“4which we already possess, or may possess—

if this'is to be the fixed policy of the Govern-
meat, I-ask what will be our situation hereaf-
ter.

Sir, there is ample space for twelve or fifteen
of the largest description of States in the terri-
tories belonging to the United States. Already
a luw isin course of passage thiongh the other
House creating one north of Wisconsin.—
There is ample room for ancther north of fo-
wa; aud another north of that ; and then that
larzge region extending on thisside of the Rocky
Mouatsins, from 49 degrees, down to the Tex-
an line, which may be set down fairly as an
area of twelve und a half degrees of latitude—
-that extended region of itsell is-susceptible of
haviogsix, seven, or eight large States. To

-this, add Oregon, which extends from 49 to 42

degrecs, which will give four more, and [ make
a very moderate calculation when I say that,
in additon to Towa and Wiscunsin, twelve
mors States upon the territory already ours—
without reference to any acquisitions from
Mexico—may be, and will be, shortly added
to these United Stmtis. How will we then

.stand 7 There will be but fourteen on the

part of the 3ouih—we are to ba fixed, limiled.
.uud lurever—and twenty-eight on the part of
sthe non-slaveholding States!  Twenty eight!
Double our number! And with the same dis-
proportion in the other Honse and in the elec-
toral collese! The Government, sir, will be
entirely in the hamds of the non-slaveholding
States—overwhelmingly.
Sir, il.this state of thingsis to go on; if this
. determination, so solemnly made, is to be per-
-gisted in, where shall we stand, as far as this
<Federal Government of ours is concerned 1—
What, then, must we do?  We must look to
.Justice—to our own idlerests—to the Conaii
Aution. We will have no longer a shicld even
.in eqnality here. Now cau we rely upon the
~seuse of justice of this body 7 Ought we to
-rely upon thkis? These are the solemn quis-
tions which I put on all sides.
8ir, look to the past. If we are to luok to
that—[ will not go into the details—we will
see from the beginning of this Government 1o
the present day, as fur as pecuniary resources
are concerned—as fur as the disbursement of
revenne is involved, it will be found that we
-have been a portion of the community which
has substantially supported this Government
without receiving anything like a tanlamount
enpport from it.  But why should I go beyond
this very measure itsell? Why go beyond
this determination on the part of the non-slave.
holding States, that there can be no farther
addition to the slaveholding States, to prove
what our condition is 7
Sir, what is the entire amonnt of this pulicy?
I will not suy that it isso designed. L will not
sy from what cause it originated. 1 will not
-eny whether blind funaticisin on one side, whe-
ther a hostile feeling to slavery entertained by
mony not fanatical on the other, has produced
it ; or whether it has been the work of men,
whon, lonking to political power, have consid-
ered the agitation of this question as the most
effectunl mode of obtaining the spoils of this
govermmneut. I look 1o the factitsel. It isn
.policy now openly avowed to be persisted in.
Atis "a policy, Mr. Presideut, which aims to
monopolize the powers of this government and
1o oblain sole possession of its patronage.
Now, [ ask, is there any remedy? Does
tthe Constitution afiurd any remedy 1 Aud il
not, 1s there any hope? Those, Mr. Presi-
dent, are solemn questions—not onl
but, let ine say, to gentiemen [rom the non-
slaveholding States, to them. Sir, the day
that the balance hetween the (wo sections of
the country—the slaveholdivg States and the
non slaveholding States—'r destroyed, isa day
that will nut be far removed-from political rev-
olution, anarchy, civil war, and wide spread
diszster.  The balance of this system is in the
slavehslding States. They are the conserva:
tive porlion—always have been the conserva-
‘tive portion—always will ba the conservative
portion ; und with'a due balance on their part

SR _ . may, lor generations to ‘come, uphold - thif glo-
AT "rial.{a' Union cfours. Butif this p-licy should

Le carried out—if we are 1o be reduced to o
handfull—if weare to becone a mere ballto
play the Presidentinl game with—io count
something in the Baltimore cancus—if this is
to be the result—wo't wo! I'say to this Union.

Now, sir,T pat again_the solemn question —
does the Consttution afford any remedy ? Is
thiere any provision in it by which this aggres.
sive pulicy—boldly avowed, as if perfectly
consistent with our institutions and the safety
and prosperity of the United States, may be
confronted ! " Js thisa policy conmstent with
the Constitution 7 No, Mr. Preaident, no !—-
It ix, i allits features, daringly opposed to the
Constitation, Whatisit? Quars isa federal
Constitution.  The States are its constituents,
and not the people. The twenty-eight States
—the twenty-nine Statex—(inclading fuwa.)
stand unider this goverament as twen'y-ning
individuals wouid etand to a consolidnted
power. [t was not made for the mere indiviid:
ui piospi ity of the St-t s as individunls. No.
sir, it wus made for igher ends. Itwas formed
that every State constitating a portion of this
great {inion of ours. shonld enjoy all its nd-
vantages, natural and acquired. with greater
securay, and enioy them more perfectly, The
whole System is bused o justice aud equality ;.
perfect equality between the members of this
republic.  Nor eun that be congistent with
equality which will make this public domain
a monopuly on one side—which, inits conse-
quenzes, would place the whole powerin one
section of the Union to be wielded egainst the
other portion of the Union 7 lathat equality ?

