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© 1 miade mo answer, but followed him as
he led the way down the darkest of tho
winding paths that run between the oe-
dar trees, where it would have been casy
for me to kill him if I wished, but I could
not see how I should be advantaged by
the deed; also, though I knew that Mon-
fezuma was my eneny, my heart shrank
from the thought of murder, For awhile
or more ho walked on without speaking,
now bchieath tho shadow of the trees, and
now through open spaces of garden plant-
ed with lovely flowers, till at last we came
to the gates of the place where the royal
dead are said to rest. Now, in front of
theso gates was an open space of turf on
which the moonlight shone brightly, and
in the center of this space lay something
white, shaped like nwoman. Here Monte-
zuma halted and looked at the gates, then
said:

“These gates opened four days since for
Papantzin, my sister. How long, I won-
der, will pass beforo they open for me?''

As he spoke the white shape upon the
grass, which I had seen and he had not
scen, stirred like an awaking sleeper.
As the snow shape upon the mountain
had stirred, so this shape stirzed; as it had
arisen, so this one arose; as it threw its
arms upward, so this onc threw up her
arms. Now Montezuma sow and stood
still trembling, and I trembled also.

Then the woman—for it was a woman
—advanced slowly toward us, and as she
came we saw that she wos draped in grave
clothes. Presently she lifted her bead, and
the moonlight fell full upon her face.
Now Montezaima groaned aloud, and I

ed, for we saw that the face was the
pale, thin faco of ‘the Princess Papantzin
—Papantzin, who had lain for four duys
in the grave. On she came toward us,
gliding like oue who walks in her sleep,
till she stopped before the bush in the
shadow of which we stood. Now Papant-
gin, or the ghost of Papantzin, looked at
1us with blind eves—that is, with eyes that
were open and yes did not seem to seo.

“ Are you there, Mentezuma, my broth-
or?"? she sald in the voico of Papantzin.
“Surely I feel your presence, though I
cannot see you.”'

Now Montezuma stepped from the shad-
ow ond stood face to face with the dead.

“Whoare you,” he said, ‘‘who wear the
ghape of one dead and aro dressed in the
garments of the dead?”

“T am Papantzin,’’ she answered, “‘and
om ricen out of death to bring you o mes-
sage, Montezuma, my brother.”

“What message do you bring me?"" he
asked hoarsely.

+I bring yvou-a message of doomn, 1y
brother. Your empire shall full, and soon
you shall be secampanicd to death by tens
of thousands of your people. TFor four
days I have lived mmong the dead, and
there T have seen your false gods, which
gro devils.  Thero also I have scen the
priests which served them and many of
those who warshiped them plunged into
torment unutterable.  Beeause of the wor-
ship of these demon gods the people of
Anahuae is destined to destruction.”

“‘Have you no word of cemfort for me,
Papantzin, my sister?” he usked.

“None,”" she answered.  “*Perchance if
you abandon the worship of the falsc gods
you may save your soul Your life you
cannot save, nor the lives of your peopie.”

Then she turned and passed away into
the shadow of the trees. 1heard her grave
clothes sweep upon the grass.

Now a fury scized Montezuma, and he
roved aloud, saying:

“Curses on you, Papantzin, my sister!
Why then do youcome back from the dead
tosbring me such evil tidings? Head you
brought hope with you, had you shown &
way of ecscape, then I would have wel-
ay you go back into dark-
ness, and may tke earth lie heavy on your
theart forever! As for my gods, my father
worshiped them, and I will worship them
to theend. Aye, if they desert me, atleast
Iwill never desert them. The gods are
angry becanse the sacrifices are few upon
their altars; henceforth they shall be dou-
bled. Apye, the priests of the gods shall
themselves be sacrificed because they neg-
lect their worship.”

Thus he raved on, after the fashion of a
weak man mapddened with terror, while
his nobles and attendants, who had fol-
lowed at a distance, elustered about him,
fearful and wondering. At length there
came an end, for, tearing with his thin
hands at his royal robes and at his hair
and beard, Montezuma fell and writhed in
a fit upon the ground. Then they carried
him into the palace, and nonesaw him for
three days and nights.

CHAPTER XV.
THE XAMING OF THE BRIDEL

Now, some mouths passed between the
dato of my naming as the god Tezcat and
the entry of the Spaniards into Mexie,
and during all this space tho city was in a
ferment. Agaln und aguain Montezuma
sent embassles to Cortes, bearing with
them vast treasures of gold and gems as
presents and at tho same time praying
him to withdraw, for this foolish prince
did not understand that by displaying so
much wealth he flew a lure which must
surcly bring the falcon on himself. To
these embassadors Cortes returned courte-
ous answers, together with presents of
small value, and that was all.

