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EMARKS OF MR. CALHOUN
"IN’ REPLY TO MR. BENTON.
"'In Senate, February 24, 1847.

R alboun rose and said: Oue thing.
‘Mr.-Eresident, at least, may be inferred
from the unprovoked attack of the Sena-
1or, and the.great eolicitude he evinced 10
trace the” authorship of the war 1o me—
and thatis, thap the war is unpopular.—
‘There can be no mistake. He felt that
the tide of public sentiment had turned
agaiust it aud heuce the auxiety exbibited
to place its respoasibility on my shou|ders,
and take it from tboSe on whom it ought
Sustly to rest. .Had be supposed the op-
posite—had he believed that the war was
qecessary aud unavoidable,and thatister-
ination would be successful—I am-the
Jast mau to whom ho would auribute any
Jagency in causing it. Tam gratified that
Senator has furnished this evidence.—
fiords rensonable hope, that thuse who
responsible for it, will' exert them-.
sand | hops with success, 1o bring it
yrmination. g

be prompt-

Prasident, there will be 0o dispute he
“1hie real author ol annexaliou

than twelve wonths sinee, | bad ma;,

“ny competitors for that bonor : the afficia
“organ here clzimed, il my memory:serves
~me, a'large share for Mr. Polk aod his
_“Administrations, and not lessthan half a
.‘dozen others from other quarigrs claimed
“toba the real amhors. But now, since

- the war has beecome unpopular, they all

" seem lo agree that I, in reality, am the au
_ thor of ennexation. 1 will not:put the

. “"honor aside. | may vow righifuily” and
“indisputably claim 1o to be the author of
that great evenl—ao event which has su
much extended the domains of the Union,
which lias added so largely 1o its produe-

" 1ive powers, which promises so greatly to
extend its commerce, which has stimula-

ted its industry, and given securily (0 our
most exposed [rontier. 1 take pride 10

" myselCas boing the author ol this greal

event.”

But the Senator objects that [ so con-
ducred the guestion uf anvegation as neces.
‘sarily toJead 1o the war. Ou what does

_hexest this charge? ll» rests it ou. the
ground that 1 selected the Resolution as
it came from the Hodse of Represedtatives.
“as the basis of the aonexation, itstead of
 giving the Texan Government the choice
‘between the llouse Resolution and th:
~-amendmant of the Senate originally mo-
“wed by the Senator himself. ~He com-
plained bitterly that th: Seuate Resolu-
lution—passed a: the very heel of the ses-
_ gion, under the expectation that it would
be carried iuto “effect by the present Ad-
roinjstration, then just coming into power,
and not by Mr. 'I'yler’s Administration,
then about to expire—had not been adapt-

-

ed:

‘Heszemed to thipk that the tken admin-
istration had no right to act upon it, and
that, undertaking to do so, was. depriving
its successor ol some of its righis. He
accused me of acling with the greatest
promptoess. The factis so: < The Reso

_ lution. if I recollent, was signed by thelate
President about the first of March. lsaw
the importance of acting promptly, and
advised the Prasident to act without delay,
that ke had the constitutional right of doing
80, aud ihat | deemed it necescary. that be
4Kotld act in order effectually o secure
‘the success of a measure which had origi-
‘nated with his Adminisiration.  His cab-
inet was suwmnmoued thenext day, and
‘concurred in the opivion.: That vight 1
prepared the despaich for-Mr. Donelson,
“our Charge in. Texas, and..the next day,
Jate in the eveniog of the third.of March,
it was forwarded to him. - It was'my last
“official actof any importance as Secretary
lof Siate. by

I selected the Resolution of the House
_in preference to the amendment of which

Uithe Seuator from Missousi was the author,

~bocause l.clearly saw, not only that it was
~.avery way preferable, but the only certain

" jode by which annexation could be ef:

~fecied... My reasous for thinking-so were

- fufly setforih in my despaich, which may
"be found am.ng the public documents ac-
“companying the first anuual message of
‘the present Exceutives They will speak
“for themselves; they never have been
controverted, and- never can -be' success-
fu_]lj.’ _Indoed, 1 never considered' the
Seantor's amendmeut gs expressing the

