[}

1

“ 2o thine own self be truey, and {t mast Solluw,

— -

BY ROB'T. A. THOMPSON & (0.

PICKENS COURT ITOUSE,

had fought for it; while they had all been | IFor,

. O,

SAYURDAY, JUNE 15, 1867,

adans

o

e ety g

VOL. Howun®Q, 38

}
ity

ORI R,

The Mountain Pine,
BY MISS JULIA PLEASANTS,
Let others ging ol the myvile-tree,
And the oak so proud and tall;
But the mywle fades, anid the onken shides,
Disnppenr when tho snow:storms fall,
They mny also tell of the aspen bongh,
Where the silvery dancers shine,
Bt for me, T ving my shell and sing
OrF the lordly mountain pine.

Oh! the broad enlalpn's crest is fuir,
With ity blossoms clustering white,

Like the sturlight free, on o dvep green son,
When the moow hath fled the night ;

And the locust looks like a pale young beide ;
When the April sunbeams shine ;

But n prowlder thing iy the forest king—
I3 the lovdly mountuin pine.

T hve heard them boast of the Sawthern const,
Where (hedavk nevgnoling gleam ;
OF the orangs blovms in the deep green glonies,
Andithe padins bes de the stream.
But myselt | sigh fov o Novthern sky,
Where the glueinl elowlds veeline :
For a toweving hill and rusbine ¢ill
Amd the Tordly monntain pine,
For 1 find a home, it I chanee to ronm
Where the winding mountaing boe,
And 1 sve n feiend i the blue skies benid
O'er that fadeless mountain tree.
Thon 1 love the blast, as it whistles vast,
¥ith n melody divine,
When ity pale whito wings sweep the strange
hnrp stvings
Of the lordly nountain pine.

POLITICA T,

8peech of Horaca Greeley on Reconstrustion,
AT RICHMOND, Vi, MAY b IRGY,

A very lavge assemblage of pevsons of di-
verse views and hues having been convenwl
on bricf notice at the spacions Afvican chureh,
Mr. Greeloy addressed them as fullows

‘ ardent champions of the prineiples upon which
[ it was founded, and of the system ot huwman
- bondage with which it was identifiod.

It was
I thae net of me

n who were heart and soul with

in its fundamental nspirntions.
1
{ that its Chief had been stricken down in the
{ hour of gencral exultation, his first nssistant
in the Government even ‘more foully stubbed
[:md mangled on a bed of sickness nnd pain,
Pand that eo.ordindte offarts had heon made to
\duﬁtrny the lives of other heads of the (lov.
erumont, aery of wild and passionate griet
and wrath nrose from the whole people.  Those
who had been plending for magnanimity and
merey to the congnered—who had been np-
pealing to not. unwilling cars in the fow days
intervening between the elose of the war and
the veenrrence of that terrible calamity—were
silenged in n moment by this appalling erime
committed upon the person of our wreat e
goord President.  'I'he Nation could not toirly
consider, amid its blind rawe and grief, that
this assassination was the work of o fo -, an-
authorized by and unknown to the LIenL mnsy
of thosc sainst whom their fury was directed.
[t was an unspeakable ealamity—a culamity
to the Southern quite s mueh as to the Novth-
vrn parl of the eonntry,

The Military Trials which followed that
event—which, I mizht say, completed the
tragedy —were pratilieations of the popular
writh which rather tended to stimulate than
to appease it.

I time,

what the popalar heart felt and desired at the
For my part, 1 was opposed to them ;
and T trust that all Amerionns have, hy this
time, leavned to regret that the veculoy and
ordinary tribunals of the country had vot heen
allowed to deal with these eviminals as they
deal with others.  [Applause.]

Before the popular frenzy hind had time to
subside, there assombled, under the military
order of the President of the United States,
Conventions or Legislatures in the several
Southern States, representing only, or mainly,
those who had been defeated in our groat

strwede. 1 sy the SBouthern Conventions or
Legislatures  whieh  then  mat represented

tmainly those pevsons; and the fivst aspeot

Fraexns aAxo Fennow-Crrizess: | di.l[

not undevstand that my invitation to spenk
here tosnight, hasty and informal s it was,
wus th &G Oh uny party or see

e :; EQ?‘-W
~f people,

[P — [ wnderstood that n fow
oitizehs of diflerent views—perhinps 1 should
rather sy, of differing antecedents—wished
to hoar me on the prasentaspeet of our publie
nffuivs, and 1 cousented to address theny—
Ience, L shall not regard myselt as spenking
here to-night sor a party nov to a party.  [Ap-
plause. ] 1 shall speak as a eitizen of New
York tu citizens of Virginia, on topics which
coucern our common interest, owr common