Then the advence began, and the cm-
peror learned with dismay of the conquest
of the warliko-tribe of-the Tlascalans, who,
though they wero Montezuma's bitter and
hereditary foes, yet made a stand agalnst
the white man. Next came the tidings
that from cnemies the conquered Tlasca-
lans had becomo the allles and servants of
the Spaniard, and that thousands of their
ficreest warriors were advancing with him
upon the sacred city of Cholula. Awhile
passed, and it was known that Cholula
also had been given to massacre, and that
the holy, or rather the unholy, gods had
been torn from their shrines. Marvelous
tales were'told of the Spaniards, of their
courage and their might, of the armor
that they wwore, the thunder that their
sveapons made in battle, and the flerce
beasts which they: bestrode. Once two
heads of whito men taken in a skirmish
avero sent to Montezuma—flerce looking
heads, great and hairy, and with them the
thead of a horse. When Montezuma saw
thesoyghestly relics, he almost fainted with
fear. Still he caused them to be set up on

innacles of ‘the-great tumple and peoe-

tion to ‘bo.made thet this fate awalt-
kd every invader-of tho land.

Meanwhile allvwas confusion in his pol-
dcles. Day by day councils were held of
ttho.nobles, of high pricsts and of neigh-
boring and fricndly kings. Some advised
‘ape.thing, some unother, and the end of 1t
+was hesitation.and folly. Ah,had Monte-
guma listened: to tho volee of that great
men Guatemoe, Annhunc would not havo
been a Spanish fief roday! For Guatemoe
prayed him sgain and yet ngain.to put
away his fears and declarc open war upon
the Teules before it*wus too late—to cease
from making gifts and sending embassies,
to gather his countless armies and smite the
foe in the mountalin passes. But Montezu-
mnwould answer: *To what end, nephew?
How can I stroggle against these men
when the gods themselves have declared
for them? Surcly the gods can take their
own parts If they wish it, and, if they will
not, for mysell and my own fate I do not
qare, bus alas for my penple, alas for the
women and the ehildren, the ngzed and the
weak!"

Then he wonld cover his faee and moan
and weep like a child, and Guatemoc
would pass from his presenco dumb with
fury at the folly of so greata King, but
helpless to remedy if, fur, like myself,
Gautemoe helieved that Montezuma had
been smitten with a madness sent from
henven to hring the land to ruin.

The people wers distraught with fear of
the future, but not the less on that ac-
count, or perhaps beeanse of it, they
plunged with fervor into pleasures, nlter-
nating them with religions ceremonics.

In those days no feast was neglected, and
po altar lacked its vietim. Like o river

Tnat quickens 1ts HOW as 1t draws near the
precipice over twhich it must {all, so the
people of Mexico, foresceing ruin, awoke,
as it wore, and lived as they bad never lived
before. All day long the crics of victims
came from & hundred temple tops, and all
night the sounds of revelry wero heard
among the streets ‘‘Let us eat and
drink,” they said, *‘for the gods of the sea
aro upon us, and tomorrow we dia” Now
women who had been held virtuous proved
themsclves wantons, and men whose
names were honest showed themselves
knaves, and none cried fie upon them. Aye,
even childron, were scen drunken in the
streets, which is an abomination among
the Aztecs.

The emperor had moved_.his household
from- Chapoltepec to the palace in the
great square facing tho temple, and this
palace was a town in itself, for every night
more than.1,000 human beings slept be-
neath its roof, not to speak of the dwarfs
and monsters and tho hundreds of wild
birds and beasts in cages. Herecvery day
I feasted with whom I would, and when 1
was weary of feasting it was my custom to
sally out into the strects playing on the
lute, for by now I had in some degree mas-
tered that hateful instrument, dressed in
shining apparel and attended by a crowd
of nobles and royal pages. Then the nobles
would rush from the houses shouting and
doing me reverence, the children pelted me
with flowers,and the maidens danced beforo
me, kissing my bands and feet, till at
length. I was attended by a mob 1,000
strong. And Ialso danced and shou‘ed
like any village fool, for I think that a
kind of med bumer, or perhaps it was the
drunkenness of worship, entered into me
in those days; also I sought to forget my
griefs; Idesired to forget that T was doomed
to the sacriflie, and that every day brought
me nearer to the red knife of the priest.

In those days, had it not been for the
tender kindness of Otomie, I think that
my heart would have broken orl should
have slain myself. But this great and
beanteons lady wr3 ever at hand to cheer
we In & thousand ways, and now and
again she would let fall some vague words
of hope that sct my pulses bounding. 1
talked much with Otomie, instructing her
in the matters of my faith and many oth-
er things, as T had done Ly Marina, who,
wo now heurd, was the mistress and inter-
preter of Cortes, the Spanish leader. She,
for her part, listened gravely, watching
me the while with her tender eyes, but no
more, for of all women Otomie was the
most modess, us she was the proudest and
most beautiful.  So matters went on un-
til the Spaniards had left Cholulaon their
rond to Mexico. 1t wus then that I chanced
one morning to be sitting in the gardens,
my lute in hand, and having my attend-
ant nobles and tutors gnthered at a re-
speetful  distance  behind  me.  From
where I sat 1 could sce the entrance to the
court in which the emperor met Lis coun-
cildaily,and I noted that when the princes
had gone the priests began to come, ard
after them a number of very lovely girls,
attended by women of middle age. Pres-
ently Guatemoe, the prince, who now
smiled but rarely, came up to me smiling
and asked me if I knew what was deing
yonder. I replied that I knew nothing
and cared less, but I supposed that Monte-
zuma was gathering a peculiar treasure to
send to his masters, the Spaniards. *'Be-
ware how you speak, Teule,’ answered
the princo haughtily. **Your words may
be true, and yet, did I not love you, you
ghould rue them even though you hold the
spirit of Tezcat. Alas,” he added, stamp-
ing on the ground, *‘alas, that my uncle’s
madness should make it possible that such
words can be spoken! Oh, were I the em-
peror of Anshuac, in a single week the
head of every Teule in Cholula should
deck a pinnacle of yonder temple!” ¢

‘t Beware how you speak, prince,” I an-
swered, mocking him, **for there.are those
who, did they hear, might cause you to rue
your words. Ktill oncday you may be
emperor, and then we shall seo how you
will deal with the Teules—at least others
will see, though I shall not. But what is
it now? Does Montezumma choose new
wives?”