8] A

deliberate sense either of the Senate or
House of ‘Representatives. It is well
known that he, and a few of his friends,
had the power of greatly embarrassiog the
passage of the Resolutions of the House,
if not of defeating them; and that his
amendment was moved, nol sp much as
animprovement of the Resolutivns, as o,
gratily bim and them. _That the course
adopted did secnre annexation, and that it
was indispensable for that purpose, | have
high authority in my possession. Tliat]
which all would admit to be the highesi,’
if I could with{propriety introduce it ; and
for this prompt and decided ac, if for noth-
ing else, I might claim the authorship of
annexation. : Hitats
Now, can any thlag be more absurd,
than the assertion that the war with Mex-
ico resulied from from seleeting the House
resolution, instead of the amendment of)
tha Sevator? He has ventured thé bold
asseriiou, without the shadow of an argu-
ment to suslainit. What possible differ-
Lence could it make with Mexico, whether
1he annexation was made upon one or the
other? Why should the oue not be as
offensive to her as the other? Indeed,
1 doubt much whether, even to this day,
the Government of Mexico knows whéether
the resolution was passed with or withont
an aliernative. Such is the baseless gronnd
on which he has charged me with being
the author of the war. I had heard. for
several days past, that he bail prepared to
make an elahorate auack on me. S.me
of my friends ‘asked, rather jestingly. if [
did oot expect to be avnibilated. After
rheso givings out, and such laborious pre-
paration, 1 did suppose the Senator would
make some ‘show of a formidable charge ;
but of-all the attacks I have ever wilness-
ed in this or any other legislative body; I
bave never known one so empty and ri-
diculous.  Every .one of his charges is
founded either ingross’error or partial
statement of facts, ur -on some-forced and
absurd conclusioon. T maybegin with the
very first that he made. * “He had ihe as-
surance o~ assert, in 1he presence of ‘the |/
Senate, that 1+ /was the first te" ihtroduce |
the question, who' was 1he -real author or |
cause of this'war ?* Now, I appeal to ev-
erv/Senator, and every ‘other individual |
- ' n “whether

“Gen- Taylor, . { Urpil
Chgisti, to’ take "position_»ou the Rio del|
Norte 7 1 go'further, and ask, is there a
Senator here izuorant of the fact, that the
question of whu was the' author or cause
of the: war, had beeun loug before elabo-
rately discussed in this hody—inthe House
of Represcutatives, and thraughout the
whole country, from its declaration up to
that time. In theface of all this, the sen-
ator rises upin_ his place, ‘after a loug and
laburjoas preparatien, and asserts, that it
was 1 who originated the enquiry, as to
who was its author. T'his is a fair sam-
ple of the accuracy of the senator, in his
numerous allegations to show thatl was
the authorof the war. 1 might gn ou and
take them Up'one by one, and sdow 1hat
every oue of his positions aund deductions
is equally unfounded in fact or fa'se in
congldsion. 1 do notdeem il vecessary.
A lzvg¥ portion of his speech was bul the
stale repetition of what he said in the ses.
sion of 1842.—43, when the treaty which
I had coucluded with Texas, was under
disciission in this body. All the docu-
ments now brought forward were then
before the Senate, #hd he weént over
the same topics very elaborately, and with
much more power thau oa the present oc-
casion, withoul making any impression on
ihe country. The country was agaiust
him then, and still remaius against him,
aud it is in vain that he undertakes to dis-

turb its settled conviction. It will remain
ever unchanged, in spite of all thaut he can

do. Under-this convietion, 1 will no
weary the Nenate, by repelling assadlts
thien made aod then repelled. The most
prominent of the charges—the orders given
by the administrativn to place a fleet in
the Gulf of Mexico, and a portion of the
army on the frontier of Texas—was re-
pelled by my :then colleague, (Mr. Me-
Duffie,) of whom lie speaks so highly on
this occasion. In repelling i1, he said, that
if the orders to which the Senator then
and now objects, had not been issued, the
Executive would have been guilly of great.
dereleetion of duty, .

