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1 have, Senalors, belioved from the first.

—{Trat the ngitation uf thessutjecr:of slavery.

would, il not preveated by same limely #nd
effective measures, eud i disunion.  En-
tertaining this opinion, I have, on all proper
occasious, endeavored 1o call the atiention
ofthe two great partivs which divide the
country o induce them 1o adopt such men-
sures lo preveul so grent a tlisasier, hut
without success.  The agitation has been
permitted 1o proceed. with alinost no at-
tempt to resist;it, vntil it has reached a pe-
riod when it can ne longer be disguised or
denied that the Union isin davger. You
have thus had furced upan you the greatest
and the grovest question that cuu ever
come under your consideration.  How can
the Union be preverved ?

To give a satisluctory aunswer to this
mighty question, it is indispensable to have
an accurate aud thorough knowledge of
the nature and the character ol the cause
by which the Union ise udangered. With-
out such koowledge itis impossible to pro~
pounce with any certaioty, by what mea-
aure it can be saved ; just as it would be
impossible fur a physician t pronounce in
the case ol some dungerous disease, with
any cerainty, by what remedy the patient
could be saved, without similar Ruowledge
of the nature and character ol the cause of
ihe disease. 'The first question. then, pre-
gented for considerntion, in the investiga-
tion | propuse to make, in order 1o obtain
such knowledge, is: What is it that Las
endangercd this Tnion?

T'o this question there can he but one
answer; that the immedinte cause is the
alinost universsl discontent which pervades
all the States compnsing the Svuthern sec-
vion of the Union.  Tnis widely extended
discontent is not of recent vrigin, It com-
menced with the agitation of the slavery
question, nwl has been increasing ever
since.  The uext question, going one siep
further back, is: Whit has caused 1hie
widely diffused and almust universul cis-
——epotens ] - : - ~—

1t is a great mistake tn suppose. as snme
have doue. that it originated with dema-
gognes, who excited 1he diseoatent with
the intention of aiding their persanal al-
vaneement, or with the disappoimed ambi-
tion ol eerizin politicians, who resorted to
it ns the means of reirieving their tortunes,

On the contrary, all the great political in-

fluences of the section were arrayed agains

exciiement, and exerted 1o the utmos:
keep the people quiet.  The preat mass
of the people of the South were divided,
as in the other section, into \Whigs and

Demoerats.  The leaders anil the presses

of _both partics in the South were very so-
licituus 1o prevent excitement and o pre~

serve guiel; beeause it was scen that the
effects of the former would necessarily
rend 1o weaken, if vot destroy, the polii-
cal ties which united them with their res-
pective parties in the wther seetion. Those
who know the strength ol party ties will
readily appreciate the force which this
cause exerted agitation, and in faver of
preserviug qniet.  Bat, as great as it vias,
it wina not sulliciently so to prevent the wide
spread discontent which now pervades the
section.  Nuj some eause, [ar deeper and
muore powerful thau the ane'supposed. muost
eaist, to account fordiscontent so wide and
deep. ‘e gquestion, then recurs : W hat
is the eaunse of this discontent? It will he
found in the beliel’ of the people of the

Southern States, as prevalent as the“dis-

content itsell, that they cannot remain. as
things now are, cousistently with hunor anid
salety, in the Union. The next question
to be considered is : What has caused this
beliel’?

One of the conses is, undoubtedly, to be
traced 1o the [ong-continued agitation of
the slave question on the part of the North,
and the many ageressions which they have
made vpon the rizhts of the South during
the time.  } will not enumernte them at
present, a8 it will be done hereafier in iis
proper place.

Phere s another lving back of i1, with
which this is intimately connected, that
may be reaarded ns the great and primary
cause. 1 is 1o be found in the lact that the
erquilibrium between the 1wao seciions in the
Government, a5 it stond when the Consti-
tution was ratiied and the Government
put in action, has been degroved. At
thay sime there was nearly. a periect equi-
librimmn between the two, which afforded
ample means to each (o protect itself
aoaiust the aggression of the:dother; but,
as it now stands, one seclion has the exclu-
sive pawer of eontroHing the Guvernment,
which leaves the ether withodt any ade-
guate means of protecting itsell against
its encroachment and oppression. To place
this subject distineily helore you, I have,
Senutors, prepared a brief stanstical siate-
ment, showing the relative weight of the
iwo sections in the Government under the
first census of 1790 and the iaiut census of
1840.

