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THE EDGEFIELD ADVERTISER, |other States, a masterly intriguer wouid need | authority, he would decline the appointment and | refer everything Lo thcj‘ren.clh revolution and ¢ district Boards of; coﬁlmjégiuners. all the magis- [ that if .opm taxation were lerie'd'.t'ijl_lﬂj-"f and [ so LarBulént, sn hinbdl fo " B J”iﬁﬁlﬁ of atr-
48 PUBLISIED EVERT WEDNESDAY MORNING BY ! only to control majorities in eight of the State | send the election back to the peaple, The in-! the French revolution g everything (laughter.) | trates nid 2l the managers “of. elections. eqanlly” iha!-,d}w ts would be.® 'll__gd to | bition; 8o eoiflict jﬁ«m Il[ﬂil ﬁimh‘,‘hi’:‘x'tu
W. F. DURISOE & SON i Legislatares, to secure his elevation to the | dignation of the people cried aloud fur ven- Now I think the Frenchzrevolution has beena | Now whom dowe elect and who are we? I too | severil mlre men)ipza'on’ {8 flbor " ti5n they | few mbm&ers“ Presclected. | THW conafart v
s S i proudest and most powerful office that any man | geance from one end of the Republic to the | preat God-send to collegn boys at least, for be- | am no demngagus: (lgughter,) 1 know that T am.| are noy, but I leave -that for o more fitling oc- {-tation in";up-souptry réprescatntion. virtnally
{ ever filled. Tuke for example New York, Penn- | other. The great mass of them ever afterwards | 1ore that stariling eventyit was fashionable to regarded’ as an o M hﬁﬁ%ﬁ:ﬁahm or if you ficasiom. . aadiy.pass;on  to_the othetbzhouse,’ leaves.the parishes in, possession: mqﬂ, of thy

"Two DoLLARs per year, if paid in advance—Two !

Dotrars and Fiery Centa if not paid wi
‘expirntion of the year. All subscriptions not distinct-
"5 limited at the tirme of subscribing, will be consider-
‘sd ax made for an indsfinite period, and will be con

thin six | joint vote of cighty-five in the electoral college.
‘mwn'hs—and Turek DoLraRa if not paid before the | How many members constitute the legislatures
{ of these States, including both Senators and
| Representatives ?

sylvania and Ohio,  Inrge Stales which have a

Only 427, a majority of

delighted to punish both Mr. Clay and Mr | refer everything to Greece and Rome, and
Adams, while they reveled in the Inxury of re. | Greeee and Rome to everything (laughter.) and
warding Gen. Jackson; and 1 believe that the | I fully expected when the gentleman touched
latter owed hix fast hold upon the affections of  upon the days of the gitilotine and the reign of
the American people during his life, and upon | terror, that he would go o1T to Greece and Rome
their veneration aince hix death, more to the ! next (langhler.) Bal seriously,if the gentle-
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chouse, as a het
] amuas wall ek
that they estgsf¥y
who deserves ttss
*tell ou frapk
nothing but’el

héieapitol; = Trhope
) 6340 - that body in

s talled-tezpider the other day,
] for alluding. to it by ita' proper name, and by
the way, I think we ought to alter the rules of
the House in that respect. ‘It is & rule that we

experience and nci gf the Jeginiatore, , Agn

ity
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‘the” up-country AT ‘nlways divide
having four. times as many candidates
offiéé, the parishes ean select with 'which (Tihe
to co-operate :n vlertions, or with what favtion
to unite in leginlstiom:: ‘Parties; factions, club

Yinued nntil all arrearages are paid, or at the option of | Whom would be 215. Take five of the other ! J e oHIAPEC ;
Publisher. ' Subscriptions frum other States must | States, say Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Indi- | corruption which defeated his first election than | man's objection te thegbill be well founded, | to.every sectioitog§ te~=for nothing more. | have adopted without any just reason from |juntas, cliques, and voteries, unite.-ordividwin
YxvaRiABLY be accompanied with the casn. iana and lllinois, which have & joint vote of | tv any other single cause. that the people cannot govern themselves—that | But to come back*{gymy argumnent.. ho are | Great Britain, because as the House of Lords{voting for or men. :meantiren. - Al}sindividenlity

ApveatiseMents will be conapicuoasly inserted at -
75 conts per Square (12 lines or less) for ‘the first in- |
wartion, and 37t cents for each subsequent insertion. |

:gin, will bs continued until forbid and charged nccor-

-diate, legilima‘tu business of the firm or individual |

- i el Adver must be paid | 110 well for us, that the other States have | both in and out of Congress, Mr. McDaflie's | there was in Rome whelher Senate, which had. | no di . T

For a ing a Candidate, Thres Dollars, 1x | Ziven this eliction to the people, while e have | proposed amendment was defeated in Congrens, | the chief appointing pawer to-oflice could be | but very little,if .uny abiove an average specimen | of the -judiciul districts, Benufort, -Colleton, | tem, because being . the: sirongeat Pt i
ADVANCE. forborne to do it; for if they had kept it in the | but it has been virtually adopted by all the | bought and sold? or iffhe prefers, how much |-of the middle classesin onr districts. But not- | Charleston, Georgetown, Orangebarg and Sum- | State, that aro always ﬂ“i!ﬁlf-;di‘fff:

For Advenising Estrays "Tolled, Two Dollars, to be | hunds of their legislatures, as we have, 1 verily | Siates in the Union, except oura. They forced, | liberty there was in Vepite when  The Couneil | withstanding. this whenXwe arrive -here, how is | ter is sub-divided into election districts ‘called | all partiBs in the “yp.cavotry. - bid, JoF.
1paid by the Magistrate advertising. believe in all sincerity, that the Union would | one afier another of the legislatares, to give the | of Ten™ did all the vafing, mnde all the laws | it that we hold on 1o so much power for our. | parishes. Beaufort by this arrangement .bas |.country » i‘ﬂftfﬁ‘w Inref dictate ¥
S—— | have dissolved long ere this. It must have bro- | eleotion of electors to the people, and by a well | and attended to thejg#pention? The gentle- | selves, How iy.that we have ucquired, so. much | four sensators, Colleton- three, Charleston ten, | in'legislation, as_théy never will permii