The Florida treaty, forming another:sub-
ject of auack, fignred also on that occa-
sion, in coonexion with apnexatinn, and
what he said now is but a repetition’ what
he said thep. He then, as now, made me
responsible for that treaty, althoughi I was
but one of six members of Mr. Mouroe's
cabinet, and the youngest of its members
—respoosible, without advancing a parti-
cle of proof to show that 1 ever gave it
my support or approbation. He resis the
charge on some disclaimer, as it seems,
that the then Secretary of State, (Mr.
Adams) has, at some ‘1ime, made, that he
was oot responsible for the treaty. The
senator may be right as to that; but how
can that, by apy possibility, show thatl
was responsible? But I am prepared to
take my full share of responsibility as a
member of Mr. Monroe's cabinet, without
having any particular agency in forming
the.treaty or influencein inducing the cab-
‘net to adopt it. 1 then thuught, and still
think, it is a good'ireaty ; and ‘so thought
the ‘Senate of the United States'; for, il
my memory does pot deceive me, it Te-
coived nearly every vote of the' Senate.

this body is- as much tho author and the

wham he is now so anxious to fixir: “ -
1 have said it:i3 a good treaty, not With

ouly important in‘itseif, but dlso in  refer..
ence 1o the whole south - westera froutier.
‘There was. at that time, four powerful
tribes of Tadians, two of whom,_the Creeks
and the Choclaws,’ were conliguous (0

They were the mnst nunierous and power
ful Trihes in the United States, and, from

It was imporiant that this staie of things
done by-obtaining the possession of Flor-
ida. 3 ; j ;

siderations for the acquisition.. . We had
a short time_ before extinguished the'dn-
dian title to large tracts of couniry in Ala-

bama, Mississippi and Georgia, lying apon |-

streams and rivers which passed through
gating them to their mouths.. The ae-

vation a greatextentof fertile lands, which ]
have added much to th=increased produe-
tion of oéir great.staple—caotton.
impnriant ppint was effected by the ac-

by ceding 1o us whatever right Spain had
1o that Territory. . e s

Such is the treaty on which the Senator:
has lavished so--much: of his abuse; but

‘here were other reasons fur adopting the
Sabine as” the boundary,8nd  of which Li
‘wai igaorant at the ‘time “the treaty was|

formed, anil 1o the koowledge uf'-_wh‘?.eﬁll_.l_--

have come within the lastfew years
‘Mouroe. if I am icorractly “inform
‘adopting “that " lige. acied “under

stances” which left )

il
|

catily ‘a treaty: which- would extend the
boundary beyond the Sabine. I do nuf
chuse 10 g6 into, although it was commu-
nicated -1o° me’ with the iuformation 10
which I have alluded. '

Butif we 1ake vat of the speech of the
Seuator what Ye has stated in relation to
anuexation, aud the Florida reaty, in
which, ns 1 have stated, lie hds repeated
old and stale charges, that made not the
slightestimpression on the couniry at the
time, what is there left of his present at-
tack opon me ? It is surprising thata
man of his expericuce and sagacity should
suppose that the repetition uf these thread-
bare charges, regarded as (urile whon made,
should make any impression now. [n.
deed, | may cousider mysell obliged ‘o
him for tepearing- them, afier such elabo-
rate préparation, as it affords the most
conelusive proof how exempt my coursa
has been from any jus: censure during the
long petiod of time  in which he has at-
tempted 1o trace il

To make good his allegation that[ am
the author of aunexation, and that anuex-
ation caused the war, he asserts that I
was in favor of 1he anvexation of Texas
as [ar back as 1836, immediately after the
battle of San Jacinto, aund the capture of
Santa Anna, to prove which, he read an
extract (rom the speech which I delivered
on resolutions froom Missiasippi. presented
hy her Senator now Secrelary of the Trea-
sury, instructing the Genators fo ubtain an
immediate recoguitiou of the independenee
of Texas. . ; J

It is rrue that 1 then advoeated an early

and its admission into this Union § but |
was not alone in thar, nor did I 1ake a
leading part in the discnasion : the two
mos! prominent advocates of her cause al
that time were the Senator from Missis
tippi, and my then colleague, (Mr. Pres-
lon,) but they were seconded. by a large
portion of this body at the time. The dis-
tinguished Senator from Massachuseus
bore @ part in tho debate, and expressed
his opinion in favor of recognitiun &1 an
early period, and of the vast importunce
of the future coodition of Texas to our
couniry. 1 have not had time to examine
the discussion ; but find that I was among
those who advised delay under further ia-
formation eould be oblained, and many
were for prompt action; bul the Senator
from Missouri has thought proper.in the
face of theéss Tacts, (o hold me up as the
only individual disposed for a prompt and
immediate action. He hay done more.
He has suppresseil the fact, very impurtact
to be koown, that before the close of that
very session the report of the. Commirtee
ou Foreign Relationsi—recommnendiog the
acknowledgemeni of the indepéndence of
‘Texas as soon as satisfactory informatiop
could be obtained that it had successfully,
esiablished a govornment—was adopied by
the unanimous vote of the! Senate, inclu<
ding the Senator himself';: and‘that. a1 the
recognized. Sl . :
_Sir, .admit, at that eatly period, [ saw

