The Wreck
of Faith
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i By REV.]. H. RALSTON, D.D.
Secretary of Correspondence Departmeat,
Moody Bible Institute, Chicags

TEXT—When the son of man cometh,
shall he find faith on the earth?—Luke
I8:8.

These words have been interpreted
15 meaning that when Jesus Christ re-
turns to this
world that he will
tind no faith.
They have been
interpreted as be-
ing simply an in-
quiry, because of
the teachings of
the Bible and
present world
conditions as to
faith at that
time. In either
case we have a
wreck in view,
whether real or
imaginary.

Faith may be
. =2 understood as the
body of Christian truth given once for
gll in the first century, embracing the
fundamentals of our Christian sys-
tem—the Infalilbility of the Holy
Scriptures, the deity of Christ, the lost
state of man by nature, the only hope
of recovery by the atonement of Christ
on the cross, ete. This may be consid-
ered from the standpoint of the church
I its visible form or that of the indi-
vldual, personal interest in the sub-
Ject being emphasized with reference
to the latter rather than with the for-
mer. The aspect of the former, be-
pause it _.crmines the aspect of the
tatter, snall have fuller treatment.

Faith has bad & varled experience.
For some three centuries it was held
with comparative fidelity. Then the
clouds of pagenism and lust for em-
bracing Christianity as an element of
political life began to gather, For
some centuries there was great dark-
pess. In the perfod of the Crusudes
there were flickering lights. Then
darkness came over Christian thought
nntil the days of Huss in Bohemia and
Wickliffe In England. Persecution in
Bohemia and indifference in England
soon brought another season of dark-
ness, until in Germany, under Martin

Luther, the light arose that has shone
for four hundred yeurs, and accounts
for what we have of the true faith to-
day.

Is the faith of the church, as such, a |
wreck today? Do we find all sails set |
and drawing, bound confidently for a |
distant port? Or do we see that church |

hesitating, staggering in the midst of {

changing teachings as to fundamentals |
like the ship with contrary winds and |
laboring hard to avoid the rocks on |
which it may be a total wreck?

Is it not true that some denomina- '
Christians while still clinging |
. wdox creeds have abandoned |
creeds in their teachings? Faith-
men in some denominations are |
v erying to their brethren to sup- |
press many of the chiurch publications |
s they are distinctiy infidel in their
teachings., Is it not true that m:m,\"
hungry souls go to~thurch and ('uml_!!
]
|
|

away hungry because they have not
heard the Gospel of Jesus Christ?

* How about the individual? Not long |
ago a voung man, who wuas a gradu- |
ate of one of America’s grentest 11:1'1A|
versities gnd was finishing his second f
year in an orthodex theological :-il'l'lli‘;
nary. said to the writer that he had |
lost his fuith, had no confidence in the |
Bible, did not wecept the deity of Jesus I
Christ, and was thorough'y unhappy. |
This is an extreme ease, but the writer |
has had many young people of liberal |
eduention give substantiully the same |
testiniony.

What is the somewhat remote rea-
son for this situation as to religious
teaching? We must go to the land of
Martin Luther. The work of corrupt-
fng the Bible had progressed until
nearly all German universities nnd
theological schiools had repudiated the
faith of Luther, although clinging to
his name. Learned men sald certain
results had been attained and these
resulis discredited the DBible. With
amazing. rapidity this conciusion took
hold in England and Scotinnd and our
own country. Destructive  hiblical
criticism  anu  Darwinian  evolution
swept over nearly all our great uni-
versities and our Bible was in the
scrap heap. Those of us who have
watched the trend of German theo-
logical teaching have observed a tre-
mendous advance since the daye of
Schleiermacher, Baur and Hoffman to
the days of Kuenen, Graf and Cornill.
It was bad enough with the former,
worse with the latter and the final
plunge was made by men like Neitsz-
che, who utterly ignored the Bible
and defied God himself. Is it any won-
der that Germany is suffering today,
and is It much less wonder that the
Saxon world is suffering likewise?
When will men learn wisdom?

For the individual, especially re-
specting young people, the old-fash-
foned religion must come back. The
old relizious home must he restored.
How muny professedly religious homes
nre religious wrecks!

Back to God! Back to Jesus Christ!
To thus get back we must get back to
the Bible. Thunk God It is being pub-
lished us nzver before and the demanl
for it fs beyond the supply. Thank
Gedd for this fact as to the hunger of
the people for truth,

Notice of Final Discharge

To All Whom These Presents May

Concern:

WHEREAS, John D. Boswell has
made application unto this Court for
Fina! Discharge as Administrator in
re the Estate of Nathan Jennings de-
ceased, on this the 3rd day of Decem-
ber, 1918.

THESE ARE THEREFORE, to

Dodge Bros.

have resumed making
their motor cars.
can now make Imme-
diate deliveries.

GEDDING CUSHMAN,

Auto Sales Company
Aiken, S. C.

cite any and all kindred, creditors,
or parties interested, to show cause
before me at my office at Edgefield
Court House, South Carolina, on the
3rd day of January, 1919 at 11
o'clock a. m., why said order of Dis-
charge should not be granted.