SPEECH OF MR. TILLMAN, orgnnized system of county, district, State and | man should not haveg€erred to any branch of*.more political wisdom on the road from our | (she alwaye fakes eare of herself;) Georgetown || to be: pAaved'ex: pl-'%ﬁﬁﬁi
On several Bills to give the Election of | Yy-one ealing cancers, which this same thing of | national conventions, they produce concert of the Celtic race for factsi « his | homes to- this place. I insist upon it we either | two,’ ’ two. - 11 culs e ulir eonfused’
Electors of President and Vice President | electing a President by the State legislatures | aetion throughout the union in all elections for | position. It he witbdigad. Da. Liebor's Civil | acquire more wisiom on the soud, or ought todo | districts proper have above 12,000 squaré miles | our adherence 1o, Jywig
% the peuple, delivered in the House of | Would have engendered. It is notorious that | President. Some may object toall this extra Liberty, he will there Jd the information, that | so, because we consider ourselves entitléd and | of tix"paying terrory; My thabrviu pusii 1ty it A T
R aisves. Deceinbér "1 1855, the election of Presidential electors was given to | constitutional machinery, but the people, or at | no tribe of the Celtic f3ily ever enjoyed Liber- | able to exercise a great many more powers kere | They also jpossess: ahove 163,000 more white | the Thirfy, y8 % Slrogely i
Z : . the peoplg in many of the States to prevent cor- least all of them outside of South Cﬂfﬂliﬂll, Ly. The)" go nol for -._ wrly and union, but too an I'think we can jl.ldi(."i.l.‘ll.‘ls!}’. +] have a]\\’aj‘s inhabitants, above 61,000 more slaves “d 'bo'e: Dolﬁﬂlslqﬂd;n l_l‘[‘p‘.jlimtq:!’f Ty p™

There seems to be an honest difference of | ruption in their lewislaturen, or at least, this was | have unalterably decided two things: 1st. That | much for wniry. [tisifrom the Anglo Saxon | thonght; that " Legislatores were instituted to | $53,000,000 more.of property ":'F‘”dmzmwa.‘ﬁ” 2ater diffie f'.!!y,!‘;f jow_dividing Tiotd >
opinion, Mr. Chairman, between the members | one of the many arguments used bythe friends of | the Presidential electiun xhall no longer corrupt | race that we liave sprang. [t is their example | make laws, but [ think thie Legislature wns do- | Inst federal census,‘and the last annual report of _aqd;ﬂ'eé@il althrughi‘they eh ~"f§¢‘e'vﬂ1 tter -
upon this floor, 2s to_the parties in whom the | reform, as the newspupers of the lime, and able | State Leginlatures, and 3d. That the election of { that we are nccnslumeﬁzlo cite und follow in [‘signed to make elections. [ assert emphatically | the comptroller general, and with referencé to:| reéasons for thed fadiciil” Sd Polieifdvisan -

than Pendleton.  Heich ‘(He persifiant! refoil =

Constitution of the United Statea vests ‘the
right of electing Presidential Electors. A por.
tion of this House maintain that the right is
vested in the Legislature and another portion
insist that it was intended by the framers of the
Federal Constitution to vestit in the people.
‘For my own part, [ believe it is equally consti.
tutional for the legisluture to choose Presiden-
tial Electors, or for the people to do it, but at
‘the same time, | am one of those, who incline to
the opinion, that expedicney and sound poliey
require that the power should be vested in the
people and not in the Legislature.
" My first proposition is, that the choice of
Presidential Elcctors ought to be given to the
ople to prevent the corruption of the State
gislatares.. If it is rl'gl;r. and expedient for
South Carolina to elect Flexidential £llectors by

sixty-three_for President, and ad
these five States to the thred, I have already
When only published Monthly or Quarterly $1 per ; named and you get a majority of the electoral
‘square wiil be charged. All Advertisements not having . colle
the dexired number of insertions marked on the mar- | o]
ingly. | eight States, as they are organized at this time?

Those desiring to ndvertise by the yearcan do so on | 967 aud no more, so that, this small number of
Hliberal terms—it being distinctlv understoud that con- | men could elect a President, if the legislatures
‘tracts for yearly advertising are confined to the imme- | of the States refered to had the election of Pre-
sidential electors, s in the case in South Carolina.

ken into pieces, from the corruplion of the thir-

speeches yet extant will show. This is espe-
cially true of New York, and I challenge denial
from any gentleman upon this floor, that the
election of electors was there given to the peo-
ple under the lead of Senator Tallmadge. in
consequence of the intrigues of Murtin Van
Buren with the legislature, to secure the nominn-
tion of Mr. Crawford of Georgia.
again repeat, in consequence of his proposals to
bribe and corrupt that finally carried the measure
through the New York Legislature. J know
that it has been frequently alleged in this State,
that the election of electors wus given to the
people in the other States, by the struggles of
party for power. This is in some sort true, hut
the proposition is not fuirly stated, since the
parly or parlies who effected the reform in all
the other States urged its necessity to prevent

the vote of

e which at present is but 295. Now what
be a majority of the legislatures in these

It was, [

Such was the horror wit

to the mode of electing DPresident.
| man than George MeDuflie introduced the bill |
| for that purpnse, and it was not enly advocated

by him, but by Col. Drayton of thix State,and ;
a number of others—great and powerful men,

President shall, if it ean porsibly be averted, ne-
ver aguin be thrown into the Honse of Repre-
sentatives. It is now the settled policy of cur
people to vote for but one of two candidates for
the Presidency—they bury all minor differcnees |
of interest, passion or principle to keep the |
election odl of the IIouse; and although some |
of the Stales, as Masanchusettz, Teunessee,
Kentucky and South Carolina have oceasionally
thrown away their vote, nr rather refused to
vote for either of the regular nominees, yet, the
great controlling vote has invariably been east
for one or the other of the two general nomi-
nees since 1828. [ will cite four remarkable
inslanees to prove this,

There was a time when an ebullition of popu-
lar passion rained a strong party in this counlry
against the wide spread and seeret order of |

h which the people | they cannot make »'wise. chaice of Presidgntial
regarded the election of President by the feder- | Electors and that therefore their Legislature
al House of Representntives, that another at-: must do it for them, how is it. that the people
tempt was made, even during the administration | have intelligence, virtueand judgment enough
of Adams in 1826, to amend the Constitut.on as | genevally, to elect efliciint police officers ‘and
No less a ! good representalives

politicul seience. 'l‘he:&anllemnn did cite the
evils of popular elections in some of the * hire-
ling States” as he caliod them and "in which
epithet I nlly concur. 7But did not my friend
from Abbeville (Mr, Noble) challenge” him to
rive an instance in theftsouthern States where
danger had ovearred fi
the people. He did no
to do it. On the cont

are given to the peopl

nd wise action.