“He chooses wives, but not for himself.
You know, Teule, that your time grows
short. Montezuma and the priests nnme
those who must be glven to you to wife.”

“‘Given me to wifel”’ I said, starting to
my feet. “*To me whoso bride is death!
What bave I to do with love or marriage—
I who in some few short weeks must grace
an altar? Ah, Guatemoc, you say you iove
me, and once I saved you, Did you love
me, surely you would save me now as you
sworo to do.”

T swore that I would give my life for
yours, Teule, if it lay in my power, and
that oath I would keep, for all do not set
so high a storo on life as you, my friend.
But I cannothelp you. Youarededicated
to the gods, and did I die o hundred times
it would not save you from your fate.
Nothing can save you except the hand of
heaven if it wills. Therefore, Teule, make
merry while you may and die bravely
when you must. Your casois no worse
than mine and that of many others, for
death awaits us all. Farewell.”

When he bad gone, I rose, and leaving
tho gardens I passed Into the chamber
where it was my custom to give audlence
to those who wished to look upon the god
Tezcat, as they called mo. HereI.8at upon
my golden couch, inhaling the fumes of
tobacco, and as it chanced I was alone, for
tone dared to enter that room unless 1
gave them leave Presently the chief of
Iy pages announced that one would speak
with me, and I bent my head, signifying
that the person should enter, for I was
weary of my thoughts. The page with-
drew, and presently a velled woman stood
before me. I looked at her wondering
and bade her drow her veil and speak.
She obeyed, and I gaw that my visitor was
tho Princess Otomie. Now I rosc amazed,
for it as not usual that she should visit me
thus alone. I guessed, therefore, that she
had tidings or was following some custom
of which I was ignorant.

“I pray you bo seated,” sho said cop-
fusedly. **It is not fitting that you should
stand before me.” *‘Why not, princesst’’
Ianswered. *If Ihad no respeet for rank,
surely beauty must claim it." *‘A truce
to words,”’ she repliced, with a wave of her
glim hand. *“I come here, O Tezcat, ac-
cording to the ancient custom, becuuse 1
am charged with a message to you. Thoso
whom you shall wed are chosen. I am
the bearcr of their numes.”  *‘Speak on,
princess of the Otomic.” *They are"—
and she named three ladies whomn I knew
to bo among the loveliest in the land, I
thought that there were fourn,' I sadd,
with a bitter laugh. “Am 1 to be de-
frauded of the fourth!' *‘There s o
fourth,” she answered and was sllent.
“Give mo her name,”" Ieried.  “One has
been found, O Tezeat, who has borne oth-
er titles than this you glve her.” Now
I looked et her questioningly, and she
spoke aguin In a low voice. 1, Otomle,
princess of the Otomie, Montezuma's
doughter, am the fourth wsnd the first.”
“You!" I said, sinking back upon my
cushions. **Youl'" *'Yes, I Listen. I
was chosen by the pricsts as the most love-
lyin the land, however unworthily, My
father, the emperor, was angry snd said
that whatever befell I should never bo the
wife of a captive who wmust die upon the
altar of sneriflee.  But the pricsts answer-
ed that this was no the for hln to claim
exception for his blood, now when the gods
were wroth. Wus the f{lrst lady in the
lund t~ e withbeld from the god? they
asked. Then my father sighed and said
that it should be as I willed. And I sald
with the pricsts that now, in our soro dis-
tress, the proud must humble themselves
to the dust, even to the marrying of a cap-
tive sluve who is numed o god and doomed
to sacriflce.

**So I, princess of the Otomie, have con:
sented to become your wife, O Tezeat,
though perchance hud 1 known all that 1
read in your cyes this hour I should not
have consented. It may huppen that In
this shame I haped to {ind love I only for
ano ghort hour, and that I purposed to

vary the custom of our people and to cune
pleto my marriuge by theside of the vietim
on the altar, as, if I will, I have the right
todo. Batlsee well that I am not wel-
come, and though it is too late to go buck
upon my word have no fear. Therc are
others, and 1 shall not trouble you. I
have given my message. Is it your pleas-
ure that I should go? The solemn cere-
mony of wedlock will be on the twelfth
day from now, O Tezeat."”

