 ADDRESS
OF THE REV. DR. JOHNSON,

To r8E 374TE COSVENTION OF TRE BapTisT
DesomnaTtion, 8. C., DELIVERED OF THE

3rDp DAy oF Mavy, 1845, AT ax

6 oF THE Bouv. .

Dear Brethren :—Preparatory to your en-
tering into business, 1 ask your zuepton lo
the fullowing Address. The Geoeral Conveu-
tion of the Bupust Denomination in the United

States fur Foreign Missions, and other impor-
tant objects. relating o the Redecmer’s king-
dom, of which this Convention is a conslitu-
“ent member, 18 composed of Baplists trom
“every part of the Aurericain Republic. Thie
distinction “between Slaveholders and Nou-
Slaveholders is, therefore, unknown to its Con-
gtitution. = This instrument secures to iis mew-
bers, the enjoyment of their “sociul equality as
to all the privileges and benefits of the Foreign
Missionary Union.” A special article, the 61b,
requires, that * Such persons only as ure in
fall ecommupion with some church in-our de-
nomination, and faruish’ satisfactory evidence
of genuine piety, good tulents, and ferventzeal
forthe Redeeme:’s cause, are to be employed
as Missionaries.” :

The aduption of this article by Slaveholders
and non-stivehalders, united upon the princi-
ple of equal rights , whe communed together
at the same table; received each other inter
changeably into charch membership; whose
Ministers prenched in each other’s pulpits;
conclusively proves, thattlie Convention made
riot the ownership of slaves, a disquulification
iu one, who should offer himself for a missiona
ry appointment. .

‘The Convention, for the purpose of making
the subject still pluiner, passed at its Insl'nhu;ﬁ:
the following declaratory resolution: “Re
wved, That in co-uperntingtogerlier, as members
of this Convention in the work ol Foreign Mis-
sions, we disclaimall sanction, either expressed
or implied, whether of slavery or anti-slavery,
but asindividuals. we are (ree to express and o
prowote, elsewhere, our own views on these
subjectsin a christiun manner and spirit "—
The mind, the intention, the will of the Con-
vention on these subjects caunot then be misun-
dersivod. Especiully would it seem, that the
~«iActing Board” shoulil have cleurly compre-

bended the intent und meaning of the Couven-
. tion, since itreceived its appointment from that
body. as its agent, for the express purpose nf’
carrying outits will aud design.  And yet this
agent has decided, that - [Tuny one shall offer
himself as & Missionary haviag slaves, and
.should insist ouretainming them, us bis property,
we could not appoint him. One thing is cer-
tain,” continues the Acting Board, “we can
never-be « parly to any arrangement, that
would imply approbation of slavery.” DBy
thisdecision, this ageut has placed itsellin di-
reet opposition w the Convention, und its dee-
laratory zesolution. ‘The anly reason given for
this extraordinary decision 1s, thut ~The ap-

ointing power, for wise and good reasons,
gaa been condued to the *Acting Board.' "—
But under this authority, strange to tell, (his
ageut has undertaken to declare that \o be u
disquahfication 1 one, who shoald offer himself
for a Foreizn Missionary appointment, which
the Convention has said, shall not be a disqual-
ification. This agent has also cxpressly sanc-
tioned Anti-slavery, and condemued Slavery,
although the Convention has decided that
neither should be doue. Aud further, it has
forbidden all those, who should apply for a For-
cign Missionary appointment, to express and
1o promoletheir own views on the subject of
alavery, in a proper manuer and sprit.  This
istruly a hign-handed, most extraordinary wea-
sure, fur an ageat, restricted to aconslitutional
provision, and & declaratory resolution. By

Extea MeeT-

- .thisdeciston; it is évident. that the Bourd stands

ready to violate the Constitution of the Con-
vention ander which it has received its ap-
pointinent, as it has utterly disregarded, the
resolution of that body.

The Board, nutwithstanding this measure,
professes to recognize “the social equality” of
the members of the Counvention “in all the
privileges aud benefits of the Foreign Mission-
ary Union.” By this, then, we ire to under
stand, that, as the Board will nei confer the
Missionary appointment upon a Slaveholder,
such un appoinuuent is notenc of the privil-
egvsand benefits of the Foreign Missionary
Union. Fur, as that body recognizes our *'so-
cial equality” in all the privileges und benefits
of that upion, the Slaveholder, if'in other res-
pects fitted for the appointient, would assur-
edly, on application, receive it il such an ap-
pointment were ranked among the privileges
and benefits of the Union.