Acenrding to the furmcr..lht;:'_pnpulatinn
of the United States, including Vermont,
Kemucky and Tennessee. which then

“were in their incipient conditiuf of beeom-
ing States, but were notactually admitted,
amounted 10 3.929.827.- Of thls number
the Northern Siates had 1,971,899, and
the Southern 1.952.072, moking a differ-
ence of anly 25,827 in favor of the [ormer
States, The oumber of States,incluiling
Vermont, Kentucky aud Tennessee, wese

1
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sixteen ; of 'which eight. including Ver-[rha South was deprived of i1s due share

mont, belonged to the Narthern Section, |
and eight, including Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, 1o the Southern, making an rqual

of the Territories, orizinuted with the Con-
federncy, whieh preceded the existence off
this Goverument. Itis o be fvond in the

division of the States, between the two ! provision of the Ordinance of 1787, ls

sections, under the first census,

There | effect wasio exclude: the South entirely

was a small preponderance in the House | from that vast and fertile region’ which lies
of Representatives, and in the electoral | benween the Ohio sud the “Mississippi ri-

college, in favor of the Northern, owiug-to
the fact that, aceording 1o the provisious of
the Constitution, in estimating federal
numbers, five slaves couot but three 3 but
it was o small toaffect sensibly, the pera
fect equilibrinm, which, with that excep-
tion, exisied ar the ‘time. Such wos the
equality of the two sections when the
States composing them agreed (o enter
into a Pederal Unioa. Since then the
equilibrium between them has beew greatly
disturhed.

According to the last ceneus the apare-
gate pupulation of the U. States amounted
10 17,063,437 of whieh the Northern section
comained 9,728,920, and the Suuthern
7,314,537, making a dJiffereace, in round
numbers, of 2,400,000, Thoe number, of
States had increased from sixieen 1o twens
ty-six, making an addition ol ten States.
Iu the meantime the pasition of Delaware
had become doubtiul as 10 which section
she properly belongs, Considering her as
neutral, the Northern Siates will have
thirteen and the Southern Sintes twelve,
making a dilference in the Senate ol two
Senators indavor of the former.  Accord-
ing 10 the apportionment under the census
of 1840, there were 223 members of the
House of Representatives, ol which the
Northern Stares had 135, aud the Southern
States feonsilering Delaware us neuvtral.)
87, makioz a dilfercnce in favor of the
former in the House of Representatives of
4S.  The dillerence in the Senate of tnwo
memhers, adding to this, pives 10 the
Nurth, iu the Eleciorul Cullege. a majority
of 50. Since the census of 1810, four
States have been ndded 1o the Union:
lowa, Wisconsin, Florida, and Texas.
They leave the difference in the Senate as
it stond when the census was 1sken; but
atll two to the side of the North in the
House, making the present mujority in the
House in its favor of 30, aud in the clecto-
ral cullege of 52,

'he result of the whole is 10 give the
Northern section a predominauee in every
department of the Government, and theres
by conceutrate in gt the two elemenis
& IO TS i ety 0 o 1OV E FRTTEAT
a majority of States, sud a majority of the
population, estimated in lederal numbers,
Whatever sectivn concentrates the 1wo in
itsell possesses the control ol the entire
Government.

But we are at the close of the sixih de-
cade, uml the commengement of  the
seventh, The census is w be tuken this
year, which must add greatly 1o the deci
ded prepondernnce of the North in the
[House of Representatives and in the elee-
wral college.  The prospect is, also, that
a great increase will be added o s presen
preponderance in the Senate, during the
parivd of the decade, by the addition of
new Siatos. ‘Two Territories, Oregon,
and Minesota, are already in progress, and
sirenuous efluris are making 1o bring in
three additional Sintes fram the Territory
recently conquercd from  Mexien, which,
il successful, will add three other Suates,
in a short time, o the Northern sectiun,
mwaking five States; and increasing the
present number ol its States from fifteen 1o
iwenty, and ol j13 Senutors ffom thirty to
forty.” On the contrary, there is nota sin-
sle ‘Territory . progress in the Southern
seetion, amd no certainty that soy addi-
tional State will be added 10 it during the
decade. The pmspect then is, that the
1wo seetions o the Senate, should the ef
forts now made 1o exclude the South from
the newly acquired Territories succeerd,
will stant, befure the end of the decude,
twenty Northern Stares to twelve South-
ern, (eonsidering elaware as neutral)
and forty Northern Seoators to tweuty-
four Southern. This great increase of
Senators, ndded 1o the preat increase of
memibers of the [ouse of Rupresentatives
and the electorallcollege on the part of
the North, which musi take place under
the next deeade, will effectually and irve-
trievably destroy the equilibrigm which
existedd when the Governmentecommenceed.