Now I tose from my seat and took her
hand, saying: '

“J thank you, Otomle for your noble-
pess of mind. Had it not been for the
comfort and friendship which you and
Guatemoc, your cousin, have given me I
think that ere now I should ve dead. So
you desiro to comfort me to the last. It
seerns that you even purposed to dle with
me. Howam I to interpret this, Otomie?
In our land a woman would need to love
a man after no common fashlon bofore she
consented to share such a bed as awaits
me on yonder pyramid. And yet I may
gearcely think that you, whom kings have
sued for, can place your heart so low.
How am I to read the writing of your
words, princess of the Otomle?”

“Read it with your heart,”” she whis-
pored low, and I felt her hand tremble in
my own.

1 locked at her beauty. It was great. I
thought of her devotion, a devotion that
did not shrink from the most horrible of
deaths, and n wind of feeling which was
akin to love swopt through my soul. But
even as I looked and thought I remember-
ed the English garden and the English
mald from whom I had parted beneath
the beech at Ditchingham and tho words
that we had spoken then Doubtless she
still lived and was true tome. WhileI
lived should I not keep truo at heart to
her? If I must wed these Indian girls, I
must wed them, but if onco I told Otomle
I loved her then I broke my troth, ond
with nothing less would she be satisfled
And yot, though I was deeply moved and
the temptation was great, I had not come
tothis. “Beseated, Otomie," I sald, “and
listen to me. You see this golden token?”
And Idrew Lily’s posy ring from my hand.
“And you sce the writing within it.” She
bent her head, but did not speak, and Isaw
that there was fear in her cyes.

“Iwill read you the words, Otomic,”
And I translated into the Azteo tongue
the quaint couplet:

Heasrt to henrt,
Though far apart.

Then at last she spoke, * What does the
writing mean?” she sald "1 can, only
read in plcturcs, Teule.'

“It means, Otomle, that in the far land
whenee I come there is a woman who loves
mo and who is my love.”

13 she your wife thenf"

“She is not my wife, Otomie, but she
is vowed to me in marringe."

“She is vowed to you in marriage,* sho
answered bitterly. *Why, then, wo are
equal, for so am I, Teule DBut thoreis
this difference between us—you love her,
and me you do not love. That §s whes
you would make clear to me. Spurc o
more words. 1 understand ivall. Still it
seems to mo that If I have lost sho Is nlso
in tho path of loss. Great scus roll be
tween you and this love of yours, Teule—
seas of water, and the altur of sucrifice,
and the nothingness of death. Now let
me go. Your wife I must be, for ther is
no escape, but I shall not trouble you over
much, and it will soon be done with.
Then you may seek your desire In the
houses of the stars whither you must win-
der, and it is my prayer that you shall
win it.

* A1l these months I have been planning
to find hope for you, and I thought that
I had found it. But it was built upon
o false beliel, and it is ended. Had yon
been able to say from your heart that you
loved me it might have been well for hoth
of us. Should you be able to eay it before
the end it may still be well. But I do not
ask you to say it, and beware how you tell
me a lie. I leave you, Tenle, but before I
go I will say that I honor youmore in this
hour than I have honored you before, be-
cayse you have dared to speak the truth to
m Montezuma's daughter, when a le

been s0 easy and so safe. That woman
beyaond the seas should be grateful to you,
but I bear her no {1l will between
me her there isa struggle to the death.
We are strangers to each other, and stran-
gers we shall remain, but she has touched
your hand as I touch it now. ¥You lnk
118 together and are our bond of enmity.
Farewel], my hosband that is to be.”

Then, rising, Otomie cast ber vell sbout
her faco and passed slowly from the cham-
bér, leaving mo much disturbed. It was
& bold d to have rejected the proffered
love of this queen among women, and
now that I hed done so I was notaltogeth-
er glad. Would Lily, I wondered, have
offered to descend from such state to cast
off the purple of her roysl rank that ahe
might lo st my side on the red stone of
sacrifice? Perhaps not. fof this flerce fidel-
ity is only to be found in women of anoth-
er breed. These daughters of the sun love
wholly when they love at all, and as they
love they hate. They ask no &dm to con-
sacrate their vows, mor if these become
hateful will they be bound by them for
duty’'s sake. Their own desire is their
law, but while it rules them they follow
it unflinchingly, and if neced be they seck
its consnmmation in the gates of death,
or, falling that, forgetfulness.

CHAPTER XVL
THE FOUR GODDESSES.

Bomo weary time went by, and at last
camo the day of the entry into Mexico of
Cortes and his conqucrors. Now, of all
the dolngs of the Spaniards after they oc-
cupied the city I do not proposo to speak
at length, for these uro matters of history,
and I have my own story to tell. Sol
shall only write of those of them with
which I was concerned myself. I did not
se0 the meeting between Montezuma and
Cortes, though I saw the emperor st out
to it clad like Solomon in his glory and
surrounded by his nobles. But I am sure
of this—that no slave led to the sacrifloe
carried 8 heavier heart in his bresst that
that of Montezuma og this unlucky day,
for now his folly had ruined him, and 1
think he knew that he was golng to his
doom.

