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& Onen like the eveniug sun, eomes the memory
of fermer times o'cr iny soul, Ossian.”
- - - - L - - - L] -

&1 cannot tell how the tade may be,
Bt will give it yon, as ‘twas given to me.”

= . = - » . - L] = -

“When fortune means to men most gond,
She looks upon them with a threatning eve.”
SUAKESPEARE.

Courteous Reader! When a few weeks ago |
made my debut before you in the somewhat erit-
ieal light of a story teller, and when that gtory
lay befure me filling a conspicuous place in our
distriet papers in veritable print, the conscivus-
ness of its tuneness, stupidity and want of point

in its details, eansed me involuntarily to exelaim,
41 never will be guilty of the like fully again !
But within the last few days, a narrative which
1 came in posseesion of theongh the kindness of
an esteemed and vencrable relative several years
amo, hias stolen atom by atem upen my mind,
like the indistinet chimera of an almost forgotten
dream, and has propelled my rather meagre
jmagination toward putting it in some gort of
form : not that T consider myself able cither to
give an amusing, an instructive, or a decply in-
teresting sketel, but that it may possibly serve
as a beacon light to warn the unwary from the
eonsequences of youthful rashness.

Before eommeneing my narrative allow me to
introduce yvou to my great Aunt, Mrs, Patty
Jarvis. My fiest recolleetions of her, date from
the perivd when T was a little child; she was wy
father's Aunt and held in high cstimation by

him.
came to us, when in sickness and distress we |
needed sueh a friend, how she waited on ourJ
mother and petted her little ones, and how deep-
Iy we were all afflicted when she left us for a |
Liome in the fur West,

Aunt Jarvis had but ton elildren.
Adaughter, Elizabeth, married several vears be-
fure her visit to us (of which I will soon speak)

s eminent lawyer named Hildreth, who prac-
ticed in a pmall town not many wiles from the
Tler gon

I remember now how kindly she would

Her n'll]}‘ :

Mississippi river called Lingua-ville.
Jantes, who was but & few years old at the time
of his father’s death, was the pride of the old
lady’s existence. 1le, like his brother-in-law,
was a lawver—had been but lately admitted to |
the bar and they were practicing in co-partner- !
ship. !
Aunt Jarvis hal an interest fu alanded estate |
in our part of the country, which had been |
brouaght in suir, and had come on with the donble !
purpese of visiting her ol acquaintanees and |
weerlooking the progress of the law suit. When |
1 heard of her arrival in our neighborhood, my
gratifieation and delight were nnbounded 3 and !
I sent my carringe for ber forthwith, Tt wae |
near the elose of the day when she arrived and |
1 eprang to the gate to meet her—and there she |
was, the same kind sile llumining ler "“'15" !

features—1the same sweet, musical voiee greeting |
my ear as in J:\_\'s of old, with = Why dear s
this you ! Cun this be Angeline—this grown up |
woman with all these ehildeen about her 1V

My heart was too full to speak fur a moment.
After the kissing round of gelf and elildren, the
enquiries as to health &e., I ereorted her to the
house and into the chamber which T had been
for geveral hours endeavoring to render comfur-
table fur her accommodation.  “ Jow snng you
look, dear, and how grateful that glowing fire,
and g0 many children! Let me see, one, two,
is it possible you have four children! Why |
expeeted o see you alinost as small as when [
left here I

“ You have furgotten, Aunt, that time flies as
fast on the Atlantic as near your Western wa-
ters.”’

After disenenmbering hereeli’ of hioad, cloak,
and India-rubbers we procceded to the parlor,
where a commodivus rocking ehair and foot stool
awaited my guest. And really, when seated,
the countenance, dress and attitnde of Aunt
Tatty, made up a picture comfurtable 1o a degree.
Her dress, as in days of yore, was a rich black
silk, with the samic book muslin kerchief crossed
in ample and snowy folls seross her bosam, her
neat cap and white ribbons eontrasting beauti-
fully with the (as yet) raven blackness of her
hair, whilst her' mild, benevolent eye earricd
gladness to the heart, as the glowing sunshine
in the bright summer of life.  Afler all were set-
tled quictly round the fire, one of my “responsi-
bilities™ set up an inecssant cough, which having
lasted for several minutes Aunt Patty observed,
“why dont you cure that child, dear? Let e
give you Dr. Lartigue’s remedy, and [ warrant
you it will prove infallible. Tallow her breast
and the soles of her feet well before putting her
to bed and give lier a cup of red pepper tea
aweetened with honey”

The words had scaree escaped her lips, when
ju rushed my oldest hope with the blood stream-
ing in a torrent from his hand.

i Dear me,” | exclaimed, * what is the mat-
ter 7

i Alinost cut my hand off, inother—I was peal-
ing a potatoc and the old knife slipped.”