How do we stand in reference 1o this terri-
torial question—this public domain of onrs?
Why, sir. whatisit? {tisthe common prop-
erty of the States eof thic Uuion. They are
called “the territories of the United States.”
And what are the *United Siates’ but the States
united 7 Sir, these territories are the property
of the States united; held joimtly for their com
mon use Andisit consistent with justice—is
it consistent with equality, that any portion of
the partners, outnumbering another portion
shall oust them in this common property of
theirs—shall pass any law which shall pro-
scribe the citizens of other portions of' the Union
from emi-raung with their property to the ter-
ritories of the United States? Would that be
consistenl—can it be consistent with the idea
of ucommon property, held jointly for the
common benefitof alll  Would it be so con-
sidered in private life 7 Would it not be con-
sidured the greatest outrage in the world, and
whichany court on the fuce of the globe would
at once overrile 1

Mr. President, not only is that proposition
grossly incon: istent with the constitation. but
the other, which undertakes to say that no State
shall be adwmiite ] iuto this Union, which shall
uot prohibit by its constitution the existence of
slaves, is equally a pgreat outrage against the
constitution of the United States.  Sir, I kiold
it to be a fundamental principle of onr political
+v tem, that the people have a right to estab-
1s what zovernment they may think proper
for r'-:ems;[ves',lh:u every State about to be-
com= a memher of this Union hasa right to
form its own government ag it pleases: and
that, 1n order to be admitted there is but one
qualifica‘inn, and that is. that the governineut
shall be republican. [t is not so expressly pre-
scribed by the instrument itself, but by that
great seciion whiclr gusrantees (o every State
30 this Union a republican form ofgovernment
Now, sir, what is propesed? Itis proposed,
from a vague, indefinite, erroneous,and most
dangerons conception of private individual Jib-

erty, to overrule this great common liberly |

to us, |

subject of liberty—there are men who cannot
possibly bear what they call slavery in one sec.
tion of the country—{and it isnot 80 much sla-
very asan institution for the good of bothra

ces)—tnen so queamish on this point, thut they

are ready to strike down the higher right of a
commnnity to govern themselves, in orderto
naintin the absolute right of individnals in.
all circumstances, to govern themselves !

Mr. President, the resolutions that [ have
proposed present, in exuct terms, these greal
Lrulﬂs. I propose to present them lo the Sen.
ate; I propose to have a vote upon them;and I
trust there is no gentleman here who will 1e-
fuse a direct vote upon thése propositions. I
is manly that we shull know the state of things.
It is due to our constitaents that we should in-
sist upon it; and-l, ns one, will insist apen it
that the sense of this body shall be taken : the
body which represcnts the States in their ca-
pacilies as communities, and the members of
which aro to be their special guardians. Tt
is due-tn them, sir, that thére should be a fair
expression of what is the sense of this body
Upon that expression mnch depends. Itis the
only stund which we can have. Iris the only
position which we can-take, which will uphold
us with anything like independence—which
will give us any chance atall to maintain an
equality in this Unien, on those great prinei-
ples to'which I have had reference. Overrule
these principles, and we are nothing! Pre-
serve them, amd we will ever be arespectable
portion of the community.

Sir, here let me say a word as to the com-
promise line I have always considered it 8s a
great error—highly injurivus to* he South be-
cause it surniendered, lor mere lemporary pur
poses, those high principles of the Constitution
upon which I think we ought to stand  Iam
againstany compromisa line. ¥et I would
have been willing to contiuue the compromise
line. One of the resolutions in the House, to
that effect was offered ut my suggestian, - said
to a friend there, {Mr. Burt.] **Let us not be
disturbers of this Union. As abhorrent to my
feelings as is that compromise line, let it be ad-
hered to in good fuith ; and if the other portions
of the Union are willing to stand by i, let us
not refuse to stand by it. It has kept peace
for some time, und in the circumstunces. per-
haps it would be better to keep peace us it in.”
But, sir, it was voled down by an sverwhelm-
ing mujority. Itwas renewed by a zentleman
from a non-slaveholding State, and ogain vo-
ted by an overwhelming majonity.

Well, Isee my way in the Constitution, I
cannot in the cowmpromise. A compromise is
but an nct of Congress. It may be overruled
atany time. It gives us no security. But the
constitution is stabls. [t is a rock. Oun it 1
can stand. Itis apriaciple on which we ean
meet our friends ‘rom the non slavenolding
States. It is a fin ground, on which they
canbetter stand in opposition 1 fanaticism,
than on tha shifting sands of compromise.

Let us bo done with compromise. Let us
go hack and stand upon the Constitntion ! .