[Had this destrizetion been the operation
of time. without the interference ol Gav-
ernment. the South would have had nn
reason to complain i but such was not the
fact.  lo was caused by the legislation of
this Govermment, which was appointed as
the eommon agert of all, and charged
with the protection of the interests and se-
curity of all.  The legislation by which it
has beeu effected, may he classed under
three heads. 'Fhe [rst is, that series of
acts by which the Sowh has been excluded
from the comnon Tepritory belonging
all of the States, as the members of the
Federal Uniou, and which have had the
effect of extending vasily the portion al-
lomedd 1 the Northern sectingo, and res-.
tricting within narrow limits, the portion
left the Suuth. The next cousisis in adopt-
ing a system of revenue and dishurse-
ments, by which ap undue proportion of
the burden of 1axation has been impnsed
upon the South, and an undue proportion
ol its proceeds a; propriated to the North;
and the lastis a system of political mea-
sures by which the original characier of
the Governnient has been radieally chang-
el, | propose o hestow vpon each of
these, in the order they stand, a few re-
marks, with the view of showing that it is
awing to the action of this Government
that the equilibrom between the two sees
tions has been destroyed, aml the whule
powers of the system centered in a sec.

vers, now embracing five States and one
Territery. The next of the series is the
Missouri Compromise, which excluded the
South*from that large portion of Louisiana
which lesuorth of 369 30, excepting what
is iccluded in the State of Missouri. The
Inst of the senes excluded the South from
the whole of the Orezon Territory.  All
these, in the slang of the dny, were what
is called slave 1erritores, and not [ree soil;
that is, territories belonging 10 slavehnlding
powers and open fo the emigration of mas-
ters with slaves. By theso several acts,
the South was excluded from 1,238,025
square miles, an extent of country cvnside.
rably exceeding 1ho entire valley af the
Mississippi.  To the South was left the
pertinn of the Territory of Louisiana lyinp
south of 862 30, and the portion north of
it inchuded iu the State of Missouri. The
purtion lving south of 360 30/, including
the States of Louisiana and Arkansas, and
the territory lying west of the latier and
south of 369 30", ealled the Indian country.
“This, with the Territory of Florida, now
the Siate, makes in the whole 233.503
square miles. To this must be added the
territory acquired” with Texas. Jf the
whole should be added 1o the Sonthern
seetion, it would make an increase of 225,-
520, which would make the whole left v
the South G0D.023. Bat a large psrt of
Texas is still in contest beétween the two
sertions, which leaves it uncertain what
will he the real extent of the portion of
territory that may be lelt 1o the Svuth.

1 have not included the territory recently
sequired by rhe treaty with Mexico, T'he
North is making strenuous efforts 1o appro-
printe the whole 1o hersell, by excluding
the South from every foot of it. If she
should succeed, it will add to that from
whick ==~ South-has olready been exclu-
ded, : waan i
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I’rﬂ']

clud

in ¢

upt

dee

Hrdiz!

wl

S

i

i
&

-

destroyed the equuinrinm between uie twu
sections in the Governurent.