Afterward, toward evening, I saw the
emperor come back in his golden litter and
pass over to the palace built by Axa, his
father, that stood opposite to and some 500
paces from his own, facing the western
gate of the temple. Presently I heard the
sound of & multitude shouting, and amid
it the tramp of horses and armed soldiers,
and from a seat in my chamber I saw tho
Spaniards advance down the great street,
and my heart beat at the sight of Chrls-
tlan men. In front, clad in rich armor,
rode their lender, Cortes, a man of middle
gize, but noble bearing, with thoughtful
eyes that noted everything, and after him
some few on horscback, but the most of
them on foot, marching his little army of
conquerors, staring about them with hold,
wondering cyes and jesting to cach other
In Castillan. They were buta handful,
bronzed by the sun and searred by battle,
some of them ill erined and alimost in rags,
and locking on them I could not but mar-
val at the Indomitable coursge that had
enabled them to pierce their way through
hostile thousands, sickness and war, even
to the homo of Montezuma's power.

By the side of Cortes, holding his stir-
rup in her hund, walked a beautiful In-
dian woman dressed in white robes and

By the slde of Cortes wallicd a beanfitul
ndlan wonen,

crowned with flowvers.  As sho passed the

palace she turned her tace. 1 knew her at

onco. It was mv friend Myripa _srho hnd

sired, und who, notwithstanding all tho
evil that she had brought upon her/coun-
try, looked most huppy in it andin her
master's love. 1

As the Spaniards went by 1 searched
their faces one by one, with the vague hope
of hate, for, though it might well chunce
that death had put us out of cach other's
reach, I hali thought to sece De Garcla
among the number of the congperors.
Such a quest as theirs, with its promise of
blood and gold and to his evil heartshould
it be in his power to join it, and a strange
instinot told me that lhe was not desd
But neither dead ndr living was heamong
those men who entered Mexico that day.

That night I saw Guatemee and asked
him how things went.

“Well for the kite that roosts in the
dove's mest,”’ he answered, with a bitter
laugh, “but very i1l for the dove. Monte-
guma, my uncle, has been cooing yonder,”
and he pointed to the palaco of Axa, ‘'and
the captain of she Teules has cooed in an-
gwer, but though he tried to hide it 1
could hear the hawk's shriek in his pi-
ﬁmn‘s note. Ere long there will be merry

oings in Tenoctitlan."

Heo was right. Within a week Montezu-
ma was treacherously selzed by tho Span-
{ards and kept a prisoner in their quar-
ters, watched dny and night by their sol-
diers. Then came cvent upon event. Cer-
tain lords on tho const lands, having kill-
ed some Spaniards, were summoned to
Mexico by the instigation of Cortes. They
came snd were burned alive in the court-
yard of the palace. Nor was this all, for
Montezuma, thelr monarch, was forced to
witness the execution with fetters on his
ankles. So low had the emperor of tho
Agtecs follen that ho must bear chains liko
a common felon. After this insult he
sworo allegiance to the King of Spain and
even contrived to capture Cacama, the lord
of Tezcuco, by treachery and to deliver
him into the hands of the Spaniards on
whom le would have made war, To them
also he gave up all the hoarded gold and
treasure of the empire to the value of hun-
dreds of thousands of English pounds. All
this tho nation bore, for it was stupefled
and still obeyed the commands of its cap-
tive king. But when ho suffercd the
Spanlards to worshlp the truc God in one
of the sanctuaries of the great temple a
murmur of discontent and sullen fury rose
among the thousands of the Aztees. It
filled the alr, it could be heard swherever
men were gathered, and its sound was llko
that of a distant angry sen.  The hour of
the breaking of the tempest was at hand.

Now, all this while my life went on as
before, save that I was not allowd to go
outside the walls of the palnce, for it was
teared lest 1 should flnd some means of
intercourse with tho Spaniards, who did
pot know that n man of white bluod was
confined there and doomed to sacriflee;
also in these days I saw little of the prin-
cess Otomnie, tho chief of my destined
brides, who sinco our strange love sceno
bod avoided me, and when we met at
feasts or in the gardens spoke to mo only

on indifferent matters or of the affairs of |

state. At length came the day of my mar-
riage. It was, I remember, the night be-
foro the massacre of the 600 Aztec nobles
on the oceasion of the festival of Huitzel

On thls my wedding duy I was treated
with great civemnstance und worshiped
like a god by tihwe highest in the city, who
came in to do mereverence und burned in-
cense before me till I was wenry of the
smell of it, for thouzh such strrow wus on
the land the priests would abute no jot of
their ceremonics or crueltics, nnd great
hapes were held that I, being of the ruce of
Teules, my sacrifice would avert theunger
of the geds. At sunset Iwas entertained
with a splendid feast that lusted two hours
or more, and at its end all the company
rose and shouted as with one voice:

Glory to thee, O Tezeat! Happy art
thou here on earth, happy mayst thou be
in the houses of the sun. When thou com-
est hither, rementber that we dealt well by
thee, giving thee of our beyt and intercede
for us that our sins may be forgiven. Glo-
ry to thee, O Tezcatl!"

Then two of the chief nobles came for
ward, and taking torches led me toa mag-
nificent chamber that I had never scen be-
fore. Here they changed my upparel, in-
vesting me in robes which wore still moro
splendld than any that I had warn hither-
to, being made of the flnest embroldered
cotton and of the glittering feathers of the
humming bird On my head thoy set
wreaths of flowers, and about my neck
and wrists emeralds of vast sizeand value,
and a sorry popinjay I looked in this attire,
that geemed more suited to a womap's
besuty than to mo.