[A Senator.” : “Yes, . every ‘vote.”] 1t
then received the ugapimous vote of the

that'the incorporationof Texad. inio 1his

Senate, prompily givén. Of course, if
that treaty was the cause of the war with
Mexico, as the Senalor seems 10/ suppose; |-
cause of the war, as the individual ‘on

out due reflection. - We acquired much’by |1
it. It gave us Florida—an acquisition ot

Florida, and the two vthers—the Chick+) is’
asaws and Cherokees—were adjoiding:| o

their position, were exposel 10.bs’ ncted |’
on and exciled against us from Florida.— | re

should terminate; which could only be ] op o

But there were othef and powerful eon- |

Florida to the Gulf—lands io & great mea- |
sure valueless, without the right of navi-{spari,
quisition of Klorida ave us this right, and | great
enabled us to Lring into successful eulti-|

Andther | a:

quisition. -~ Tt1erminated a very" tronble- |/
some dispute with Spain, growing out. of | n
the capture of St. Mark’s and Peasacola |
by General Jackson, in the Seminole war; |'i
and finally, it perfected our litle 10 Oregon, 1t

pec:ability. “Their reason.for_refusing (0

recognition of the independence of Texas, |

very nexi session. her incependence was.

.us azd Mexico,

e.of iotrigue of
estructive of
both Texas

jestion at that early
fuld become au ivstru-
a foreign power of
s, andithat 1wo-con-
ing commanjties could
nne being wielded to
he:other.  The senator
then said was intended
ithe ' future; that foture
, when [ was called..
yoice of the country, to
‘State Deparument, in
.very evenls. | saw,
keun, that ‘the golden
“occurred when annexa-
co “in order w avoid io-
es.and great disasters;
id not hesitate 1o under-
haa been assigoed
the difliculties, Irom
jidministration at that
feded, in despite of themn;
#ithoot war;_ and all the
the senator from Mis-
rive'me of that credit
-amzenritled, in reference Lo the
f-ofannexation.
¥ e whole, my course, I
only some foresight
dr, but slso sofe powers of
gers, -and: securing the
L R
towards the accomplish-
on had been consumma-
sant administration came
ar followed, although
jon.had been completed
8 the ruptore be-
xicp:took place;. nor
bliowed avall hadwe act-
udence. - That Mexico
d;:that she threatened
‘much; talked .about
jé-exiatence of hostilities
however, bul talk.
ways,! permit . the
‘o talk; 10 blugter and
HEing. offence; and if we
‘gxercised proper skill
put. affairs “Mexico

; ] Kinows that. I was oppo-
seil 10 the w. ibne kaoows hu! mysell
thedeptho apposilion:. Xi:h my
coueeptions al-its characier and, conse-
quences, it was impossible for me to vote
for'it. < Whea secordingly, | was deseried
by every'friend on this side of the house,
including my then. honoroble colleague,
among the rest, {Mr. McDuffie,] 1 was
not shuken‘in thy [east degree in reference
to‘my course-. Oa the passage of theact
recognising the war, 1 said to many of my
friends that a deed had been done from
which the couniry would oot be able o
recover for o long time, if ever; ond added
it has dropped a curtain between the pres-
ent and the fulure, which to me is impen-
etrables and for the first time eince I have
been in public life, I am unable 10 see the
future. | also added thatit had closed the
first volume ol eur political history uuder
whe constitution, and opened the second,
and that nomorial could tell what would
be written in it. These deep impressions
were made upon my mind, because I saw
from the circumstances under which the
war was maide, - 1otal deparira from
that course of policy. which had governed
the country from the commencement of
our government until thet time, and that,
too under circumstances calculated to lead
a most disasirous consequences. Sinrce
then, less than a year has_elapsed, but in

that he srindegnough has already been
developadjio

what was theu said
lank like prophecy,. . :
_ Bul the senator charges, enleriaining as
1 lid theseimpressious, thé 1 did tot take
a stand and arrest the march of Gen. Tay:
lur to_the Rio del Norte. I have already
stated the reasons: on ;another pceasion—

