-
valled after the first shock was now
even worse than before.  The people
fled hither and yon, supposing that
there was less danger at a distance
from the river, which was boiling,
foaming and  roaring terrifilenlly.
Men, women and ehildren gave up in
despalr, some praying and  others
fainting, so great was their fear,

“There were light shoeks each day
until January 2, 1812, when one as
hard as the first occurrad, followed
by ‘he same phenomena. From this
time until February 4 the earth was
in continual aglitation, visibly waving
as a gentle sea, That day a shock al-
most as severe as the others occurred,
and on the 8th, about sunrise, a con-

cussion took place which was so
much more violent than the others
that It was called ‘the hard shock.’

The carth wag transformed Into total
darkness and the chickens went back
to roost, the cows mooed and the
frightened horses pitifully nelghed.
At first the Mississippl river seemed
to recede from its banks, and its
wiaters, gathering up like a moun-
tain, leaving for a short perlod of
time many boats which were passing
down the river, during which time
the crews escaped to land in safety.
The river roso ten to fifteen feet
perpendiculariy,  expanding  as it
were, al the same tlme the banks
were overflowed with a retrograde
current.  The river, falling immedi-
ately, receded within its banks again
with such violence that it took with
it whole groves of young cottonwood
trees and much eattle and stock.

“A great many fish were left on
the banks, bheing unable to keep up
with tie water, and an old canoe,
antique in construction, was washed
ashore.  The rives was a mass of
floating wrecks of boats, and it is
sald that one was wroeked in which
there was o lady and six children, all
of whom were lost,

“In the hard shoeks deseribed the
earth was horribly  lacerated—the
surface was from tme to time cov-
cred over of uneven depths by the
sand, which issued from lissures,
which were made in great numbers
all over this ecountry, some of which
cloged up inunediately after they had
vonited forth their sand and water,
'n many places, howoever, there was
a4 substance resembling conl thrown
up with the sand. It ia fmpossible
to =ay what the depiths of the flssures

or irregaiar breaks were. The site
of New Madrid, Mo., was settled
down at least 15 feet, and not more
than half o mile below that town

there does not appear to be any al-
teviation of the river, but back from
the river a short distanee the numer-
ans large ponds or lakes, which cov-
ered o opreat port of that country,
were totally dreiedd up. The beds of
sowe of them balre above their for-
wer banks soveral fooet,

“The most remarkable feature of
all the entire disturbances which was
ol generally known for some mont ha
afterwards was the discovery of o
huge lak the Tennessee side of
the Mississippl, npward of 25 miles
long and from one-half (o elght miles
inowiidth,  This lake was later eallod
Reelfool Taake,  Thero ar places in
it the bottom of which has never
been fountd, though many efforts have
been made,

“The lake has communieation with
the Misissippl river at both ends,
and it Is conjectured that it will not
be many years before the principal
part, if not the whole, of the Missis-
sippl will pass that way. TIn the last
year or so an herb, resembling moss,
bag literally covered the surface of
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the lake and during the winter
months wild fowls, such as ducks,
geese, cranes, ete., winter on the lake
and eat this moss as food. Deer and
other animals seem to enjoy it.

"It Is said that where the lake was
formed was a vast area of fine tim-
bered lands,, and In places only the
tops of the trees can be seen. The
Iake runs north and south, and each
end has & neck shape, widening out
about the center, or nearer the north-
ern terminus than the center. The
water In It does not seem to rise or
lowear to any marked degree, and the
lake Is destined to become the great
hunting and fishing resort of the
West,

“It Is sald that where this lake
was formed was formerly the In-
dinns” hunting grounds, and also
where they held thelr annual war
dances, but since the terrible visita-
tion of the earthquake It ig a rare
thing that one ventures In that vi-
cinity. By some method, known only
to themselves, they marked a warn-
ing on the trees for other Indians to
keep away.