Py

country ; und, while [ shall spak with entive !

frankucss, T trust you will vealize that | speak
in a spivit of kinduess to all, wnd with defor-
cnee to the feelings of all.  {Applause. ]

SORIALL T E SWORD DEVOUR FolEVER ?"
So usked of old u llebrew prophet, standing
smid the ruing of his desolated conntry.  So
I, un Ameridun citizen, stunding nmid some
of the ruing of our grent civil war, eneiveled
by a hundred thovsind graves of wen who fell
ol this side and on that, in obedienee ta what
they thought, the dictates of duty and of pa-
triotism, shall speak in the spivit ot that proph.
et, asking you whether the time has not lylly
ocome when all the differences, all the heart-
burnings, all the feuds aud the hatreds which
neeessarily grew up 1. the midst of one preat
atrugele, fhould heabandoned forever ? [Ap.
plause.] There have been rivers of o
atied ; tiere have been mountains of d;-.lft. piled
up; and on every side sacringes, Sl_lllcl'lll;:ﬂ‘
and logses, attest the carnestness nna the si-
cerity with which our people fought out vi.js
grent contest to its lionl conclusion,

The wise king said, * There is a time for
war and &t timo for. peace.” 1 trust that the
time for war has wholly pussed—that the tine
for posce has fully come,  What obstacles
have for the lust two years impeded, what ob-
atucles still impede, the full rvealizition of
peace to this country 7 There mny be what is
eulled penee, which is only a mockery of peaco,
when people of di Yerent sections and of diffur-
ent parties. in o great struggle still luok (lis-
trastfully, hatefully, as it were upon each oth-
er, and are unwilling to meot and o ex shango
civilities. T'here may be an caforecd yuiat,
an uvoidanco of positiva hostilities, and yet
no peage, no real peaca.  What ix it, thon,
that hns o long in this country obstructed the
ndvent of 0 real peace ?

Phe war for or ngaiust the Union virtually
ended with the surrender of Gen. Lee's army,
more thun two years ngo.  Both parties folt
thut that surrender was conclusive of the strug.
gle; and, while much had beon idly or boast.
ingly maid of 20 yenrs of guervilla way, aftor
the arnnies should be dispersed, yet, when the
aurrendor wis communieated to differont see-
tions of the Soull, the people everywhore
guid, ¢ T'higis the end of the wir; there is no
ube in strugaling any longer.””  And, necord-
ing to " ordinury ealeulations, ane yenr from
that hour should” have seen o perfect rostorn.
tion of pence. _

Why have we not yot realized that expee-
tnt.ioui i

In the fivst pluce, whon the National party,
if I:may so coll it—the party of the Unjon—
wad iy tho fivst flush of a porfect, undivided
triuoph, an nssassin’s blow struck down the

- (hiiof Magistrate of tho Nation. * I would ba
“thio lagt to arguo, or to insinuato, that that

iy

faots conneoted with it whicl tended to give

¢:agt of the dafeated party in’the na-
‘;:\'pplmluo‘_] Sulll, there were cortain

o ﬁxccodiuﬁly malign aspeot to that genoral
0:‘1'!“!“'3- he nasassin and his fellog: con-
spirators wore violent, vohemont partigafik of
the Southern cause. I beliovp gno of them

presented to the peaple of the North by the
aetion of these Legislitnrves was one of what

L omay mildly term unfriendliness toward the

colored portion of the people of the South,

I am not here to diseuss what absolitely
wag, but what was very apparent at thut time,
The Southern Legislituves et and began ot
once either to cunct or vevive luws digerimina-
ting harshly and unjustly ngniust the eolored
people of the South, us if the vbject had been
tn punish them for theiv sympathy with the
Union in the strogele that hind just elosged.

1 will here merely giunee at the substauce
of these laws. Yo ure familine with them ;
For some of them werve passed in your own
State. Thoere, for instanee, are the laws in
relation to - Maveiages, to eontracts for Labor,
to Arms-bearing, and to aiving testimony in
Courts, which, it they ever lind been necessa-
ry or wise, had utterly ceased to be applicable
after the overthrow of Slavery, and the insti-
tations hased upon it. 1 will not detain you
by ony comments upon these laws, but will
content myself by bringing your attention to
two ot them, which have been revised in‘fmost
of these States.