% Dont be frightencd dear,” said Aunt Patty
coming forward, * just give me a bit of cotton
and some lnudanumn—that is Dr. Lartigue’s ad-
vice and I never knew it fail.”?

Through Aunt Patty's cfforts the blood was
soon staunched and we were again scated when
I raiscd mny hand to my head.

i Have you the headache, dear,” enquired my

| you.

Aunt?

“ Only a temporary throb—I suffer with it ve-
casionally and the fright has brought it about
slightly.”

“ Let me preecribe for you, child. Dr Lar-
tigues practice is a cup of hot coffee, a warm
bath for the feet and a comfortable nap.”

Surely thought T to myself this Dr. Lartigue of
Aunt Patty’s, must have great success in prac-
tice—at least, I don’t think he ean kill many, if
his prescriptions are all as harmless as those ad-
vised by her.

During supper the old laldy took oceasion to
mention her Doctor’s name several times again,
and I eame to the conclusion that, sensible as I
knew her to be, she eertainly hiad a hobby and that
Liobby was Dr. Lartigue. So after a while I
enquired of her, * Aunt, do tell me who this Dr.
Lartigue is, of whom you speak o often 7

Annt Patty almost bounced out of her ehair,
Trightning ol Ponto and two or three cats whe
darted from the room.

% Dr. Lartigue ! Angeline, did yvou never hear
of D, Lartigue 2 Why, ehild, where have you
lived all vour life? I thought every body had
heard of o, But if you don’t know, I'll tell
In the first place, he immorialized him-
solf when young by a ecrtain love seape that he
got into, and more than that for miles upon
miles around Lingna-ville he does a great deal of
the Doctoring—he writes all the Wills, draws
up all the Land Titles—acts as umpire in settling
disputes—goes to all the weddings—kisses the
gitls—preseribes for the old ladies—eracks jokes
at the servants—spoils his wife and pets his chil-
dren.  In faet, he is the active prineiple in every
thing pertaining to Lingua-ville, and  Lingua-
ville could no more exist without Dr, Lartigue
than Dr. lLartigue could without eating and
drinking.”

“ Well, Aunt, what about the love serape?”?

“Wly, did vou never hear of lis coming
within an ace of marrying ever so many girls at
one tine 1™

i Merey on me, Aunt Patty! you ecertainly
must be joking. Lingua-ville is not settled up
with Turks, is it?"

 Nut guite, dear—but sure it is that Dr. Lar-
tigue ercated a great sensation there onee, by a
seripe of gome sort that he got into,”

* Pleare, that's a good Aunt, tell me all about
it," said T, iny organ of ideality having become
excited to its utinnst tension. % But firsttcdl me,
is he lwudsome?  1le certainly must be a per-
feet Adonis.”

% Dr. Lartigue handsome! What an idea!
Why ehild, he is just the ronghest looking fel-

| low you ever laid yonr eves upon, and not only

s0 in person but jv dress and manners.”

% Wit then made the givle all full in love wit)
him, Aum 7"

“1 did"nt say the girls all fell in love with him
—1I sail he was guing to marry scveral at the
sune time,”

“ Do Aunt tell me abut it

SV, that's what T ean’t do dear, and to tell
the truth I bave always thought that itmust have
been exageerated, letit have been what it mizhe
for Dr. L. is not the nan to do a dishonorable ©
thing—hic must have been the vietin of ¢ireum-
stanees.  Though Lauever heard the particulars
(for you know Lhave not lived many vears in
Langua-ville, [have it in my power to satisfy
you on the subject.  Just before Tleft home,
James came near getting homself into a love
serape, and as Jie happens to be a great favorite
with the Doctor, he related his history to my son
as a warning, Janes wase so much interested
that he seribbled it off, something like a regular
story, and guve it to me to read; but, as I was
busy for some time before T left, T put it away
among sume land papers that 1 had to bring with
me, aud so if you will got the children to bed
and every thing quiet, I will getit out of my
trunk and read it to you"

These instruetions having Leen obeyed, Aunt
Paity requested a servant to take a candle and
ao with her to her room, from whenee she soon
returned with a simall red trunk in one hand and
a bundle of papers in the other. % The manu-
seript is in this bundle, | think, and T shall have
to look it over to find it

So saying she seated hevself near the lamp, put
the trunk on the table and commenced untying
the broad red tape bound round the papers,  She
first took off’ a newspaper wrapper, then a color-
ed paper oue, and Jastly au envelope of parch-
ment, and began to lovk over the documents.
“ Let me seeif this is it,” said she peering seru-
tinizingly through her glasses, © Deed of con-
veyance—oh no! this is old John Smith's deed,
drawn in 1809, for that land in suit,” and she
plzeed it earcfully down.  * Grant of land from

his Britarie Majesty, George the—oh, no, this
isnotit.” “Plotof land taken by—Ilere, dear.
do look for it,”” and she handed me the bundle.
“ [ believe my poor cyes are giving out—but
you'll know it when you come to it; I got James
to label it for me.”