When I wasarrayed, suddenly the torch-
es were extinguished, and for awhilo there
was gilence. Then in the distance I heard
women’s volees singing s bridai song that
was beautiful enough after its fushion,
though I forbear to write it down. The
singing ceased, and there came a sound of
rustling robes and of low whispering.
Then a man’s voice spoke, saying:

“ Aro ye there, ye chosen of heavent"

And a woman’s volee—I thought it was
that of Otomie—answored:

‘*We arc here.”

Y0 maldens of Anahuae, ' said the man,
gpeaking from the darkness, “‘and you, O
Tezeat, god among the gods, listen to my
words. Maidens, & great honor has been
done to you, for by the very choico of
heaven you have been endowed with the
names, the lovellness and the virtues of
the four great goddesses and chosen to
ablde awhile at the side of this gad, your
maker and your master, who has been
plensed to visit us fora space before he
goeks his home in the habitations of the
gun. Seo that you show yourselyves war
thy of this honor. Comfart him and cher-
ish him, that he may forget his glory in
your kindness, and when he returns to his
own place may toke with him grateful
memories and a good report of your peo-
ple. You have but a lttle whilo to live
at his side in this life, for already, like
those of acaged bird, the wings of his
epirit beat agninst tho bars of the fesh,
and soon he will shake himself freo from
us and you. Yet if you will it is allowed
toone of you to accompany him to his
home, sharing his flight to the houses of
the sun. But to all of you, whether you
gu also or whether you stay to méurn him

uring your 1life days, I say love and cher-
ish him, be tender and gentle toward him,
for otherwlse ruin shall overtuke you hero
and hereafter, and you and all of us will
be il spoken of in heaven. And you, O
Tezeat, wo pray of you to accept these
maidens, who bear the names and wear
the charms of your celestinl caonsorts,
far there are none more beautiful or better
born in the realms of Anshuae, and among
them is numbered the daughter of our
king. They are not perfeet indeed, for
perfection is known to you in the heaven-
ly kingdoms only, since these ladies are
but shadows and symbols of the divino
goddesses, your true wives, and here thero
are no perfeet women. Alas, we hnve none
better to offer you, and it Is our hope that
when it pleases you to pass hence you will
think Lkindly of the women of this lund
and from on high bless them wich your
blessing, because your memory of those
who were called ycur wives on earth s
pleasant. "’

The voice paused, then spoke agnin:

“Waomen, in your own divine nnmes of
Xochi, Xilo, Atla and Clixto, and in the
pame of all the [{0(18. I wed you to Tezeat,
the creator, to sojourn with him during
his stay on carth. Thegod Incarnate tnkes
you in marriage whom he himself created,
that the symbol may be perfect und the
mystery fulfllled. Yet, lest your joy should
Ea too full, look now on that which ¢hall

a.l'

As the volco spoke these words many
torches sprang Into flame at the far end
of the great chiunber, revenling a dreadtul
gight, for there, streteled upon a stone of
sacriflce, was the body of a man, but wheth-
eor the man Uved or was modeled In waox
1 do not know to this hour, though un-
less he was painted 1 think that he must
have been fashioned In wax, sinee his skin
shope white like mine. At the least, his
lHmbs and head weru held by five priests,
and a sixth stood over him clusping a4
kplfe of obsidinn In his two hands, It
fashed on high, und as it gleamed the
torches were extinguished, Then enme
the dull eccho of n Llow and & sotimd ul
groans, amd a!l was sifll tlll onee more the
brides broke cut into thelr marriage song
—n strunge chant, and o wild ol gwoeet,
though nfier what 1 hud seen and heard it
haed Little power Womeve o,

They sapiz on dn the darkness ever more
toudly till preserely vosiugle wreh waoe 1t
ot the wid of vhe chandeer, then ancther
and another, thutsh 1 eseld not soe who
1t them, and the vooer was o Lere of lght
Now the altar. the vietin snd the [|ri:'sm
were, all gone Therg wis, no upe lett

Eew o taCe  eXCCPL INYBGHL Baa iy 1our
brides. They were tall and lovely wom-
en, all of them clad in white bridal robes
starred over with gems and flowers and
wearing on their brows the cmblems of
the four goddesses, but Otomie was the
stateliest and most beautiful of the four
and scemed in truth s goddess. One by

sighing. and kneeling before me kissed
my hund, saylng: .

- *1 have been chosen to be your wife for
a space, Tezeat, happy maid that I am.
‘May the gods grant that I become pledsing
to your sight, so that you may love me as
1 worship youw /

Then she who had spoken would draw
back again out of earshot, and the next
would take her place.

Last of all came Otomie. She knelt and
gald the words, then added in a low volce:

*'Having spoken to you as the brideand
goddess to the husband and the god Tez-
eat, now, O Toule, I speak as the woman
to the man. You do not love me, Teule;
therefore, if it 18 your will, let us be di-
vorced of our own act who were wed by
the command of others, for so I be
sparcd some shame. These are friends to
me and will not betrey ua’ And she nod-
ded toward her companion brides.