\make their lawa? IF
fiee institntions cannol:long survive popuolar
elections, 1 wonld like éXeeedinely to have him
tell me how much freedom there is where no
popalar elections exist 23 Orhow much freedom

Ih history to sustain his

n.giving the election to
p'it, nnd 1 defy him now
. whereyer the elections
spirit of inguiry is arous-
ed and inguiry provokes: discudsion, diseus-
sion stimulates thoughtgghought produces speceh,
specch produces action
not the least of the
advanced in favor of
people, that it would

It is
uments which may be
¥ing this election to the
istruct them.. As things
stand now, our punp[c}:ém\' comparatively noth-
ing of State polities, “whilé they are perhaps

#
we? Are. we any -thing more than a fair speci-
men of the men in ogr distrjuts? (laughter) I
have heard it remnr]ﬁé%ﬁdﬂoﬁﬂatnmk are but
well dressed mobs, or Tiké “other great nssem-
blies of men. [ believe if was Mr."Madison who
went so farin one of liis state papers as to.ob-
serve, that no body.of men, even of the wisest
and most virtuods in ‘the :world, could ‘get
together and.gngage’ii exciting discussions with-
.out degenerafing intn:inobs; -~ Of course I mean
srespeet, when I #ny that we.nsa body are

that we.nre an assgmbly of electors rather than
of Legislators, and I sy this without meaning
any offence, us 1 have the espril de corps ut heart
as much s any gentleman upon the floor.

Let me enumerate a list of the .offreers whom
-we eleét. 1 have writlen them down hurridly,
béeause I conld not name them all readily from
memory, and mow I fear that I have omitted the
names of'some. To say. nothing of our own
officers, we eclect, the Governor, Lieutenant-
Governor, Secretary-of State, two Treasurers;
Comptroller General, Surveyor General, Adju-
tant and Inspector General, Attorney General,
five Solicitors, ten Judges, twenty-eight Com-
missioners in Equity,one Master und pneRegister
in Equily for Charleston, one Assessor and one
Eschentor fur Charleston; a President and
twelve Direetors of the Bank.of the State, twen-

once governed the Commons, the latter enacted
the rule in self protection. But this is a digres.
sion. In the other end of the eapitol there are
twenty-three senators from the parishes and onl
twenty-two from the districte.” I trust we sha
have twenty-three after a while. Our. upper
‘House is organized upon the principle that-each |
election district shall have one senator always,
Each of the judicial distriets in the up-country |
is alao nn election district and therefore each of
the districts proper, has only one senator.. Each

two, Orangeburg two and Sumhi;.t\ftl';""l,‘hfa%

‘the five' items of land, live .stock, implementa:
and machinery, town lots and slaves, estimating
the latter at $500, per head and counting the
-wealth of the City of Chques{anras 'so much
parish properly, The five items of property: to.
-which-1 h'n;:e :J-referred -are ‘the 'cnlyp[qg;‘iﬂmte.
indices of the' relative wealth of the twosée-.
tions, Ihave purposely excluded any’ account|
of household and kitchen farniture [langhtes]!
.plate, jewelry, ready eash, bank and railway
stock, merchandize and the like, of which the
districts undoubtedly have more than the par.
ishes. Now this excess of territory, white pop-
ulation, slaves and property in the districts is
virtually without representation_in the Senate.
And just as much senatorinl representation ns
the parishes hnve more than’they ought, just
that much Zess have we got than we ought to

of the represemtative is .fi
stakes; the spoils, the :honots, Ahe. nalasies ard
the leading: object with esch , indixelnl Zetaber -
more than the good of his cpgn '
séntative is thus corrnpted by the o
ration of our governmeyt, There tn

dinary . oceasions:-when mpy.:gavernment may
produce-corruptian;ia itsdegislatite. oflicars bt
that government; whicl, by. it» erdingry.opgration
produces such .corruplion, as-ours aught nghoto

stand, The parishesare the canker of,

ticolar,” Hence v

R
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of Soiith Carolifia’th givc the ¢fectin bf ‘Wradh
dentisl electoraTo the-penple; béentridra mujorlly
of Lhe legislature: e cat this Yoiéiof thie Stats,
atid the parishiés,as:bhave i shown,:iean. always
coatroli theslegialature. ~And’ henre: nlio b
‘refural. ofithe!Siatd. 10:take, any.uhin Prest
dential electionx, although she: remnips in the-
Union andgparticipatck fif the eginlation 6 Gon.
gress, and eonitinués to submit thirenmies r
citizens to the adjndieation af the fédeniFénirre,
By refusing to give the: clecfinty’ to -the'‘psople,
she refuses to g intn'the mativnal: ectventid, -
because the pevple need-take no, ! interest:ln (e
malter, as they can have.na :uliimate, epairal
over the vole of the State,.op ;acgount, of Jhe

ind because furtbier-the people in Jonth.Caro-

the Legislature, it is equnll_y 50, that he Lfgi&. carruftion in the State legislutures. Free-Masons, And this anti-Masonic party or- | better schooled in federal affairs than those of | ty Truslees of the South Carolina College, nine  have, Hum‘g if senatorial rep_resentahoti_j:e lina &ire wholly unacquainted with the canvention
latures of all ghe other States l._hl:u nion®l oo Qe significkat fack, whigh goes to strengthen | ganized for palitical purposés, and had the | any other State in theUnibn. IL is the busi- | Regents of the Lunatic Assylum, six Visitors baged npon either territory, white population, | or caucus system a5 it in sneeringly "t‘!’-‘“!t‘#ib.y
It is adscriio ness of the parish gentfémen to @ag the newspa- | of the State Military Atademies, all the com. slaves, or property of the State, the excess of | some, By the Siate refusing to go inta the'by-

should do the™ame thing.
will not work both ways.