Here, then, we have the strange doctrine
taught, thatin the judgment ofa Bourd, selec-
ted ut of the whole denomivation lor its picty,
integriny, ability uud high character, theap-
pointment of 2 Minister of God to preach the
unsearchable riches of Chirist among the hien-
thed, is notone of the privileges and bearfits
of the Foreign Missionary Union. Wlhen, on
the conrary, it is the highest privilege and
benefit, which the Foreign Missionary Union
can confer. Compared with this, the Presi-
deney of the Convention is of small moment.
And could any member of the Convention, or
of any constitnent member of that body, con-
sent 10 deprive himsell, or any of his brethren
of this privilege, this benefit, breause of his
holding a species ol property; which would
not, even in the judgwent of the Bourd itsell,
disfranchisc him of & right {o membership in
the church militant or the church triumphant,
to the office of the Ministry of the Gospel, or
1o a seat at the right hand ‘of Ged! How in-
consistent then is the decision of the Board
with its own declared recoguition of our “so
cial equality in all the privileges and bencefis
of the Foreign Missionury Uvion!" Butthe
Bourd says: “Theappointing puwer, for wise
und good reasvns, has been coufided to. the
Atting Board:'  Aud. thercfore. in the exer-
cise of this power, it fiads authority to nulhfy
the Constitation, under which it is appointed,
and to disregard the instructions of the body,
which hos given itiws existence. Thus in the
exercise of a power " coufided” ta the Board,
that body discovers the authority not only to
exercise u power not “confided toil,” but one
also that virtually destroys the authority of the
body, from whom it has received the a ppoint
e to exercise any power atall. It is not
difficult 10 sce, in this decision of the Board,
an initial movement towards the denial of the
elizilibity of a Slaveholder to the ministerial
office. . And this done, what shall hinder a de-
nial of the rightof a Slaveholdor to church mem-
bership. Aud this accomplished, the Slave-
Jiolder 1s denied the privilege of being @ chrié.
tian.

It ia trué, that the Board is only the agent of
the Convyention, and it is equully true, that
the Convention should not be impheated in the
actof its ugent, until it shall give its sunction
tothat act. It would secm proper, therefure,
and more especially so as we have no dissatis-
faction with the Conveation, to refer this whole
matter o the decision of that body. before we
toke any further steps. But, let it be remem-
bered, fhat two whole ycars nust pass awny
before this can be done, and that we have no
remedy in thé mean time. For, although, we
have a general Board, that meets annnally. yet,
the *Acting Board,” chosen out of the Gene-
ra} Board, at the meeting of the Convention,
has the entire control of the whole Missionary
concern, until the next meeting of Convention.
No appeal then lies from the Acting.to the
General, Board.: And if we should desire an
extra call of the Convention, it wounld be in
vain, for this is wholly in the hands of the Act-
ing Board, ns wiil appear from the I'u!!owqu
article of the. Constitntion: “Art15. It shall
he the duty of the Presidentto call a special

1

‘Its mdicalions were ut

meetiug of the Cenventidn. on application of | of chiistinnity,
| the Bourd," und as by the deleimination of the

Convention, at its last meeting, the manoge-
ment of the whole Missionaly concern was
committed Lo the “Acting Board,” during the
tecess of the Convention, it must be an ap-
slication from the Acting. not the General,
hnnrd,lhal would authorize the call of a spe
cial meeting of the Convention, by the Presi-
dent. = Uoder the existlng eircnmstances of
this case then, there is no ground of hope, that
the Bourd will reguest the President to ealla
special meeting of the Convention. - Hence
we are without constitutional remedy, in the
present case, for two whole years.