“Most of those who fled from the
vielnity during the hard shocks have
returned, but always become greatly
alnrmed at the slightest trembling of
the earth, We have, since their
commencement in 1811, oceaslonally
felt light shocks. Hardly a week
passes but we feel one. There were
two the past winter, much more se-
vere than we have felt them for 3eV-
eral years before. Since then, how-
over, they are lighter than ever, and
as the months and years pass the in-
habitants are becoming more and
more reconciled to the surroundings.

“One circumstance worthy of men-
tion is: This section was once sub-
jeet to severe thunder, but for a long
time previous to the first shock there
wits no thunder at all and but very
little since,

“1 have now complied with your
request for a description of the earth-
quake—Iimperfect, it is true, but just
as it occurred to the best of my nem-
ory. If you will come out here, you
and mysell wili take a two or three
days' tour of inspection of the coun-
try most affected by the earthgnakes,
and especlally of the lake 1 have de-
seribed in the foregeing |histe -y,
which In my mind is the wonder of
the age. Respectfully yours,

1IZ. Bryan,

“New Madrid, Mo.”

In the case of Webster vs., Harrls,
growing out of the Reelfoot Lake
controversy, Judge MeAllister of the
Supreme Court, delivering the opin-
lon of the ecourt, quoted from an
opinion of Judge W. H. Swiggart,
giving the &rigin, history and de-
scription of Reelfoot Lake, the opin-
fon shows that the lake Is in Oblon
and La: e countles, with 1,000 acres,
or more, in Kentucky. It covers 25,-
000 or 30,000 acres of submerged
land, not Including the arms or pock-
ets, which cover several hundred
more, It ig 15 to 20 miles long and
from two to seven miles wide, Sev-
eral islands cover about 1,600 acres.
The outlets of the lake are at Its
Southern end, consisting of sloughs
and bayous. These carry its waters
south into and through other smaller
basins or lakes and through other
sloughs or bayous Into Obion river,
about fifteen miles from the main
hody of the lake, and thenee to the
Misslssip  river. The small streams
called “Reclfoat River” and “Bayvou
1}e Chein' passed through the terri-
tory aow composing the basin of the
lake. It was on the banks of Bayou
De Thein that Capt. Rankin was re-
cently killed by night riders. These
streams come together al a point now
in the lake towards. its eastern and
sonthern shore, three guarters of a
mile from Its eastern banks, at the
village of Samberg, where the State
troops are now in camp, and which
is said to be the center of the dis-
turhed district, Bayou De Chein,
where the tragedy was enacted, en-
ters the lake near its extreme north-
eastern corner, and hears to the
southwest and then back across the
lnke towards its eastern side, where
it empties into Reelfoot River, which
enters the lake on its eastern shoro.
The channelg of these streams are
still traceable through the waters of
the lake, Bayou De Cheln is thonght
to be 12 or 165 miles In the lake.

There are many logs, Lrees and
stumps In the lake, dead cypress
mainly.  The lake is subject to Mls-
stasippl river overflows,

The lake extends along the cntire
cagtern boundary  line  of Lake
county, the eastern banks, according
to the government maps, forming the
Lake mud Obion county lines, though
other maps place the great body of

water partly an both counties. It ox-
tends north and south from  the
Dyer county line up and inlo  the
Kentueky line,

While it seems indisputable that
the lake was formed by the earth-

quake of 1811, the authorities vary
In some minor detalls as to the pho-
nomena, Dr. J. M, Safford, in his
“Goology of Tennessee,” savs: “This
lake had no exlstenco previous to the
‘shakes' ot 1811-12.  Its ovigin ap-
pears to have been due to the filling
np of the old channel of Reclfoot
Creek during the convulsions of that
period,

“This dammed up the water ihat
before ran without obstruction into
the Missiasippi, until it overflowed a
lorge aren, and formed the Ilanke as
we now And it. The waste water of
the lake now eseapes southward into
Obion river, with a fall of at least 40
feet,  In lts course It passes through

several smaller lakes.
.

The northern
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end of the lake projects a short dist-
ance into Kentucky. 1ts length s
about 18 miles. Its width varles
from three-fourths of a mile to three
miles.

“T'he violent earthquake that de-
stroyed In March, 1812, the city of
Caraceas, in South Amerleca, appears
to have had some connection with the
shocks felt at the samp time in the
valley of the Mississippf.”