“As you will, " 1 answered

.

“I thank you for your kindness, Teule,'’
ghe said, smiling sadly, And withdrew,
making obelsance, looking so stately o.mi
g0 sweet o8 she went that agaln my heart
was sheken as though with love. Now,
from that night till the dreadfu! hour &
gacrifice no kiss or tonder word passed be-
tween mo and the princess of the Otomia
And yot our fricndship and affection grew
daily, for we talked much together, and I
sought to turn her heart to the true king
of heaven. But this was not easy, for,
like her fathor Montezuma, Otomio clung
to the gods of her people, though sho hat-
ed the priests, and, ssve where the vietims
were the foes of her country, shrank from
the rites of human sacrifice, which shesald
were Instituted by the pabas, since in
tho early days there were no men offer-
ed on the oltars of the gods, but flowers
only. Dally it grew and ripened till, al-
though I scarcely knew it, at len%;l in
my heart, aftor Lily, I loved her better
thon any one on earth. As for the other
womon, though they were gentle and beau-
tiful, I scon learned to hate them., Stilli
feasted nund reveled with them, partly since
1 must, or bring them to a misorable death
becanse they falled to please me, and part-
1y that 1 might drown my terrors in drink
and pleasure, for let it be remembered that
the days left me on earth were few, and
the awful end drew near.

Tho duy following the colebration of my
marringe was that of tho shameless mas-
sucro uf 100 of the Azteo nobles by the or-
der of the hidalgo Alvarado, whom Cortes
hud left {n command of the Spaniards,
fur &t this time Cortes was absent on the
censt'tands, whither he had gono to moke
waur on Nurvaez, who had been sent tosub-
due him by his enany, Velusquez, the
governer of Cubn.
| Cnthis doy was celebrnted the feast of
Huiizew that wis held with soerilice, songs
aud dunees in the great court of the tem-
ple, that court which was surrounded by
a wall carved over with tho writhing
shapes of snakes It chanced that on this
morning before he went to join in the fes-
tival Guatemoe, the prinee, came to sce

me on a visit of ceremony. ‘
TO BE CONTINUED.

" 'he 01d Hickory Wagons, in-
comparable forever, still take the
Jend everywhere. Ramsey & Bland

onc they drew near to me, smiling and | th

HUMPHREYS’

Dr. Humphreys' Bpeciflcs aresclentifically and
earefully prepured Hemedles, used for years in
private prncl.& and for over thirty years by tho
people with entire success. Every eingle Speclfio
o speclal cure for the dlsease named.

T re without d smg or reducin
esyéu?mnnd m?eln f;‘::sc an '\fgg]ﬁ%g Eoverelgg
Remedies of the World,

wo. CURNR. PRICEE,
1-Fevers, Congestions, Inflammatlons.. .25
2—Worms, Worm Fever, Worm Colic.... .25
3—Teething; Collc, Crying, Wakefulness .25
4~Diarrhen, of Children or Adults..
w—Coughs, Colds, Bronchitls..........
S-Neuralgin, Toothache, Faceache...... «25
9—Hendnches, Slek Headache, Vertigo.. .25

10—-Dyspepsin, Billousness, Constipation. 25

11—-Suppressed or Painful Periods... .25

12-Whites, Too Profuse Perlods........... 25
13—Croup, Laryngitis, HOArSEDess.. ... .. .2‘;!
14-Snlt Rheum, Erysipelas, Eruptions.. .?u
15—-Rheumatism, Rheumatic Pains...... 25

16—Malarin, Chills, Fever and Agu@...... 25
19-Catarrh, Influenza, Cold in the Head, 235
20-Whooping Congh......ccoemraniaseen

27—Kidney Disenses .... 1
28-Nervous Debilty.cornierieesrninnen 1400
30-Urinary Wenkness, Wetting Bed.. .25

HUMPHREYS WITCH HAZEL OI1L,
“The Pile Olntment,”=Trial Size, 25 Ctu.

——
Bold by Drogglats, or sent post-pald on recaipt of price

Du, Hournnsrs' MANUAL (144 pages,) MAILED FAXE

HUNPHIREYS' HED.CO., 111 & 118 Willlam Bt., NEW YORK.

SPECIFICS.

W.L. BoucLAS
$3 SHOE nsihe
$5, CORDOVAN,
FRENCH&: ENAMELLED CALF.
54,5350 FINE CALF&KANGARDL
$5.59P0LICE,3SoLES,

.WORKI
2B T

| $2 4175 BovSSCHOILSHOES,
LADIES -

‘LAD
75

$392%502 1 5onG0L,

w, SEND FOR CATALOGUE

¥ Wr'L'DCUGLAS,

BROCKTON, MAS3.

You can save money b purchasing W, L.
Douglae Shoes,

Because, we are Lthe largest manufacturers of
adv:rtiue«l shoes in the world, and guarantee
the value by stamping the name and price of
the bottom, which protects you against high
prices and the middleman's profits, Ourshoes
equal custom work in style, easy fitting and
wearing qualities, We have them sold every-
where at?ower prices for the value given than
any other make. Take no subsutul;al ‘H, your

dealer cannot supply you, we can.