would be the effect it all the
latures were to elect Presidental Efecton
South Carolina does.. The wi6le nymber
members of both Hous Aegislafores 1

A
xll the thirty-one Sigtes'@this, Uniongris but
4,316. It would wge‘. Bressary tumve a

wajority in each gllature gocorirol th

“-votg‘of the Stafin ghe ElastoraPOoH [
HIPTEToID 11 W o WeTo 10«

of the members of “all

Union by two it would give only 2,158 members

and then add two, or even three hundred mem

Lors wore, to sceure Inrge and ample majurities |,

in each Legislature, and ‘we would have—say | office, and it by perliaps right that co one man
2500 men to control the whole vite of the ! should fill that all controlliiz office for so long

whole Electoral College, in the election of Pres-
ident of the United States.

Now who is the President? You may talk
about the power of the Czar of Russia—about
- the departed glory and magnificence of the Em-

peror of Rume, but wir, neither of them ever
- had the power of the President of thess United
Statew. | admit, that his powera are restruined.,
1 admit, that he is controlled by constitutional
checks, but he, and he alone, regulates the
mighty machinery of both our Federal and State
overnments in all their important actions.  No
lgﬂls than 300,000 men hold their commissions
as officers, nt the will of the President. No
less than 885,000,000 sre expended and disbur-
wed every - year at his dictation. or at least for
the two fiest vears of his term, beeause the very
Bllot which wecures the cieetion of a President,
likewise seeures the election of a majority in
Conaress, whom he can control, and whose po-
litieal sympathies are entirely with him.  When
baeked: by these countless offices, with their
high honors and fat salaries, together with the
numerous other instrumenta of power, always
at the command of a judicious President. there
is no doubting the fact, that he ean prescribe
the leginlation of Congress, in a great measure,
during his whole term of office, beeause in addi-
tion to these elements of power, he also has that
of the seto.

The election of President is in reality
the election of all the officers who constitute
the federal government, and it likewise controls
the disbursement of nearly $400,000,000. Such
being the case with all these splendid offices,
and ull this vast amount of money at his alwost
absolute eommand, what would be the effect, it
this combined and ull powerfu! influence, were
brought to bear, by the skilful hand of such a |
;sman as Martin Van Buren, upon 2500 members |
.of the State Legislatures, previously elected nnd |
allowed to vote for Prexidential” electors by |
secrel baliot, au is now done in South Carolina,

. m -~
people ifFth
agre and povgcofithe F. c%@
eprrupling nid operaling, w
Lpling i

upon the [efulmare

ander consideration,
electors onght to be given to the people to
prevent the election of President from devol-
ving upon the Federal House of Representatives;

his efecljen, was given to the
Stares

prevent the patron-
vernment [rom®
undue influence

cottrage Lo aspire even to dictate who should e |

Lresifent.  William Wirt, who had fow superi- |

iha

a

oo Mot of th

Ve DmLers of men capable ol boing e

1
|

« period as eight years. Previons to giving the |

election to the penple in most of the States, the
general rule was to re-elect the President, be-
canse of the overwhelming influence which his
oflice gave him over the State legislatures.

My sceond proposition in support of the bill
in that the election of

and | maintain that the other States have given
the election to the people in part to prevent the
recurrence of such an appalling event. This
Union consists of thirly-one States, as sovereign
communities, which are so distant from each
other; their organizations so separate and dis-
tinet; their centres of action so remote ; their
interests so eonflicting ; their principles so anta-
gonistie, that there rarely could ever be, at this
stage of the Republic, sullivient coneert of coun-
sel and action among the legislatures Lo rally o
majority of the electoral college upon any onc
man. The result therefure in most conlests for
the Presidency would be, that the election counld
only be decided by the Federal House of Rep-
resentatives. As long as Washington lived,
he headed a party of his countrymen, to whom
his will was law, and hence there never was any
formidable oppusition to him, or his successor,
whom he named. But at the very first election
after his death, what a spectacle did the country
behold. The election of Presidentinl electors
wus then in the hands of the legislatures, which
voted for President on different duys in nearly
every State. - The aspirants ‘for Presidentiul
bonors intrigued with the leading members of
each Legislature, who had previcusly been elee-
ted, and the election was thrown into the House.
"Several days were spent in fruitless ballots, and
at last two States, Delaware and Seath Caroli-
na, appalled at the approach of anerchy, voted
blank,and Mr. Jefferson was clected. He im-
mediately bestowed high rewards upon those

The State elections for bath branches of the
several legislatures in the Union, oceur at nn-
merous and irregular periods of the year, and
the tenure uf office in both branchen is likewise

eatly divérsified. For instavce, the mombers
of the House of Representalives in thirteen
States hold office for only one year while in the
other eighteen States, they hold it for two years.
Again, Senators in the six New England States,
hold their commissions for but one year. In
eight of the States, they hold (wo years. In two
of the States, New Jersey and Pennsylvania,
they hold three years, and in all the other fifteen
States, they hold for the long period of four
years. Let it be borne in mind " that the time,
for holding State eleetions is generally fixed by
the State constitutions, not by statute. Let it
also be remembered, that Congress can and does
‘nrescribe the time for choosing Presidential elec-
tors, while the States are left to regulate the

!

who voted for him in the ITouse, as well as up-
on those who had coutrolled the State legisla-
{tures. But at the same time, he recommended
| reform, and the constitution was amendcd, aa to
the mode of electing President, and for the last
time up to this hour.