Judge Joseph Gulld gives a char-
acteristic account of the earthquakes
of 1811-12 In his “Old Times in Ten-

nessee,”” now out of print. In this
interesting volume he says:
“The carthquakes of 1811 com-

menced on the 16th of December, at
half-past two o'clock in the morning,
and were felt at intervals up to 1819,
and as late ag July, 1822, For two
or three months the shocks were fre-
quent, almost every day. Then they
gradually decreased In frequency
and took place at longer intervals,
which continued to lengthen wuntil
they finally ceased,

“The water in the Mlssissippi near

New Madrid rose In a few minutes
12 or 14 feet, and then fell like a
tide. Some lakes were elevated, as

the bottom raised above the common
surface of the earth in the neigh-
borhood, and still remain so. The
country near New Madrid was every-
where broken up in furrows six or
elght feet wide and as many deep.”

An historian gives what purports
to be the evidence of an eye-witness
to the formation of the lake as fol-
lows:

“Col. Walker, of Missouri, who, In
company with an Indian, came over
the Misslssippi river into Tennessee
for the purpose of hunting on what
was then called Reelfoot Creek, in
December, 1811, stated that while
there hunting the earth began to
shake.

“Becoming much alarmed he and
the Indian started to return, and
upon reaching the place on Reelfoot
Creek where they had left their ca-
noe, they found that the earth had
sunlk, and that the waters from the
Mississippi had rushed in and form-
ed a great lake, which they after-
ward found to be 25 or 30 miles in
length, and from one to ten miles in
width,”

CASTORIA

For Infants and Children.
The Kind You Have Always Bought

Bears the ; :; g

Bignature of 2
We are Dead, Says Chafin,

Chicago, Nov. 4.—BEugene W. Cha-
fin, Presidential candidate of the Pro-
hibition party, after scanning the
election returns, made a statement,
concluding as follows:

“The Democratic Bryan party is
dead. The fight from now on will be
belween the Prohibition party and
the whiskey (Republican) party and
we will eleet a Prohlbition President
in 1912."

FOUR GIRLS

Restored to Health by Lydia E,
Pinkham’s Vegetable Compound.
Read What They Say.

Miss Lillian Roas, 530
Enst 84th Street, New
York, writes: " Lydia
E. Pinkham's Vegeta-
ble Compound over-
came irregularitios, po-
riodle suffering, and
nervous  headaches,
after overythinF olse
had falled to help me,
and T feel it a duty to
let othera know of it.”

KatharineCraig, 2355
Lafayotte St., Denver,
Col., writea: *“Thanks
to Lydin E. Pinkham's
i Vegetable Compound 1
amwell, aftersuffering
for micnths from ner-
vous prostration.'

Miss Marie Stoltz-
man, of Laurel, Ia.,
writes: "' I'was Ina run-
downconditionandsuf-
ferod fromsuppression,
indigestion, and poor
clrculation.  Liydia B,
Pinkham’s Vegotable
Compound made me
waoll and etrong."

Misa Ellen M. Olson,
4 of 117 N. Enst St., Ke-
B wancen, [, says: ** Ly-

ddin K. Pinkham'sVege-
table Compound cured
mo of buckache, side
acho, and eatablished
o e my periods, after the
M best local doctors had

. failed to help me."

FACTS FOR SICK WOMEN.

For thirty years Lydian E. Pink-
ham'’s Vegetable Compound, made
from roots and herbs, has been the
standard remedy for female ills
and lias positively cured thousandsof
women who have been troubled with
displacements, inflammation, ulcera-
tion, fibroid tumors, irregularities,
periodic paing, backache, that bear-
ing-down feeling, flatulency,indiges-
tion,dizziness,ornervous prostration,
Why don’t you try it ?

Mrs. Pinkham invites all sick
women to write her for advice,
She has ﬁuitlccl thousands to
health. Address, Lynn, Mass,

1 s
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BRYAN CONGRATULATES TAFT.

The Defeated Candidate Bends Tele-
gram to Successful One.