Well, sir, what if the decision of this body
shall deny to us this high constitutional right,
which in wy opinion is as clear as any in the
instrurnent itselli=the more defined and stable,
indeed, because deducad from the entire body
of the instrument, and the natare of the sub-
ject to which it relates? What then 7 That
is a question which [ will not undertaketo de-
cide. [It1s a question for our constituents—the
slaveholding States. A solemn aud a great
jueation, Mr. President. And if the decixion
shonld be adverse at this time, I trust and do
believe that they will take under selemn con-
sideration what they oughtto do. Igive no
advice. It would be hazardons and danger.
ons for me to do so. Butl may speak asan
individual inember of that'section of the Union.
There I drew my first brenth. Thera are all
my hopes. f am a planter—a entton planter,
Iam a Southern man and a slaveholdcr—a
kind aid mercifnl ong, 1 trust—und none the
worsl for being a slaveholder. [ say, for one,
T would rather meet any extremity opon earth

‘than’give up ona. inch of vur equulity—one

‘inch of what belonzs to n3 as members of this
areat republic!  What! acknowledge inferior-
ity ! The surcender of life is nothing to sinking
down into acknowledged inferiority !

[ have examined this sabjeet largely—widaly.
I think I'see the futare ift we do not stand up
now ; and in my huwble opinion, the condition
of Ireland is merciful and happy—the condi
tion o/ Hindoslan is peace an:d happiness—the
eondition of Jamaica is prosperousand happy, .
to what the Sonthern-States will be if now
they yield ! .

Mr. President, [ desire that the resolufions
whici I now send to the table be read.

The resolniions were read aa follows,—

‘Rosolved, That the territories of the United
Stutes belong (o the several States composing |
this Union, and are held by them as their joint |
and commaon property.

Resolced, "That Congress, as the joint ageni
und representauive of the States of this Union.
has no right to make any law, or do any nct
whuiever, that shall directly, or by its efieets,
make any discrimination between the States af
this Union, by which nny of thein shall be de-
prived of its full and equal right in any territo-
ty of the Uuited States, uequired or to be ac
quired.

Resoleed, That the emactment of any law
which should directly, or by its effects, daprive
the citizens ol any of the territvries of the
States of this Umon lrom emigrating with their
property ints any of the territories of the U.
States will make snch diserimiration, and,
would, therefore. be a violation of the constitn-
tion, and ‘the rizhts of the States from which
such eitizens emigrated, and in derogation of
that parfectequality wlhich belongs to themn as
members of this Union, and would tend direct.
1y to subvert the Union iwell

Resolved, That, as a fandamental principle
in onr polirical creeds that a people in forming
A constitution have the unconditional rizht to
form and adopt the government which they
may thnk best calenlated to secure their liberty,
prosperity and happiness; and that in conform-
ity thereto, no other condition is imposed by
the federal constitution on a State 1 order to
be admitted into this Union, except thut it
onstitution shall be strictly republican; and
that the imposition of any other by Congress
would not only be in violation of the constita-
tion, but in direct conflict with the principle on
which our pelitical system rests.

I move that the resolutions be printed. 1
shall trove that they be tuken up to-morrow ;
and I do trust that the Senate will give them
early attention, and an early vote upon the
subject.

Mr. Benton then rose and said—Mr. Presi-
dent, we havegome business to transact. [ do
not intend to avoid business for a string of ab-
stractions. :

Mr. Calhoun. The senator snys he camnot
take up abstraction. The coostitution is an
abstraction. Propriety is an abstraction. All
the great tnles of life are absiractions, The
Declaration of Independence was made on an
abstruction ; and when 1 hear a man declare
that he is against abstract trath in a case of this
kind, f am prepared to know what his course
will be! { certainly supposed that the senator
fiom Missouri the iepresentative of a slave-
holding State, would have supported these res-
olutions. 1 moved them in good faith, under a
solemn’jconvicticn of what was due to those
whom I represent; and due the whole South
and the whole Union. [ have aslittle desire as
any Senator to obstruct public business, All
I what iz a decision, and a decision before the
three million bill is decided. Ifthe senator fiown

\

Missouri wants to morrow morning very well.

which have of framing their own constitution! | e resolutions can be taken up on Monday.

8ir, the individnal right of menis not nearly I

80 easy to beestablished by any course oftren-

I will pursue my own course

Mr. Bentan.
1 know what are ab-

when the time comes.

soning. ashis common liberty. And yet, sir, | giractions, and what are not. [ awfor going
hero are men ‘of such delicate feeling on the | g with the business of the session; and [ say,

1 shall not vote (or abstractions, years shead;

culated on my course. He is mistaken. He
koows very wall, 'rom my whole course 10
public kife, thar' I never woald leave public bue.
?i'mcss' to take up firebrands to set the world o
re. P 2
Mr. Callioun. 'Che senator: does not at all
comprehend me. y
Mr. Benton. Tam from the right place. 1
amn on the side of my country and the Union.
The "resolutions were then ordered fo be
printed.
From the N. O. Picayunc of the 18th inst. ==
LATER FROM TAMPICO- =~
The schooner St. Paul, Capt. Talbot,
artived yesterday afternoon..from Tampi:
cof having sniled on the Bth inst—tW0,
days later than the Charrou's adviees. ¢
We grieve tosay that the news in regard
to the volunteers on the Ondiaka is 1888
favorable than we had reason to expect.