The next is the system of revenue and
disbursements which has been wlopted by
the Government. It is well known that
the Government has derived its revenue
mainly from duties on jmperts. | shall
not undertako 1o show that sueh duties
must necessarily fall maiuly on the expor-
ting Stares, and that the South, as the
great exporting portion of the Union, has
m reality paid vastly more than her due
proportion of 1he revenue; hecause L deem
it unnecessary, as the subject has on so
many oczasinng been fully diseussell.  Nuor
shull I, fur the same reason, undertake to
show that a far greater portion of the rev.
enue hias been disbursed at the North, than
its due share; and that the joint effect of
these causes has Deon to transfer a vast
amount from South to North, which, under
an equal system of revenuo aud dishurse-
ments, would not have bheen lost to ker.—
10 10 this be adided that many ol the duties
were imposed, not for revenue, but [or pros
tection—that is, intended 1o put money,
not in the treasury, but directly into the
pocket of the manufacturers—snme con-
ception may be formed of the immense
amount which, in the long course of sixty
yeurs, has heen transferred from South 1o
Nuorth.  There are no data by which it
cun be estimated with any certainty 5 b
itis sale to szy that it amouvats to hun-
dreds of millions of dollars.  Under the
most moderats estimate, it would be sulfi-
cient (o add pgreatly o the wealih of the
Narth, and thus greatly increase her pop.
ulation by atiraciing emigration fronr all
quarters o that seclion.

This, combined with the great and prim-
ary cawse, amply explains why the North
has acipuired a preponderance over every
department of the Government, by irs dis-
proportimate increase of population aml
States.  The former, as na been shown,
has increased in filty years 2,400,000 over
that of the South. Thi- fn. rease of pops
ulation, during so long a .c,.ud is, satisfac-
Inrily acconnted for by the number of em-
izrauts, and the increase of their descend-
auts, which have been auracted to the
Northern sections, from FEurope aud the
South, in consequence of the advantnges
derived lrom the eauses assigued.  If they
hal not existed—if the South hud retained
all the capital which has been extracted
from her by the fiseal action of the Gov-
ernment; and, if it had not been excluded
hy the ordinance ol 'S7, and the Missouri
Compromise. from the regivn lying le-
tween the Ohio and the Mississippi Rivers,
and between the Mississippi and the Rocky
Mountains, North of 300 30'—it searcely
admits of a doubt, that she would hive di
vided the emigration with the North. and
by retaining her own people, would have
at least equalled the North iu population,
under the census of 1840, and probably
under that about to be taken.  She would,
ulsn, il she had retained her equal rights
in those Territories. maintuined an equali-
ty in the number of States with the Noxth,

tional majorily. )
"T'he first uf the series of acts by which

and have preserved the equilibrinimn be-
tween the two sections that existed at the

mmmmcemi'm of the Government. The
loss, then, of the equilibrium is 10 be at-
tributed 10 1h& action of this Government.
But while (hesc measures were destroy-
ing the equillbrium between the 1wo sec-
tinns, the udinn of the Goverument was
leading lo.a ndienl chauge in its charae-
ter, by concetrating il the power of the
system in ‘iself. ~The occasion will not
permit me toitrace the messures by w hich
this grem clipe M;‘Imen consummaied.
11 it didt, 2sal-%eld” Dot he-diflicultto show
that the prongss commenced at an early
period of thes Goverumeni; that it pros
cecded alimost withgut interruption, step hy
step untilit absorbed virtually its entire pow-
ers; but without gding through the whole
process (o establish (he faer, it may be done
satisfactmily by a rery short statement.
I'hut the Govergment claims, and prac-
tically mainigins, the right to decide in the
last resort, a8 1o fhe extent of its powers,
will scazcely be denied by any nne conver-
sant with the polpical histoy of the coun~
try. ‘T'hatil alw claims the right 10 re-
sort 1 forcey to maintain whatever power
it claims, against all opposition, is equally
certain.  Judeed it is apparent, from what
we daily hear, that this has becume the
prevailing aud fixed opinion of a great
majority of the community. Now, | usk,
whal limitation can possibly be placed vp-
on the pawers of a government claiming
and exereising such rights?  And, il noue
enu he, how cin the separale governments
af the States maintain and protect the pow-
ers reserved 1o them by the Constitutionor
the people of ihe several States mrainiuin
those which are reserved to them, and
amung . otheis, the suvercign powers by
which they orduined and estdiblished, nat
only their separate State Cousiitutions aud
Governments, hut also the Coustitution aud
Government of the United Siates? Bur,
il they have no coustitutional moans of
waintaining them againstibe right claimed
by this Goverument, it necessarily fullows,
that they holdithem at its pleasure and
discretion, ;and that all the powers of the
syslem arcin reality concentrated in it.—
It also follows, that the character of the

flavarpnnsnt les heon chanwval in Annen-
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the numereal majority, lras now, in fael,
the contralul the Govennem antl theen-
tire powes of the system.  What was
once a cogstitutional federal Republic, is
now convefled, in reality, into une ag abso
lute us thal of the Autocrat of Russia, amd
us despatig in its tendeney, as any absulule
governmegt that ever existed.

