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i ‘Lheyvem;sro*to oppose “their _‘m-
ydicial dpinions to *any . pqpv

over siie State: Wiilst the Judges’

gress could anthorize the trial of &
ccitizen by a military court: The
_framers of this “Constitution did’

B not intend:to leave the legistative
| power dogbtful in this partmular

- %Sec: 28—Clearly and distinet-
Iy empowers and authorizes the

[ Legislature to keep up and main-

taio a standing army in time of
peace! This alarming power is
given, too,- most adroitly, under

}the pretence; that armies being
Fdangérous to hberty ought not to |-

be maintained -ia titne of peace.
3 “without the consent of the Gene-
ral Assembly!” The purpose of
-this section is to enable the Leg-
‘|islature to keep up'a regulur force
[ of five or: ten thousand. negro sol-
hdiegsy to auppm and keep
subjeetion ‘the white race,- after
_the United-States forces ‘are re-
 movedafrom South Carolinal The’
‘t’fm;ahtutmr of the U mted States
@apemaﬂy prohibits -any- State
-’ﬁkee]gmg 4roops or. ships Qf war in
'fmgof,pex? . But this Consti-
-tution declares’ ft may “be .done
With“the consent of ﬂ:e Le*b.\sh-
-tnrei ' -
-~ GSec. 2 of Art. 4—-Provides

-

[ that the. J:udgna of “the Salrvmv

Court hhallﬁe efected for six years,
and | Qe(tjun- 13 u«fethe same article
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hmd-jﬁw, or to the pains
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thq. ihink  proper.
i y 'paw& mglven the
glatire-ander the guise, too,
bﬁﬁ')g ',\r'soml rights: It

“  been “suggested. by

or_:;tg- of- Q& Stipreme |

COnng_,@@e&mg bmion in M-
l];:n 8 case. ’I'hey held that Con-
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: during the pleasare.of the Crown,

they wert alway's # tyrant’s meu-
wts: “Heretofore the J udiciary of

tlrus ante, elucgeJ for- lite,” bave]
aiw;ms bemabﬁre npmat‘h Al
tizc}r eninme,has- never- beew »sui-t
sPEl.n‘ “of* suspicion.,

- _f.

“Sec. 22—Gives T uﬁmes of the
Pee.t_e jurisdiction iu cases of das-
tardy and all contracts’ and torts
‘a8 high as $100= -This . will open

the flood-gates “of* litization and
keep the peepte in mnswu ex--
citétent and commetian.
fag,ga:s ‘will spring- up—adtovarxthe-
State to “distarb_ the peace and
qmeu of §hé mmmumﬁy Igne:

in judgment-on the n«rhfs and: hb
erties of the people: =

Sce. 26—Déenies the Judges tbe
right of charging Jjuries in respect
to matters of facts! .In most ca-
-ses tried in our courts; it” is abso-

B
o, -

a:mltyze the facts; jn order for the
juries™ to’ properly ~ understand
them and give & ’corrqu‘» verdu.l:

imperative
“hereviter, ‘when “our former slaves
shall be altung on these.}unes In

‘-a con}pﬁcated civel case, before 4

Lstuput, lguormt Jury, uider- this

“Sec 33——Takes frOm the Lenr

| islature all discretion as to the

adoption.of the proposed amend-
ment of the Federal Constitution,
disfranchising the people of South
Carolina. This amerdment, re-
pudiated by, Ohio, California, New
Jersey and even Massachusetts,
was sabmitted by Congress to the
several State Legislatures for
their adoption or rejection, as to
them-shouidss¥Em proper. Phey |
were to. Jdnguof its merlts and
decide for t.hemselves - But this
section swears them before-hand
to.adopt it, whether wise or un-

w:sQ,JustorunJust‘ -~

“See. 24—Do<.lzu'es nall and vm&
all contracts for the ‘purchase of|
slaves, in violatlon of the Consti-

I

in 1evy1n<r

T wlat.m_u

Priving a. cowvic

Petu- =

lutely weeessary-for the Judge to].

tution of the United St ates, which
declares that no State shail pass .
any law impairing the obligation
of contracts. This section was in-
“tended as a fraud and deception,
a bribe, to induce the people,owing
| such debts, to vote for the Con-
stitution. It is a nullity, and will
be so declared by the Federal
Conrts. - But this will be after the
cheat has had its effects and ac-
complished its purpose.