Subsequent to 1801, two candidates for the
Presidency were generally put forward by Con-
gressional eaucuses, s® as to co.operate and
unite public opinion upon one man by the party
in power, and upon another by the party in op-
position. This was done evidently to avert the
catastrophe of the election being again thrown
into the House. Under this system, the elec-
tion of President glided on smoothly, until the
age of peace, as it was called, camn on, when
four competitora for the Presidency were in the
field—Mr. Adnms, General Jackson, Mr. Clay
and Mr. Crawford. In consequence of Con-

ors ™ any age, or country, thonght this party of |

sn:iﬁdﬂ'&g‘ abilitygo wirrnnt him in qeeep-

e | ting 1 ﬁﬁg\lnlim" the Presidenc¥."ﬂul
: o e )

choosing a [

Y nnp

LICUIOEY 01 UL Preseinn, wie sy, )
and Lile have vespeetively heen run Ly the
abolition party fur President at each of the three |
last Presidential eleetions,  Yet as slrong as
that party undoubtly are at the North, and as
fierve us has been their warfiure upon us, neither |
of their candidates carried a single State. nor goi |
even a respectable vole inany State, snch was |
and is the anxiety of every patriotic American to |
prevent the choice of President from being left |
to the House of Representativea. 1 am aware |
that much has been said here ahout the inabili- |
ty of the present convention system, and the elee-
tion of Presidential Electors in the other States
by the people, to reflect the real public will in |
‘resident,  But

argument to sustain the allegation. I
ercise of franthise is merely & roluntary act.

without any authurity of la
bly conelude, that they take as much interest in i d
voting for a DPresident in other States, as in | =
casting their ballot for a constable, or county
clerk.

1 have other propositions to submit, but the
two upon which I have already enlarged carry
conviction to my mind, and us other gentlemen

aguinal the bil, [ shall now proceed th answer |

objection came from the gentleman from Laurens | r

to giving this election Lo the peaple, nor opposed
to giving up our present system of elections and
legislation generally, merely on scconnt of its
antiquity in the polity of the State.  But1 must
confess that after following him closely in his ||
remarks, | thought he arrived at the conelusion, | i
that he was opposed to this ehange on no other
ground than the antiguity of the present system |
of eleeting Presidantial electors in South Caroli- |
na. In reply to him, I have only Lo say. that at
the time our net of 1792 was ratified this Union
comprised but thirteen or fourteen States, with
wome 15,000, or 20,000 nnimportant offices, with
a nparse population of but little over 3,000,000
and & federal revenue of only about $5.000,000.
Since that time. the mammoth corporation, xo to
speak, of the federal government, has grown to
such huge proportions—the number of States
added to this conlederncy has becn wo great, its
population has increased so rapidly, its wealth
has necumulated wo fust, and the facilities of
corruption could now operate so fearfully, that
if the other Stales were to clect Presidentinl
electors as we do, [ honestly believe befvre my
God, that this Union could not stand the shoek
of three Presidential elections, beeause of the
corruption that would exist in the state legisla- |
tures, or be engendered in  Congress, by throw-
ing the election into the Hounee. 1 therefure ap-
peal to him to hunt up a betler argument than

pers and divert the at
their own domeslic
ever direeted to th
Washipgton.
mote 1 Uncle

tion made belore, agun ana agq
flror, :
and strange to tell it has never been eontradie. |,
ted within my |iﬂ"}\'1i=‘1_'-"‘. as it might Dave "pever, | believe, more than tour weeks,  And as
woling boasts of being a live  we have Lo cleet on Lhe average, ahbout one
trade Siate—claims to be at the head of the | fourth of these oflicers at every session of the
State rights section o the Demoeratic party. | Leaislature, frequently holding two or three
and yet if her Legislaure has always rellseted | Lallotts in one clection—how much time is left
the popular will in theappeintment of Presidens | gs to legislate.  Nearly every member of this
tial electors, and instrieting them for whom to | Lody always has a friend who'is either a declared
vote, why was the voloof the State once given | candidate or an aspiant for sume oflice, now or

to Willie I, Maigum.t man who has long been |

famons only for his cosolidation whiggery and I

livan,

ptions and misdeeds o

s e

i

1

[ have scen it agaii

-

Sonth Cu

tion of the people from
Wiies and  keep their cyes

We (ferefore aiways seo the

ee
Samfeye, while we overlook
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his excessive devotion o hix potations?
ng that vote, is said (0 | \WWe must consequently treatand be treated, feast
very ex- | have acted as the peqle desired ? Was thal | ypd be feasted==ull of this consumes at least half
No '[ vote the refleeted willof our gallant people ?

I remember well ance | jian.

I liuve yet heard no | yet onr legislature, in asti

man can be furced to vote in any clection, and | No. sir, I think not.
28 the people hold periodieal and regular elec- | standing in
tions for delegates Lo their conventions, althongh | ber of Congress at
W, wWe miusl reasomit- | Wi

some of the objections which have been urged | ther point.
against giving this election o the people. One | any man know that

(Mr. Simpson:) T understood him, in the outset | Preside
of his remarks, to say that he was not opposed | xecret ballot
of us vote?
want its vole east futDonglass at the next

Prosidentinal election, suld instroet its repre-
sentatives to give thatste, could not thase re- | gap give an honest and independent vole on such

| Willie I, Mangnm, or iy one vlse !
people of Fdgefield ev know whether their | people, as the bellnt system here mocks the
wishes had been obeyr or not?
than folly then to sayhint this legislatnre re- | Jigitor's commission, a judge’s gown, or a gov.
flects the popular willn the appointment of | epyors eap upon theic favorite, however worthy
Presidential eleetors, oin any other of the nu- | e yay be.

merous eleetivns that ke place here,
in no way of asceriaint the faet, and it is but
assertion when the rems is made.  Even if the
popular will conld be certaived, there is no
way of carrying il outere, as our State gov-
ernment is al present (nn!zed. Indeed, sir, I
maintain that the peopht South Carolina have
but very little to do w their government, ex-
cept to feel ils oppreons, cither in making
laws, or in saying who dl expound and enforee
them. It is u painful ity, but I assume the
respansibility of makingood what [ have waid.

a heel in Washington City,
wn this South Caraln lavorite for the Presi-
reeded by, and aever [elt the binsh of
rise s0 tfif_;h on uy eheek, as when my

ehey
hame

distinguished compani pointed and said to we, |
Fwitha Uland smile, *dd nol your State onee §
[ vote for Manaun for Pesident I
qut be suid this legislitre has always refleeted
i 1l
will desire to nddress the committee buth for and | s

Then let it

1 popular will of Scth (_L':u'an:t, orif it is
id, let it not go uneatradieted.