As then, the North has the absolufe cuns
tral over [lie Government, it is manifest,
that ou all quesiinns between it and the
South, where there is o diveisity of inter.
est, the iferest of the latter will be sacri-
ficed to the foriner, however oppressive the
effects may be, as the South possesses no
means by which it can resist, through the
action of the Government. Bul if there
was no qaestion ol vital importance to the
South iwireference o which there was a
diversity 'of views between the two sec.
tivns, this state of things might be endu-
red, widwut the hazard of destroetion to
the South, But such i3 not the [uct.—
‘T'here is a question of vital importance 1o
the Soutliern section, in reference 1o which
the views and [eelings of the 1wo seetions
are as oppusite aud hostile as they can
possibile be,

T refer 1o the relation between the lwo
races in the Southern section, which eon-
stitutes avital purtion of her social organi-
zatior. Fvery portion of the North en-
terinins wiews and [eelings more or less
hostile to it. Those most opposed and
hostile, regar] it as a sin, and consider
themselves under the most sacred obliga-
tion 1o vse every elfurt to desiroy it. Ju-
deed 1o the extent that they conceive they
have pawer, they regard themnselves as
implicated in the sin, and responsivle for
suppred it by the use of ull nnd every
means. . Those lesd opposed aud hostile,
rezard it ay a crime—aon offence against
humanity, as they calliry anil although
ant so fanatical, [eel themselves bound to
wse all efforis to ellect the same object;
while those whe are least appose:d and hos-
tile, regard it as & blol and a stain_on the
character of what they eall the Navion,
and leel themselves accordingly bound 1o
give it po countenance or support. On
the contrary, the Southern scction regarls
the relatinn 28 ono which eannot be de-
stroyed without subjecting the twao races 1o
the greatest calamity, and the section to
poverty, desolution, and wreicheduess 7
and accordingly they feel hound, by every
consideration ol interest aud safory, 1o de-
fendin, - .

‘T'his hosidle fecling o the part of the
North tovards the social organization of
the South, long lay dormant, hut it only
required some cause which would make
the impres<ion on those who feltit mostin-
tensely, that they were respousible for its
continuance, to eall it into action. The
increasing power of this Guveroment, and
af the control of the Northern section over
all i's depariments, furnished .the cuuse.—
It was this which made an impression on
the minds of muny, that there was little
or no restraint to preveat tha Government
from doing whatever it might choose to dn.
This wus sulficient of itsell 1o pur the
nost fasatical portivn of the North in ac

|

roughly aroused.
everywhere.ami esulutions adoped, call-

tion for the purpnsg of destroying tlie ex-
isting relation betweed 1@ two taees in
the South

The first organized mavement towards
it commenced in 1835, Then, for the
firat tine, sucirties were organized. presses
established, leciures seot forth to excite the
people of the Norih, and incendiary publi-
lications scattered over the whole South,
through the mail, The Sourh was iho-
Meetings ~ were - held

ing upon’ihe Nurth 1o apply. a remady
arresi the threatened evil, and pledging
themselves to adopt measures for their
own protection, if it was not arrested. Al
the meeting [ Cungress petitions poured
in [rom the North, ealling vpon Cu.gress
to aholish Slavery in the District of Co-
lumbia, and to prohibit what they call the
internal slave trade between the Stutes,
announcing at the same time, that their
ultimate ohject was 1o abolish slavery, not
only in the [Yistrict, but in the States, and
throuahout the Union. At this period, the
number engaged io the agitation was small,
and possessed little or no personalinfluence.