*Sec. 2 of ArT. 8—Enfranchises
every male negro over the age of
twenty-one, whether a convict, |2
felon or & panper, and disfran-
chises every white man who has
held office in South Carolina. In-
telligence, virtue and. patriotism

U are to give place, in. all - efctions,

to ignorance, stupidity: and vice.
| The superior race is to be- made
subservient to the inferior. . Tax-
ation and representaticn are no
loager to be united. They who
own property are to levy taxes,
and.make all appropriations. The

'prnpert‘; ’hulderq have to pay these |

taxes, without baving any voice
them ! The conse-
quences will be-in effect, confisea-
on.
port free schools for the education
of negro-children, for the support
of old négroes in the poor houses,
and the vicious in_ jails and pens
itﬁlt:,u-}, tmrct h(‘l"l\ ith 3'standing
army ‘of megro. soldrers; will be
r“uﬁnlﬁﬁ and gtterly ruigeus to
the State. Every man's pmner%)‘
will have' to- be ao‘ld to pay bis
taxes.

“See. 8—-]"\press!_y pre ohl’ot& the
passing. any. I des

t of -larceny of
t&e rmht. of suffrages It was ap-

o et

large: proportion  of the. negro
voters mights-be ennv}ctod ‘of lar-
cony, and the radical party thereby

‘shorn of their stwnwth in all élec

tions. - But is it not most. shameful,
tm!.t in formmg a_ Coustitution,
cure should be taken te pre'rt'nt

'-ngues from : being disfranchised,.
whxlstthe a-amcc:umon is e\ercls::d T
.mwxrlude the most mtdhtrcm _

virtwons and patrmtm from the

| right of muffragel It would seem.
titat the. purpose of the farmers
nf th}s Constitution was to foundt

dmnnuumu of roguesand paupers-
in Seuth Carolina! - And so astute
have they been in carrying out
their purpose, that they provide
in section 12, that all who. have
already bécu (,Omuted of idon}
g,h.ﬂ{ be- atluwed to votc

“Sec. 2 of' ART. 9-—Prolnb1t"s {he
_I]egtsiam:'e from ‘levying a poh
tax of .mare than oné dollar on
each person, and declares that this

| tax shaH be applied e‘:du-qvel_w, to

the pubhc. school fund! And no
additional puli tax shall be levied
by any mumupal,_(:o; poration, Iu|
other words, the property must
pay all the taxes of the Govern-
ment, and persons shall pay noth-
ing for their pmtectmn of life and
lrberty The ideais that vagrants
‘and rogues are to be a seort of
#oblesse, exempt from “taxation, as
was the case of the aristocracy in
France previous to the French
Revolution.- Inordertosecurethe
school fand, section 15 authorizes
the Legislature to punish those
who may embezzle iL, by declaring
‘them disqualified for holding- any
office of honor or emolument in
this State. Bat, then, true to their
purpose of vesting all political
powerin the hands of such per-
sons, it provides in the same sec-
tion, that the General Assembly,
,by a two-thirds vote, may remove
the disability upon payment in
full of the principal aud interest
of the ‘sum embezzied.” If-a man
ha'stolen money from " the public,
he may still hold office under the
Goverment, if he wil! ‘wive up like
a gentleman,’ the money stolen
“Sec. 16—Pravide that on_debt
eontracted by this State in behalf
: | of the late rebellion, in whole or
in part, shall ever be paid. Why