“Every 12

they may be 1o the senator, they are sal
isfactory 10 mysell, and 1 doubt not they
will be to the community at large. He
also intimated thail cught 10 have com-
municated my viaws 1o the President. |
was guiliy of no ueglectio that respeet; |
did not fail to'state inthe proper quarter
explicitly what I thought would result
from the order given tv Gen. Taylor, but
I found 'very different views from mine
entertained there.. .- .. ‘ .
"Thase in power were quite as confident
tirar the.march of Gen. Taylor to-the Del
Norte would>not in its' consequences in-
volve war, a8 they, were thal nolice. with-
out compromise in.reference o the joint
occcupaney.of Qregon would not involve
war with England. " _
ln looking “back upon these matiers £
have the satisfaction fo feel that 1 fully
performed my _duty-both here _and else-
where with reference to these” important
quastions. 5 :
“\Vith my view of the character and con-
secjuences of the war, I have forbore. much.
| have suffered a little iu the estimation
of thy.friends both in and out of Congress
for refusing to vote for the bill recognising
‘{he existence of a war made by the act of
Moxico. I have.been urged by them to
explain the reasons for my course oo that
oecasion: but 1 persisted in decliniog to do
s0, because 1 could oot gee that it wonld

be of ahy sérvice.to thie Country, while it

Uniog would be indispensable both 1o her’

4

f-n:i;t‘t.wg_a’l_i?ﬁ"-igg hands of those who are

stand as an, inde-;

I saw the]

why 1 did not; and however unsatisfactory |'

charged with the prosecution of the war.
[ adopted the only course which, accor-
ding 10 my opinion, [ could with propriety
—to take no active or leading part io ref-
erence measures intended for carrying on
the war, but _{o. give a quiet aod silent
votein favor of all which did not seem fo
me decidedly objectionable; but in the
mean time, to look out for the first favora-
ble opportunily of presenting my views
how. the war should be conducted to bring
it most pdvantageously toa successful
terinivation. T accordiogly embraced the
opportunity on the discussion of the three
million bill wow before the Senate lo
‘o present my views, not in the spirit of
opposition, bat,of kindness, to the admin-
istration, reserving to mysell the expres-
sion of my opinion as 1o the causes of the
war for some suitable occasion. [t scems,
however, that the frieads of those in pow-
er were not satisfied wijh this.couree;0n
my parl; it became an object of - assiult
both in this chamber and without its walls.
The senator from Tennessee immediately
on my right [Mr. Turney] commenced
the atrack here by direcily chargiog me
with being the author of the war, and it
has siace been followed by the senator from

Missouri on this oceasios. | have thas

been furced, in self:delence, to depart from

the line which I had prescribed for myself
aud to enter into the question. Who is

the nuthor of the causeof the war? The
responsibility is uot on me, but on those

who have compelled me 10 make the de-

parture. ‘Thus far I have limited what L

have said strictly toself-defonce, as | shall

also do on 1he preseat occasion.

" Iu looking to the causes which led to
the war, I go une step further back than
thesenator from Maine, [Mr. Evans,] who
discussed the subject in this aspect with
great accuracy aud ability. He began
with Mr. Slidell’s miasion and negotiation.
I go aatep further back, to the mansge-
ment of the negotiation prior 1o that peri-
od. When thig,administration came iuto
power there were two _great queslions ou
‘hand connected with oar foreign relations
—the Oegon and the Mexican. As dif-
ferent as they were in their character, and
as remote 48 . lhe lwo powers were from
each othier, there was intimale coonexiog .
between them which could not be aver-
look in conducting the - negoliatiun, with=
out falling into” & great aud dangerous
error.  Such i :