W. T. KINNAIRD,

J.P.C,E./C,S.C.
3rd Deecmber, 1918

We

Money te Loan Farmers.
The Federal Land Bank of Colum-
bia makes loans to farmers on first
Mortgages at 512 per cent interest
for 35 years through “The Johnston
National Farm Loan Association.”
The interest and one per cent of the
principal to be paid annually. The
loan can be cancelled after five years.
Apply M. Q. NORRIS,
Secty.-Treas.

B. B. RUSSELL, JR.

RUSSELL

Bonded Warehouse.
storage. Correspondence
solicited.

INCORPORATED

COTTON FACTORS

857, 859 and 861 Reynolds Street
AUGUSTA,

I.iberal advances on cotton in
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invited and consignments

Galvanized Shingles.

(Best by Test)
Slusky’s Roofing Materials

Mantels, Tiles, Grates .

Complete stock of Metal and Composition Roofing, Gal-
vanized Metal Products, Copper, Zinc, Asphalt and

Prompt Delivery—Low Prices

DAVID SLUSKY & SON, 1009 Bradway, Augusta

* Builder’s Hardware
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BARRETT & COMPANY

(INCORPORATED)

COTTON FACTORS
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from lack of potash.
light land that is very
what is known as potash

fore, recommending that libera
year. At the usual rates of appl
of potash at the present prices.

Abundance of

For the 1919 crop

We are prepared to supply users of

OYSTER'S
TILIZER

With any- grade of Potash goods desired

The director of S. C. Agricultural
Experiment Station Says:

“I will say that a survey recently made of the cotton situation in South Carolina leads
us to believe that at least 25 per cent reduction in the cotton crop has resulted this year
In some cases not more than half a crop has been produced on
deficient in potash. The appearance of the plants indicates that
hunger is responsible for the decreased yield. We are, there-
] amounts of potash be used in fertilizers for cotton next
lication I feel that it will pay to use as much as 3 per cent

Enguire of Royster Dealers. Place orders early.

F. S. ROYSTER GUANO CO.

NORFOLK, VA.

Here I8 a message to
suifering women, from
Mrs, W. T. Price, of
Public, Ky.: *“I suf-
fered with painful...”,
slie writes. “I got down
with a weakness in my
back and limba...I
felt helpless and dis-
couraged...I had about
given up hopes of ever
being well again, when
a friend Insisted I

" The Woman's Ton

I began Cardui. In
a short while I saw a
marked difference...
I grew stronger right
along, and it cured me.
I am stouter than I
have been In years.”
If you suifer, you can
appreciate what it
means to be strong and
well. Thousands of wo-
men give Cardul the
credit fer their good
health. It should help
you. Try Cardul. At all
druggists. E-73

DROP US A CARD

*« We will send you sample of a
Composition Roofing for your barns
or tenant houses that will absolutely
last from twenty to thirty years.

~  Neponset
FParoid
Roofing

an extra heavy, fire proof, long
wearing materiai. Has stood the
twenty-year test proven by govern-
ment and railroad use.

Price $3.50 per Square

YOUNGBLOOD ROOFING
AND

MANTLE COMPANY

625 Broad St. AUGUSTA, GA.

FIRE, WINDSTORM or

Abbeville-Greenwood Mu-
tual Insurance Asso-
ciation.

ORGANIZED 1892,

Property Insured $2,500,000.

WRITE OR CALL on the under-
signed for any information you may
desire about our plan of insurance.

We insure your property against

destruction by

LIGHT-
NING

i ll |and do so cheaper than any Com-

pany in existence.

Remember, we are prepared to
prove to you that ours is the safest
and cheapest plan of insurance
known.

Qur Association is now licensed
to write Insurance in the counties
of Abbeville, Greenwood, MecCor-
mick, Laurens and Edgefield.

The officers are: Gen. J. Fraser
Lyon, Presiden. Columbia, S. C.
J. R. Blake, Gen. Agt., Secy. &
Trea.s, Greenwood, S. C.

DIRECTORS.
A. 0. Grant, Mt. Carmel, S. C.

& |7 M. Gambrell, Abbeville, S. C.

Jno. H. Childs, Bradley, S. C.

N (A. W. Youngblood, Hodges, S. C.

S. P. Morrah, Willington,S. C.

L. N. Chamberlain, McCormick S. C.
R. H. Nicholson, Edgefield, S. C.
F. L. Timmerman, Pln’t Lane, S. C.
J. C. Martin, Princeton, S. C.

W. H. Wharton, Waterloo, S. C.

J. R. BLAKE,

GEN. AGT.
Greenwood, S. C.' :
=y
Sty -C"'\“J\
,,'_h.\.,. e ey

Buy War Saving
Stamps until
you can’t see.
Then see me.

Geo. F. Mims,
Optometrist.
Edgefield, S. C.

i8S THE ONLY

OUEKLENS ammron eatue

GCENUINE