The appropriat ons to sup- |

181:0,000. This would leave

Irencg:ule,:s in the Convention pro-
hibit the property bolder{rom pay-
ing these debts, if they see proper
to do so, and preserve untarnished
the honor of their State. This.
war debt was contracted with hon-
est creditors. many of them widows
and orphans, and why should itnot
be paid? The pr operty holders,

pudlannrr it.

a uniform system of free publi(,
schools throughout the State; and
provides for the division of the
State into schools districts. This

where they have a- dense popula-
tion, bul is wholly unsuited to the
sparse population of Soutir Caroli-

na:  In many of the scheol dis- :
tricts, four miles square, there will
hot be a cbild to be educated. In
a majority of them there will not:
be children enqugh 4, make a. re-
v.pe(.t.tblt, wbooi
such a system wilk be at least
$.1,000,000. It contemplates and

und :plack “children in. the same
school. This, uoone who has uny
regard for the momh manners
ind futare I'eH]'JCLlﬂbllll‘} of - his
children, willtolerate: They who
are ablemay ewploy private tutors
Tor their sous and damghters ; but
_the poor children wxl[have no al-
tefnative but to;;ototheae schools,
or be uneducated. g .

‘_:Segc 4.—31akcs it"eompnlsory
for 'uh children botd:"i;.n"the; ages,
of six.and su.,tcen {0 sitend achﬁnl
‘for-two years. The campiuﬂory
xystem may suit the genius of" a
despotic Gov ernment like Prussia;
but is-at war with the spirit of
our free institutions.. There are
‘mnny'parents who are not able to
spare theservices of t.hLll children
at home, - and | many others w ho
-a¥e not in a. condition to farnish
their children with suitabletvlothes’
an I books for their attendance “at’
these séhoois. At least a parent
sho Id be perm’tted, in a free- Re-
publican country, to govern his
own oaseliold and deternrine - for
him=elt what is best for him to do.
In order to support these schools,
a pell-tax of onedoflar per head
is to be levied, which might raise
: $900,-
000 to be paid b\ taxation of prop-
!:311}

«S¢e. 8—Provides for the -es-
tablishment - of State —reform
schools for juvenile ~“offenders.
This is a new system to be intro-’
duced in South Carolina, and of|
véry doubtful policy. It will cer-
tainily add hundreds of thousands
of dollars t0 our taxation. All
the public schools, coleges and
universities in the State are, by
section 10, to be free and open to

gll the children, without regard to
race or color. There seems to be
a studied desire throughout all
the provisions of this must infa-
wmous Constitution, to degrade the
white race and elevate the black
race, to force upon us social as well
as -political equality, and bring
about an amalgamation of races.

“Sec, 5 ot Art. 11—Forces each
County to provide for the sapport
of the aged, infirm and unfortu-
nate. It does not require children
to support their aged, infirm or
unfortunate parents, nor parents
to p‘ruvide for their children ; but
this heavy and most enormous
burden is to be thrown on the
public and provided for by taxa-
tion.

“Heretofo‘l"e Sounth Carolina has
purused a ‘wise puhu, in refusing |
all divorces... Fhe marriage con-
tract is got: hka that of any-other,
which the: parties may rescind at
pleasure, without injury to _ socie-
ty. There isa third party—inno-
cent-and” helpless children—who
are deaply_l ‘interested in all di-
vorces. Moreover, it tends to de-

will do very well in New England, |

The expense of |

forces the.ccncation of the white |

to grant divorces. This section
was intended, perhaps, for the es-
pecial benefit of the negroes. It
ought also to have legalized poly-

favor with this class of people.

Legislature oyght to have the

“Sec. 3 of ArT. 10—Establishes |  power of changing or altering the

law. Bat this ordinary act of leg-
islation has been incorporated in
the Constitution as a fundamental
law, not to be repealed.

