R

§

-

B B

<tas

ngnel| Ty

X

—_——

A Democratic Journal,

Divoted 1o Sounthern Rights, Wews, Poliii

¢s, General Intelligence, Citovature,

———

W. F. DURISOE, Proprietor.

“We will cling to the Pillars of the Temple of our Li

EDGEFIELD, s Ci;

MARCH 29, 1854.

Berties, and if it must fall, we will Perish amidst the Ruins.”

é nil T
YOL. XIX..--NO, 11,

THE EDGETFIELD ADVERTISER
1S PUBLISHED EVERY WEDNESDAY BY
W. F. DURISOE, Pg?nim
ARTHUR SIMEKINS, Editor.
e R o A e
TERMS.
Two DoLLaRs per vear, if prid in m‘l\'nnce—T\\-‘n
Dorrans and Fiery CrxTs if not paid? within ix
months—and Tunee DoLlans if fiot paid befure the
-expiration of the year. All subseriptions not distinet-
Iv limited at the tine of subscribing, will be consid-
ed as made for an indefinite period, and will be con-
tinued nntil all arrearnges are paid, or at the option
of the Publisher. Supseriptivns from other Sintes
must invariably be accompanied with the cash or
eference to some one known to us.
ApvenTiseMENTS will he conspicnnusly inserted
at 75 cents per Square (12 lines or less) for the first
inscrtion, and 374 cents for each suhsequent insertion
When only published Monthly vr Quarterly 81, per |
squure will be charged. All Advertisements not 1
hiving the desired number of insertions marked un the i
margin. will be continued until forbid and charged |

aceordingly. . |
Those desiring to advertise hy the-vearcan dosoon

theral terms—it being distinetly understoud that con- 1
racts for yearly advertising are confined toihe fnme- |
diate, legitimnte business of the finn or i!llli\'ilj“ill |
contracting.. Transient Adve rtisements must be paid
for in advance.

For announcing o

.dl:::;lf\ed' vertising Fstraye Tolled, Two Dollars, to be |

prid by the Magistrate advertising.

Candidate, :l‘llree Dullurs, in

SPEECH OF HON. P.’S. BROOKS,
OF SOUTH CAROLINA.

In the House of Representatives U. States
March 15, 1851, on the bill providing Ter- |
vitorial Governments [for Nebraska and
Kansas.

Mr. Broogs said : Mr. Chairman, I desire
{o express my views upon the bill whith is
engrossing the thoughts of every member on |
this floor, and I wish to do so before the
ground is altogether covered by the army of
speakers who are holding themselves in re-
corve.  Should aught of intemperauce of
language escape me in the remarks [ am |
about to make, [ trust that it may be regard- |
ed as direccted towards principles and posi-
tions, and not to the persousfiom whom they |
pmcecd. |

1 have lived long enough to learn, that to |
do justice to the opinions and even pu*judi.{:us |
of others, is the surest way to secure a just |
consideration of my own. |

Nor, sir, does it jump with my hamor
my appreciation of honor to assail those who, {l
in obedience to i local sentiment, are averse |
to a resort hut too ¢ommon in a warmer lat-
itude. It is a cheap display of chivalry to
Gisult when no risk is incurred 5 and, for my |
own part, | would prefer the condition of |
Lim who bears the wound than of him by |

whom it is, under such cizeumstances, veed- | U :
ol prosperity

Jessly inflicted. i
[ am frank to avow my beliel that it would |
have been wiser and in better keeping with i
the general interests of the country, liad the
hill providing
Nebraska and Ifansas be .
pressing wants of the peaple of those Ter- |
ritories had caused them to apply to Con-
gress for reliel.

The friends of the bhill maintain that the
so-called Missonri compromise line has been |
supereeded by subsequent acts of legislation |
which are inconsistent with it, and that it is |
thereflore virtually annulled. [ waould have |
preferred to continue in this attitude, Ttwould |
have given us the advantages of a delensive |
position.

But, sir, the bill is hefore us, and it hecomes |
us of the South to avail ourselves of the op- |
portune oceasion, 1o bring hack congression- |
al legislation within constitutional restraint |
to reassert the great constitutional prineiple, '
that as the peaple are the svurce of all polit- |
jcal power, they bhave in the eapacity ol
sovereign States, the inherent right of self- |
government, and to regain our constitutional |
right to go with our property, of every de- |
seription, upon any part of the public do- |
num,

We rejoice to unite
the West in so patriotic an enterprise, and
we rejoice that the stars of the Constitution
and of empire, nre mingling their rays to-
gether in the West.  We rejoice upon this |
cvincidence of opinion Letween the people
of two great sections, which are destined to
grow together in prosperity and wealth, and
which God has united in a common interest,
by that great highway ol commeree which 5
beings the treasures of the West into the |

]

en delayed until the {

with our brethren ol

ar | liberty we had achieved by revolution.

