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THE VOICE OF COMMON SENSE
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Patriotic Utterances of Sober Minded
Writers.

The Tillman Trial.

@arolina Spartan.

When twelve honest jurors have
keard the evidence and declared on
eath the innocsnce of s citizen, it lies
not in the mouth of any man to ques-
#ion that verdiot. All menare honest
watil the contrary is shown. The
Lexington jury vss probably not
materially different from the aversge
jury. There is no evidence of undue
advantage by the defense in the Till-
man trial and for newspapers to go
behind the verdict of s jury obtained
in & fair trial, is anarchy.

That Tillman shot Gonzales is uvn-
deaied. That be shot him down de-
liberately, as he would a dog, is
equally plain. The jury bas once
‘more as it has many times bsfore,
appealed to that higher law, which
decrees that the frailties and wesk-
messes of human nature must be tak-
en into account when under persist-
ent persecution, the worm turns.

A brave man, honest, able, clean,
and foreeful in every sense, Mr. Goo-
zales was, nevertheless, a stirrer of
strife and was fast becoming a politi-
eal power capable of “puffing and
erushing” at will. Like his proto-

type, the late Editor Dawson, he was

removed from the scene while in the

- heydsy of his strength.

The Tillman trial is but another il-
Imstration of the fact that juries scme-
fimes disregard law and evidence at

- the behest of s sentiment.

There is no evidence of trickery.
The jurors and the witnesses stand
uaimpeached. And yet the facta are
that Editor Gonzales was shot down
with deliberation and premeditation
without wsrning or a chance for his
life; and the jury says “not guilty,”
of the slayer.

In our view, less politics were in-
jeeted into this trial thar might have

~ been expected. - Less defense was set

uwp than might have been made.
Tillman went before the jury practi-
eally with the plea that he felt called
upon to kill the man who had so per-
sistently written against him in his
peper.

We can well imagine that in the

-jury room, the several Lexingtonians
read over and over the editorials that
from time to time, appeared in The
State. They placed themselves in
the defendant’s place, they felt the
effect of a merciless persecation by
one who had the power to hurt.
They saw as the public sees that
while the charges made may have
been ftrue, there was a “ghoulish
gles” behind them, that the editor of
a powerfal newspsper, having per-
sonal animosity and private grievance
was usiog his paper to defeat political
aspirations of this man with whom
his personal relations were so strained.

The jorors, doubtless, argued that
if a man who had a grudge agsainst
sny of them and having & newspaper
should prostitute the press to the
ignoble task of punishing an enemy
whether the accusations wers true or
false, they wonld resent it.

All tkis talk about South Carolins
being humiliated, about civilization
being set back and the verdict being
unprecedented or unexpected, is the
veriest rot. An even more uppro-
voked killing occurred in North Caro-
lina and the siaver was liberated on
almost the same day and yet the
world moves on.

Bat the effort to criticise the at-
torneys for the defence for undertak-
ing this case because they had
formerly been of an opposing politi-
cal faction, the effort to charge with-
out rhyme or reason that the judge,
the jury and the populace generally
were prejudiced, tesds to undermine
the jury system and is close akin to
anarchy.

To charge that a man who, baving
been tried by his peers and declared
“pot guilty,” is & murderer, iz not
valculated to strengthen our civiliza-
tion, to promote good citizenship or
contribute to the well being of the
State.

Tae liberty of the press and the

right to eriticise is a valuable and 2
sacred one, too sacred to be turned
to the shield of the every penny
a liner who imagines that it is smart
to say that men on oath perjured
themselves, that judges on the bench
were partial, that witnesses were
suborned, that a whole county was
prejudiced. If a writer knows facts
to justify such charges, it is his daty
to give them. If he cancot do this,
it his duty, under the salutary rule
of presuming innocence until guilt is
proved, to refrain from wholesale
accusations.

The Tillman Trial.
Orangeburg Patriot. '

The Tiilman trial is over. The
result is no surprise to those who
have watched not only this particu-
lar trial, but others of like kindin the
past. .

Every newspaper in the State is
delivering its own special and particu-
lar opinion about the jury. The
verdict has evoked some very caustic
craiticism, many broad insinuetions,
and a few direct and very serious
charges.

We entertain certein views on this
noted case but we have little or no
hope that they will suit the partisans
of either side.