«Attached to this Constitution, |
are sevefal ordina'nces, und
amongst them one. which repudi-
-ates all pledges of faith and-c‘ndil
on the part of the State, to any
corpmlmun or private individual, |
made sinee 1860. - The honor and
credit of South-Carolina, her good
faith and most solemn pledges,
are thus treated as of no consider-
ation whateéver.. Bat this ordi-
nance is on & par with that. dis-
honor, despotism, -and “unscrupn-
lous extravagance, which pervade
the whole Constitution,; and are
|worthy - of “the infamous soarce
whesice” the " instrument | has its
 origin. ri -
" The grdmance to create a Board
of land Commissioners, anthorizes
the purchase of lands for .the pur-
pose of selling them out in small |
tracts to - purchasers -on credit.
This wild and ruinous scheme s
lileywise, for the -negroes, and-.is
Tikeely - tar-beneht “Tio-0pe, “eXcept’
the land ¢ menissioners and their
triends. - State stocks are to be is-
sued for the purpose of purchasing
these lands. - They may be sold,
but the purchasers will ﬁevw pay
for them, aund the loss -will ulti-
mately fall upon the State. Did
any ane ever before -hear - of so.
miany “effective - provmmna for
squandering public money, wheén
the whole State, and all the people
in it, are reduced to ba:.kruplu
and poverty ?"

Thus has it been shnwn in the
above analyses, bow Illjl.lﬂ()ilbh
this Cunatltuu-m must affect the
interests of the white may, and
‘how- inconsistent it must prove
with the peace and prosperity ol
the State.  But, in addition.to this,
the Committee believe that it can
be shown that the said Constitu-
tion is not the less injurious to thc
very class—to wit: the black people
—whomn itseemed most especially
to have been designed to benefit.
On this point, the (‘nmmluce ask
leave to
comments of the Hon. A. Burt,
on¢ of the ablest lawyers of the
State, and a man of the highest
character, and of well-known polit-
ical conservatism. The following
is his language on the subject of
the provisions of the new Consti-
tation, which confer the power of
taxation :

“An analysis of the provisions
of the mew Constitution,
confer the power of taxation, 1
have not a doubt, will assure any
candid mind that no people on this
continent can endure the burdens
which it imposes. The principle
which pervades that entire instru-
ment is that all taxation, except
for a single purpose, shall be im-
posed upon rexl estate and upon
the income from the saie of mer-
chandize. In estimating the in-
equality of taxatien, we cannot
omit the fact of the great diversity
between the two races which in-
habit the State.» At this mom«t
the taxable property is beld by
one race, and under that Consti-
tution the political power is vested
exclusively in the other.. Notonly
are the ordinary avpropriations
for the civil service of the btate

other race, as a race,

gamy, which has likewise great .

‘{of those who now possess it-to

invite attention to the]

which | . . e
 tive features in- the Constitution

 be taken' from him-by those-of his

] ]
large number of the race which
own the taxable property are dis-

franchised-—cannot vote, and can-

not even hotd the hvmblest office |
created by that Constitntion ; while !

all others, withoat reference to

“The settlement of a wite’s prop- | property. te educational qualifica-
erty, provided for in section 8, ton, to past citizensbip, or any
might have been left to the discre- - ©
whoassembled in Convention in | | tion and wisdore of the Leu;q]a._VOte
1865, and who wonl1 have to Payiture 1t is an experiment, and if | condition of things which the
this debt, never thought of re-|fofud mischicvous or unwise, the

ther gualification, are allowed to
Need I say that this isa

'world neyer before witnessed | |
Your ancestors proclaimed a senti-
ment which has thrilled through
every American heart, reached to;
distant countries, and been incor-
porated into their constitutions|
and laws. It is this, that tuxation
1 without repreaentatmn is t)'ranu) >

Now, not only is a large class of
property-holders in South Caro-
lina disqualified to vote or hold
office, but those who may vote or
bold office are not required to have
any property qualifications or to
know a letter ot the alphabet, as
many of them will not know. I
suy thut a.more arrant and iufa-
mous spoliation of a class was
never designed by any eountl y on
the face of the earth. =