FL

i
‘| mie thut he'fell into a.great error “in

sequence of ‘overlooling the connexion
between the 1wo subjects. , To.my mind-
it is one uf the clearestof propositions, that
therg, ceuld e uo well founded hope -of
‘adjusting our ditficalties with Mexico until
the Oregon question was_finally setded.
Why so ' The reason isobvious. Mex*
ico kuew that we had heavy claims against
her which ehe was little able 1o pay.
Debtors without means are psually shy of
their creditors. She eould wot but see
that there was a charge: of escaping our
demands against her provided a couflict
should cosue botween us aud Englani in
reference 1o Oregun. She could not but
see more—thal it might possibly afford ber
an opportunity of recovering either. a par
or the whole of Texas by an allinnce with
Englaad. and availing herself of the aid
of British strength and 1esources in  wa-
ging 4 war agaiost ug. Al all events, she
would look with confidence to herbeing pro-
tected as an ally of England: inthe treatly
by which the war should be terminated.
\%hntever ubjection may be made 10 Eng-
land, she never deserts.an ally in war. It
seemed to me, under these circumstabces,
that it was a greaj error 10 suppose that
the difterences with Mexico could be ad -
jasted while those with England were
pending. Our trus policy, then accordiog
to my opinion, was (v suspend all attempts
at opening negotiation with . Mexice uuil
that question was finally seuled. When
that was effected,, and Mexico could oo
longer look to the support of England in
her controversy with us, she would see
the folly, o declining to adjustthe difle.
rence bztween us, and enter info conflict
with a power every way so vastly lier sy-

perior. _ g
"There would, then be another alvan-
tage; which would greatly favor a seitle-

ment of our difficulties with Mexico. The
eloguent senator from Louisiana has iruly
.said 1hat Mexico, at least so far as capital
is concerued, was a British colony. The
;mmense iuterest which England has in
\be country, would have enlisted her on
the side of peace, and the whole of her
vast influeyce would: have been exerted
10.induce Mexico to enter iuto a satisfac-
tory arrangement with us. I cannot doubt
that under the influence of these powerful
causes, with a little forbearance and pra-
dence on our part, all the causes.of dife-
rence between the two cpuntries would,
ere this, have beeu settled by a treaty sat
isfactory to both.

An opposite course was however, uo-
fortuoately taken; both negotiations were
pushed at the same time; and that with
Mexico, with at least as much zeal, and as
strong-a pressure as that with England.
The then President of the republic, of
Mexico (Herrera) was friendly to the
United Staies, and anxiously dispused, on
that account, as well as others to_settle
the differences wilh us. Acting under
ihese foelings, he acceded to the froposi-
tion to receive a commissioner, without
duly reflecting. as the eveote pmved. on
the greal impediments in the minds of the
Mexicans treating with us. The, result
was as might hava been anticipated, Par-
eder took advantage of the error, 80
‘butled Herrera from power; and the effect

d | right, but who is ‘now ubsent, [Mr. 8§ ‘;

o b

of this.premature attempt at opening ne-.
:golintiun, was (o overthrow & frignd, and =~
i place an enemy in power, deeply com- j

| miued againet seuling the differences be-
tween the two countries, and thereby—as -+
ought to have been foreseen—greatly o
dincrease the difficulty of any future settle~

meat of the questions. What followed
from this unfortupate gtep until itendedin == -
war between tbe two countries, has -been

so clearly- traced . by the senator from
Maine, as to . supercede the necessity of . -
my touching npou it. .. RS ey
... The overlooking of - the intimate con-
nexion of, these,1wo, questions, was nog
only the first link in that series of causes
which finally terminated. in this war, but
it came near. preventing the seitlement of .
the Oregor question...- Had the action of
Congress, which finelly led to the settle-
meul of the Oregon question been delayed
untilit was koown that the skirmishes had
taken place between our forces and the
Mexicans on the Rio Graode, (but a short -
period,) there is every reason to belive
ihe Oregon question would not have been
closed. .I speak .upon bhigh authority—
the escape was a narrow one.. Fortunate-
ly, the,British- government promptly ac-,
ted upon the nolice, aad tendered a pro-
position to our miaister on. which the set--
tlement was finally .made, which he re:
ceived and forwarded to our geventment
but a few days before news was received
in Eogland of “the skirmishes.on the Rio Z
Grande. *. Butf .while they fortunately oe- .. -
curred 100 laje to prevent a. setilementof -
the Oregon question,. they uufortunately .
occurred too so0n 1o preserve peace with :
Mexico. DBut if the policy. which the ady -,
minisiration first adopled after annexation,

had been pursued, the froniier-of Texas
with. our military forces to the -extent of
couulry which she tield at the time of an-
nexation, and no further—there is every =
reasnn o beljeve that on the settlementof- .
the Orezoo question the peace of the two .
countries would have been.preserved, - .