I here ave, first, the laws forbidding the
Blnek peopleof the South to beavarns,  Now,
so long sy Slavery existed here and in the
other States of the South, it was perfectly
reasonnble and proper, so far s anything
growing out of Slavery was proper, that Blacks
should be forbidden to have arms in their
hands.  You may find fanlt with Rlavory, bat
you cannot find tault—Slavery being adwit.
ted s a fuct—with slaveholding legislatures

for forhidding the colored people to hold and
hear army. It was not deemed compatible
wiui: mblie safety that Blacks should be ql-
lowed to keep nud use avins dike White per-
song.  But, the moment Slavery had passed
away, all possible pretexts for disarming South-
ern Blacks pussed uway with it Our Federal
Constitntion wives the right to the veople ev-
erywhere to keep and bear arms j aud avery
law wherehy uny State Legislature nuderiakes
to contravene this, being in confliet with the
Constitution of the United States, liad no
longer any legal furce.  And, when it was
seen that Contederate soldiers in their uni-
forms of gray went around to BBlack men's
houses aud took away arms which they had
carned by fighting for the Union, and which
haa heen assizned to.them for henorable ser-
viee, whit ¢ould this lovk like but a revival
of the Reburiion ¢

T'hen, as to this matter of Testimony : 1
belicve that sound culightened jurvists, che
world over, ave ugreed that it is the trpe rule
of judicial procedure to admit all testimony,
and allow the Court and jury to decide as to
its value.  T'his is tho just rulo with regard
to children of tender years, to peragns of evil
repute, to persons presumeéd to be halt-witiad,
&o. Lt witnesses of nll sorts and characisrs
come forward and testify, and an  clightened
judgo, an intolligent jury, will have no_ difii-
eilty in determining the value of the evidenee.
We in New York have admitted the testimo-
uy cven of a wife for her husband vithout
detrimmant, o fur as can be nseertained, to the
oause of justico. ‘I'here should be no exelu-
sion fram a privilege so palpubly just and fair
08 this, especinlly swhen a diserotion nlwnys
remaing with the Court and Jury before whom
the testimony is given, to regard it favorably
otherwise.  Whon logislatures eamc togother
in this Stato and others and procceded to on-
sot or revive laws to cstabligh that a Dlack
_porson may ive testimony in controversics
E‘otwoon' two Blacks, or possibly between o
Blaok.and, Whito, yet not. in n suip _botwden
‘two \Whites, the comwion sebse of tlie doyn-
try wal insulted and its foolings outdaged by
this odious and plainly arbitrary restriction,

-

)

They were the expressions of |

{ qualified to give testimony in w controve
. { between two Whites, where it
i the Contederacy, not merely in its efforts, but |

I vemnining impediments, (o e

l
|
|

i whieh resulted in the slane

{ might have if one of the
As the news was flushed accoss the country

when you say a Black is fit to give testi-
mony in a case between a Black und & White
man, you must realize that he is ut least as well
rsy
is probable he
partinlity ax he
parties were Black,

1 say all these luws, invidious, unnceessary,
and degrading ng  they were, looked to the

would have no sueh bins or

people of the North like a revival of the Ite~

bellion in n move insidic
less manlySispeet than i
of Ivedeviokrshure wnd in the valley of the
Chickamaunga, Tt looked to s at the North
us it mep who had lieen beaten in fuir, stand
up fight ehose to revive the contest in such n
manner thut they could annoy and irvitate us
without expesing themselves to the perils of
battle or the penalties of trenson, | sny that
this legislation, whieh provailed more or loss

ws and a good deul
L wore on the heights

throughout the States of the South, was ong |

of the ehief obstacles, and is o

of the still
arly and gen-
n.

to the deplora.

uine reconstruction of the Unio

I need not more than allude
ble outrages ot Memphis and Now Ovrlenns,
which seemed to indicate the animus to this
coarse of oppressive class legislation,  You
may not probably Jnow to low great an ex-
Leat the publie feeling and the ofeetions of the
North in the yenr ISGG were allcoted by what
we eall the New  Ovleans Massacro, 1 don’t
eare to argue or assume that those who were
the vietims of these outrares wore entirvely
vicght, nov that their adversarics or slaughter-
ers were wholly wrong, It waen Facl that the
eoloved peaple of Louisiann wore trying to ot
the Right off Suffvage, and by means which
their friends thonght legitimate.  The other
puty, however, thonghs otherwise ; and, in-
stend of veferring the matier to the Cieneral
in command, or tosome’ peaceful tribunal, the
resssembling of the old  Constitictional Con.
vention was made the pretext for an attack