Let me take the gentmin (o task upon ano-
How doehe know? Ilow can
th- legislature  bas always
ellected the will of 12 people in voling for
utial electors? Jo we not voie liere by
2—Can thpeople know huw any

Suppose.hat my district should

srosentatives come herand cast their suffinges
ndividually or colleetily for Buehanan, Cass,
T Counld the

It is worse

"There

And now, Mr. Chuirn, [ feel that | am go-

ing to tread upon veryensitive ground, but 1
shill endeavor to keepy own temper snd will

not wound the feeling€ any one farther than
may be neeessary Lo iehe truth.  [am justifi-
ed in dving so, since owf the strongest vbjee-

And

company wih a distingnished mem-

missioners of the varions- district boards of
pulice, all the magistrates and all the managers
of elegtions.in-the whole State—that is the eata-
logue ol Stite officers, whom we elect. Desides
these w¢'alo elect two United States Scnators

L
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again in print, I.‘I::I:’L sirg we eleat them by ballut. " This aetiernl | the legisiture vices o

sembly scfilom sits longer than three, and

vacant,  We are therefore, all
with each vther, and the eandi-
ants muost electioneer with us—

shortly to bs
eleetioneerer
dates and ¢

Cof onr lime, whiclh shonld be devoted to lemis-
| ] -]

P will next underiake to show that onr vates
Lin fegislation are bissed; yea. often controlled,
- by the votes which we intend to give, or hope to
| peceive in elections fur our friends, or ourselves

! {lor wembers of this legislature, are often, very
olten. o ofien condidates here themselves, and
candidales or at least aspirants for years at that.)
Every sound minded man must elearly perceive,
that it eandidate or aspirant is at all times previ-
jons to the clection, anxious to inerease his popa-
Jarity with those who are to pass upon his pre-
tenlions; hence, that in any greal exeitement,
extending either to the whele, or, a part of the
electors, such office-secker or aspirant must
and will be politic, or, in convertable terms, pru.
dent and timid.  These great excilements con-
stantly oecur in every legislative body, and in
ours, they [or the most part, ulways assume a
sectional direction,  Henee, no candidate, no as-
pirant for any oflice in the gitt of this nasembly,

foceasionse e cannot even act as a true man
{and statesman onght, for the reason that it wouli
| be in vain to appeal [rom the legisliture to the

| people and prevents them from bestowing a so.

And there are still other agencies, which op-
erate with almost dietatorial foree upon the votes
of representatives here in many matters of leg-
islation. The bank of the Stule, the private
banks. the railroads, the college, the millitary
aeademies, and the lunatic asylum, although but
corporations, are yet what might be called a
third. and the most powerful branch of our leg-
islature. The bank of: the State has four mil-
lions of the people’s monoy, and we manage it
We elect the ollicers who have inlluence here.

either in favor of the districts as before given
‘must actually be maltiplied by fwo to ascertain
how much of either basis is' unrepresented in
the Senate from the districts to give them equal
senatorial representation-with the parishes. The
=~richos know Lhis and hence the tenacily with
. .7 **== for no man,

power vol-

‘ §

. 18 Or-

‘he parishes
ing else re-
two liou-

ntage. As
o = it officer in
the State and as the districts have nearly four
times a3 much white population as the parishes,
it is evident, upon a general principle that they
must also have four times as many candidates
for offices in the gift of the legislature, as the
parishes. This is the stronghold of their power
and the seeret ballot here is the masked battery
from behind which, they strike down every
champion of the up country, and it is the iron
chnin which binds and subjects 221,734 people,
the real men of the Siate, to 58,651 saints of
the parishes—it is the anchor which has kept
our ship of Stale in one posilion ever since
1808. Now for the oligarchy. What is the
policy always pursued by ambitious men in
Sonth Carolina? Itis to gain power at home,
or in their individual election districts and swap
it oft in the Legislature. No aspirant for State
honors eares one iota about eultivating the peo-
ple outside of his own clection district. The
result is, that about half a dozen of what are
called leading men in each distriet hitch teams
—ecarry the loeal elections for the Legislature,
either for themsclves or their tools, and sell
their district’s vote in the Legislature, either in
matters of election or legislation, to promote
themselves to the high oflices.

They, however, give and take. A eabal in
one district will join ita forces to u coterie in
another district and these iwo will unile
with & clique in & third district, and so on
throughout the State, until a regular phalaox is
formed, 50 as always to have a majority ready to
fill any vacancy that may occur, The apoils of
office in South Carolina are partitioned regulan
ly in this way, and yet we rail against the cor-
ruption and intrigue, which secures federal offi-
ces by taking a part in Presidentinl elections,
I'he reigning powers of the several districls are
all the while {lattering, complimenting and ex-
tolling each other. "They interchange civilties
through the newspapers, for our sheets, with a
few honorable exceptions, are dumb on State
politics, and are ever filled with fulsome adula-
tion and disgusting toadyism. Every little dis-
trict junta has its organ, cdited by some one
who liolds an office in the gift of the Legisla-
ture, or it is controlled by a magnate who has a
berth, or wants one. Delegates from euch dis.
trict meet annunlly in Columbia during the sit-
ting of the Appeal court in May, or during the
session of the Legisinture. They concoct new
schemes, divorce old alliances, formi new ones,
and so the State offices have bheen filled for the
lnst fifty years. Sometimes friends are sold
and enemies are reconciled. As ambition gen-
erally knows no law but success, the ballot ena-

Many members of this body get accommoda-
tions there. and they must rociprocate the fuvor
by voting as the bank directs in many matters
of legislation, ay well as in numerous elections
here.  If not, actions at law and persecution
under cover uf the ballot is their portion here,
as well as indirect opposition in the primary

bles it to play traitor to a friend, or friend to a
traitor without detection. Thus, deceit, hypo-
cracy, intrigue and diplomacy, rule the Siate.
An ambitious plebeian who has not yet been
initiated into the mysteries of the oligarchal
clubs, watches with the cunning of a fox to as-
certain who is the most prominent eandidate for

tional convention, she Jakes 'no part Whatever in
‘the election of that mighty “and sl Jmportant
officer—the Federal Executive. "The matlonil
nomination is virtnally the eleetiofiy’ it is really.
the election, because: the snhwquent State'dees
tions are mere ritifieatinne of “ofie ur'{h otlier
of the two prévibix natinnal ' nominstionx. {Sd® -
that for the last twerity yenra wetave voted for