The main body of them had no;givfed

at Tampico. On the contrary, atpurla-
test accounts from them they were en-
gaged in a confliet with a body of Mexicans
far superior to them in oumbers and
equipment, From two letters of Mr.
Lumsien, which we have before us, we
extract those portions which relate to the
wreck aud present position :6f the volun-
teers. o writing his first letter he was
evidently under no apprehension B3: 10
their fate. dvbears date. . ¢
Tawmreico, Feb. 6, 1817.
Yestorday an unpleasantatnor reached
here relative to the unflortunate.party who
wera wrecked. It is but a rumor, and one
that | do not credit, and- there arc: many-
others who also doubtit.. "Therumbr was
brought by the eaptain of the--schobner
who started to the relief of the¥olunteers,
but returned as I have stated, . The cap-
tain says that he fell io avith a boat, said
to bn from the wrock, with -several of the
crew, w ho informed him thata very large
number of armed Mexicans had attacked
and made prisoners of all 1he volunteers,
as well as the party under Lieut.- Miller,
who left here for their assistance. The-
men in the boat stated thal”they were
tryiong to reach Tampico; but as yot'they
have not arrived, and I think their story’
altogether improbable. 1 do netknow
where a very large number. of armed
Mexicans” could be raised so near this
place, and particularly on the sea-coastin
that direction. But be this as ii may, |
am just informed that another expedition
—100 strong—uunder Capr. Magruder,
is to start to-morrow for the scene of the
wrock, so thatin afew days'we shallkuow
all about 1t. « F.A/L.
The following letter is tho latest which
has been reccived so [ar a3 we can learn.

It is dated. :
T'aneico, Feb. 8.

The plot thickens. Rumor is folluwed
by rumor in quick succession. - 1 begin to
think there is something in the report
about the Mexicaus having attacked Col.
De Russey, but I claim that [ may be ex
cused fur my want of faith i Lhe story as
it first reached us. DMexican rumors, in
the maio, ure worth just what importance
peuple miy be whimsical edoogh to at-
tach to them. **Wolf, woif I"is the com-|
men cry; but it may be that the wolf has
come. At all eveus, those in. gutharity
here have reached the city ip the [as:
twenty-fuur hours, to ordora #__Iq brig:
ade—in addition Lieut. dMillerzand Capt.
Magruder's forces, mentionediio my letter
of the-6th—1o go at once 1o fhe reliel of
Col. De Rusey. This is what ought o
have been duoe at first, if it were deemed
necessary to do any thing atall. 1f Col.
Do Russey ‘need aid, it was aid beyond
the power of a mere handful of men w0
render, and asufficieat force should at once
bave been despaiched to his assistance.

But the last **balletin”—which may or
may vot be wrue. A Mexican, saidto be
worthy of betief, has arrived here, and
reports that Gen. Cos had arrived on
Thursday last, tae 4thinst.. from Tuspan,
from the wreck of the ship Ondiaka, with
48V troops, consisting of 280 of the banal
livn-of {'uspau, the rest National Guards
and ‘cavalry; that on his way Gen. Cos
was joined by 120 men from Tamiagua,
180 from Papauntila, and 233 fruin Omel-
ma—bis whole force nmounting w 980
wen, with four piecesef artillery; that alter
summoning Col. De Russey to surrender
his force as prizoners of war, which sum-
mons was promtly rejected, an engago-
ment ook place which lasted till 10 o’clock
P. M., wfter the Mexican left, and the
resull was not known. fen. Cos had
stativoed an advance of 80 cavalry and 50
infeolry at a puss 1o prevent re-inforce-
wments arriving [rom this place.

‘I'he brigade which has been ordered to
go to the relief of Col. De Russy is under
the command of Brig. Gen. Pillow, con-
sisting jof three regiments of Tennvssee
volunteers, 1wo of foet and one of mounted
and four conpanies of artillery. T'bis
force started last night. Success to them.

Lo great haste, F.A. L.

du addition to the foregoing, we learn
from Mr. Jobn C. Howard who came
passenger on the i5t. Paul, thatas the
vessel was comiug over the bar on the
morning of the 9ih inst., the propellor
James Cage was secn returning frowmn the
wreck of the Oadiaka. The Cargo had
no other person on board than her regular
crew anl as she took down Cap. Magru
der aud hiseommand, it is certain that ho
effected a laoding. We must remain in
suspense in regard 1o the fate of the vol-
unteers until another arrival; I they
have two hundred gunsand a tolerable
supply of ammunition we have great faith
that they will beat oit the Mexicans, or at
least hold them in check till Gen. Pillow

arrives. ;
Tamerco, Feb. 6, 1847.