Lol Heaven is visited vpon the owners of
Pelaves?  Aud of what weight in Conneeti-
cut is the whokesome remunstrinee of Mr.

Territorial Governments for —fill every market in

of society, and the prosperity of the Ameri-
can States was never mare eritically perilled
than at that period of time which intervenes
between the termination of the war of Inde-
pendence and the adoption of the Federal
Constitation,

While the States were employed in a com-
mon resistance to a enmmon enemy, they
were secure against rivalries and jealousies
amongst themselves. But with the relaxa-

tions of peace came the intoxications of |

liberty. We were then in * the infancy of
the science of constitutions and confedera.
cies;” and never was our vietory complete
until the liherty we had achieved had been

regulated by law, and the rights of the States |

in relations to each other and to the General
Government, then about to be established,
had heen defined and guarantied by a writ.
ten Constitution,

That the light of liberty during this inter-
val should have been reflected from the white
to the hlack man is hut natural ; and that
men high in fame for wisdom and patriotism,
have uitered sentiments adverse to the ex.
tension of slav_ry, it would be unfuir and
untrue to deny.

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, in the Federal

Convention, avowed the opinion that slaves |

“ Dring the judgment of heaven on a coun-
try. As nations cannot be rewarded or
punished in the next werld, they must be in
thi. By an inevitable chain of ¢auses and
effects.  Providence punishes natioral sins
by vational ealamities. He lamented, how-
ever, that some of our Eastern brethren had,
from a lust of gain, embarked in this nefuri-
ous traffie.”

Mr. Ellsworih, of Connecticut, said : “Let |

us not interm -ddle. As population increases,
puar laborers will be so plenty as to render
slaves useless.  Slavery, in time, will not be
a speck in the country.” :
Authority may be addueed in suppoit of
a thousand exploded theorivs. Authority,
and Ligh authority, may be brought for con-

despotisu, authority for giving the President
a life tenor of oflice ; and nuthority for con-
ferring upon him the appointment of members
. the other branch of this Congress.  Aud
to what does this autiority ameont? You

may as well give the authority of Quakers

against war, and the authorily of Shays's I

rebellion against the hlessings ol the very

OF what weight is the authority of Mr.
Mason i Vieginia now, that the Judgment

Ellswarth, let us not intermeddle T

restricting importations) should be rejeeted.”
| Mr. Baldwin, of Georgia, ** had coreeived
i national ohjeets alene to he hefore the con-
]\wnlima i not such as like the present, which

were of a local nature. Georgia was de-
cided on this potut.”

Well, sir, with these points of difference
so fully expressed, so strongly urged on the
| one side, and sternly resisted ou the other,
| what was the result? _ 2

A few other extracts expressive of the pol-
icy of the eountry, will explain :

Mr Sherman said *it is better to let the
{ Southern States import slaves than to part
I with them, if they made that a sine qua non.”
Mr. Gouverneur Morris said, * these things
{form a bargain among the- northern aud
i sputhern Statvs,”

Mr, Elisworth said : « If we do not agree
{on this middle and moderate ground, he was
afruid we should lose two states, with such
others as may be disposed to stand aloor’;
should fly into a variety of shapes and di-
rections, and, most probably, confederations
—and not without bloodshed.” '

Now, sir, we bezin to see soméwhat more
of the “}uolicy of the country,”and the ex-
planation of the whole matter is simply
this: The northern States having found slaves
unprofitable to them, judged they would be
so with us at the South,  Under this mistake
they yielded to the obstinacy. (if’ you please)
of the Carolinas and Georgia, and the im-
portation of slaves was authorized by law
until 1808, a period of twenty yvears.

Delaware, Maryland and Virgina, were
then indifferent on the suliject ; for they, too,
had found them unprofitable, and knew that
they conld sell off to the States fus ther south,
upon better terms, il the importation from
Alrica was prolibited,

About this time Mr. Jefferson said of to-
haceo : .

“Jt is a culture productive of infinite
wretchedness 3 those employed in it are in a
continued state of exhauvstion, beyond the

verting this Government into 2 consolidated |

powers of nature to support, Little foud of
any kind is raised hy them, (tobacco grow-
ers) so that men and animals on these furms
are badly fed, and the earth is rapidly im-
poverished.”

Nor was the right to import slaves all that

{ the pro-slavery States retained and secured

by the compact; for, though they were in a
minority in the convention, yet so confident
was the Noith of the entire worthlessness
of slaves, and so pertinacious the pro-slavery
States in their relusal to enter the Union up-
on any other terms than these which now
appear in the compaet, that they guarantied

‘to all” the Statés equal rights i the public

domaing and by the second section of the

Sir, the judgment of Heaven has fallen
on our land, and in such plerteous showers |
and of greatness, that the na-
tinus of the Old World tara their eyes upon
us in admiration and amazement. Our staple
productions—the productions of our slives
both hemispheres.— |
"They have so interwoven themselves with
the oceupations, the habits, and the necessi.
ties of man, that a failure of the slave crops

Lol Ameriean would threaten revolution in

Europe, and bring ruin upon thousands nl'|
our own countrymen, whe, in their blind
fanaticism, wouold now gpoil the udder which
has fed and fattened them, .