The first paper T looked at was another Deed,
the sceond a codicil to somebody’s Will, and I
began to think that Aunt Patty must be some-
what of a lawyer herself. At last my eye light-
ed on a paper, on the back of which was written
in & bold copy plite hana * Veritable History of
Dr. Joseph Lartigue, as reluted by himself.?
“ This is it Aunt, | suppose,” said I reading the
title.

 Yes, dear, and as [ can’t sec well to-night, I'll
get you to read it out, so we can both enjuy it.
If there is any one’s handwriting that [ ean read
cusily, it is my dear James's. [t is almost as plain
to me as the print of my large Polyglott Bible
or my new Watte & Rippon that he sent me,
when he was at Yale. He knew, dear fellow,
that nothing would please his old mother more
than a new hymn book.”

After getting throogh with some further in-

-| with, had acquired a respeciable edueation, and

stances of Jumes's kindnces, she settled herself
and I commenced 3

“TIE REMARKABLE HISTORY OF DR.
JOSEPII LARTIGUE.”

Anno Domini 183—, or thereabouts, two
young ladies were sitting at some faney work in
a poreh, in the respectable town of Lingua-ville.
A click at the gate caused them to look up, when
asprightly girl of seventeen sprang ap the steps,
*Good morning Careline ; how du you do Maria.
Have you heard the news 1

Newe! no, what is it 1"

“ Dr. Lartigue and Magdalene Winters are
to be married next Wednesday three weeks.”

& Ts it possible? Well, well, well 17?7

# Yes—going to be married, and &0 soon too!
would you have believed it 17

* Never in the world.”

“ Why not believe it,” said the third young
lady looking up quictly.

“ For very good reasons, Miss Carey—DMag-

dalene Winters is very pretiy, very rich, and a i
belle; Dr. Lartigue is neither handsome nor |
very rich, and not much of a beau, and therefore |
it surprises e’ |

# Perhapsif you were as well acquainted with |
Magdalene as 1 am, Mixs Myers, you would not i
be o much astonished after all. [ acknowledge |
that she is both pretty, rich and a belle—she also |
is in possession of a fund of good sense, which !
will prompt her to choose for hersell a linsband |
who possesses an honest heart and integrity of -
purpose, rather than a handsome face, and wlho !
will allow strict principles of morality and virtue I
to preponderate in the seale in which its opposite |
is only a lengthy purse.”

& That sounds very well, and T must acknow-
ledge to vou, Miss Carey, that if Dr. Lartigue |
isall you insinuate, it is not g0 very surprising |
after all.  Geold morning, girl«.” and away ran |
the volatile but good hearted Fogenia Myers to |
callon another fiiend. who lived at the extreme |
end of the town.  * [low do you do, Matilda?
What! sick as usual 1" said she to Miss Brent
who was always sick, without a little bit of gos-
sipto enliven her, * Ilave you heard the news "

¥ What news 1" exclaimed the victim of en-
nui, springing up from the sof,

“ Why, nothing less than that Dr. Lartigne
isto be married to Mazdalene Winters, next
Wednesday three weeks.” . 2

I heg your pardon, it is 2 mistake,” put in a
sour lovking dame; who had entered by an oppo-
site door,

 Dir, Lartizue is to be married next Wednes-
day three weeks, not to Miss Winters but to
Adelaide Garlington,”

Y Why, that eau’t be vo—I[ got it from Dora
Freemont, and ghe is to be Miss Winters' bridea-
mail,"

£ And I got it from Julia Whitlesbay, who ia |
to be Miss Garlington's bridesmaid," retorted the |
other lady.

Wl we won't quarrel abiout i, said Miss
Myers, who saw the eulor rising to the cross
dame’s brow.

* Ie surely can’t be going to marry both, al-
mast sereamed Matilda Brent quite recovered
trom her fndisposition.

Y Merey on me! perhups ke fa ' saild Eu-
genia, and away she darted for home. * Charley,
what do you think,” «aid she as sie entered the
house, “ Dr. Lartigne is to be married next
Wednesday three weeks to Magilalene Winters
and Adelaide Garlington.”

“Hurrah! by the Sultan, that will do," =aid
Charles Myera.  ® Going to marry two girls at
onetime?  Well! by the beard of the Prophet
and all the three wiled Bashas between the Gulf
of Veniee and the Bosphorus, the fellow should
be tied up ina sack and thrown to the fishes.”