Lo this state of things, it is natoral to expect,
that the contributions o the Treasury of the
Baptist Board of Foreign Missions. will be
withheld by Southern and Sonth Western
Baptists, because they car no longer repose
confidence in a body of meén, who, thongh ap-
pointed to premote the ohjects of the Counven-
tion, so materinlly differs from- them n the
construction of its coustitutional provisions—
Something, therefore, mud be done, and -that
too, without nnnecessury delay. A new chan-
nel must be ereated. throngh which the liberal-
ity of Southern and Souath Western Baptists
shall Aow, that its streams may go forth to
evangelize tho world. Already have the funds
of our Alabama and Virginia brethren been
withbeld from the treasury of the Board of
Migssions. And iti3in the hearts of thousands
of their brethren to do the sawe thing. . Some-
thing, L repeat it, must be done, and done
withoul unneressary delay. The liberal feel-
ings of our brethren of the South and South
West, must notbe permitied, throngh want of
a proper chanuel fur their course, to stagnate
und dry up. The heathen miust not be per-
mitted to perish, through our veglest to send
them the word of life. ~ Duty to God,ts our
fellow men. o oursclves, demands an immedi-
ate.entrauce upon the work of a Southern and
Saeuth Western urganization fur Missionaryand
other benevolent objects, Would to God. it
could be preveuted on equiluble piinciples, But
ucta forbid®he hope

I bave been braught to this'eonclusion by.
slow and painful steps. It was my privilege—
my honor to be assuciated with that noble band
of men, who vrganized the Geueral Missionary
Counvention of our denomination in 1814, now
nearly ihirty-one years since. Uader the fos-
tering care of God, the success of the enterprize
then undertaken, has. been ‘wonderfully glori-
ous, und 1 hiad almost indu!ged the hope, that
“sgsto perpetua’’ might be salely written upon
its destiny.  But now, when our usion shonld
be closer, our cuunsels more watured, and our
labors more._ eflective, there comes an awlul
irruption upon us, eleaving the body in twain,

st swmall, but they
have enlarged and uitiplied.  What it was
in the power of our feeble efforts to do in nrrest
of their progress,and in prevention of the ca-
tastrophe, hus beer done, bat all in vain. 1
therrfore, bow submissively Lo the evenruling
providence of Him. who maketh darkness lis
pavilion,and the thick clouds his chariot, and
um ready for the event.” T'he fact, that the
recent decision of the Acting Board was taken
about the time, that the letiers of *'the **Author
ol the Mural Science,” inreply to the first let-
ter of vur ewn Fuller, now doubly ours, were
being closed, and that this decision was pub-
lished, whilst the very able replies of the lat
ter to the former were tn a course of puhlica
tivn, aud that the decision itsell was reached
in_violatién of constitational provisions and
declaratory instructions, lenves no doubt in my
mind, that the time hasarrived, when we of the
South and Svuth West should withdrow our
connexion {rom our Northern Brothren in the
Missivnary enterprise at howme and abroad, and
forin u separute organization fur the prosecu-
tion of this noble woik.

It may not be improper, at this point, briefly
to review the ground, on which we stand in the
present controversy withour Northern brethren
and to notice the mistaken views of those, who
wonld remove us from it, or fuiling, hold us un-
wurthy of their lellowship, and drive us from
the privilege of mutual concert in benevolent
eflorts.

God gave,tothe Jews, authority to purchase
bondmen and bondwowen of the heathen a-
round them, and of the children of the strangers
that sojour ed auiong thew, us an inheritunce
for them and heir children, lor a possession
furever. No statate on their records revokes
thisauthorny. It was, therefore, of force and
exercised in the days of the Savior. e re-
proved them Tor many of their sins. He taught
them, that polygamy, though tolerated amony
them, was wrobg. and restricted the right of
divoree, thungh practised at pleasure, to ong
canse ouly; but touched not the sulject of domes-
tic slavery

The Apostles were instructed to teach the
dizciples all things which the Savior bud com-
munded them, and were endowed with the
gifts of the [oly Spirit, who should “bring all
things to theirremembirance, that He had taught
them." These men, with the first disciples,
were Jews, DPeter, to whom the Apostleship
of the circumcision was connnitted, thus teaches
the Jewish converts: ** Servans” (household
slaves,) “be subject to your masters, with all
fear, not only tw the good und gentle, but 1o the
frowapd”  Paul, to whom the Apostleship of
the uncircumcision wascommitted, thus teaches
bath the Jewish and the Gentile couverts: *“Let
us matiy Servanis as are under the yoke, count
their own masters worthy of all honor, thut the
name of Godand his docrine be not blasphemed.
And they, that have believing misters, let them
not despize thew, because they are bretheru ;
but rather do them service, becanse they are
f@ithful and beloved, partnkers of the bepefit."