The parishes arex nnit.  They nlway;ﬁ:fi;i
concert. 1 have walched their members here
and they have wutched me; (langhter) I have
listened to their conversation, -and |:xuppose
they have listentd ta mine. 1 have attended:-the
sessions of this leyislature fur four or five years,
and [ am satisfied from what [ have seen and
heard, that there never was In the history of the
world, in ancient «r modern times. any wet of
wen banded together in a closer embrace.  than
your parish_representatives, They dn rule the
up-country by brihery. They may even now
keep their seats, ns champion< from the distriets
will maintain their cance of con<ervatism in
everything. It hax become fashionable, how-
ever, for leading men of the np.conntry, to de-
clare war against the parishes sud modn, b
they only do it to get their price, to pet votes,
to get office. They go to the parish memhers
ana say, “eleet me to a high offier, which will
give me commanding inlluence in the npcountry,
and I will use that influencein your behalf among
my people. I will take up the ery of conservna
tisam—will represent the interestx of the whole
S'ate, and make as nnch ado ax any than ean.”
Treason Lo his eonveivnee, Lis God and hiy soc.
tion, has been the prive of many an oflice hes
stowed by this legislatnze upon np-conntry gen-
tlemen. Yes, sir. the parishes throttle us with
the hands of aur awn leading men, who fire inte
the camp of their frividy like Arnold, as they go
over to the foe. While they ure receiviug the
reward of their treason, and after e price his
been paid down, it ix the necopation of their lives
to prate of the righta “of the parishes and say
nothing of the wrungs of the districts., =~ =*
Peace! peace! peace! is the elernal theme of
our oligarehy. “ You will distarb,”" say ther,
“the compromises of the constitntion. bet
alone the landmarks which oar’ fathers have Teft
us!” Ihave thought that of all wards South
Carolina professes 1o luite that of “ compromi«”
the most. But it is right |-snppose in the State
government, althuizh wrong in the federsl—
Strange inconsisteney ! The other States haye
altered their constitntions and. have ealled con-
ventions for that purpose.  Virginia, for instagee
has done it frequentiy, and ©'do - uot think she
has Leen injured by ity but te’ clinnge, alter,
smend, or modily anything in_South Carlina,
the parishes say, wonld bring desolalion and
ruin upon us. * No parties,” is their ery, and
yet out of thirty or forty tactions, I-will nat eall
them parties, the ?arinltes rule them all. _‘Partics
are a blessing. No free country was l.-\‘er"wjr‘h.
out them. When was England without,(wo, or
three great national partiex? They wateh, de-
tect and expose each other's overdoings or short
comings. =
1 do not object sn much ta the number of of-
ficers elected by this Lezislature -us the mode
of that election. The ballst! the ballot] is
what I raise my voice ngainat, In this connect.
ion I remember an incident which ociurred at
the last session of this Legisluture which pajned
me very much, and of which | desire the country
to be informed. We al! remember it bat too
well, orat least] do. On the first' hallot for
Directors of the Bank of the State, ‘only eleven
were chosen. On the second ballot for twelfth
Director there was' still no election, because of

= X > .uvional cavcuses having fallen into disuse, A : 1 A . B d b ntlen from the cull
manner only of that clection. Let it further be | Br*aond ) vanth tem he. | * antiquity” against giving this election to the | tinns urged by ge rom vie up, a8 Well | peetions before the peoplo.  Many of the other
and the present nafional conventionaystem b people. Our ancestors perhaps scted wisely in | as from the low countngainsl giving the elec- | 00 Jiave a conatitutional provision excluding | 8very vacancy, and as soon as he has gathered | three candidates being rur, and on the third bal-
the informalion, he forthwith unites his fortanes | lot, fo more votes were cast than the number

kept in view, that all the members:of both
branches of the legislature,and particularly the
Benators in most of the States, are elected to
their offices, generally for w?eks.‘someumes for
months, and occasionally for years. before a
Presidentis] election takes place. Lastly, let it
be supponed, that all of the States, were to elect
their Prenidential electors by their legislatuics
and by the sceret ballot system as we do, and

what could be the result but inevilnl;lg corrup-
tion, so foul, so rank, that it would stivk in the

nostrils of every honest man,
The gentlemen from St. Johne, Colleton, (Mr.

Bryan) declnims loudy againat corruption in the
other States, where this election has been given |
and says that §835,000,000 are s |

for the flesh to carry gracefully.
concede that it is a burden too heavy for

1l the legislatures of th
row e but the thre:  first Adums shal

voters can | Mr. Adams there

to the people,
heavy burden
Sin,
this legrislalure or
American Union to carry honestly,

illion of Americun freemen and

th earry ant
l:lfii:‘d:llllr{', either of this, or any other St{;to;
{hat of any other State had the election of’ Pre

| disburse it safely. I charge n.or-,
l. i of the American peop
bat it is a

ing unknown, there wrs no general concert to
elect a President. Wire-pullers were left full
scope to intrigue with the Legislatures in such
of tho States as had not yet given the election
of electars to the paopla, and by voting for fuur
candidates the election was ngnin thrown into
the House, which became & second time an as-
sembly of clectors, instead of legislators. What
indescribable svenes were witnessed in the Re.
presentative hall, pending this election. Mem-
bers who wero aspirants for office and whose
! voles might have an important bearing upon
{ their prospects for Exezutive nppointments, mel
[ at the hour of midnight, log rolled, urgad temp-
ting bids for the votes of influential members,
and in their bachanal orgies over the wine-bottle,
the successful and more corrupt party ghanled
| the sentiment, that *those who fell with the

1 rise with

! by a eorrupt coalition be {
Clay, “eilr?er express or implied,” and the will

| ding to the highest contemparaneous au

the second.”
fore was accordingly elected
tween himeelf and Mr.