It 19 true. Mexico claimed: the whole of Tex-. . ..
as, but it is equally true that she recognised the
difftrence, and showed a disp osition to act up:- "

on it, botweon thei country known as Texas
proper, and the countrybetween it and the

Del Norte.” Tt is also true tlrat we and Texas *
recognisod the.éame difference, and that both
‘regarded the bouudary iis unsetded—asthe re-
sofution.of unvexatinn. ‘which provides that

the banadary between Texos and Mexice

»

session by (Besen

sion of the/trealy, !
tern boundary.of Texas, g;fi-
boundary to: the Rio dol No
part of Tamaulip :
ico. . Wihat, hef,; ‘ought ‘to huve been-the
conrse of the Executis e after annexation under .- -
this resolution ! The very® one which they at
first pursued—to’ restrict the position of” our. -
troops to the -cnum?v actually ocenpied by
Toxns nt the period of-annexation.' All beyon

9o faras the Execuilive was concerned, ought
to have been rezarded as subject 1o the provi--
sion of the resolution, which authorized the
aoverninent to settle the boundary. There .
nre but two modes of settling 4 disputed boun+
dary—one by ;herjninl cansent of both parties,
that is by treaty, of which the President and the
Senaute are the orzans—the other, by the deters
mination of one of the ‘parties for itsell after
failing to obtain the consent of: the -other, and" -
that, nuder our government, can only be done:

by Cungress. Indeed, when we speak of our
gaverunepl, it is underatnod W nhean. Congress.:
uirl the Execntive, acting jointly—the one pas~
sing un act or resolution, and the other by us

approval. - And in, Cungress,’ takei. .n this: .
gense, all discretionary power under our-sys: gl
tem of gavernment is vested. - It is only by this-  Tor R

power thut a disputed boundary-can be'deter-
nuaied by-the governinent for itself; and without:
the consentof the uther party. - The President

" At oy e
unixths _’E‘ﬁ

had no ore right 1o determine of his own will’ - betiaden bl
what the boundary: was, than:L:bad, or any cold ol m
other senator:'Such indeed, nﬂpeamd to be! 4% Hdi ';g'.ﬁ-i
the cunviction of- the Presideut himsell. It isf 1Al denalie
only on such a supposition that we can explain seirudt wd

his conrse iu altempling lo open & negolistion:
with Mexico, with a view of settling all differ+!
cnces between the two countries, among which.
the settlement.of the boundary was considered’
a paramonnt quesli Why negotiate, if it: "
wera not an unsettled question? Why negoty! *
ate, il'the Kio del Norte—us it was alterwards. -
assumed—iwas tha clear and unquestionable:
boundary? Aand il not, upon what anthority,
alier the attemp! to open negotiation had failed,»
conld he determine what was the- boundary;:
viewing it as an open question! Was it not his;
plain duty, on such an occarreuce, to submit,
1he question to Congress, which was then .
sessiom, and in whom the right of establihing:: -+
the boundary and deglaringwer was clearly imer <o 1
vested 1 Had that course been adopted, I ﬂuﬁ i
ly mistake if the sense of Whis body would not,. .
bave been decidedly. opposed to taking any
step which would have involved ibe Lwa.coUts-
trjes in war. ‘Indeed, I feel a strong: coaviction
that, if the Senate had beeu left free to decide
on the question, not one-thirdof the body would *
have been found fin favor of wars, As il was, "
a large majority felt themgelves compelled,” as
they believéd, 1o vote for the bill recogaising:.- -
the existence of war, in ordur te raise the sup-
plies of meén and money necessary torescuethe . . .
army under General Tauylor, on the Del Neia
ftom the dangers to which it was expused... /"~
But to bring the matier home, the gepator: ™~
himself is in no small degree respunsible: fory’ £uisgs
the war. Iintend no auack on nim. Dhaygi: -szaf
made none, and will  make none:. The relasi
tions between him and mysalf,; personal and ;. -
political, have long been-such, i i-respect-.
and a sense of propriety forbid my alluding =
10 him, except when unavaidahle, aud then ifi. .
2 courtevus manner ; and, | sgw aljuda to. hijg
course-only because ill_sqem!ﬂf-!r-‘ﬂﬂfl’}_"‘!. 2rn
mine, and the pootives which governed ‘e on' uiff ¢
the occasion. G 2 ST
‘Tho .Senate will remember that when the.
President’s message was received recommend?
ing Congress to recognise that a war’existe
between us and Mexico, and raise the necessa
ry means for ila prosecation, the senator from
Mississippi, whose eeat is immodiately.on my .
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