_+*Now, what must bé the éo_ns_'c—
quences? .Property under forms.
ot'law, in the guise’ of mxa,uon,
wifl be transferred from the hands

otkers. It isinevitable.: The hol-
ders of taxable property in- South
Carolina cannot to-day. and will
ot hereatter, be able-to pay the
taxes imposed upon them.
““Many of you who are .able to]
form'some reasonable. w:uea.nrc as.

assert their elaims upon the charity
und sympathy of the State. You
bave ulready had some experience
with reference te one race, and 1
am persuaded you will not have
the slightest difficulty in making
your cait.ulanuns. Not. even 1
negro father, son- or husband, is
requxred to-contribute a doilar to- |
1 wards the support of the 1mnpem
of his Tace.” ;

- He nut ﬁdtlremes hnme!f more
uﬁpeuall_} o the coimed mun, and
remarks:

'*It thtre be any colored marti
who .intends to -be  industrious,
trugal and moral—to -e]_Gva’ite’ him-
s¢lt and family—to that man L-de-
sive to say one word: Let himf
acquire real estate and learn to
read and write, 50 that he may be
placed in - the category of the
white man whe owns taxable
property,.and if’ I am wot- totally
mistaken in the upumm ‘I have de-
rived trom suceesstul and eritical
examination of the new Constitu-
tion, he-will be unable to retain
his property threeyears. It will

own race who.are idle, thriftless
and do not mean to work. Hence
it is that I call upon all respecta.
ble eo!ored men, who entertain |
hopes of future prmpmt}, to de-
nounee that Constitution and jein
his natural, ancient and irue
friends in opposing itsratification.”

Next, after exposing the decep-

proposed on the subject of the
homestead c¢laim, and the annull-
ing of all debts of which slavery
were the consideration, and after
some comment upon the danger-
ous organization of the judicial
power of the State, he concludes
thus:

.atbthw mbmi"punpmwto will

most minute details, and -so bur
densome will be the 'gi‘)'t"éi'ﬁiﬁ'éat;'
which it inaugurates, that you =
will be crushed byit: You cannos™
bear it. As well might the hwy
harness of the mailed” warriors Iﬁ-
put upon the limbs of an mfi;rt.,

' as for these burdens to be imposed -
upon the impoverished people-uf
South Carolina.” None bit a fiegs

| ple rich #nd highly edu{aled can
live under that Cﬁnsntuuon Try

it if yow will, but I tell you, gn:
tlewmen, that antagonism will .be-
yexeited between the two rai,’H,
,and conflict may be the resilt.
 Under it peace and harmony- are
utte.rl} lmpusmble in South Cﬁm
lina.”

We have thus suggesteif t?i yaﬂ'
bonorable body seme of the prod!.l- : ’.._'g G
ent objections to your adoptﬂm-
of this Constitution, - We. waive -
all-argument upon the subject: oF
its validity. Tt is. . Cowstitution
de facto, and that is the groug'd
upon which” we appioach- ymu-
honorable body in- the spirit of -
earnest rémonstrance. Th&z Tha-
stitution was'the work of North-
ern. adventnrerr Southern f?:iwe-
gades and 4gnomnt negroei‘ ’Tbtr
orie per centum_of the whmx
ulation-of the State sﬁpuﬂ'es 1§,
and not two percentum of tileha—
groes who voted’ forits adoption
know any more than a dog, hovde; -
or cat, what his act of voting ita-
plied. That Constitution. enfran- _
chises every” male negro over. Lbo
age of twenty-one, and: disfrii-
(,lusea many of the. pupest gud -
hest whne men of ﬁiém Bl'lli&

-

\.-
- :
1
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P W
-
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cal ma_}cmty, x& ~comps