In the first place, it was a political
trial warp and woot. It wss not only
politieal, it was partisan and there is
no use to deny it. Therefore the
verdicet pleases one class of partisans
and outrages the other.

Having never advoeated Col. James
H. Tillman in his political aspirations,
and baving never endorsed the late
editor Gonzales’ methods of political
warfare, we can not justly be accused

 of being a partisan of either.

Our comments shall be made chief-
ly upon the jary, upon the witnesses
and upon the attorneys. Many have
insinuated and quite a number bave
asserted that the jury was “packed,”
that witnesses were bribed to swear
falsely and that the entire trial was
a farce and an outrange. All this
may be true, but not to an un-
biased looker on, most of the news-
paper comments upon. “purchased”
juorors, “perjured” witnesses and
“bribed” witnesses seemed to have
based their assertions upon the pre-
sumption that every witness for Till-
man lied, that every circumstance in
his favor was trumpted up and that
all the witnesses for the State told
the truth—that the jurors should be-
lieve all that the witnesses for the
prosecation said and nothing that the
witpesses for the defense said. In
all of these presumptions they may
have been right, but we shall not es-
say to judge. :

But why should those jurors be ac-
cused of being “bought up!” Did
not the Judge charge them to give
the prisoner the benefit of the doubt?
And was there enough conflicting tes-
timony to awaken a doubt in their
nminds if, as they swear, their minds
were unprejudiced when they went on
the jury? It must be remember that
these jurors were sworn and instruct-
ed to bring in a verdioct, not accord-
ing to ther personal beliefs. prejudices
or predilectione, but according to the
evidence, giving the prisoner the ben-
efit of the doubt. How were the ju-
rors to know that all the lying was
on ope side and all the truth on
the other? Most of the witnesses
were strapgers. Those for the pros-
ecution testified one thing: those for
the defense, enother. Was not a
reasonable doubt inevitabls to all ex-
cept to those partisan who, on the
one hand, bad made up their minds,
before ths irial, that Tillman should
be acquitted and, on the other hand,
to tbose who had made up their minds
that he should be hanged for mur-
der?

How were the jurcrs to determine’
“Look at the mob that testified for the
defense,” one partisan will say. “Yon
would rnot ba surprised at the verdict
had you seen the jurors,” says an-
other partisan.

Such remarks as these bring us ‘o

‘the records of public men.

the main point we started out to
stress. We recognize the danger to
society when men may be shot down
for criticising, in a legitimate way,

there not a greater danger to ecciety
in the presumption thet menaremore
truthful apd trustworthy becausce
they wear bstter clothes and use more
polished language?

We have no patience with any such
theory. A man’s varacity is not to
bo messured by the color of his peck-
tie, nor the height of bis standing
collar, nor by the crease in his trous-

_ers, nor by the polish on bis shoes.

A man is not neceesarily purcaas-
able because he wears patched breech-
es and a seedy haf; nor is he more
likely to ba a parjurer becauss be earns
his liviog by muscle instead of by
his wits; nor, percbance, he haen't
enough education to know a sight
dreft from a promissory note.

Lastly, the latitude allowed attor-
neys in which tbey may honorably go
counter to their personsl convictions,
either in defending or prosecuting a
case, is entirely disapportionate to
that allowed witoesses and jurors in
testifying and deciding a case. For
the sske of arguments, or illustra-
tion, let us suppose that an attorney
takes the wrong side of a case for a
“fee”, Suppose then, a juror on the
same case decides the same way for
a “consideration.” In whatwayshall
we mesasure the moral quality of their
respective acts or differentiate the
moral quality of the moral prineiple
involved in each? How much better
or worse, how much more honorable
or dishonorable is it to advocate a
wrong cavae for a “fee” than it is to
decide a cause the wrong way for a
consideration?

These are questions that an unb’-
ased public must answer before it
undertakes to heap moral obliguity
upon the jurors and witnesses in the
Tillman trial. The one may have
been bribed and the other may have
lied be their judge.