Lincoln, Neb., Nov, 5.—Mr. Bryan
this morning sent the following mes-
BAge: .

“Hon. Wm. H. Taft, Cincinnati, O,:
Please accept my congratulations and
best wishes for the success of your
administration, W. J, Bryan.”

! Mr. Taft in Reply.

Cincinnati, Ohlo, Nov. 5.—Mr. Taft
sent the following reply to Mr., Bry-
an’'s message:

‘1 thank you sincerely for your
cordial and courteous telegram of
congratulation. Wm. H. Taft.”

Raw Lungs.

When the lungs are sore and in-
flamed, the germs of pneumonia and
consumption find lodgement and mul-
tiply. Foley's Honey and Tar kills
the cough germs, cures the most oh-
stinate racking cough, heals the
lungs and prevents serious results.
The genulne is In the yellow package.
J. W. Bell, Walhalla; Stonecypher
Pharmacy, Westminster,

Help for Aged Ministers.

We are requested by Miss Shelar,
State Leader of the International
Sunshine Soclety, to announce that
one of her sunshiners, Mrs., H. D.
Wells, Leed’s, 8, C., wife of Rev. E,
D.Wellg, of the Baptist church, palnts
lovely post cards and sells them to
help the aged minlsiers’ fund of her
church. You send $1 to Mrs,
sell the cards she sends, relurn her
fifty cents and give the rest to aged
ministers’ fund. Mrs. Wellg helps
“shut-ins" in the same way.

Charles Joseph Magness, a musl-
cian of the navy, aged 20 yvears, who
recently married Miss Ada Gorman,
aged 40 years, daughter of the late
Senator Gorman, of Maryalnd, is un-
der arrest at the Philadelphia Navy
Yard on a charge of desertion. Mag-
ness will probably be sentenced to
three years in the naval prison at
Charlestown, Mass,

Wells,

The Kind
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and Flatulency.
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SOME
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in solids and plaids.

Qutings, be. up.

Clothing,

and styles.
Big Stock of Men’s and

lowest price.

newest lasts and toes,

for winter.

Big stock of underwear

and Ribbons at lowest

e

We are also agents for

we have to offer you.

ton Secd.

Dress Goods,

Big lot of mill ends in Dress Suitings and Broadcloths

Underwear,

Dress Goods.

Serges, Henriettas and Brilliantines, worth $1, $1.25
and $1.50 per yard, to close out at 75c. at 86¢.

One lot of All-Wool, 54 inch wide, worth 65¢. and 75¢.,
to close at 50c. ; also big value in 15¢. and 20c. goods.

Calicos—Dblue, red and black—at 5e. ; best grade 6e.

Clothing.

Our Clothing Stock is brand new and the best values
Do not fail to see what we have to offer
you before you get your Fall and Winter Suit.

Boys’ Overcoats and Rain-

coats and Ladies’ and Children’s Cloaks and Jackets at

Shoes, Shoes.

Men’s Fine Shoes in Patent Leathers, Tans, Gun
Metals and Calfs, heayy weights for winter.
Ladies’ Fine Shoes in Patents ‘and Tans on all the

Children’s Shres in fine quality antl heavy weights

Underwear.

in wool or cotton. Can fit

everybody in quality and price.
Trunks, Valices, Suit Cases, Embroideries

price.

A full and complete stock of Doors, Sash, Blinds,
Lime, Cement, Stoves, Hardware, Bagging and Ties.
: vine celebrated Mitchell Wagons,
Oliver Chilled Plows, Columbia Buggies and Carriages.

Do not fail to come and get our prices and see what

We pay the highest market price for Cotton and Cot-

Yours for business,

W. P. NIMMONS,
SENECA, S. C.

P. 8.: NOTICE.—Witl

lated Sugar for $1.25.

BuOETRinie ety §

each and every bill of Dry

Goods, Clothing and Shoes, amounting to $10, we will
sell you a 25-pound sack of New York Standard Granu-

‘ sonal supervision since its !

} Allow no one to deceive you in this.