 Rather have a bowstring round lis neek,”
grumbled the fither of Eugenin—“1 hope you
will have nothing to say to him Jenny.”

“ No indeed, pa—heean’t eatch me. T think
he will find his hands full with two wives to
manage—I gucss lie would beo put to it, with
three”

The news flew like wild-fire and in a fow
days it wasrepurted all over the country that
Dr. Lartigue was to be married to two, some
sand to five orsix girls the same night.

“Aunt,” said I stopping short, * it has just oe-
curred to me why your town is called Lingua-
ville. T guess from what I have read that it must
have been formerly a great place for gossip.'

“Formerly ! yes dear, not only formerly, but to
this day—and I am afraid that a more appropiiate
naine for it will never be found, for James tells
me “ Lingua® stands for tongue, It is nothing
but tittle-tattle from Monday—yes, from Sun
day morning till Saturday night. The Lingua-
villians have so much business to attend to for
other people, that they don’t ind much time to
attend to their own concerns, and if it was not
for Dr. Lartigue—but do, dear, goon; [ want
to know if he really was going to marry two
girls at onec 1

Now, patient reader, that I have given you
the quintescence of the gossip upon the subjeet,
I will proceed, with couein James, to enlighten’
you as to the truth of the matter, as given by
the slandered Doctor to him, but reported in
cousin James's. own lunguage, as nearly as [
nuw remember it.

 Dr. Lartigue, aftcr combating manfully with
the obstaclis which orphan boys frequently meet

commenced the study of medicine with a high-
ly respectable physician. He was a young stu-
dent and susceptible, and his preceptor was
rich in the possession of a very lovely daughter,
his ouly child, the pride and glory of his old
age. Day after day, as young Lartigue met the
sweet wining beans of Magdalene's violot eyes,
he fult the fascination of their guileless influence,
and bowed to its thraldom, and before heleft
DLer preseence, for the regions of & Northern

winter, and for-the mental struggles which
were to enable him-‘"tjl pass ecreditably throngh
the first Medical University in the United
States, he had determined, if the coveted goal
was attained, and the acme of his hopes sub-
stantiated, to lay higlieart and diploma together
ather feet; but if'le was rejeeted he would
throw the parchment in the Mississippi, and
himself fly to the mé_’an, if he could—anywhere,
so he never heard of-her aguin.

The race was run—the victory achieved, and
after having stood "invulnerable the battering
furecs of scores of yankee damsels, hie returned
to his home and hisfirst love. They met—he
wrusted she loved him for the erimson tide of
life sufused her faceiwith innumerable blushes,
whicl his eaptive heaft interpreted most favora-
bly, and he determined that he woulil svon
know his fate. A.;g?w days after their first
mceting & pic-nic wa to come off in Lingua-
ville.  Ihe young ' Doctor, after spending
full five minutes at the glass (4 thing which he
had never been known to be guilty of before in
Lis life,) humming all the while from Durn's
spirited ® Bruee’s address at Bannockburn,”
¢ Xow's the day and now’s the hour,’ started
full tilt Jown stairs, vfns soon out of the duor,
and on the street with a white silk glove on one
land, a black woollen onc on the other—his
pocket handkerchief, (a flaming bandanna) on
liis neck, his eravat i his hand—one boot fuirly
glistuing in its cont of ** Day & Martin's best,”
the otlier Jookiug a8 if it had never felt a brush.

Ilis kindlady saved Lim from exposing lim-
self, fur just huving returned from narket, she
met him a short distanée from the door, and in
her horror and astonishment let fall her basket,

his effurts to eolleet the seattered contents of |

whieh brought them buth to their senxes,

# [ the name of gracious, Dr. Lartigue, you
are not going to the - pic-nie in that trim wre
you " 3

The mesmerized son of Esculapins looked first
at s hands, then at his feet, and rushed back to
the house at the rate of ten knots an hour,  Ile
soon adjusted his toilette to Lis full satisfaetion,
and made another move toward the sevne of
festivity. 7ol

Befure gaining the g'gbrc he met with a friend
of his, award of Dr. Winters, and consequent:
Iy very intimate withethe family. After the
usual salntations  were glmc_-_thrun];f withy
Wayne, with a knowing wink began to banter
the Duetoras to his affaire de caeur. * 1lave
vou popped the question yet, Lartigue 7

“No, Wayne, Lut to be candid with youl
must know my fate to-day !

“Too late, Lartigue; what do you think of
thin ?? and he drew from his vest pocket a deli-
cately perfumed paper, from which he took a
tiny boquet, a simple bay leaf and sprig of ruse
eeranium.