hiter of some seores
of American eitizens, and in o vory stern, sad
revulsion of public sentiment totlie prejudice
of those of you who hadt beenin avins neainst
the Union, ~ These outiages, this unwise and
imvidions legislation, fixed in the minds, T
will not sny of a majority of the weople of the
Norvth, but in the winds of a very@hrge pro-
portion of the wise, intelligent, nnd conseicn-
tious people of the North, a canviction which
L think will ot easily be shaken, thyt ihere
enn be no renl pesce in the Unibn, thut there

enn bo no reconstruction, without, the
adwmiission on the partof the Soutlcrn

and the securing on the part of the n.
the vight of all men to be governed by ecqual
lnws, E.-\ppluuae.] I will not say that we
who 80 Told constitute n great majority of the
Northern people ; but T will say that we are

ation, of

very many wove than we were prior to the nn |
ti-negro ennctments of Mr. Johnson's |ﬂi-"i5‘|

lntures in the Southern States, angd before the
outrages of 186G at Memphiz and nt Few Or-,
leans. T think that, before hese eollisions
were reported to the North, the conviction was
fixed in a great many minds, us it wow is in a
wreut many morve, that o reconstraction would
be real and enduring which did not inelude
guarantics for the rights of the eafored people
of the South ; and when 1 sny rights, I mean
their equal fights with goy asd ol ether pur-
sons. [ Applinse by the neevovs. [ 6 is a
very common remark, and n very true one,
that the North is in honor bownd to guaran-
tee the libertics of the Black people of this
conntry, because of theiv condued during our
great wae, T hove no doubt that this is true ;
yet I deem it but hnlf the trath. T hold the
Soutl' eézmlly bound to secure the same result,
beenuse of e’ comdaet of the Blueks toward
the Whites of the Soath iw thut same eivil
war,

I fully admit the obiigmtions of the North
(or the Nation) to the' Blucks: Some way
exaggernte their services, others unduly de-
prectate them ;5 but there was the general faet,
that, whercas, in the beginning of the war,
when nothine was said about ISmaneipation,
the Blucks of the Sonth shouted with their
masters without knowing much about the
cruse of the war, yet, as the struggle proceed-
ed and beeame more deadly, and the North
found itselt obliged to proclaum Bmancipation
as 0 means of putting down the resistanee at
he'South, the sympathies of the colored peo-
pls uf the South, howcver silently expressed,
beeame trom that hour more and more deoi-
ded and unanimous on the side of the Union,
They did not at first comprehend the contost ;
und yot thousands, from wmere instinet, from
what they heard at Southern barbeeues nnd
in theiv masters’ howres, loarned that the war
on the part of the South was a war for Slave-
ry ; and they naturally argued that the war
on the part of the North either was or st
become n war for Freedom. [Ay lause.]—
Now, then, T say that, while the North is un-
der obligations to these people for thonsands
of nots of kindness towanrd our soldiers, who
ware somebimes seattered as fugitives in a loy-
tile territory, and for acts of positive’ aid on
the battle-fiold und in tho ciinp, the South
also owes a debt of gratitude to these' penple
for their general fidelity and govd-will, as well
as good sense, displayed in resisting every
temptation to take advantage of theiv masters'
extromity to nchieve at any cost their own
liberties, 1 believe Southern men will do the
Blucks of tha South the justice to say that
very often whole neighborhoods were nlimost
atripped of White men of any considerably
foree, and lay wholly at tho meroy of those
{I'x’hito men’s slaves. These knew what the
contest meant ; they know that thoy might,
if they choso to do g0, commit massacre, and,
having desolated their mastors’ housoholds,
they wight fly to the Yankees, by whom thoy
_rens,olmlﬁy hoped to be protected.  But I do
not know, out of the ten thousand instanoes
whero. these tomptations wora prosented, that
thote were ayen five engea i all whoro~ they
wdmognqt resiated.  Wou hoard it eald that Mr.
Linco