All Qounterfeits, Imitations and ¢ Just-as-good’’ are bug
Experiments that trifle with and endanger the health of
Infants and Children—Experience against Experiments

What is CASTORIE

Qastoria is &« harmless substitute for Tastor Oil, Pard
gorle, Drops and Soothing Syrups. It is Plezsant. It
oontains neither Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotio
substance. Its age is its guarantee. It destroys Worms
and allays Feverishness., It cures Diarrhoea and Wind
Qolic. It relieves Teething Troubles, cares Constipation
It assimilates the Food, regulates the
Stomach and Bowels, giving healthy and natural sleep.
The Children’s Panacea—The Mother’s Friend.

Cenuine CASTORIA ALways

#s Bears the Signature of

ou Have Alwan Bought, and which has been
use for over 30 years, has borne the signatnre ef
' = and has been made under his per-

M' (]
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The Kind You Have Always Bought

In Use For Over 30 Years.

THE CENTAUR COMPANY, 77 MURARAY BTAEET, NEW YORK OITY.

PROFESSIONAL  GARL.

W. J. CARTER, M. D,
Dentist.

Office two doors above the Bank, im
Carter's Pharmacy,

WESTMINSTER, S. C.

DR. W. F, AUSTIN,
Dentlst,
Seneca, South Carolina.

Office over J. W. Byrd & Co.

DPR.D. P. THOMSON,
Dentist,
Walhalla, South Carolina.

Office over C. W. Pitchford Co's Store
Phone No. 86.

DR.J.H.BURGESS,
Dentist,
Seneca, South Caroiira.

Office over Witsell Bro.’s Store,
Clinkscales-Harper Building.
Office Hours:—9 A. M. to 1 P, M.
2P . M to6 P, M.
DR. H. C. SMATHERS,
DENTIST,

(Located over Westminster Bank
Buildirg.)

Office Hours: 9 a. m. to 12 m.; 1
p. m. to 6 p. m. 11-4-8-3m

E.L.HERNDON,
Attorney-at-Law,
Walhalla, South Carolina.
PHONE No. 61,

J. P, Carey, J. W, Shelor,
Pickens, 8. C. Walhalla, 8, C.
W. C. Hughs, Walhalla.
CAREY, SHELOR & UGS,
Attorneye and Counsellors,
Walhalla, 8. O.

Practice in State and Federal Courts.

R. T. JAYNES,

Attorney-at-Law,
Walhalla, Sonth Carolina.

Practice in State and Federal Courts.
Bell Phone No. 20.

KILL v« COUCH
a0 CURE vvE LUNGCS
w O, King’s
New Discovery|
| FOR CQUSHS | wott
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AND ALL THROAT AND LUNG TROUBLES,

Tragedy in Georgia,

Danielsville, Ga., Nov. h.—Charles
Griffith,a well known Madison county
citlzen, lles cold in death, and his
brother-in-law, Clifford Graham, lan-
guishes behind the bars of the county
prison as a result of a bitter quarrel
over a business affair. In anger, It
Iy sald, Griffith advanced upon Gra-
ham with a drawn weapon, when the
latter fired one shot in self-defense,
Griflith dropped dead and Graham
surrendered to Lthe sherlff,

— — —

Winter blasts, causing pneumonia,
pleurisy and consumption will soon
be here. Cure your cough now, and
atrengthen you: lungs with Yoley's
Honey and Tar. Do not risk starting
the winter with weak lungs, when Fo-
ley's Honey and Tar will cure the
most obstinate coughs and colds, and
prevent serious results.

l(.:. R. Houchins,

FOR 7Ti'I8 COMMUNITY, COME

ON AND GET YOUR THAMS.

HAULING TEAMS,

SINGLE AND DOUBLE BUGQY

TEAMS AND SADDLE HORSES,
ALWAYS ON HAND.

Prompt and pollte service at rea-
sonablo pYlces. Teams sent eut at
any hour, day or night., ’'Phone 1%
or 11 for quick teams,

HOUCHINS & KING,
Walhalla, 8, C.

Louls A, King.

WE ARE DETERMINED TO DO THE

LIVERY BUSINESS

e