The poor Noctor staggered hack as if strick-
on by an invisible hand, but after making a pow-
crful effurt at composure he replied quickly,
“ Very good, Wayne—I wish you all happincss,
and turned away, ealling every feding of pride
and resentment to his bosom to enable lim to
meet the day-star of his existence, without
betraying how deeply he felt himself injured.

Thut two days before, e had scen those snine
aromatie leaves confined together by the deli-
eate azure ribbon, (the emblem of constaney)—
had heard from her own sweet lips, how that
the bay siguificd © Preference™—the geranium
& T ghange but in dying.” and oh ! how he had
coveted those simple emblems of God's love to
lis dependent and erring ehildren, that e might
bind them to his heart as a talisman to guard
him from every evil—and they given to anoth-
er ! and that at the very time when his heart
bounded at the prospect of hearing from her
own sweet voice the confirmation of his boyish
dreams—his more matured hopes!

Alas! poor Dr. Lartigue! Alas! unfortunate
Cupid ! how often hast thou sprung thy bow in
very thoughtlessness, verifying the sentiment
lheedlessly engraven on  thy ‘quiver.—Full
many a heart is canght in the rebound.”

The Doetor, in common with all the rest of
the sons aud daughters of our frail mother, had
his weaknesses—very trivial indeed, but still
they were weaknesses. He was rather impul-
sive and sometimes acted ungoardedly,

On gaining the grove, chance first led him to

‘the group in which was Magdalene Winters,

chatting familiarly with Wayne who had pre-
ceded hime  With an iey bow, which sent the
Llood from the fair check of the poor girl ina
burning torrent to her hicart, hie passed on to
another in which a very sprightly, intelligent
young lady was the centre of attraction. In a
very few moments Dr. Lartigue wus in their
midst, carr}'ing_un an interesting eonversation
with Miss Garlington. Pleased with her attrac-
tive manners and charmed by her vivacity, he
began to feel indeed that Tie might find another
who would compensate im for the loss of his
early love, and as the conviction would foree
itsell upon him,that she had indireetly at lcast
plighted herself to another, _hc determiined that
he would forget hier—that she should be shut out
from his heart forever.

The day passed on, the Doctor shewing un-
remitting attentions to Miss Garlington, whilst
Wayne paid his devoirs to Miss Winter. Tis
true that once or twice the Doctor caught a
rather reproachful glanee from the latter, which
he construed into Tooks of contempt or disgust.
The more assiduons Wayne was to Magdalone,
the more did his rival endcaver to_forget her,
and transmit his affections to Adclaide.—Every
thing must have an end and so had the pic-nic.
The weather being beautiful and the streets in
fine order for walking, a great many returned
home on foot. The Doctor, gave Miss Garling-
ton his arm and they proceeded to the residence
of her Aunt, with whom she resided,  0ld Mrs,

Garlington had a sort of aliking for the young
Doctor and kept at a respeetful distance behind.
Every thing scemed propitivus and the Doctor
commenced—* Do you believe in love at first
sight, Miss Garlington 17

“1 do sic—therc is nothing to me half soro-
mantie !

Do you thing that one could love as ardent-
Iy the man whom she had just become aequaint-
ed witly, 13 if she had known him for years 1"

“Certainly ; 1 should think that one could
love more devotedly when unaware of the
weaknesses and fuilings of which every one
must be more or less the vietim whilst young.”

“ Miss Garlington, I never had the pleasure
of an acqnaintanee with you before to-day, need
Ideclare to you that the impression you lave
made on my heart can never be efficed 7 Could
you return the love of one so utterly unworthy?

The young lady, flattered perhaps by the
conquest of the newly dubbed M, D., gave
a favorable answer, aml cre they gained the
! house they had plighted their vows of love,

For several days Mrs. Garlington's servant |
was kept busy opening the door for the newly
affianced worshiper of Ilippoerates, or rubbing
i Lis finger marks from off the bright brass
knocker,

Abouta week after the pie-nic, on his hume-
ward-way the Doctor met his friend Wayne, by
whom he was accosted thus—* I suy Lartizue
why de you go so often to Mrs, Garlington’s 2

“ 1 did not know, Mr. Wayue, that I was ae-
countable to you for my actions.”

& ) know that, Lartigue, but[ am anxious to
know why you go there 1

#1 do not acknowledge vour right to act
as father confessor to me, sir,"" said the Doetor
haughtily.

Y Lartigne Tknow that you are angry. I be-
seech you to be conl. T am afvaid that I have
wronged you, my friend. Magdalene Winters
did not give me those leaves 1 showed you—l]
took them from hier when I almost knew she in
tended them for you. I acted the raseal toward
you-—can you forgive me 2" almost sereamed the
repentaut Wayne, as hie sprang forward to eatel
the horror stricken victim of his fun.  * [ heard
you speaking to Magdalene about the boquet—
licard her interpret the linguage, and when yon

possession of my brain. 1 took them before her
—she entreated with tears in her cyves that T
should give them back, but I, tov iutent on wor- |
rying you, would not do it.”?