1 wrote you last from the Brazos. On
the 19th ult. 1sailed from that place, and
arrived here yesterday—just one week
[rom the day of suiliug. ‘I'he passage was
a most _disagreeable and uncomforiable
one. Only think of beiog at sea seven
days in a small schooner with some sev-
euty people on board first encountering a
“norther” and then becalmed for the rest
of the time—drifting and beating about
with the current, and going where no one
no,board could tell.  But tha’'s ll aver,
and thanks w Provideuce, [ am once more
sole on lerra firma.

Very great changes has taken, placo
since I was last here, occasioned prioci-
pally by the large accession of forces [rom
various points. We have now at Tampico
about 7000 troops—regular and volunteers;

the whole under the command of Maj. Gec.

‘Pauterson, swho succeeds Brig. General
to the exclusion of business. He sayshe cal<| Shield's in command of this station. The
_force now here cousist of the following brig-

ades and commands, as nearly as | can
daceriain, viz: Gen. Twigg's regular divi
gitin, being parts of the 1st, 21, 3d, and 7th
Tufantry, and two companies of Rifles—
Gen. Smith sommanding the Rifles aud

7th Infantry ; Gen. Pillow’s brigade, being

‘Awo regiments of foot and one of cavalry

—Tennessec troops ; Gen. Quitman's brig-
ade, the Alabama and Georgia regiments
and Baltimore batialion : Gen. Shield’s
brigade, the 3d and ‘4th Regiwent llinois'
volunteers, !

‘It is supplosed that the'l«t and 21d Regi-
ments of Lllinois troops, now with Gen.
Wool, near Saltillo will be ordered down
to fll General Shield's command.

In addition to the above forces. there are
also four companies of the lst Arillery,
three of the 2d, three of the 3d, and voe
company of the 4th together with one
company of the Gth Infantry, which garri-
son the fines of the defensive works of the
place, under Col Gates. I assure youthat
we have quite a nice liitle army here at
Tampico, and every thing seems 1o be
moving along as regnlar as clock-work.

LATER FROM THE BRAZOS,

By the arrival yesterday aficrnoon of
the schooner Sea, Capt. Flanders, we
have dates from Brazos Sawtiago up to
tha Gih, from Matamoras to the 5th, and
from Cumnrgn up to the Ist inst. [t will
be seen, by the létters of our correspon-
dects, thata pariy of our troops have heen
captured vear Saltillo, and that Majors
Borland and Gaines and Capt. Cassins M.
Clay have been taken prisoners. [t will
also be seen that murders and outrages
are constantly being committed on the
roads by the Mexicans. As our letiers
contaiu all the more important part of the
intelligence, we hasten ‘to lay them before
our readers: " ;
Camp on the Rio Grande. ncar Palo Allo, %

Junuary, 30 1847,

Everything here betckens a sudden
movement of the troops. Seventy days
rations have been issued, and orders given
to beiu readiness at a moment’s warning.
Within a few dayz, if 1am not greatly
mistaken, Gen. Worth's division will be
on'ship-board, moving tuivards Vera Cruz.
Gen, Worth isup again, and although
lame. is beginning to lovk quite well.

Capt. Aroold, (formerly ofthe dragoons)
of the Quartermaster’'s Department, has
just acrived here and joined‘the command.
It seems thatthe - Mexicab army at San
Luis have bekn making some movement,
as reports have several limes reached Sal-
tillo, since Worth's division left, that the
enemy was marching against that place,
and two regiments of volunteors were sent
up [rom Monterey to strengthen Gen.
Butler’s command. N6 dews from Gen.
‘Taylor since he left Victoria. -

Mouth of the Rio Grande,
February 3, 1847, E

- I have plenty of bad news to give you,
geutlemen, and very little that is pleasant.

“The fate of Col; May’s rear guard and
bagpaze you have already heard of—but
intellizence has just reached this place,
toa paiufully true and well authenticated,
which proves that the enemy haveopened
on us in earuest, and 1hat their hatred is
cmortal., - e

On the 11th Janpary T met Lieut. Rit-
chiie of the 4th infantry, but then acting
with the 21 Dragoons, on his way from
‘Saltillo, with ten dragoons, o Victoria,
bearing important despatches for General
‘Laylor, Irora Gen. Scott and others. It is
suid these conlaine the whole plun of the
operations in which we are aboul to engage.
While on the road between Monierey and
Victoria, but at what place [ cannot learn
the party was attacked, young Ritchie
was lassoed and dragged acros a cornfield,
and the despatches carried ofl. The ten
dragoony were either killed or takeu priso-
ners. Licnt. Ritchie was one of the most
distinguished and excellent youug officers
inthe army, His condunet at Palo Alto
and Resaca won the admiration of the
army and he was much ssteemed for his
talent, and the excellenee of his heart.
"T'here is little or no doubt of bis death—
still, whilst ihere is a shadow of doubt,
there is a hope.