+
-

{:ﬁp rty .
Stntes,

fa's proclamation was intonded to put

‘ t;liu knife to the
i Whites—that it

throats of all the Southern
. was a genernl proclamation of
|lbal'ty to kill, and burn, and ravigre, thrml;:ll-
‘out the South  In that light, it was held up
todgeneral reprobution, 1 ask you all to bear
| witness, that this prediction was nowhere jus-
:tlt:‘\'!!l by the event. The voloved people of
! thaSouth wha were atill held as sluves, uni-
i fopmly felt their affection for theiv maaters und
Pt familics was such, that they would be
M ".'Q?pnd outlaws, murderers and eriminuly of
I?:‘ copast dye, if they should take advan-
g0 of their musters’ absence in the war to
| abzse their familics. The Southern W hites
otpht to feel, and T trust that many of them
[ doifeel, gratitude toward the colored people for
theie general deportient throughout the war,
I'I'he Blacks often ran nway to the lnion ar.
mivs and enlisted there; but they took ny w..-
[ due advantage of the apportunities offered by

[ their masters’ absence. l'.-\pplnn.v.c,]
[ Tellow-citlzens, there have been many in-
[atanees wherein man held in S avery have
| beon instuntly or gradually, by one menns or
[ unother, emancipated, but I dun't remember
[ atly instanee where a fettered Face wis libora-
| ted from Slavery, and yot kept for goneintions
{ ib nservile, abject. degended condition I'ore
i8 the great slavoholding Empive of Brazil—
ahways slaveholding sinee it had any  conse-
quence at all—wherein mon who are slives
‘tn-d:l_y may be free to morrow, and theneetorth
oligiblo to any trust, sny ollice, huine vaoters
nnd eitizens, precisely us thonel born free and
White.  Such was the conrse prrsued by
I'-G__rn:nt Britain in respeet to the slaves emanci-
. {mtcd in her Colonies.  Slav .y is oune thing,
[ Freedom another.  But there is an intermo-
diate condition, which is neither Slavery or
‘Biiberty, that incites all the energy and aspi-
rution of freemen, and yet involves more than
half the disabilitics of the slave. Sueh a
condition as that, 1 believe, was neyver long
| waintained or endured in any civilized coun-
[try.  And yet, thut seems ty be the condition
whieh the dominant race in the South des.
jtined the Blacks to occupy by the legislation
[ of 1865-66-—a condition which is neither
i'f.ﬂ'lu\'ory nor Ireedom, and one which men
pavtly edueated, and who felt themselves to a
gertain extent emaneipated, would find utterly
uubearable.
Let me here meot nn objoction which is
sometimes offered.  Some men sny ¢ 'The
Jplack pecple of the South are, to a great ox-
nt, ignorant 'ﬁ"d degradad : how then ean

t

i8N fusist that they ave qualified to enjay all
18 privileges of witiaon 22 T any if you

make ignorance a uniform ground of exelusion
from political power, [ ean comprehend the
Justice of’ your rule, your objection. But, so
| lone as ivnorance or degradation is no bar to
citizenship ns to White men, [ protest neninst
making it a bar to suffeage on the part of Black
men, who have excuses for ignorance which
White men have nat. [Appluuse.]

But then, there are peeuliar reasons why
this vace among us shonld have its libertics
secured by the most stringent, firmest fuar-
antees,  They ave and must remain, to some
extent, n sepnynte and peeuliar people in the
land.  They will be exposed at every step to
perils and antipathies which other men are
not, not only beeause of their eolor, hut be-
enuse ol theiv weakness as well,  Ior they
are not anly a minority of our peaple, but
their numerdial importance is steadly  deelin-
[ing.  Whenour fiest Federal eensus was ta-
ken, in 1700, they were nearly a fifth of our
antire populatlon ; when our last eensus was
tuken, iu 1860, they were but an cighth ; and
the child is now born who will see them no
more than a twentieth. 1 do not believe that
they will prove unable to hold their eround
among us as freemoen, nov that they will prove
fess prolific in freedom than in hondnwe.  But
there i no Afviean immigeation ty this eonn-
try, and never has been any voluntary inmi-
gration of newrous to any region owtside of the
tropies.  I'hey may be drageed into the tem-
perate zone in foltevs, ag they have heen; bat
in freedom their tendeney is wholly the other
way.  And, on the othier liaud, the waves of
o great and steadily ewelling Buropean immi-
gration are eonstantly breakine on our shores,
depositing here some’ 259,000 pevson per an-
num, mainly in the prime of youthfal vigor,
By thiy giwantic influx, the churacter of owr
population is buing comstantly modified, so
thut the Blacks, now a majority in (wo or three
States, will soon bo a minority in each, and an
inconsiderable, powerless fraction of our whole
pleup!v. The present, thervefore, is the nccep
ted time to seenre theéir rights, when ‘there is
a publie iuterest teit in them, and wheu there
are obligations of honor incombent upon the
whola eountry which it enunot woll disrogard.
i Theiv eqnal rights s eitizens nve to b seeured
L now or notat all. T insist, then. in the name
‘ of Justice and [lumanity, in the name of our