le way thus defented necor-
thority.

what they did in 1792, and we also, shouald now
net wisely in full view of all the circumstances
whish suriound us and guided by the light of
experience in our government, which its foun-
ders had not. They estuablished the government
and set it in motion and therefore could not !
make all its parts perfect at onee. We should |
regulate the machinery and alter it, whenever |
the harmonions action of ovur complex system |
demands it. I speak with reverence but in truth, |
when [ express the deliberate convietion that |
our forefathers thomselves would make the

aa the legislnture of Svuth Carolina in 1853, a4 |
they did in 1792:

Noxt let me nnswer briefly the gentleman
from St. John's Colleton. [ confess that [ en-
denvored to pather at least a skeleton of his |

objections to the Bill but that I was entirely una- |
ble to do so. He dealt in snch grandiloguent |
phrases, such bold images, such fiery Demos- |
thenic expressions, that 1 could not for the life ;
of me eateh his thonghta au they passed from
his lips. Hetold us a great deal about the French

tion of clectors to theople is, that it would
disturb what are eallege compromises ol vur
constitution, and the nions between the two
geelions of the State. « this is the issue made
by the enemies of the lipon your table Liaust
be pe
this election will not

ang complete justice ot been rendered to
the penple generally an those of the up-coun.
try in particular.

Whom do the ]'ll-.r:p|f Sonth Carolina eleet i
change proposed by this bill if they conld act | ¢y oifice. ‘They are aed to amuse them-! yes sir, even the asylum is married to the

selves, with the semlte of sovercignty in
halding, or voting forrinds of petty Militia
offices, and T charge njmembers of the par-
ishes here that they &ixa body disposed to
keep up our present akinable militia system
for nothing more, thanlatter the people with
the appearance of exing power where no
right, no liberty, but ac bauble is at stake,
Whiat other officers do people elect?  Their
humble distriet police; their very honorable
members of the legiske and of Congress.—

pmitted Lo informe Honse why 1 think |
be given to the people |
 —why it was not doneng age and why full

officers of rail ronds and banks from sitling in
the legislature, but onr private banks have large
stockholders and directors withont limit, who
are nlsn members of this body. Under cover
of the ballot and other parlinmentary tactics in
vogue here, these institntions frequently take a
hand both in legislation and in elections, The
rail roads staud in the same eategory, The
South Carolina college in a different way, like-
| wise plays an jmportant part in the action of
this assembly.  The same is troe of the military
academies, as well as of the Iunatie asylom;
ais-

Uature [laughter.]

But now for the overwhelming evidence that
this legislature is an - Assembly of electors and
i not of legislators, and that by its peeuliar orzan.
lization an oligarchy of five hundred men are
permitted to rule the Stale with an iron will,
1 shall at present sny nothing more of the or-
ganization of this Housc, than that it consists
of one hundred amd twenty-Tour members, half
of whom represent taxation nnd the other half
Pwhite popalation.  Upen this joint basis Aty

to those of the general favorite, or in different
phrase, an interloper alwayes goes for the pow-
ers that be, not for those that ought to be, Many
a man has risen to high offices in the gift of the
Legislature in this way. Merit wilh us is gen.
erelly ignored, while intrigue when the most
skilful is the most rewarded, and yet we are
ever prolesting against giving the election of
Electors to the people, because forsooth it is
suid cunning and wire pulling would then con.
trcl the offices and the people too. But in this
great game for place, the parishes have still the
advantage.

They are united in solid column against the
dintricls, because animated by a common feel-
ing to preserve the power which they obtained
by fraud and hold by diplomacy, The parish
reprosentatives having but small constituencies,
can easily be returned again and again, like the |
members for the boroughs in parliument. And |
no matter who represents a parish, he knows

of members who had voted. “Yes,"a” poor but
worthy young man of Charleston wan thux de.
prived of his election, and L wanl it to.gn abroad
to the people, that two members of ithis fncor.
ruptible body, two members who had sworn 1y
preserve, proteet and defund the "eonstitution nf
this State and of the United States, who, had
been elected perhaps by a high minded, intellj-
gent and virluons consiitueney, went upto the
battot box und deposited two votes each in an
election for a Director of the Bank of he State,
I repeat it again, and every member knows the
fact, although it dovs not appear mpon the print-
ed journals of the 1lonse,
Nearly all the States have-miven all elections
to the people except that of Jadges and U.7S,
Senators, and some of them hava given the alec.
tion of even Judges to ithe people, which,” ean-
not approve. In addition {0 Ahix, ievery. State
eonstitution in the Union (or nearly all of them)
hus a provision of thix anrt : . That io =t plec-

that his penple would ag soon part with proper-
ty they hud oblained unjustly as give up their

tions by the people, the vnta shall . be by bubet,
but in all elections by the Legislatnge, she.vote

idatex "5 I :

ballot here, making this an uucuntrolabie.bidg, *

e e

<

‘dential efectors, with corruption,
:::duend' maxin of political philosophy, Ahat al-
though no man or set of men may be corrupt,
that vet they are all corruptible. IT Presidential
clectors were chosen by the legislature in the

political power which rightly belongs to the wp- : shall be viza voce.” Funr .nf the, Sjales, how-
Not so with the represenlatives of the | ever, vote viva voce, even in primary elections,
COXCLUDED OX THE FOURTHIPABEY: °

‘Snch was the nude mockery of the elective
i franchise exhibited to the publie gaze that the
' President elect said in his message of nceep-
' tance, that but for the absence of conatitutional

. “ A SR I | R emittt-eloet all thesr Yo ] ) ) !
revolution, but I should like to kuow what that | They <”‘.ﬂ. not l‘:llff:“m'l‘ I_fl\t i;l .:]llr their loeal [ representatives, T believe, eonte from the pari=h-
has to do with giving the election ol electurs to 1 police BYOn, o ; ”"'1!1 2 :] ""“‘ "y "‘f‘}"‘f“"‘ Pes amd the retoaining seventy-fonr from the dis- l country. v
the people. It is very common now-a-days, to ' the commissioners in fy—three of the four {00, Tt would be an vasy matier to show, ' latter, who have generally large constituencies,

| .
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