A lew days ago an officer of the 21 Ohio
Regiment, Lit. Miller is helieved 10 be his
numne, was murdeved, at Chichironi, and
awfully mutilated. His heart was cur out
and hung vpon a shrub, 10 show us, I sup-
pnse how deeply scated was their hatred
towards us. 1 would like to have com-
mand of two huodred mounted meo,
with unlimired power over the country
between Cerralvo and Camargo. My
first act woull be toshoot every man ia
Miec; then go and burn every rancho on
the route, for ten miles right and lelt, and
shool every man, to Cerralvo—and 1hen
eontinue to shoot them, n that region, as
fast as they made their appearaaee.

But here is news that will create a deep
sensation in the Biates. The Mllowing
letters reached Gen. Worth last eveniog.
O course there is no doubt ubout it cor-
rectness. 1t is from Capt. Chapman, of
the army: _

SarntiLvo, Jan. 25, 1847.

1 have oply time to write a word.  Ma-
for Borland, of the Arkonsas cavalry, with
50 men, and Maj. Gaines and Cassius M
Clay, with 30 men, were surprised and
captured a1 Encarvacion, [about 45 miles
beyond Saltillo] on the morning of the
23d. of the Gen. Minon. Ee heard that
Borland was there and marched from
Marehuala with 500 eavilry and 100k them
without firing a gun. This is no stampede.

Yours truly,
W. W. CHAPMAN.

The ohove is all that bas reached us on
the subjeet; in  facr, it is clear enough.
Betw=en 80 and 90 of our men have heen
taken prisoners, and are undoubtedlv at
San Luis Potosi ere this. The hatred of
of the Mexicans is so inveterale, however
sgainst our volunteers, that lears are en-
tertained for the safety of the prisnners.

The troops are beginning (o move down
from Camp Pilo Alto. Gen. Scott would
have emburked to:day. on the Massachu
gerts, for Tampicos if a heavy norther had
notsprang up yesterday. He will be ac-
companied by two or three companies of
the artillery battalion, Copts. C. F. Smith
and Vioton's companies beiog of the num-
ber.

The destination of the troops is Labos.
about 75 miles from Vera Cruz. As
Santa Annz know all about it I presume

| troops, and then mote together to a land-

{'long before T'll have 1o tell youof some
| wagoh train‘being captured, or somesmall
|party cut off. j

7| dates [rom that ciry tothe evening ol the

ahe 20th of Junuarv.

‘there is no impropriety in my telling you.
1t is an islund, ‘very near the main land,
and behind it is a safe harbor for vessels
of congsiderable size. The shore is tocky
and the pass very crooked, butnor ex-
iremely dangerous. In the course of the
week we shall be on the Gull, and il the
northers and southeasters do uot send us 10
another world, you will soon receive a
description of the baule and capture of
V.raCroz. :

Mouth of the Rio Grande, ;

February 4. 1847.

We have received further intelligence
respecting the fate of Lieut. Riichia. I
seems that the ten dragoons reached Vic-
toria in safety, but there is no louger any
doubt about the death of this valuable
young officer. The party halted at atown
on the road, aud Lieut. Riichie left the
men for a fe'w moments to go with o guide
and procure forage for the horsés. They
had proceeded but a short distance when
a Mexican came dashingup ou horseback,
threw a lasso suddenly over Ritchie's
neck, and'dragged him, full speed across a
Held, and then murdered aod stripped
him. '

It is said now 1hit the -transporis will
assemble at Lobos ‘Harbor, with all the

ing much néarer Vera Cruz. .
= Camarco, Jan. 235,
To-morrow or next day all the forces

composing Gew. Worlh's, division will

have left here. New we must look out
for outrages aud murders, for war and ru-
mors of war. in real earnesi, as the Mexi-

cansin this neighborhood are firmly im-

pre=sed withthe epinion that we are re-

treating from Santa Anna. The rauchero
hordes of Cauvales, nr I am mueh mista-
ken, will soon be on the ‘rnads on the look-
out'for straggling parties, and they will let
no favorable opportunity to rob aud thurder
pass. Maik my words for it, ‘it won't be

Yours, &ec.,

The court rmarrial recently held at the
‘Brazos for the 1rial of Col. Huarney has
ordered him 1o be releascd from arrést and
reprimanded. We learn that Gen. Scont
has remitted the latter part of this sen-
tence, but has reitrated his former -order
10 Col. H. It was thought, however,
that he would reeall this order, and permit
the Coloucl to lead his regiment. We
‘have received a [ull account of ihe trial,
but cannnt possibly find rosm for it.

LATER FROM VERA CRUZ.

By the arrival of the bark St. Mary,
from Havana, #we are pluced in possession
of the advices by the British sieamer from
Mexico. Our leuers and a portion our
papers have elfo cometo haud. The
Medway arrived at Havana the morning
of the Gth ipst.,, from Vera Cruz, with

Ist inst., oue from the eity of Mexico to
. The Medway
brooght over "$600.000 in speecie atd
fifty-1wo ‘passengers.