country and ol every righteons interest and see-
tion ol that country, that the rights of all the
Ameviean peoplo—native or natuvalized in the
vinte Constitutions fivst, and in the Federal
Coustitution so soon as possiblo—that we malre
it a fundame:t.) condition Amevienn law
; and poligy that every citizen shall ave in l!m
['eye of the faw, every rightof every ather cit.
izon [ Applanse.] ” I Would make the cgnal
tights ol the colored people of the country,
under the laws and the ¢onstitutions thereof,
the cornerstone of a true benelicont recon-
strigtion.  [Applanse.] [ wish to be done
‘with the topie at omee and forover. 1 wish to
havo it disposed of and out of the way, Ao
that we onn go on to other topies and other
intarests that demand our attention. 1 long
to way that wo have scttled forever the ques-
tion of Black mon’s rights by imbedding them
in the Counstitutions of tho Btates and tho Na-
tion, so that they cannot bo disturbed ever-
moro, I this had been promptly and heart-
ily done, two years ago, = en the Johnsen
Logislutures of tho South ...st assomblod—ov-
ory Stato of the South would have beenin the
Union exe this, and overy apprehonsion of
penultics to be inflicted: on the people of the

-

[}
whi

South would hive been Bunighed forever,

But it is suid that there are Republican
States, or States under Itcpublican rulers,
whieh have not granted to'the Blacks theiv tull
rights. That is disgracefudly trae, Phe'groat
mass of the Republicans have always insisted
that Black enfranchivement was a necessity,
nnd have uniformly insisted that it ghowld be
effected,  We have buen resisted, and: to some
extent overborng, by & mere shred of our par-
ty combining with the Domoerats to defeat
tus.  Still, public sentiment has steadily im-
proved, tutil nearly every Republican in the
North, with many whoe have acted with the
| Pemovraty, new heartily fuvor a National
guaranty of Al Rights to All. [ Applause.]
I there be any who think the Republican
party ought to be dissolved—if there be one
present who desires that it should got out of
the way to grive room for new combinntions—I
any to him, Help us to finish this controvesy
by imbedding in every Constitution (State or
or Nationnl) a provision that every citizen
shall have all the legal rights of every other
citizen, and no more,

may be the next question in order.

(A
plause ]

choose to call it, to the reconcilintion of the
Southern people to the Union. It is asked,

to be reeonciled ton Glovernmant which de-
nies us the right to vote or'to hold offies un-
der it?” A very fuir question.  In my judgz.
ment, there is no reason why any man who,
to-day, is a thoroughly loyal and faithf\d citi-
zen of the United States, should Le restrained
from voting, ‘I'his, however, is n matter which
rests entirely with Congress ; and what Pofler
are my own private views. It is just and
wise to disfranchise men who ave still disloyal,

tain the mastery of this country.  I'deny
those whoare implucably hostile to the Na- |
tional authority —who are wandering off to

Brazil, to Mexico, &e.— have any natural right

to a voice in the government of the country.

And thut there is a class in the South wio
merely submit or acquiesce—rwho arc recon-
ciled only so far that they=don't choose to put
themselves in the way of punishinent—there
cun be very little doubt. I hope the number
of this class is comparatively smull now, and:
that it iy daily diminishiog. May I not'liope’
that ilie doings in this city this week' Have’

contributed' someivhat to diminish' ity ntiint
bers 7 "I GOveriuon veh o wl dinn i hi 44 4 pan

dissatisfied men have no'control in the cotht
try. The people should deny to any man'who
would divide the country, or refuses th' Uy’
reconciled to it, n share in’its governiment;: I
accept the proseription embodied in the Myt
tary Leeonstruction act of Coniress only s a
precaution agninst present disloyalty ; andI*
believe the nation will insist on sach proserip-
tion beiniz removed so soon as reasonable and
proper assursnees are given Caat disloyalty has
ceased to be powerful and dangerous in the
Southern Statey. Mg