The policy of a Government is not to be
lenrned [rom isolated opinions, irresponsibly
given in lovse dehate, but by its sulemn en-
actments, execnted in proper-form, and by
competent authority,

But, sir, singe this point has been made,
we may learn more of the poiicy of they
country by examining the opinions of other
gentlemen of the Federal Convention.

Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, ohserved

that “ the abolition of slavery seemed to be |
L going on in the United States, and that the

good sense of the several States would, pro-
bably, by degrees complete it”

Mr. Dickinson, of Delaware, * considered
it inadmissible, on every principle of honor
and safety, that the importation of slaves
shiould be authorized to the States by the
Canstitution.”

Mr. Luther Martin, of Maryland, was for
probibiting the importation of slaves. It
was ineonsistent with the principles of the
Revplution, and dishonorable to the Ameri-
cun charneter, to bhave such a feature in the
Constitution.”

Me. Gerry, of Massacuselts, thought we
“ had nothing to do with the conduct of the

lap of the Soath.  Was the Wilmot proviso | States as to slaves, Lut ought to be careful
incorporated inta the bill, L apprehend that | not to give any sauction to it.”

no obstacle wonld be intergosed to its pas-

sage b}' those who nowroppose it But, sir, | strenuous for gi\'illg this power (pru]aihiling
a certain fraternity, who with humble pre- | the importation of slaves) to the General
tensions, have assumed to be the ouly relia- | Government,  “ He could not with a goud
ble expounders of the Constitution—the dis- | conscience leave it with the States, who
coverers of a higher law than thie law of | would then go on with the traffie, without
God, in obedience to the peculiar tenets of | being restrained by the opinions here given
whicn they are required to love their breth- | —that they will themselves cease to import

fourth article of the Constitution, contracted

to protect us and all the States aguiust any
kind of * dome tie violence,”

Yet we are now told that it was the poliey
of the country to exclude slavery [rom all
national territory,

Sir, there is a suspicious sound in that
word national, whicl jars upon Southern
¢urs, and when eoupled with the doctrines it
inculeates, comes athwart the gale like the
low whistle of the bandit, and admonishes
honest men to lovk well to the security of
their estates,

It is worse than absard to quote the indi-
vidual opinions of any man against the in-
stitution of slavery which were expressed
before those great staples which uare now
grown so abundantly in the South and South.
west, entered as controlling  elements into
the commerce of the world, In every as-
peet which you may view it, the appearance
is different.” ‘1 be destruetion by the war of
the little commerce we possessed, together
with the absence of that great staple which
has since given employment to millions, had
well nigh rendered property in slaves not only
valueless, but an absolute incumbrance. The
times were propitious both 1o schemes of
emaneipation, and to the entertainment of
sentiments of pscudo-philanthropy. Lands
were abundant, labor cheap, the cotlon gin
unknown, sugar uncultivated by us, the to-
baceo market overstocked, and the profitable
culture of rice thought to he confined to tide
wilter swianips; and, as n cum”au'y to these
postulates, the negro almost too expensive an
artiele lor a poor man to keep. The moral and
intellectual eharacter ofthe negro,his peculiar
adaptation to the culture of our principal
stuples, the staples ol themselves in a measure,
and the great and varied uses to which they

Mr. Langdon, of New Iampshire, was |
fits numerical strength, and our magnificent

ren in black more thun those of the same |
color as themselves—tell us in sanctimunious |
tones of senatorial dignity to “maintain |
plighted lith.”  They ohject to the bill— |

1st. Beecause of the assumption that it was .
the original policy of the country to exclude |
slavery from the Territories held in common |
by the States.

a4, Because of an act of legislation in |

1820, the consideration of which has been (=

enjoyed by the slave States, and ty'e benefits
of which have not yet acerued o the lree
Stutzs.

3d. Because of the assumed antagonism
of the free and slave labor, and that the ad-
mission of sluves into these Territories will
result in the exclusiou ol foreign emigrants.
And

4th. Because of the immorality and the
inexpediency of slavery.

1 propose to reply to the objections in the |
order in which they are stated, ard | invite |
yoar attention, first, to that which is based |
;Jpon what is assumed to have been the ori-
ginal policy of the country. It is not sar- |
prising that among a people who have just
emerged from a wasting and p_rolmr.led war,
waged in the defence of their own liberty,

slaves.”

I'he opinion of Mr. Mason
been given.

All this is plain enough, and puts the gen-
eral disposition of the eonveution, to pre-
vent the importation of slaves, beyond gues-
tion.

has already

But where were the Carolinas and Geor- |

oin !

Mr, Rutledee said : “ The question at pre-
sent, is, whether the Southern Statcs shall
or shall not be parties to the Union? 1 the
Northern Stales consult their interests they
will not oppose the increase of slaves, which
will increase the commodities of which they
will hecome the carriers.”