I'he rumor of the assassination of Santa
Anna turos out to  be unfounded; so also
of his active position to the seizure nf

‘cessfully'repulsed !

icams:to"retake Los Angeleshad ﬁm-‘iﬁé‘-':ﬂ-‘.'- :

A’ projeet has Leen started in Mazatlan:*
of declaring Sania Aana dictawr.- Thitg.
drew from him an immediate dec_laraliﬁi‘i"
thut as he did not aspire 10 the Presidene

movement in  Sunora or any -other Stas
which should threaen 10 kindle  politi
Luis Potosi are to the 26ih wult. The

Cruz ludicator of the 3lstwl. “thinks
State of San Luis.

From the N. O. Picayune, February 21,
LATER FROM TAMPICO.. ~

Saturday, the 131h iustant.  Mr, Wheler, -

boat, und very kindly furnished us with
interesting information from Tampico,aud

four companies of Louisiana volunteers,

with the exception of six whom the. colo-

the Mexicaus; they reached Tampico city.
the murning of.the 9th instant, generally .
speaking in good healih, but very much.

were ‘abandoned a few miles from their

men-finding it impossible to carry them
through the sand o littere. -Oune of these
overtook the main hody before they reached
Tampico; the remainder will probably fafl
into the hauds ‘of the enemy. The names
of those left behind are, Sweeny, of com;
pany F; Colburn, of company G; Wian,
Washburn and Sergt. Warner, of com-
;pany I, and Dolke, of company E. -~

.nel.

opposite the wreck, ihey received visite

were led 1o expect assistance, in the wa

ses unvoluntarily made by the scoundrels,

ol the volunteers, their tumber, &c. fu

itself, with a demand from Gen. Cos for
an immediate and unconditional eurren-
der; and it was represented to them that'~
ihe country was swarming with armed
men, cutting off’ all retreat unless by sea

resonted the (orces un ler his command to
amount to 1800 regular trovps, whereas
in reality he could only muster about 980,
all wld, of which at least three-fourths are:

church property. At last accounts he
was still at San Luis Potesi. Vera Criz
papers of the 28th u't. annvance thar let-
ters from San Lnis spéak-of his iinmediate
departure for Tula. -

Qur letters say that all the late Minis-
ters have resigned. ‘T'he Ministers of for-
eign affairs and of finances bave certainly
doue so. Senor Rejon, who so recently
quarrelled with Sama Anna, hos gone
back to the State Department.  He is un
ardent fe :eralist. and relied upon to carry
through thé confiscalivn of chureh pro-
perty. Neither our papers nor letlers
mention who now has charge of the War
Departnent. Seoor rancisco Suorez
Iriarie bas taken charge of the Finances
lle was a ‘mewher of the Chamber of
Deputies, and received their assent 1o his
accepting the present office. To add 10
the general disorganization, the Mekican
Jongress is said 1o have determined to
dissolve about the first of this present
munth.

The Mexicans appear to be parlicolar-
Iy well iuformed of the movemenis and
positions of our troops, "T'hey give, rom
time to time, the forces at Tumpico, Sal-
tillo and Victoria and orher places

We find no meution made of the capture
of Chibuahua, but there has been an ac-
tion in the immediate vicinity of El Paso
del Norte, in which our troops were en-
tirely successful.

On the 24th of December Senor Cuyli
was at El Paso at the head of 480 regu-
lars, who added o the Pasenos, or troops
raised near El Paso, exceeded 1000 in
number. The Americans were al Dona
Ana 400 strong.—They advanced upon
] Paso. Cuylii prepared to fight them.
but the evening he was 1o set [orth on his
march he was seized with a violent brain
fever, which rendered him helpless. The
command Jevolved upon Vidal, who pos
sessed liulle military skill, and expected to
surround and destro; the Americans like
so many rabbils  He pushed forward 500
cavalry under Captain Antonio Ponee, of
which oue hall were Pasenos.—The
Americans demanded a parley, which was
denied, and the fight immediately com-
menced. [Ponce charged at the head of
his cavalry, but in vain, as he was woun-
ded ivthe first onset. Just then the Pas-
nos ran, aod threw such disorder into the
whole that all ook to flight, leaving a
liowitzer in the hands of the Anericans,
but carrying off three other pieces. Vidal
returned with all speed 10 Carrizal. forty
leagues from El Paso. The loss on each

| side was not known or is uot siated. On

the 27th the Ameritans tovk possession of
E. El Paso with 600 cavalry and 400 in-
funiry. The eavalry immediately staried
in pursuit ol the runaways, and alhough
it was not known at Chiliushua on the 2
January that they had overtaken them it
was thought likely they would get posses-
siov of two wagons which were inthe
rear with the park, as well as of 1hirty
men who escorted them. This seems
probable 10 us. too, though we much doubf
i the Americans ever got up the runa-
woys