Then as to the question’ of Coenfiscabibn,
what is to be said 7 What is the truth’about
Confiseation T have been told, sinee | came
here, that the colored people of this city and
the State were refusing to buy for themselves
homes, heeanse they were imbued with'the
belief that Congress would very sonnwcobfistaty
and distribute the lands of the Rebels of this
State, and give each-of them a share. If
this be so, 1 beg you to believe that you are
wore likely to carn a home than get one by
any form of confiseation. I have'no right to
speak for Congress, and cannot say what it
will do; but I have a riglit to say what Con.
wresy has done.  Now we have had, since the
war closed, two years of violent political con-
tost.  Acts huve been done and fecling evineed
in the South within those yemrs which were
strongly caleulated to irrvitate the overwhel-
ming mnjority in Congress:: Then there has
been at the head—perhaps’ [ sho=ld say the
head and foot—of the movement for confisca-
tion, the very ablest as' well as the oldest
member of Congress.  ‘Thaddeus Stevens, of
Penngylvania, one of the strongest men who
has been seen in Congress at any - time, and
who' lin= aeliteved: groat influence nt the North
by fovty years of uncompromising warfare
against every speeies of human hondoge:  He
hus been the recognized leader of she Flouse
for the lust six or eight yeas: Mr. Stovens
Las made speeches for eonfiseation, first, to
his constituentr; pext, in Crhgress; ond he
has lately written a letter condemming those
men who nre * peddling out amnesty,” and
insisting upon conlisention,  But if any other
member of Congress hag gravely proposed atty
measuve of conliseation at all, I don’t remem-

of it
which propbsed to tal:e away the property of
persons merely because shey have heen Reb.
ols, ond give it to others beeause the
loyal.  I'hese ave the fuets in the past.
enn judge of the future as well as 1 wui,
don’ megs' to say that Congress could not be
proyoked to decree confisention by menaces of
violence nnd nets ol outrage at the South, |
don't pretend to kuow what Con
under some conceivable oircumstunces; I state
what it has done and has intimated its pur-
pose to do, so far a8 I con speak from knowl-
edizo and recolleotion.

Liot me speak for myself only as to the gon-
aral polioy of Coufisoation, It hall the va-
caot, waste lands of hie South could be in-
stantly distributed among the landloss, T have
no doubt that the effeet would be bonefipont,
I think that suoh um gllotment of a small farm
to every poor man wowld do good to the many
and ne real harm to tho fow. But, whon yon
comno to tho practical work of Confiseation, it
will be fmm(r a vory tedious process that years
would be requived to consummate.  And,

Let us be done with |
this matter, and then we ean move o to what |

I ¢ome now to Proscription as enother ob- |
stucle, impediment, or whatever you may |

and very cogently, ** How can you expect us |

and who desive that disloyal men should ob: |
thit

1
ber the fact ; and if any Committee of either | clioapest
HHouse hos reported any scheme of cu_nh’scu- | de
tion since the elose of the war, I am'nntaware |
1 sy no bill has been even reported Iyl says th

y were | mow than by

You |

)
|

rgress may do { Wiiite or Blagk, to seeurs
cyour own forthwith, If you ean buy thomp,

I meuntime, what is to become of those who
[ mst live by their daily labor 7 Who is to
fence and cultivate the land ?  What is to
become of the great mass of the poor who'
must live by cultivating the earth 7 \Whoen
we reflect upon the general devastation of thoe
South, by reason of the invrmoil and ravage of
War, and consider how all rdustry would by
{ paralyzed by the prospeet anu *he process of
| confiscation, we shall realize tiat mevitiblo
| evils of Confiscation are too great to justify an
experiment of this character. 1In my judg-
mweut, any geveral confiseation will” produca
| general baukruptcly and desoluting famine, |
Hjudge shat il evils of such conliseation os.
ceed all that have been' experienced by the
couhtry in nll its past convulsions,
i Awgwin' . Yor, Stevens proposcs (o pay live
i hundred million' dollar
ja M mild process’of confiscation.” 1 do not
koo what could be done iu this way; but |
{am very confident that oll the conlisentions
that have ever taken pluce since men iy
cwent towar have not altogether resulted jo
putting $500,000,000 into the public (ron-
ries of nations. I do not speak of those cor, .
fiscations whereby some great Conerory
scized and appropriated the treasures and Jew.
els of nn orieatal king ; 1 speak of the conf
cation of ndividual property in the shape off
lands and houses.  Individuals have
enormously rieh by confiscation—have s
to’ thewselves dukedoms and principalit
but they were the mes who worked thie i .
chinery ; fapplause and luughtr,-r]] the grout
mess devived po benefit, ov very little, frow
their plunder,
Now 22 to providing poor men with lunds
by any such process as this. 1 admit t}-
| premise that the poor should have lunds, |
- have for many years: advocuted the policy of