% You have made mea villain by that Satavie
trick. I have promised to wed another whom,
befure my God, I thought Tloved. In my indiz-
nation at what I believed the most heartless
coquettry, 1 determined to forget Mazlalene,
but now that T know that I was deceived, my
love for the idol of my youth has returned in
full power.”

And the strong man wept.  Woman may
weep, for her nature is gentle, and her sympa-
thive easily excited, but when man weeps, then
God Tielp him ! Then there is oceasion for tears
—then surely ademon would compassionate.

* Lartizne, by all that is holy Lonly intended
to worry you—say, can yvou forgive me? [ fecl
that [ ean never forgive myselt,”

“Your indiscretion is nothing to mine, Wayne.
I have involuntarily deceived one whom [ believe
to be a paragon among her sex.  To marry her
would be to perjure myself in the sight of God
—would make me unutterably wretehed, What
shall 1do 27

“ Lartigue, it may be. presumption in me to
advise after acting the part that T have—but,
let me entreat you, goto Miss Garlington, ex-
plain things to her as they really are, and if she
js the woman [ take her to be, she will release
you unhesitatingly and without a single devia-
tion from self respeet.”

Without a word Dr. Lartigne turned back
and in ten minutes was with Miss Garlington,
Without any preface and with all hamility, le
gave a striet explanation and begged her not to
despise him.  With the dignity which would
liave become a princess, she answered lim,
“Dr. Lattigne, so far from despising you, I
honor and admire the magnanimity with which
you have explained away your conduet. Yon
lhave a full and uneonditional release, and miay
Tleaven smile on you and her, who is the chosen
of your heart! My vanity was excited at the
idea of being loved at first sight, I feel now that
we have both acted precipitately.”

The Doctor with a fervent ont-pouring of
thanks and a load of adamant removed from bis
bosom, left her. DMiss Garlingten Aad been
rather precipitate, for the day before she had in
a spirit of pleasantry asked a friend to act as
Lridesmadi. The friend, from revent circum-
stances, guessed who was to be the groom—
henee the report.

The Doctor procceded from Mrs, Garlington's
directly to Dr. Winters’, He met Magdalene
in the flower garden, invited her ton xeat inan
arbour, and there with the beams of IHeaven
shining benignly upon them, poured into her not
unwilling car, vows of love honorable as ever
glowed in the bresst of man. They were en-
gaged, Gossip with her Argus eyes, her ten
thousand tongues and ten times ten thousand
envenomed stings was abroad. Things were
magnified and misconstrued, until Lingua-ville
was ina perfeet fever of excitement. But of
this the doomed Doctor was ignorant. At last one
morning about a week before the intended mar-
ringe, n note. was brought 1n by.s servant res
questing his immediate attendance at D Win-
ters’,

. With a sickniig presentiment of evil, he
hastened to obey the summons. A servant
ushered him-into the parlour in which he found
Magdalene glone, ber face pale as death, She

left, | eaw her Eiuﬂ: them in a book wlieh yon i .
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-never ventured-to pay particular attention to any.

bowed very coldly and requested him to be
scated. Secarcely knowing what he did, he
placed his hat on the piana and scated himself on
the sofa at her sidle—* Magdalene,” he said ¢n-
deavouring to take her hand, “ tell me what is
the matter 1

She moved farther off and with as much severi
ty as her sweet nature could sssmme, answered,
% Dr. Lartigue,—a few moments ago, I beard
from undoubted authority that but a few days
before you addressed me, you engaged yourself
to Miss Garlington. Your engngement with me
from this moment ceases. I both pity and for-
give yon."

“ So spoke the cherrub and the grave rebuke

Severe in }-uulhful beamy added

Invicible.'

Sherose toleave the room. Pride, that bane
of mau's happiness, took possession of our hero's
bosom—he made no explanation, but rose to
and offured his hand, * Let us at least part as
friends, Miss Winters, for we part forever., May
vou find one who will prove to you far more
than T eould ever hope to be. God bless you!®
and he rushed from the room,

And now did the hydra, seandal, spit forth
her most virulent poison,  Sume said that Dr,
Lartigue had promised to marry every girl in
Lingua-ville. Others #aid he was engaged to
two or three dozen at the North who were anx- |
iously awaiting him.  The young ladies frowned !
and tossed their hieads at lim as be passed. The
old ones avoided hin as they would have dene
the plague.  The strects of Lingua-ville were
thronged from morning until night.  Groups
colleeted in the stores, at the Post Office, near
the doors of the Churches. The ladies lad
converzationes and tea partics--revived their sew
ing socivty--the temperanee sosiety had a meeting
—all to discuss Dr Lartigue.  The odd-fullows =
No! Heaven bless the odd-fellows ! they had
nothing to dv with it.  Their motto is ** Truth,
Love, Charity,"—they could not so far forget
them. They could never eondescend to slinder
a man to death.  Dut such another stew as Lin-
gua-ville worked itsell into, never was, anld
never will be known again through all time.