Neither party in Congress had, at thiat
time,any sympathy with them, or their
cause. ‘I'he members of each party pres
sented their petitivus with great reluctance,
Nevertheless, as small and contemptible
as the party then was, both uf the great
parties ol the North drended them. They
lelt that though sinall, they weie orgavized
in relerence to a subject which had a grem
anl a commanding influence over the
Northern mind.  Lach party, on that ac-
count, feared o oppuse their petitivns, lest
the opposite party should take advantage
of the vne who might by fuvering their pe-
titions,  Fhe ellect was that both united
in nsisting tkat the petitivns should be re-
erived, and that Congress should 1uke ju-
risdiction of the subject lor which they
prayed. To jusiily their course, they took
the exiraordinary ground, that Congress
wos boend to reeeive petitions on every
subject, however ohjectienalde it nright
hie, and whether they had or bad not juris-
dietion over the subject. These views pre-
wailod fo aha Hause of Ropresentatives,

PR Juisseintiiey seiee dhpeealiin el )

fow, and that it would in the end, if not
arrested, destroy the Uuion. F then so
expressed mysell in debate, aud called up-
on both parties to ke ground agaiust as-
suming jurisdietion, but in vain,  Had my
voice hoen heetled, and had Covgress reflu-
sed to take jurisdiction, by the united vorles
ol ll parties, the agitaticn which fullowed
woulil have been prevented, and the lunat-
ical zeal that gives impulse to the agitation,
and which has brought us 1o our present
perilous condition, would huve hecore ex-
tingmished lrom 1he want of someihing to
feed the Aame. ‘I'hat was the time for the
Nuorth to show her devotion 1o the Union;
but unfurtunately both of the great parties
of that sectivn was s intest on obaining
party ascendency, that all other cousidera-
tions were overlonked or furgoten.

What has since lullowed are but the nat-
ural cousequences. With the success of
that first movement, this small [anatical
party began 1o acquire strength; and with
that, tn become an objeet of courtship to
buth the great parties.  T'ho necessary eon-
sequeuce was, a furtherincrease ol power.
and a gradual tainting of the opinious of
hoth of the other pariies with their doc
trines, umil the infection has extended over
hotly; and tho great mass of the popula-
tion of the North, who, whatever may lre
thieir opinion of the vriginal abolition party,
which still preserves its distinctive organi-
zation, hardly ever [ail, when it comes o
acling, to co-nperale in carrying out their
measures. With the inercase of their tn-
fluence, they extended the sphere of their
actiog. Fwa short fime afier the com-
mencement of their first movemeni, they
had nequired sufficient influence 1o induce
the Legislatures of most of the Nurtheru
States 1o pass acts, whieh i effect abroga-
ted the provision of the Coostitution that
provides forthe delivering up of luziliye
slaves. Not long afier, petitions fullowed
tn abolish slavery in forts, magazines, and
dock yards, snd all other places where
Cungress had exclusive power of legisia-
tion. ‘This was fullowed by petitions aud
resnlutions of Legiskitions States and pop-
vlar meetings ™ exclude the Southern
States [rom all Territories acquired, or o
be acquired, and 1o prevent the admission
of any Siate hereafier into the Union,
which, by its Constitution, does not pro~
hibit slavery. Aud Congress isinvoked to
do all this expressly with the view to the
final abolition of slavery in the States.—
'F'hat has veen avowed to be the alimate
object frony the beginuing of the agitation,
until the present timej aml yet ihe great
hody of hoth paries of the North, with
the full knowledge of 1the Fact. althowgh
disavowing the Abolitionists, have co opo-
rated with them in alinust all their meas-
ures.

Such is a brjef history of the agitation,
ns far as it has yet advanced, Now Fask,
Senators, what iy there 1o prevent itx fur-
ther progress, unul it fulfils the uliimate
end proposed, noless some decisive meas-
ure shoold be adopred o prevent it Has
any one of the causes, which has added 1o
its increase from its original small and con-
temptible beginniog until it hag attaimed its

present magnitude, diminished in force 7=
}s the original cavse of the novenent, that
glivery is a sin, and ought 1o be suppressed, ’
weaker now than @ the commencement 7
Or isthe Aboliiun party less numerous
orinfluential, or have they less jufluence
o control over the two great parties of.
the JNomih in elections?  Or has the South
greater means of influencing or cootrolling,

the movements of the Government now, .