These things were nddressed, 1st, To those
who had grown up under a system of domestic
slavery, instituted Ly divine authority. They
surely did ot perceive any intimation in these
teachings, thut the stitution was wrong. 2nd,
These teachings were also given to disciples,
who were subjects of u goverument, by whose
authority, from time immemorial, slavery had
been suslained under a forin far more abject,
than the form, that obtaine under our govern-
ment  And surely, these disciples could not, by
the closest scrutiny ol these seriplures, conjec.
ture even, Hint they were required by the reli-
gion, that tney had Lf'usl prolessed, to emnnci-
pate their slaves, and particularly as both Jew-
ish ond Gewntile converts were received with
their slaves futo the fellowship of suints and
the membership of the christiun charch. ‘The
relution of master and slave, too, was as fully
recognized, ns the relation of husband and wife,
of parent and child, and the duties of the parties
1o these relations were nll enjoined with equal
clearness.  Thus fur we sce nothing like sin
charged upon slaveholders.  In this stute of
things, the canon of seripture, which is a com-
plete whole, closes.  What thea is the instrue
tion, that we derive from these fuéts in relation
lo domestic slavery? Thatitisanappaling sin?-
No. Fer from it.  What then do we learn from
them? Evidently this, that wheu under any
guvernmentslavery isa partofits settled policy,
the disciples of Christ, who are its citizens or
subjects, may hold slaves innocently aud with-
out crime. Here, then, is the ground on which
we stnud in holding our slaves. :

It isadmitted by “the Author of the Moral
Science." that *'the New Tésiument contains
no precept prohibitory of slavery.” [l ndds,
“This must 1 think, be granted, but this is all.”
By this admission, he meuns thut there is noth-
ing more in favor of slavery. But here lies »
great mistake, Domestic slavery had been ji-
troduced by God's anthority among the Jews.
A prohibitory precept was then necessary to
make it wrong among them. But thereis no
such prohibitory precept. Therefore its absence
under these circumstinces amounts toa sanc-
tion of slavery. And this is more clear from
the fact, that shen the Jews became disciples

they had po intimation that
islavery was wrong.y - - -~

"'The perwmisgion 10 lhp-Gﬂltiie converts, who
had grown up in the midst of slavery, to retain
-th.eir slaves, without the miost distant hint of ils

| sinfulness, would be regarded by them as sanc-

| tioniug the continuauce of their slaves in servi-
J would both these

| tude. ~ And more especially wo .
converts be confirmed in-this yiew of the mat-
ter, when they heard frnin the Apostles the in-
striictions given to both wasters and sluver,
teuching the duties of both purtics to-the rela-
tion. )

inpressed upon their minds upou hiearing the
following language from the Apostle: * Let
every man abide in the same calling, wherein
he wastalled. _Art thou called being a servant!
Cure not forit.  But if thou mayest be made
free, use it rather.”  And when tov they should
kuow Paul's conduct, exemplying these teach
ings in the case of Onesitius, the runuwsy
slave of Philemon, whom he'sent-back o his
master, even after his conversion to christiani-
ty. “The Author of the Moral Science” evident-
Iy makes a mistake, then, in supposing, that the

absence of a preceptprohibitory of slavery, is
all that the New Testament affords in favor of
its support.

There is another mistake, into which some
of our biethven at the North have fallen, to
which our attention may be profitably drawn.
It is the determination of the time, at which
forbearance towards slaveholders by non-slave
holders should cease. Our abolition brethren
have required that emancipation shoald be io-
‘stanter, and thatif not.so dune, they should lar-
bear no longer, but separate [roin”us in eccle-
siasticn] matters. They have neverthelesswait
ed with us severabyears, in the hope, I suppose,
that we wonld be converted from the error of
our ways. ~The Acting Board” seems now to
be makingalarge stride towardsthe same point.
Andthe Authorolthe Mornl Sciencereemsto be
going pari passu withthe Bonrd, For he bays,
“God las taught us that Sluvery is wrong, 2
violation of his most holy law. And ifso, il is
our duty atonce to abandon it.”  But at what
time bas God any where tauglit sluveholdeisto
emanciyate their slaves? Nowhere, and a1 no
time. 'With the Abolitionist then, the time of
ceusing to forbear in this case, is mere matter
of opwion - and not of fith, And . for this
opinion he will agitate ‘the earth, dissever
churelies, break up holy combinations of breth-
ren, which have for near the third ofa century
been owned und blessed of God In‘extending
the triumiphs of the Cross at hume and abroad,
and diffusing the light of holy truth to millions
of oir race.  Lhave goueinto this brief review
for the purpose of setting betore you the entire
imnprobubility of any relief rom our present
dilemma, in any thing that inny be expected
from the General Missivnary Convention two
years hence.