There is more Catarrh in thie
section of the country thar all
other diseases put together, and until
the last few years was supposed to
be incurable. For a great many
years doctors pronounced it a local
disease and prescribed local reme-
dies, and by constantly failing to
cure with local treatment, promounc-
ed it incurable. Science has proven
catarrh to be a constitutional disease
and therefore requires constitutional
treatment. Hall's Catarrh Cure,
manuafactured by F. J. Cheney &
Co , Toledo, Ohio, is the only cousti-
tutional cure on the market. It is
taken internally in doses from 10
drops to a teaspoonful. It acts
directly on the blood and mucous
surfaces of the system. They offer
one hundred dollars for any case it
fails to cure. Send for particulars
and testimonials.

Addrese, F.J. Cheney & Co,

Toledo, O.

Sold by druggists, 75¢.

Hall’s Family Pills are the best.

In the Coal Trust.
New York, Oct. 21.—1It is reported
here today from Montreal that the

Dominion Coal company had reduced
the dividend on its common stock
from eight to six per cent. a year.

The Salve that Heals

Without leaving & scar is DeWitt's.
The name Witch Hazel is applied to
many salves, but DeWitt’s Witch
Hazel Salve is the only Witch Hazel
made that contains the pure unadul-
terated witch bazel. If any other
Witch Hazel Salve is offered you it
is a counterfeit. E. C. DeWilt in-
vented Witch Hazsl Salve and De-

/itt’s Witch Hazel Salve is the best
salve in the world for cuts, burns,
bruises, tetter or blind, bleediung,
itching and protruding piles. Sold
by all druggists.

The Extra Privilege.

One has to pay $15 for a license to
shoot deer in Maine. Aut, thep, the
license also carries with it the right
to shoot some other hunter, by mis-

take for a deer.

-
Have you Rhbeumatism? Stiff
Joints? Sore Muscles? An old core.
a burnp, bruiss or any flesh wound?
Ramon's Nerve and Bone Qil cures
such aillictions. Remember the name
—R- mon's; 25 cents. '
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[  APPEARANCES GO A GREAT WAY

oy

need the services of a good Tailor.

SUITS TO ORDER
500 F_all_and_ . Winter Popular

Especially with the man of to-day. If you want to make a presentable
‘appearance at home or abroad, on the street or in the drawing room, you

THE INTERNATIONAL TAILORING CO., New York and Chicago,
makes clothes to your individual order that fit, no matter what your build
may be. Every man has a ‘peculiarity of his own, and unless he has this
taken into consideration, ready-made clothes cannot possibly fit him.

Patterns from which to select.
We have them and invite your inspection.

No Twoe Men are built alike, but

® L $1200 to $40.00

Hartic

Lexington, S. C.

Cook Stoves! Cook Stoves!
AT REDRUCED PRICES.

To rednce our stock we will sell Cook Stoves at a big disconnt. We mean business. “Call
and see our variety und prices on all goods. at

STANLEY'S GHINA HALL,

NEXT DOOR CAROLINA NATIONAL BANE,

COLUMBIA, - =~ -

September 22 —3m,

S. C.

EITIMAURICE [FITZMAURICE

FALL AXD WINTER DRY GOODS.

The grandest exposition of Fall and Winter Goods ever brought to Columbia 2t old
prices and less, Read carefnlly the goods advertised in these columns and we will
ubide the result. We want you to give us a call, because we can be of great benefit in

the matter of dollars and cents.

Special Bargain Sale of Clothing for Men and Boys.

100 0dd coats for men at $2.00, regular price $5.00.
159 boys all wool school suits at $1.60, regular price $2.50.

regular price 37.50).

50 odd coats for men at $2.50
300

Boys' school saits all wool double breasted. 'The most daraple suit ever offered to the

trade.
DRY GOODS SPESIALS—3,070 yards

of half wooi Uressoods at 10¢., 3u inches
real value at lic.

HENRIETTAS— 50 pieces 36-inch wool

Hennettas, a.l colors. at 2bc. special
OUTING—100 pieces 27-inch Outings,
at 5c¢. the yard, regular price Te.

SEA ISLAND-—5,000 yards 36-.inch
at 4} by the piece or 5¢. the yard to close.

JEANS—30 pieces school boys' Jeans
at 121c. the yard,

CAPES, CAPES—All wool double Capes
at $1 each, real valne at $1.50,

1

MEN'S UNDERSHIRTS—50 dozen
doubie brested Hzece lined undershirts and
drawers at 95¢. tor the snit. No cold will
touch you if you have these.

LADIES VESTS—100 dozen ladies’ rib-
bed vests at 12ic. each, real valae at 20c.