Mr. Pinckney said: * South Carolina
never can receive the plan (the Constitution)
if it prohibits the sluve trade. In every pro-
posed extension of the powers of Congress,
that State bad expressly and watchfully ex-
cepted that of meddling with the transporta-
tion of negroes.”

Gerieral Pinckney  declared it to be his |

firm opinion that, if himself and all his col-
lengnes were to sign the Constitation, and
use their personal influence, it would be of
no avail towards obtaining the assent of

that in the first enjoyment nf that 'Iiht'rtj‘,;lheir congtituents.  South Carolina and
many should have been precipitated into ex- | Georgia could not do without slaves.”
travagances of apinion and of act. There |  Mr. Williamson, of North Carolina,

was an exultant feeling of triumph, natural - thought thut the Southern States could not
yet dangerous, which Ircrvadetl every rank ' be members of the Union, if the clause (on

have since been upplied, were then wholly
unknown,
"I'he territorial expansion of eur country—

commeree, Lad never heen foreshudnwed by
the most fervid imagination, In 1741, but
eight hales of Cotion were exported from
America. In 1791, (an interval 'of filty vears)
but forty-seven bales, The invention of Whit-
ney came into use in 1793, aud our present
production is vpwards of three' millions of
bales, worth over a hundred millions of dol-
lars, and which toe ingenuity of man has ap-
plied to almost every conceivalle purpose.—
The acquisition of land from France and
Spain, has added other staples to our exports;
and time has revealed the fact, that the ele-
vation and Christinnization of the negro is
only to be effected by his servitude to a su-
pericr race, and the ameliorating influence of
an intelligence borrowed [rom the white man.

But, sir, we repudiate all authority but the
Constitation, Ii by that instrument it ean
be shown that we of the Sonth have been
committed to an odious inequality of right in
the public domain, then we will submit ; but
s0 long as we are able to hold with one hand
this charter of our equal rights before the eyes
of our children, and to defend it with the
other, you will find any and every authority
other thau the Constitution insufficient to re-
strain us,

L will next proceed to the second objection
to the bill, which is because of an act of legis-

which has been enjoyed by the South, and
the benefits of which have not yet acerued
|to the free States. We are asked to revere the
| provisions of the act of March 6, 1820, as
sacredly binding upon honor, and told that a
refusal involves the turpitode of fraud.

Since the first anssembluge of Delegates
from American States, to confer upon mat-

to deliver up our runaways and, it necessary, |

lation, passed in 1820, the consideration of

T :

ters affecting the gemeral welfare, questions
connected with the istitution of slavery have
been the never failing source of sectional dis-
agreement and legislative contention. The
foundations of this.Government have been
threatened by its throes, and as often has re-
pose heen re-establishied by the magic of com-
promise. It was compromised in the Con-
aress of the Confederation, and opened ngain
in the Federal Convention. After eliciting
much ol eluguence, and much of patriotism,
it was seemingly settled hy the adoption of
the Constitution, but again disturbed hy the
acquisition of territory from France, Here
again the fires of discord were smothered
over only to hreak out with fiercer vinlence
upon the organization of territory 2equired of
Mexico. .

Awain the virtues of enmpromise were in-
voked, and with a tromplant suceess, which
was heralded forth tar the world as a specific
against the ills of State. Dut three short
years huve passed, and again the subject is
before us, with itssextremes as thoreughly
charged with oppusite qualities as before the
equilibrium had been created by the aid of
compromise. This rehearsal of the general
history of the severil compromises is made
to show that thereis no manner of sffinity
between slavery and.ecompromise. We are
warned by the pastof the entire insufficiency
of compromise to secure a finality of the sub-
jeet, and 1 submit that it is more manly, wis-
er, and more honest, from henceforth to es-
chew the word, .

The question of 'gnvnry was legally set-
tled when the States, which were then par-
ties to the compact, ralified the Constitation,
It thereby became a part and parcel of the
{ supreme law of the land, and no graver leg.
islutive mistake, none so dungerous to the
South, or so embarassing to the Constitu-
tion-loving portion of the North, was ever
committed, as when the stern letter of the
coustitution was forgotten in the. delusive
Fatteactions of a hollow eompromise.