Two ol Jadies died, actually died of goss'p.
One talked hersell into an inflamatory fever,
hier organ of wonder being astonishingly well
developed—the otlier from inctien after the

on
gossip.  Dr. Lartigue's friends soon  become
like angels visits, “few and far between,” A few
tried and true stood by him nobly.

As for the Doctor's patients, the very few
that were willing to trust their lives in the
hands of such a monopolizing monster, come
near paying dearly for their recklessness.  Now
the Doetor was more of a ITomeopathist than
any thing else, and bread pills, starch powders,
and lavender flavored water made up the sum
total of the eontenta of his medicine chest. It
i true, for the name of the thing, he had laid
in a small quantity of ealumed and tartar emetie,
but the above mentioned laemless aperients,
absorbents, or what ever else he intended them to
be were his favorite medicines—always cxeepting
quiniue fur ¢hills, and opiwm for aches and pains.

Such was the sate of mind of the poor
fullow, that on  bLeing ealled in to sce an
old Ilady who was troubled with the heart
burn, and for which he intended giving a table-
spoon full of powder of starch, he mistook the
paper and gave her ealomel instead.  As zood
luek would have it, he found out his mistake
time cnough to save her by an emetie.  To ais-
other he zave an over dose of opinm for nssa-
feetida, which caused the patient to gleep for
several days, and it was a wonder the poor crea-
ture ever gotover it; she looked slecpy for
weeks and months after.

Tine with his never-tiring wing moved on-
ward, and things finally beeame more quict.
The Doctor got so that he could look up onee
more. The ladies began to smile on Lim again,
but he proved to beas the air invulnerable. 1le
met Wis old loves with great eomposure of man-
ner aud with Lis hand on his licart conld truth-
fully exclaim:

** The conflict is over, the struggle is past,
1 l:n;::q:ooked, I huve loved, I have worshiped my
Now back to the world and let fate do her worst

On the heart, that for thee such devotivn hath
nursed.”

In due course of time, one of the young ladics
married a man of high standing, and the other,
who was reported to be in a deeline, went with
her friends to Europe.  Iyiends again began Lo
aather, from sheer admiration at the manner
with which he bore hig vivissitude. IIe bought
a farm in the environs of Lingua-ville, had a
cottage built and removed thither. The girls
hoped that his heart was not quite shattered to
pieces; but though he showed respeet to all,
waited on them when it came in his power, lie

About three years after these memorable
events, whilst visiting some fricnds twenty or
thirty miles from hoine, he stumbled across the
path of an ** unco-wee thing, just frac from her
manmmie,” as wild and almost as unlettered as a
Pattawatoroy Prineess, True, she had been a
few yonrs at a boarding school—spent a few win-
ters in a city—but what of that? She knew
sbout as much as many others who enjoy the
like advantages, comparatively nothing. The
Doctor was pleased with her, gave her a history
of his former loves, and courted her. She was
ardent, impulsive, and in * maideti meditation
faney frec;” and in sheer gratitude that one
should love such a frail, faulty mortal as herselr
retutned to him the full measure of his love, and
Dr. Lartiguo and_Emma Mellenry were hur-
ried ==

Here the manuseript closed—and in a sbort
time every eye was closed about the Lousej for

Aunt Patty continued with us for several
weeks,  Her law-suit was at length gained, and
she returned to Lingua-ville, her ¥ dear James”
and scarcely less dear Dr. Lartigne. By aletter
reccived from her shortly thereafter, we learned
that said Doctor and his lady were very patterns
of married life—that the once scandalized man
had wmade one of the best and noblest of hus-
bands—that his little wife was as entircly devoted
to him ashe was toher—and that, in short, they
were enjoying the very essence of connubial
bliss. And, we doubtnot, they are enjoying the
same on this very 6th of February, 1852,

=I5

From the Charleston Mercury, Gth inst. =

The South Carolina Rail-Road
and the Augusta Bridge.

Attention is called to the advertisement of
the Agent of the South Carolina Rail-Road
Compnny in this day’s paper, in reference to
the delivery of guods at Augusta, Tt will
be perceived that there is no change of rates
in consequence of recent events.