The tenure, by which we hold onr slaves, is
misunderstood by our Northernbrethren. From
the influence of this misappreheasion aiises
their comrse of activn.  We huve endeavored to
inform thewm on this point.  But we have at-
tempted it in vain. The acute and logical
Meredith of North Carolina, the clear-headed
and argume vtative Mell of Georgia, the learned,
eloguent und lofty Fuller of 8. Carolina, have
all uuempled to rewove this misapprehension,
but in vain. =

We Lad hoped, that the number of those,
who hud labored under this misapprehension,
was sinall, and relied with confidence upon a
lurger number of our brethren, Wwhom we re
gurded as moderile men.  The *Acting Bonrd’
of Foreign Missionsespecially had received our
entire confidence.  But alas! overwhelmed by
irresistible influences, that Body has'yielded to
the pressure around them. \{’hifﬂ. all this jx
buing done, a letter is published "in the' Reflec
tor, in Boston, one of the organs’itis believed
of the Board, from Mr. Mason;one 'n[gn_r Mis.
sivnaries, to Mr. Tappan, Treusurerofithe A.
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, conluining
the fullowing sentence: "I have, therefore, the
pleasare to encluse an order for ten dollars on
our T'reasurer, which I will thank you te pay
over tu the Commiuee in New York, (o assist
in the escape of rinaway slaves.”  More than
six weeks have elapsed since this letter reached
the knowledge of the Board, yet we have not
seen expressed by that Body, the slightest dis-
aprprobation of thisimmorality olthe Missionary

We learn, from the lute Address of the Pro-
vizsional Committee of the Baptist Anti-Slave-
ty Conveution, that, *The Missionaries in
Burmah once had it under eensideration 1o re-
quest the Board to deduct from their scanty
silarics the probable amount secured from
slave lubor.” :

When all these things are considered [ ropeat
it. there is no just hope of relief from the
main difficulty, in referring the decision of the
Acting Board, ol which we complain, to the
General Missionary Convention.  Itis nntto
be expected tuat that body will disnpprove of
the decision of its Bourd. But should 1t
disapprove of the decision of that agent, such
disapproval will not chauge the opinions of
the great body of its corstituency in the North.
And when we consider that so welligent and
respectuble un Agent as is the Acting Board of
Foreian Missions, situnied ns itisin the midst
of so large a portion of its constituency, who
are upposed to Slavery, and who approve uts
late decision, in substunce. if not in form, hns
deliberately taken its stand, it is not reasonable
to suppose that the Convention, always embod
ying in its trienial sittings, a lnger number of
Non-slaveholders than Slaveholders, will either
change the lucation, or displace the wewmbers
of thut Agent. - Andis it1o be expected that
that Azent will be required to change its conrse?
Isit not rather to bLe expected, that the Con-
vention. by the force of a large majority of
uon-slaveholders, which may be easily com-
manded at Cincinuati, in a non-slaveholding
State, where the Convention will hold its next
meeting, will, al that meeting, exclude from
appointnients to the Foreign Missionary ser-
vice, such as hold slaves, however fitly qualitied
in all other respects 7 The stand, which the
Board has taken, is to my mind. ample justifi-
cation for ei}.rcss}ng the intimation thut this
ulteration will be mude. ‘'be mnere disapproval.
un constitutional principles, then, of wﬁnl the
Board bas done, will not remove the mnin
difficulty, since itarises from the deep and wide
spreading influence of Abolition prineiyples.

A few of us might be willing, for the
prowmotion of the divige cauvse, to siuhmit
to a privation of right, aud **1ake wrong,”
and so cuntinue in the Convention 5 but
could we take the body of our brethren
withus? lapprehend not. Would it be
right however in any one of us to consent
1o continue in the Conveution, when it
should involve a violation of principle?
Surely uot.  We have, in the Seripture,
an example in point.