But, sir were we, for the sake of argument
to admit the conslitationality of the. act,
known as the Missauri compromise, it would
Jiot, in justice, strengthen the positions of
the oppouents of this hill. In fact, it weak-
ens them, and exposes their entire insinceri-
ty ; because it is in proof of record that the
very men who are erying out the bond ! the
bond! have, on every occasion and oppor-
tunity, violated its spirit and meaning, and,
in their interference with the slave-trade in
the District of Uoldiﬂi}n, and in the maiter
of California, the very bond itself. 1 kuow
it svill . be_replied, 3lifit.the_people of Cali-
fornia cxc]utred sim':eF}:qT;y their awn consti-
tution ; but the Journal of this House will
show, by the voting, which is therein recor-
ded, that the price of her admissions was
the exclugion of slavery, Were we to grant
that the * Missouri bond,” (as it is sonie-
| where ealled,) was constitutional and fair,
i the opponents of this bill are stopped from
pleading it in the present issue, by the fact
that They themselves have uniformly disre-
aarded its provisons. It is, I helieve, a uni-
versally adwmitted prineiple of justice and of
law, that in every dependent covenant a fail-
ure of performance by one of the parties to
it relenses the other from all obligations to
Its terms, )

For upwards of thirty years has the South
acquiesced in this Missouri line—which was
at tirst forced npon her by a northern ma-
jority—and notin a_singile instance have
we attempled to overleap it.  Believing that
we would be exclnded by natural laws,
which, north of 36° 30, are adverse to the
profitablenesss of slave labor, we became
reconciled to a law which we knew to be
unconstitutional. © Continually harassed al-
most beyond enduranee, .we were willing,
for the sake of quiet, to adopt this line as a
final settlement of the question. Actuated
hy these considerations, we have made re.
peated offers to extend the line to the Pa-
cific oeean—oflers which vindicate our fideli-
ty to the contraet, and which, bhad they been
aceepted in the good fuith in which they
were tendered, might bave given stability to
the adjustment.

Oy the 10th August, 1848, an amend-
ment to the Oregon bill, then before the
Senate, was olfered, providing for the exten-
sion of the compromise line to the Pacitic ;
and passed that body, by a votg of 33 yeas
and 21 nays. The nays were!

“ Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Buldwin, Brad.
bury, Breese, Clarke, Corwin, Davis ol
Massachusetts, Dayton, Dix, Lodge, Feleh,
Greene, Hale, Hamlim, Miller, Niles, Phelps,
Upham, Walker, and Webster—21.”

House, and rejected by the Free-Soil vote,
which was unanimous against it

My immediate predecessor moved to amend
a bill, originating in this House, which pro-
vided a territorial government for Oregon,
and in which the Wilmot proviso was incor-
porated, by declaring the effect that, inas-
much as slavery was excluded from Oregon
by operation of the law known as the Mis-
souri Compromise, we were contentto abide
hy its terms; and it was promptly rejected,
as insuflicient for the purposes and designs
of Free-Soilers.

In 1850, when the bill for the admission
of California was before the Senate, Mr,
Davis, of Mississippi, moved to amend, by
making 36° 30' the southern boundary of
the State; and it was lost—23 yeas, 33
nays.

Amendments to the same effect were
subsequently twice offered; first by Mr.
Foote, of Mississippi, and again by Mr, Tur-
ney, of Tennessee, and both rejected. But
why multiply instances? I have referred
to but one which occurred in this House,
because we all know that for years the only
hope of the South has been in the conserva-
tism of the Senate. For upwards of thirty
years has the South, in observance of un
acquiescence unwisely yielded, submitted to
the insnlt of an exclusion, and, by a geogra-
phical line, froni a common territory, secur-
ed by ecommon (reasure; while the Free-
soilers of the North, in obedience to the dy-
ing injunction of their great captain, to
“ persevere,” have persevered in their en.
croachments to the south of the line.

Our section of the country has been,
throughout this entire period, flooded with

Abolition prints and publications of the most
inflammatory character. The peace of our
society, and the security of our lives and
property endangered by fanatical emissaries ;
our deluded slaves enticed away under the
cover of night, and their owners murdered
in the broad light of day, in endeavoring to
secure them ; our-people insulted, thruugh
their Representatives on this floor, by peti-
tions crammed with falsehoad and slander,
and the bond itself cancelled by an attempt
to fix the Wilmot proviso upon Arkansas
and Texas,

But, sir worse than all, as if to mortily
sensibilities made acute by grief, to grind
insults into hearts made tender by sorrow
aird to rob the widowed southern mather ol
ber only consolation—the consolation that
her hushand or ¢hild bad died in the eause
of his whole country ; while the gore of the
heroes of ‘Tennessee,- of Mississippi, and
Carolina was wet upon the plains of Mexi-
co—a bill was introduced, in the hot haste
of avaficious cupidity, and passed this
House, which excluded their kindred of the
South from the very territory which had
been purchased with their blood.

Nor, sir, is this all ; for, in yiolation of the
spirit and letter of the compromise which
authorised the admission of Missouri as a
State, within one year [rom ils ‘date this
House refused her admission, becauose her
people had, by their State constitution, ex-
cluded free negroes from her borders. The
Free-Soilers have presnmed to legislate upon
slavery withia this District ; have endeavored
fix their doctrines vpon forts and public
grounds in every quarter of the country, and
huve dured to let the pollution of their
thonghts rest upon the grave of Washington,
shielded though it be by the sovereignty of
Virginia.