J. M. COBB.
EDGEFIELD, 8. C.

Use T. X. L. For Pa.

It Cures

RHEUMATISM, NEURALGIA,
TOOTHACHE, GRIP, AND
COLD IN ALL ITS FORMS,
CUTS, SORES, BRUISES,
SPRAINS, LAMENESS.

JIt always relieves when properly applied.

SOLD BY ARl DRUGGISTS.
Price 25 CENTS.

Prepared by T. X. L. CO.

C. M. DEMPSEY, Manager

can supply ynu and send you home
happy.

230 Main St., Columbia, S. C.

\

ontion,  GANDIDATER!

all kinds, and

tickets ready

"We are thoroughly and

completely equipped for the
execution of Job Work of

we are mak-

ing special rates on

as’ Tickets,

Drop us & Postal, giving
the number of Tickets you
want, and the office for
which you are a candidate,
and we Wwill have your

for you when

you come to town.
Address all orders to

THE ADVERTISER,
Edgefield, S. C.

S

Important Announcement

.TO THE READERS OF

THE ADVERTISER,

We have made arrangements with the publishers of

-~ 0UR & QU

To supply the consecutive weekly parts of this greai: serial ail;,

0l 10 CENTS ad One Commn Per Nomber

History, G
BCApEes ;
Homes and Home Life, C

Ko Other Work Like It 1t tands Alone!

Mountains, Roaring Cataracts, Waterfalls more Wondrously.

ful than a Poet’s Dream, Bewildering Canons, Charming

Valleys, Picturesque Lakes, Famous Caverns, Spouting Gey-
sers, Grinding Glaciers, Expansive Prairies, Evergreen

Majestic
Beauti

PICTURESQUE AMERIC

At theend of the regular series of 20 numbers there will be a

Special Grand Portfolio of Water-Colors,

s scenery as the great Natural Bridge of Vir-
Va; Niagara Falls; the Grand
he Coloradoin all ite wonderful and glorious colorings;
the Blue Ridge and ‘Alleghany.
etc; all reproduced in the

representing such famou
ginia; the Falls near Warm Springs,
Canan of t
scenery in the Rocky Mountaineg, in
Mountains; characteiistic Southern scenery,

elegant colored views
4. Be sure to get this Number.

We spend hundre
children,
ple do not reflect an
of “OUR OWN COUNTR
the wonders and beauties o

accompanied by a con
spiced with adventures,

The publisher’s price is 25 cents, but we are determined to_give
the readers of the ADVERTISER the same advantages that are offered
by the large city dailies, and accordingly, at considerable sacrifice on
our part, we have arranged to supply “OUR OWN COUNTRY,” on

the above terms.

The First Coupon will he Pubtished Next Week Lock ont for it

Now save your coupons aud dimes, for we have just what you
want: “OUR OWN COUNTRY,” represented in more than. .

500 Splendid and Wonderfol Photographs end Descriptions.

The grandest and most wonderful thing you ever saw. Published
in 20 congecutive numbers for only 10 cents each. First number ready
next week. . i ;

Every family in America wants and ngeds “OUR
TRY,” and it is a splendid present to send 1o your friends across the

It is the Story of Our Country and Its People.

It is America Photographed, Reflected, Pictured, and Described from. 55
Alaska to Florida and from Main to Texas. :

Scenery, nor all Houses and Streets, but it is America
as you would see it Reflected in a Mirror.

Ever-thing in America and America in Everything.
eography, Scenic Wonders, Famous Placee, Glorious- Land-
Everything About America, American Scenery, American:
. elebrated Historical Localities, the
Indians and their Surroundings, Wi.d Western Sceénes, -

Character Sketches Photographed, Our Great Battle-
fields and their Monuments, Homes of Celebrated
People, Places where Great Events haye Oc-
curred in Our Country’s History; Won-
derfully and Gloriously Beauti-
ful Beyond all Conception.

Grand, Sup

Forests Scented with the Pineapple and the Orange;
Everything that is Necessary to Compose a
Complete and Splendid -

——

==WATER COLORS==

by the new and beautiful Solar Printing Process. A sample of these
will be enclosed with each copy of Portfolio No

FLXIT ,m’?.w_ﬂw"ﬂ‘:l " g “‘

" “ur Guy Country.”~--Coupan Do. 8.

i EDGEFIELD ADVERTISER,

N Clip ort this coupon. enclose it in an envelope with 10 CENTS IN
E SILVER (no stamps), and address it to
Y

THE NATIONAL ART CO., Secarity Building, St Louis, Mo,

' or send direct to the publisher of this paper, and the Number of “OUR

' OWN COUNTRY" given ahove will be forwarded to your address by
' return mail. Don’t write anything on this coupon except your address.

BB LTI DN ELX T LTS

COUNTRY "<

OWN COUN-

It is not all- -

and Splendid !

ds and thousands of dollarsin educating’our

but all the books that were ever written about American peo-

d reproduce them like these magnificent Portfolios

Y.” We can not all afford to travel and see

f our native land, but for a few cents you can

possess a perfect photograpbic reproduction of Every Part of America,

tinuous and splendidly written description,
anecdotes, legends, stories of heroism, great™

historical events, and Nature’s most marvelous wonders. :