than iLhad when the agitation comnmen-
ced?~To all these questions but one an+
swrreanbe given:  No,oo,un.  Thevery
reverse is true, Instead of beinz weakerj™”
all the elements 1 [avor of agiration are’
sironger now thau they were in 3835, when
the agitation first commenced, while all
the elements of influence ou the part of
the Svuth are weaker. Uuless something
decisive is dune, | agaio ask, what is 10
stop this agitaiivm, before the preat and
final object at which it aims—ihe abulition
of slavery in the States—is consumated T
s i, then, ot certwin, that if somerking
decisive is not now done 1o arrest i, the
South will be forced o chnose between
abolition and secession?  Indeed, aseveurs
aro now moving, it will not require the
South tn secede to dissvlve the Union.—
Agitation will of iself effect i, of which
its pust history furnishes ahundant proef,
us b shall net proceed 10 show.

hisa great mistake to supprse that
disunien can be efecied by = single blow.
The evrds which bound 1hese Siates -
gether in one covmmon Huion are far too
vumeroes ard powerful for that. Disun~
fou must be the work of rime. It is ouly
through a long process, and in succession,
that the cords ean be snapped, until the
whole [fabric Mile asunder. Already the
agitative of the slavery question has snap~
ped some of the mest imporiaut, and hae
greatly wenkened all the oibers, as 1 shall
pruceed to show,

T'he corids that bind' the States together
are nol only many, bt various in charae-
ter.  Bome are spiritual or ecclesinstieal;
some politicaly others socinl. Some ap-
pertain to the benefit confvrred by the
Univn, and others tothe feeling of duty
and oblismion. e

meetings the principal clergymven anu
lay members of the respective denomiuva-
tions from all paris of the Wnion mer, 10
trrausact business relating 1o their eemmon -
coucerns. It was not confined ro what
appertained to the doctrines and diseipliveg
o the respective denvminations. but ex-
tended to plane for disserninating rhe Bi-
ble, sending out wnissionaries. distributing
iracts, and estohlishing presses for the
pubdiention of tracis, newspapers aud peri-
witicals, with a view of diffusivg relicious
information, ond for the support of the
doetrines and creed of the denomination.
All these comliined, coniributed greatly 10
strengihen the bonds of the Univn, The
strony ties which holib each denomination’
together formed a strongcord 1o hold the
whole Uunion together. but, as powerful
&3 ey were, they have not been ahle tr
resist the esplosive effect of the slavery
ngitation.

The first of these cords which snapped,
under its explosive Foree, was that of the
powerful Methudist Episcopsl Church.
I'he numerous and strong ries which held
it together are all broke, and ks unity
gone. They now form separate churches;
and, instead of thm feeling of atrachment
and devotion 10 the imterests of the whole
Chureh which was forerty feli, they are
vow arrayel into two hostile bodies. en-
gaged in liligation about what was for-
merly their conrmon property.

Fhe next evrd ther evapped was that
of the Baptists, one of he largest and most
respectable of the donomioations. That
of the Preshyierian is not emtirely snapped,
but some of Nastrands have given awaye
That of the Iipiscopal Church is the oul
one of the lour grent- Protestant denomi-
nationswhich remians unbroken and entire.

‘Fhe strongest cord of a - political char-
acler, consists of 1he many and sirong ties
that have held ogziher the 1wo great par-
ting which have, with some mudifications,
existed from 1hre beginning of the Govera-
ment. They buth extendell twevery pur<
tion of the Union, and strongly contributed
tu hold all its pers together. But this
powerflul cord has fared no heiter than the
spiritual. It resisied for & long time the
explosive lendency of the agitation, but
has finally snapped voderits force—if vot
eutitely, in a greaf measore.  Nor is there
oue of the remaining cords which have not
heen greatly wealtened. T 1his exteunt
the Union has already been destroyed by
agitation, in the only way it cau be, by
snapping asunder and weakening the cordy
which bind it tvgether. -

If the agitation goes. on the sama force.
acting with increased intensity, as has beer
shown, will fually snap every cord, wher
nothing will be left 10 bold the States to-
pether but force. Bur, surely, that ean,
with no propriety of language, be called
a Uunion, when the only means by which
the weaker i3 held connected with 1he
stranger portion is force. 1t may, indeed,
keop thein ceunected; but the conneetion
will panake much more ol the character
of subjugution on the part of the weakes
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