‘the whites, the effect, w thaf fﬁ&
new Counstitution- ~08t’»tbl‘ish€h in'
this State negro sapremacy, éﬂ&
all its train of countless evils. A7
superior race—a portion, Senhtors’_
and Representatives, of ths _same.
proud race. to: which it n j'our d
pride-to bcloug-—ls p'ut lmdcr fhe
-rule of an jbferior rage—t he.&hgent:
rsiaves of westerday, the figsd
freedmen of to-day. And tB' kyou
‘that there can be any ymt, las&mg‘
reconstruetion on this hasm‘? The -
Committee respgc Efulfy rem)‘\, ity
behalf of their white fellow-citi-* .
zens, tba‘t this cannot be. We gdo .
not mean. to thleaten resmi.mca:
by arms. But. the white people
of eur State will never q.met?) sub- <
mit to negro. rule- We. marm
1) pass ande the }nke you 'ljare
authorized, ‘hut h_) moral agemea,
by pulmu.al orgmnzatlon by every"
peacefal means left us, ‘we will” :
keep up this L(}nfﬁbt- untll wehave ;
reganed the henta«re ot political .
Lunlml handed down to us by an w
ho.:ored ancestry. . This i is a duty

we owe tothe land that is ours, to

4 the graves.that it coutams,. ﬁnd to
the race of w hich )ou‘and we: are . -'
alike - membe}'a—-t.f:e prtmd- Gs’u-
casian race, whose aovemgnt} on.
earth God has ordained, and thay
themselves have illustrated on the'-
most brilliant pa.écs Of.,lhoworld'-i onl
bistory. ol

Nor, Senators and Bepreeenh*lwa. ey
does the State of South. Careling werit, - -
at your hands, the ,olitical trestment - .
that has been mbted ouuo her u-mmul

stinit.

It is true, South Camhm mulc lhe
tield promptly, in the late war hetween
the.States. Her people embarked their -
all in the struggle, because the sovei-
eignty of the State demanded this of
them. But when the war ended, and;
the grbitament towhich they resorted;
was adverse to their cavse, Bo peuplq.

,

¥

crev of Pravidence. Quietly “they

“In my judgment, a Constitu-
tion with such enormities in it
will prove futal to both races, and |
more fatal to the black than to]
the white. The colored man w hoi
‘has acquired property hads really
more interest im- preventing that
Constitation from becoming .the

moralize every community ihere ! p:ewnt monient entirely e\:empt'SOtumbrouq and complic
should the non-property holding |it is allowed or tolerated. But | from any taxation, except for Lhe]the machinery of that Constitu-

negroes, Yankecs and Southern | section 4 gives the courts power! | support of public schools. A very | tion, vonsisting, ae it does, of the

| fundamental low of the State than |

you have, and ['trust he will not
allow bhimself to be deluded by |
those who would make him be- |

imposed upon the property ‘heid ' lww that it is his interest to op-| oY

by the smailer number, but the' p
is at the and nurtured him through life.’

we the people who have reared’

.m.d 15

l

ever yielded more gmwful!) to, thg de
i

down their ates, and, @ pence, they

Feame law-abiding, as, in wan, they had

l’act'li taithful 1o their lag.  They aceept-
i ed the legitimate results 6f the war,
They were ready to abandpy the claig, of
the right of their State praceaily to ses
cede from the Union, aud lhe.y assented,
in Convention lmwblrd to the ¢manci- -
pation of th. ir slavex. And now, were
the State admitted into the Umoﬂ, ons
just and reasonable busis, we hesitate
t 0t to. décjuie that againweunld our. peo-
ple gréet the starry banner of the Usion,
and-unite with therf fellow -citizens of
the whole country in the «fort to_prey
| mote the glong, wealth’ and /
r conrmon land,
I our relations, as- prepose
with the black peo: le nf thllv- ta
are rot disposed ta exact abything “thag
just wen may deny or heéaven d:up-
rove.
When South Carolina assented to ﬁm

(Covciuded on 31 page.)