1 sulymit, sir,.that [ have shown an entire
failare of considerition. All this, and much
more Liesides, which will be made appear
from the record of the country by others’
who will fllow me, and the boniuuimpu:ch-
ed by the South.

But, sir, we are told that this is no viola.
tion of the contract; for although the act of
1820 prohitnts slavery north of the line,
vet it leaves the question open south of the
line. Sir, [ will not argue a proposition so
perfidionsly monstrous. Itis enough, il any
thing be wanting, to satisfy any honest man
of the utter fully of compromise; and ad-
monishes vs to blot out that which is a
falsehood upon our statutes.

‘The authority of Mr. Monroe, and the
the southern members of his Cabinet, [Mr.
Cillioun,  Mr. Wirt, and” Mr. Crawford,] is
given for the constitationality of the Missouri
Compromise, Mr. Calhoun always deniced
that the compremise had the authority of
his sanetion. In his speech in the Senate

of 27th June, 1848, he said expressly that it
was * earried by northern votes, and opposed |
almost unanimously by the South, but yet |
acquiesced in by us from love for the Union.” |
It may be that the President, as well as Mr.
Wirt and Mr. Crawford, acquiesced from the
same motive,

But again we are told that the South has
had the full enjoyment of the benefits of the
compromise, for that under it four sluve
States have been admitted into the Union,
while the free States have but lowa. To
this it is suflicient to reply, that out of the
Northwest Territory (once the property of a
siave State,) four free States had been pre-
viously earved out, and (heir admission into
the Uniun secured a preponderance of politi-
cal power to the non-sluvehoiding States in
this Honse. Wisconsin Las sinee been ad-
ded; and, in violation of the ordinance of
1787, which 1estricted the number ol States
to be create? out of the Northwest Territory
to five, an 10 more, a part of this territory
has been turown with Minnesota, which will
result in securing to the free Statés the
political power of six States; oné more than
was stipulated in the ordinance.

Mr. Chairman, the end of the whole mat. |
ter is, the question admits of no compromise.
The wen of the North regard slavery as a
moral, a social, and a political evil.  We re-
gard it a moral, social, and political good. |
If hoth are sincere, (and 1 believe that thou- !
sands are, who, ignorant ol the character of
the negro and the workings of the system,
judge of the institution by false standards
and prejudiced sympatbies,) then no com-
promise should be tolerated. .

There is no middle ground hetweer right |
: and those of us who desire to

“ From the rich lands of this large Terri-

tory, patriotic statesmen have anticipated
that a free, industrious, and enlightened pop-
ulation will extract abundant treasures of
individual and public wealth, ‘There it has
«heen expected freedom-loving emigrants from
Eurnpe, and energetic and intelligent lahor-
ers from our own land, will find bomes of
cumfort and fields of useful enterprise. If
this bill shall become a law, allsuch expecta-
tion will turn to grievous disappointment.—
The blight of slavery will cover the land.
The homestend law, should Congress ensct
one, will be worthless there. Freemen, un-
less pressed by a hard and crucl necessily
will not and should not work beside slaves.”

I do not say that such would be the effect,
but if any earthly consideration could induce
nie to cast my vote in favor of inflicting the
Wilmot proviso upon a territorial bill, it would
be the consideration that unnaturalized for-
eigners should be excluded as well as slaves
[ revere, with a patriotic gratitude, the memo-
ries of thoseillustrivus charucters who never
became Ameriean citizens, but whose names
are a part of the history of American liberty.
Iappreciate the worth of hundreds of merito-
rious citizens who first saw the light of day
in foreign climes, and cherish for them all
those elevnted sentiments which are awakend
by the word countryman. 1 rejoice in the
equality of their social and legal rights, and
am not jenlous of their political advancement.
And yet, sir, so firm is my conviction that
the liberties and institutions of our - country
are in greater danger- from the influx of a
foreign population than from every other
cause united, that [ avow iu my place an en-
tire readiness so to amend the naturalization
laws, and extent the period of political pu-
pilage, as wili secure a better knowledge of
our iheory of gavernment, and give some
pramise that tiie privilege of.eitizenship will
be rightly appreciated,and not sbused.

I would mot deny to any man who, upon
faith in our laws, has settled among us, with
a bona fide intention of permanent residence,
the legal or political rights of a naturalized
citizen. Dut, sir, emigration is increasing
into'an evil; and itis time to prepare against
it. . -

« Jam pridem Syrus in Tiherim defluxit
Orontes, et linguam, et mores, et cam tibicine
chordas obliquas.”

Things are not as they were. In the
earlier duys of this Republic we needed an
increase of population for the security of our
own people, and the development of the
resources ol the country. We were then in
a condition to Americanize by example and
absorption.  We were at'a wholesome ‘dis-
tance from European associations and poliey.
Qur own people were less pragmatical and
foreigners less impudent,

But, sir, our danger now is not from
weinkness, but from anwieldly and unregu-
lated strength.  ‘I'he question with the states-
man is oot whence to draw a population,
but how to regulate and discipline that which
we have; how to preserve to the people
the fullest enjoyment of property, of life, and
of liberty, and yet to restrain them within
the wholesome limits of constitutional law.