PRINTS—500 pieces of the best cali-
coes auv oc. They are worth Gic.

BLAREKETS—1(0 pairs of all wool
blankets at $2.95, real value at $4 00,

CLOTHING DEPARTMENT—Wehave
Mr. F. B Harman in chargs of our Ctoth-
ing Department who will be glad to see his
Lexington friends. He will treat them
fairly. We beve an elegant line of. cloth-

! ing at bargain prices

MONEY LOST

is money paid for cheap shoddy furniture.
‘Why not go to

JONES & WILLIAMS

where fyou can get good furniture for the

price usually charged for the shoddy kind.

They sell

Chairs. Mattresses. Springs.

Bed Room Suites,
Pictures. Clocks, Rugs.
Stoves, Sidebhoards,
Bureaus. Beds, Washstands.
Chairs. Rockers,

indow Shades,
Chamber Sets,.

in fact nearly everything necdel 1y honsekeepera.

Don't miss the place, 1713 Main

street, next to Columbia Theutre, just as you turn into Mein street from (rervais,

Jones & Wiilliams,

1213 MAIN STREET, COLUMBIA, S. C.

. C. -M. Ermp.

|

F. E. Dresez.

EFIRD & DREHER,
Attorneys at Law,

LEXINGTON, C. H., 8. C.

ILL PRACTICE IN ALL THE

Courts. Business solicited. One

member of the firm will always be al office,
Lexington, 8. C,
une 17—6m.

DR, E. J. ETHEREDGE,

SURGEON DENTIST,
LEESVILLE, S. C.

Office next door below post cfice,
Always onhand.
Tebraoarv 12

EBWARD L. ASBILL,

Attorney at Law,

LEESVILLE, - - - - -

Practices in all the Courts,
Business solicited.
Sept 30—6m,

Albert M. Boozer,
Attorney at Law,

COLUMBIA, S, C.

Especial attention given to business en-
trasted to him by his fellow citizens of
Lexington county.

_Office: 1216 Mair Btreet, upstairs, oppo-
gite Van Metre’s Furnitare Store.

February 28 —tf,

S. O

J. H. FRICK,

ATTORNEY AT LAW,

Will practice in all the Courts,
Office: Hotel Marion, 4th room, second

" 1loor,
CHAPIN, U
Aguust 6.

ANDREW CRAWFORD

ATTORNEY AT LAW,
COLUMBIA, - - . . 8.C.

RACTICES IN THE STATE AND
i Federal Courts. and offers his profes-
gional services to the citizens of Lexington
County.
Qctober 18—1y,

WILLIAM W. HAWES,

Attorney at Law,

NEW BROOKLAND, - - - S.C.

Will Practice in all the Courts. Prompt
attention given to Collections, Business
solicited.

September 16—6m.

THURMOND & TINMERWAN,

ETTORKEYS AT LLY.

Will Practice in ali Courts,
KAUFMANN BUILDING,

LEXINGTON, s C

On the 18th day of October, we formed
a co-partnership for the practice of law.
We will be pleased to receive those having
legal business to be attended to at our of-
fice in the Kaufmann building at any time.
Respecttully.
J. Wua. THURMOND,
G. BELL TIMMERMAN,
October 22, 1902, —1y.

s OR. C.J. OLIVERDS,

N SPECIALIST ON
AEYO JEYE, KAR, NOSE
Tt T Throat and Lungs,
GUARANTEE  Office and ]foiidence,

FIT OF GLASSES 14242nd1426 Marion. . St,
March 15—1y. *~ COLUMBIA, 8. C.

Dr. P. H. Shealy,
DENTIRST,

LEXINGTON, - = C,

Office Up Stairs in Roof's Building,

JAMES HARMAN,

DEINTAL STRGECIYT
LEXINGTON, 8, C.,
(Office in rear of the Court House.)

NFORMS THE PUBLIC THAT (HE

will be in his office every Friday for the

purpose of doing dental work in all]its
branches.

March 19, 1902,

1y.

I
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senp $1.00 anp acT THE POLICE GAZETTE.
For 13 WEEKS »nD A SeorTing BoOK FREE,
PREMIUM LIST MAILED FREE ON APPLICATION.
RIGHARD K, FoxX, N, Y. C!TY.
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