¥

(¥1
allowing every poor man to help himselt 1«
portion of the public lands upon the casivet
terms. Fhere' nve bundreds of millions o
aeres still belonging to the Republic in (e

South as well ax in'the North and West — iy

Louisiann, Alabama, Mississippi, Arlansas,

us well as in States further North. Thess
lands are publie property, and 160 scres of
thew are offered to actunl settlers on ¢ 1o pay-
ment of ten dollars, which is charged to eover
the exponse of surveys, deods, &e. 1 have
always heen i favor of encouvaging scttle-
ment upon the publie lands, and | am of (s
opinion now that it will be ensier and mueh
wiser for the eoloted nian to acquire a homao
it this form than be vainly awaiting the pos-
stblg'ehance of aequiring one by confiseation.
- fmay sponk: gghfidently of what has oceur..
ged i other lanth; and 1 80y COn v, a,
confiloation’ hag'rarely or never aided tho poor
to'secure homes® #by more than it has filled

treasuries. It Lk bred deadly feuds and per-

petinted class® hatreds.  Many of the lands
confiscated in' Treland two conturics ago by
Cromwell' anf yet the oceasion of strife auil

bitteiigsy; the heirg of the original ewners
believing: themsolves to-day Justly entitled to
those lauds, and thatany nicans of recovering
theth, rebellion inelusive, would bo justifialile,

I believe no nan who is the trae friend of
our golured'people would advisa them to holn
themselves to the lands which had been Wrestis
ed'from their White neighbors by confisc .-
tionh. T will not farther insist upon the fict
that confiseation shrivels and paralyzes tho
industry of the whole commiunity subjeated to
its influence; but in my judoment, it all the
property of the Sovuthern States were taken
by confiseation to-morrow, and put up at nne-
tion, you could not get five hundred milljons
of dollars out of it and into the Treasury,—
{Tow fraud and perjury would flourish, what
maintains of falsehood would be confurad v
by the presence of general confiscation, |
need not gay, Instantly, every ono who ap-
prehended danger to his property would mule
a shain sale or transfer of it to some loyal cous-
in or nephow whom he thinks he can trust, to
be kept up until the proper time for its sifo
restoration ; when he nright find that his trust.
ed relative had concluded to keep it. Mo i¢
has been, s0 it would be.  All manner of do.
ceit, fraud, corruption, and miscellancous ji-
iquity, flourishes in the presence of any at-
tempt at general eonfiseaticn.

I do not =t|lpprovn of appeals to any particu-
lar ¢’ass, and 1 make no claim Lo be n s
friend of the colored people ; but this :
friends and countrymen, sinece T have Lucn
phere I have been more than ever before jum-
pressed with the exceeding cheapness of Vi
ginin lands. 1 believe there are lands sellivg
to-dny near this city at ten C
which will bo worth in a fo
thut price; and T say to-all
luds in Virginia and pay for
ler they are oertain to be de
tutare. I am confident buyi
way of gntting thow,
nt that buying these lends
ossible mo

sy

W years ten |
y If you ean

is the chaapast.
de of seeuring n homestend,
ot the great mistake of Rob 1
wag his failure to realize that he coul
his beef cheaper in the grass market
wrrying the low linds ;
wili repoat that mistake who fu
farm hy purehase to-duy in
hie hopes to obtain one unde
of confiseation.

[ urge you, poot men of Vieginia, whel,
yourselves homes o

ils to seouia o
Virginia boennge’
¥ osome future ot

¢

heve, do so, before the cominginflux of inyf;

%f wot, strike off to the 12

Norih and Weat, and liow out for yourtehye

homes a3 my anocators did in New Il s

shixe, and ns millions have done thran h\%ﬂ

the country.  Become lind ownbrs, all 6f vt f
Mng E [
you a'ue

80 ROOIN 1 ¥ou mny.  Own soinatl
you can enll a home. It will give
8] f-t‘ﬂsr
me by 3

et fetling of indepondenca and'of
and do not wait to obtain a Lo

tion, HA Qplnuso.] i
“Well,” says o Consorvative
[8EE SROOND. VA

dollars per aced
timeg Ly
e

them, by (hgnty* "
arey in the éarlyt
ng lands i the 24
I am confi-»

t!f_tll‘- - "
d obtgin.®

of (Hpsy, -'
apdlio &

ration shall have rendered lands too dc:.'.‘.'.--:f
ublie Lands, South

s iuto the Treasury by -
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