They who guide the ship of State will
find their powers of government sounded to
the highest key in controlling the elements
of fanaticism and propagandism which are
ol home production, without the inflammato-

iry influence of irresponsible conductors of

newspapers or mohs—who mistake rant for
reason, and license for liberty.

Such is the infatnation of a portion of
those who oppose this bill, that, with the
history of the foreign population in America
fresh in their memories—a history which, at
the North, is but a succession of riots and of
mobs, in which private houses have heen in-
vaded, public edifices demolished, railroads
subverted, churches burned, and our citizens
murdered—that they condescend to appeal
even to those outcasts from the purilieus of

| the cities of the Old World, to bring their

influence to bear upon‘this Federal Legis-
lature,

In purseance of their madness they have
contributed to swell this tide of corruption,
which threatens their present peace and so-
ciety, and which threatens us all in prospec-

i tive, by gratuitous donations of public land,

to any and every foreigner, upon the sole
condition-of actual settlement.

Will it be said by Free-Soilers, in support
of their philanthropy, that they desired thus
to provide homes for the negro as well as
for the whites? Then the proposition

I'4e bill thus amended was sent to this |

and wrong
perpetuate this Government, whether from | amounts to this, that we of the South, after
the North or South, have no alternative but | heing robbed of our slaves, are asked by
to tuke this question of slavery buck to where | the A'bolitionists and Free-Soilers to relieve
it was left by the Constitution, [ them of a population which they have cor-

Here we will find authority to sustain us | rapted into nuisances, by setting apart a
against assaults from every quarter. Here | portion of territory, of which we are joint

we find authority for the equal rights to the

States, and here xuthority for the citizen of |
any State removing with his property ol any

description into the territury of the United

States,

We are not asked to legislate slavery .into
Nebraska and Kansas, but to carry out a
good old republican principle, that the people
shull decide for themselves the character of
their municipal Govermment, and be leftina
free condition to elect for themselves, when
they multiply into States, slavery or no
slavery. _ >

“The bill is in entire consonance with our
republican theory, and a recurrence to the
true ductrines of the Constitution. It pur-
sues the same line of policy which obtained
in regard to Utah, which lies north of 36%
30", and in reference to New Mexico, nearly
all of which lies south of that line, and in
reference to both of which the question at
issue was left exclusively to the judgement of
their own people. i

Itis a policy ufterly irreconcilable with
the provisions of the Missouri compromise,
incousistent with its spirit and letter, and in
its effect, nullifies and obliterates it

[ next npproached the argument urged in

owners, for the benefit of these very runa-
ways and free negroes, while our slaves and
ourselves are to be deliberately éxcluded.
Sir, the Free-Soilers but reveal the politi-
cul use of slavery when they make their ap-
peals to foreigners for its restriction ; and
they but expose their counterfeited philan-
thropy when they say * freemen, unless
pressed by a hard _and cruel necessity, will
not, and should “not, work besices slaves.”
Where, sir is their regard for their brethern
of the sume color as themselves at the South,
ift#they will fix upon us what they hold to be
a “hard and cruel necessity 7 This senti-
ment bears the ear-marks of northern phil-
anthropy, and is a pregnant commentary

upon the immaculate doetrines they profess |

s to behold in every man a brother.,” 1 know
sir, that the equality-loving Free.Soilers of
the North, * unless pressed by a hard and
cruel necessity,” refuse to work beside slaves.
And | know that, after seducing them from
their homes of cheerfulness and comfort at
the South, they are left to starve in the
streets, while the freedom-loving emigrant
from Earope monopolize every evenue of
thrift and of employment ; and [ also know,
that hundreds who are now dragging out a

opposition to the hill—that the admission of

immigrants ; and [ quote as my text the fol-

slaves will operate to the exclusion ol foreign |
€ icould they by honest labor but secure the
lowing paragraph of a remurkable mauifesto, |

miserable existence, in want and in crime,
would joyfully return to their former owners

necessary means. Let Free-Soilers come

which invokes the outward pressure of hired | to the South, sir, and we will show them
letter-writes, and the  conductors of news. | the white and the bluck man in a relation
papers in the German and other foreign lan- | of fredship never dreamed of in their philo:

guages,” upon the action of Congress:

sophy. We will show them slaves, devoted |

to the family interests, family name, and
fawmily honor of their masters. And we will
show them, in every gentleman, a man who
will pour out his money, and peril his life, if
needs be, to protect his bondsman from:
crueity and injustice. A majority of our
Lest men, and many of our ablest men, have
labored side by side with their slaves, throogh
years of enjoyment, of usefulness, and res-
pectability. il T
But, sir, the humanity of Free.soilers,
would exclude the poor negro, who owes .
his condition to the cupidity of their ances- -
tors, from “ the rich lands of this large Ter-
ritory,” and surrender it, without fear or re-
ward, to the descendants of, possibly the
very Hessians—the minions of King George,
who warred against our liberties, whenthe:
negro, by bis lubor, fed the Continental ariny
of America. gl
Sir, the jealousy of the political power of
slavery is not to be covered by so flimsy a
vail; and let me tell those who are’sincere
in a morbid sympathy for imaginary-suffer-
ings of slavery, and who, with incorrect mo-.
tives, indulge in schemes of restricting it;
that a better knowledge of .the workings of
the institution would tell thein that genaine:
philanthropy demands its extension, =
"The operations of a great system are to’

tion of smaller systems. In every section
where is a scarcity of land its value, is in-
creased. The poor, who might -desire to
enter it, are unahle’to boy ; aud "those who’
are there generally tempted, by an extrava.’
gance of price, to seed their .fortunes else-
where. I'he men of wealth ahsorb the small
farms -into large estates, from which they
are frequently ahsent, and the management
of which usually intrusted to agents, who
have no interest in them bevond their an.:
nual wages and a regard for their -profes-:
sional reputation. The character of thig’
reputation is too often determined Ly no*
other consideration than the amount of the
crops which are annually raised. Large.
gangs of negroes> pre-congregated upon:
large estates, with no social intercourse but
with each other. N :
They are thus denied _the watchful provi-
dence of their master, and the elevating in-,
flaences of his association with them. Loy-.
al to their owner, and proud of their relation . *

nature, znd conscious of a natural inferiority -
and dependence upon a superior race, when™
left to thiemselves, they become the proy of
the wi iperstitions, and removed trom.
the éxample ol thieir superiors; they descénd
in the scale of creation. St

But on the other hand, where lands are
abundant, they are also cheap. The poor
man, when provided with a home, next looks
around for somethiug upon which he shall
expend his successive annual gains, and
which will bring the greatest amount of com-
fort and convenience to his family and
himself. Should his money be invested in
a negro, he introduces it into his family cir-
cle. The same hand that prepares daily
food of the master, prepares that also of the
slave. They lahor in the same field, drink |
from the snme spring of water, and worship ™~
at the same altar. The negro is enlightened
and enobled by the association, and an ex-
perienced Southern eye can tell at a glance,
by the shining face, the.more athletic form,
and jaunty air, that his home is upon a small
farm, and that the white man is the com-.
panion of his daily toil.

Were Free-Soilers permitted to carry out
their plans of restricting slavery to its present
limits, the first effect in the South would be
to expel our poor white population, who could
not resist temptation of high - prices for their
lands ; and the second would be still lower to.
degrade the negro, .and more thoroughly to
enslave him,

I will now proceed to the argument urged
in opposition to this bill, which is drawn from
the assumed immorality, tyranny and expedi-
ency of slavery. It may be convenient to at-
lack a constitutional right by appeals to the
passions, but so long as we are sustained at
all points by the authority of law, we are not
in very much danger from sentiment. It may
be that slavery was originally morally wrong;
but we know that it existed before the Chris-
tiun era—that it was sanctioned by our Savi-
our, wno enjoined upon servants obedience
1o their masters; that it was to be found in
Greece and in Rome—that it has obtained in
| France, England, Spain, Holland, and Bra-
zil, and other modern States, and that there- .
sponsibility af its introduction in these Stafes
is upon those who have gone before us. It
may be that the sovereignty of these States
should have heen surrendered to the Gener-
al Goveroment, yet it was not done.

It may be that property in slaves should
have been prohibited by the Constitation; yet
the importation of slaves was authorized by
ituntil the year 1808, an import duty of $10
per head was imposed, as on other species of
imported property ; and constitiutional -pro-
vision made whereby this property might be
recovered, notwithstanding “any law or re-
gulation” to the contrary existing in the State
where it may he found. It may be that the .
equal rights of the States to the common ter-
ritory of all should haye been constitutional-
ly denied. Yet it is constitutional law. Itis
too late to inquire what ought to have been
done at the time this Government was estab-
lished—our sole business is to know what
was done. :

If the appointed dispensers of ordinary
statute law were permitted to question its
policy -and expediency we would soon be
without law ; and if the dispenggrs of consti-
tutional law are permitted to go behind the
Constitation we will soon be plunged into
anarchy and disuniwn.

Mr. Chairman, this cant about the immo-
rality and horrible tyrrany of slavery may
answer its purpnse among the masses of the
North, who have been systematically deceiv-
ed, and for a purpose, but it is out’of place
here. If slavery be morally wrang, then
those gentlemen who 8o regard_ it should
have paused. before they took thecath to
support a Constitation which so-thoroughly
recognizes it asa right. The wery. grave.
question presents itself to them—iwhether it

he Jearned by an observation of the opéra. iy

to him, they are jealous of a substitufe..
Wanting in mental resources, imitative hy- =~

Movality, Temperance, Agrienltnre, &e.
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