A letier from Mazatlan, dated the ITth
or January, is published. Gov. Castro was
then in that city, Both were asking men
and money to recover the Califbrnias.
They boast indeed. that we have no foot-
hold on the land, that with ounly ninety
men an altempt by seven huudred Amer-

said 1o have been raw reeruits, who had -

through Lieut: Ozier, under caver of the

sed -hiin admiesien inside, but afier some
little refleciion, upon the request of Col.
DeRussey, granted him uvntil 9 lie next
moraing, at which time the Americans
were to surrender or an action must be’
hazarded

Al night-fall camp-fires were lighted,
and orders immediately given to” mareh,
leaving knapsacks and all burthensome
materials which could in the least impede
aod which were noi wanted for the pur-
pose of sustenance.
hoursthey are said to have made thirty-five
miles, and instead of hard fighting or skir-
mishing not an armed Mexican was seen
on the way to Tampico.

Gen. Cos had so posted his men that
he thought he had cut off the reneat of the
volunteers, as well as the advaace of sup-
plies or succor. It would seem that he
did not pursue the retreating - party. Most
ol the infaatry under Gen. Cos came in
canoves fiom Tuspan, and landed in front
of the wrecked volunteers.
pieces of light artillery, and when he re-
ceived Licur. Ogzies about one hundred
and filty troops were drawn up i column.

We learn verbally thal there.were ninety
or one huundred servicable guns in posses~
sion of the wrecked volunieers, ihe others
beivg either lost in getting ashore or ren-
dered unservicable—one reason for"De-
Russy's not waiting the twenty-four hours.

The same day the Coyuga leff, tho
schooners Wm. Bryan, Knapp and Tioga
also sailed for this port and some other .
vessels nol recollecred. A very heavy
mail was put én board the Tioga. i

Gen, Scott hail not arrived w Tampico,
but was still hourly expected.

LATER FROM VERA CRUZ.

By the arrival at half past 2 o'clock, thig
morning of the schr. Wm. Bryan, Capt.
Ryan, from Fampico, we have later ac-.
counts from Vera Cruz, brought to the
former place by the prize schooner Belle,’
Lieut. M. C. Perry, Jr. commanding. Our’
letters from the squadron are ' to the 41y
inst., aud our Vera Cruz papers to the 24
inst.

command, avd his place supplied by ‘Fen.
Vazquez. _

The Mexicans having become convin-
ced that Vera Cruz isto be the object of

ses on the road ta Mexico. The merchants
af Jalapa have been called upon for a loaa
of 81000 to fortify the Puente Nacional.
Rejou and lriarte have entered upon
the discharge of their duties as Secrota-
fies of Foreign Affaira and Finances. Gu--
evara has resigned the post of Minister of
Justice,
_ Senor Lemns had tendered his resigna-,
tion to the Goverament, but it had been,

was granted him, and Gen. La Vega ap-

p inted temporarily to his post. '
More Volunteers.—The Newport Dnily:

Newss:ivs:—A married woman in Fall

boys last week.—The futher is seventeer:

years old ! They are «ll doing well.

riapn

be would use all his.furce 10 put down agy
]
commotion. The latestdates from—-San’ -

army had not then moved, but the Vera -~ =
that it had doue so subsequently, being euax:. -
bled 10 do so by the funds raised by the *°

Gen. Valeucia is said by the same papé.:- e .
to meditate a descent upon Tampico.;, .. -~

Safety of the Louisiana Volunfeers. - ~
The brig Cayuga has arrived in theriver |
having lelt Tampico on the morning of * ="

who was a passenger in the brig, came up - 5

to town yesterday aflernoon on a Balize ..

a copy ol the Sentinel of the 10th inst. -
Our readers will rejoice to leara that the

wrecked oo the Ondiska, are all safe,” =~

nel was constrained toleave behind. Therg - = :
was no action between the volunteers.and .

exhausted by their forced marches. Seven. =

first eamnp, being unable to march,and the = -

We subjoin the particulars of their n'd:'-- ;
gentures vearly in the words of tbe Senti- — -

PR, (] o
It appears that early in the dayon-
which ‘the volunteers had. taken. refuge - -
fromn a watery grave upon the sand nearly -

from several Mexicans, who came in the . -
character of peasants, fishermen, &c., and

of transportation, from the various promi- -

the afiernoon aflag of truce presented *

which of course was impossible. -Cosrep- -

entered into the scheme with the hopeiol=
gaio by plundering the wrecked ship.and =
passesgers.’ :Ga:l:%i-nﬂmuf%‘ﬁbé e

enemy's flag of iruce. He was metoutsida -
the enemy’s lines by Gen. Cos, whorefu- - <

The first twenty-lour -

ITe had four

Gen. Valencia has been re_]iqved of his’ g

atrack, have set about fortifying the pas<

fefused, Eight days' leave of abscence -

River, fificen years old, had a pair of 1win, :

[

e 3TE

who were doubtless busily employed at. -
that time in informing the ‘Mexican com- =
maunder at Tuspan of the exsact condition ~