The ecireumstances which called forth {his
annuuncement ought to be explained. In
the year 1850 the Legislature of South Car-
olina conferred on Henry Shultz of Ham-
burg, the right to levy tolls on the passage
across the Savannah river—the charter be-
fore granted under which the city of Augus-
ta claimed that right, having expired. No
attempt was ever made to enforce thix right
till recently, wlhen Gen. Jones and J. J, Ken-
nedy, the assignees and administrators of Mr.
Shullz, revived the right and have ereeted a
toll gate near the Lridge and established a
turift’ of tolls, with the consent of the Town
Council of Hamhurg. This proeceding has
produced much excitement in Augusta, and

{ at a called Mecting of Couneil the following

proceedings took place:

Feprvary 3d, 1852.—Mr. Harper intro-
duced the following Preamble and Resolu-
tionz, which were passed.

The City Council of Augusta have bLeen
informed, on eredible anthoriry, that certain
individuals have, with the consent of the
Town Council of Hamburg, erected a Toll
house and put up a gatein one of the streets
of that town, near the Angusta Bridge, for
the purpose of enforeing, under the provision
of a charter granted by the State of South
Carolina to Henry Shultz, the colleetion of
what is ealled Toll, for passing said Bridge,
which is not the property of the partics
about to attempt to collect said contribution,

S0 Bde i
olher authority than that of the City Couneil
of Augusta, who own said Bridge, such full
toll be charged by the Bridge Keeper for
passing said Bridge, as the eharter altows.

Resolved, That as soon as reliable infor-
mation shall be received by his Honer the
Mayor, that said attempt 1o colleet such con-
tribution. improperly called Toll,is abandon-
ed, the rates of toll at said Bridge, shall
theneeforth be the same as they are at pre-
sent,

A true exiract from the minutes of Coun-

cil, February 3d, 1852,
(Signed) L. L. ANTONY,
Clerk of Ceuncil.

——— s

“Tuz Farrnrern Execvriox of Tre Law,?
—The Fhiladelphia  Pennsyivavian mukes
the following comments on the ennclusion
of the long farce of the €hirfstiana trials,
The “finality of the compromise™ s beauli-
fully illustrated by these proeeedinas,

“We learn from the Laneaster Intelli-
gencer, that the Christiina murderers and
rioters have been finally discharged, and the
grave charges preferred against them entirely
abandoned. This ends the whole proceed-
ings. The United States eourt may have
done their duty and the grand jury of Lan-
caster county may have discharged their
oblirations, but the truth is palpable, that
the murdering of one man, and the serious
wounding of another, still remains unvindi-
eated,

The laws of this State were recklessly
vivlated—the Constitution and laws of the
United States were trampled under foot, and
a citizen of another State ruthlessly assassi-
nated by a band of desperate fanaties—and
vet not one of the murderers were discov-
ered or punished.  And all this' oecurred in
Pennsylvania—in the midst of a people
proverbial for their devotion to the commun
interests of the entire country—in the broad
blaze of open day—with an ex-governoral-
most  within hearing of the tumult—and,
no one hag been punished, There is a neg-
lect somewhere—there is a flagrant violation
of duty, the preecedent of which will be in-
fuential for future trouble and disorder,

The Christiana riéts, resulting in death and
Llocdshed, will long be remembered with
shame by the people of this State, and re-
garded with indignation by the eitizens of
the whole Union. The offended majesty of
lnw, and violated dignity of order, have been
cither ignorantly or contemptuously negleet-
ed ; and wherever the fault lies the refribu.
tien will be dreadful.”

A rapper in New England, of the Andrew
Jaekson Davis sehool, professes to have had
a recent communicatioh from the epirit of
Etban Allan, ifi which he stated that he and
Tom Puaine were stopping at a hotel kept by
John Bunyan.

—_———e—

IrorTANT 10 Laptks—The following is
recommended as a sure way of rendering the
volors in calioes permanent, and prevent
them fading by subsequent washing: “infuse
three gills of salt in four quarts of boiliny
water, and put the calicoes in while hot, an
leave until ¢old.” ~

A rich bachelor of New Jersey recently
dicdy leaving by will several legacies of from
ten to tiventy-five hundred dollars each, to
ladies whom he had addréssed, but who had
rejected him. He said that they had after-
wards grown so ugly that he could not bo
sufficiently grateful. ~

“«Woop is the thing after all,” as tl.w
man with a pine leg said when the mad
dog bit it. SN

Ask her mother, and multiply the answer

the hour of rest bad fully arrived,

by two. The quotient will be the answer,

but: beloug tu the city; of Augusta. - There--
A g oy e b SR

To AscerTaIx A Younc Lapies Ace.