When Paul and Barnabas resolved to
take a second tour through the churches,
 Baroabas determined to 1ake John with
them. But Paul thought not good to take
him with them, who departed from them
from Pampaylia, and went not with them
to the work. And the coutention was so
sharp between them, that they departed
asunder, vne from the cther. And sv Bar-
nabas took Mark, and sailed uno Cyprus.
And Paul chose Silas and departed, being
recommended by the brethren unto the
grace of God. And he went through Sy-
rin and Cilicia confirming the churches.”
Paul, because Murk exhibited @ wart of
principle, would no more -be connected
with him. And let us particilarly notice
the overruling providence of God in this
maztter. On their first visit to the church-

es, these two Apastles were necessary, as

This effcct would be the more deeply |

.en aud the destitute, instead of one only.

Fter, let us remember that God's hand is

the thiwgs, thar were wanting, were Lo be
set in order aud Elders ordained in-every
chureh.” But when all this was done,
the pecessity of their united presence and
labors ceased. * ‘Therefore. when a second
visit was to be made. the improper con-
dnet of one of their companions.in the
first tour, was permived 1o separate them,
by which means, two lines of service were
opened for the benefit of the churches.—
Such, Iirust, will be the result of the sep-
aration between the Baptists of these
United States in their general benevolent
Institutions. When we embarked in the
cause of Foreign Missions, the union of
the whole Denomination was necessary,
for it was then comparatively small. But
now, such upion may unt be required, and
God may have permitted the present state
of things, that we may depart asunder
and open two lines of seivice to the heath-

And the vast increase io our numbers, aad
the wide extent of territory, over which
we are spread, seem 1o indicate our di-
vision intn two bands. Iindulge the hope,
that our separation will be aveoded with
no sharpness of contentian, with no bitter-
ness of spirit. We are all the servauts of
the same master, * desirous of duing the
will of God from the heart.” Let us,
then, in generous rivalry, * provoke each
other to love and good works.”

Many of our Northern brethren, {and
the number is growing) plainly shew, that
they could- not **teach and exbort—as
many servanis as are under the yoke' 10
“count their own wiasters worthy of all
honor, ihat the name of God and his due
trine be not blasphemed. Aad they that
bave belicving masters” not ** ‘o despise
them, becnuse they are brethren; but
rather do them service, hecause they are
faithful and beloved, partakers of the beo-
efi.” And wow the * Aecting Board” of
Foreign Missions, scems 1o be giving in
its adhesivu 10 the opiniou of the adthor
of the wmoral science, that * Slavery isan
appalling sin.”” 1s it difficnlt. then, for us
to understand, that we should no longer
continue our conuesion wilh brethren, who
are at such variance with divioe leaching,
when that sume divine teaching com-
mands;" From such withdraw ihyself.,”
My own opinion is, that ihe time has ar
rived for such withdrawment. And iu ef-
fectuating it, I would impress upon your
minds the great principle, which Joseph
lays down when he discovers himself to his
brethrenw, in relation to his elevalion io
Eaypt: ** And Joseph said 1o his brethren,
1 nm Joseph ; doth my Father yet live?—
And his bretlhiren could not answer him, for
they were troubled at his presence. And
Joseph said unto his brethren, Now, there-
fore, be not grieved, nor angry with your-
selves, tha ye sold me hither ; for God did
send me before you to preserve Life:  So
now it was -not you that sent me hither,
but God." Let us, then, in our separa-
tinn from our Northern brethren, ot in-
dulge hard thoughts of them, nor speak
hurshly of, or o, them, UHowever wrong
they mav have acted in the present mat-

init. He has done it * to preserye life."
Let us, then, my brethren, yield to the will
of God in this-dispensation, paiuful as it
is, and seek the especinl guidance of bis
word and spirit, that we may be preserved
from indiseretion, and the influence of an
angry revengeful spirit.  Ler us remember
that-* the wrath of man worketh not the
righteousness of God."

In view of a rnew organization for he-
nevolenl objects for the Dewvomiuvatiorn in
the Sountheru and South western portions
of the Uunited Siates. 1 invite your atten-
tion to the consideration of two plans.—
The one is, that, which has heen adopted
for years past. viz: Separate and inde
pendent hodies for the prosecution of ench
object. Your familiarity with this plan,
renders any remark upon it unnecessary.
The other propuses one Couvention, em
bodying the whole Denomination together
with separate and distinet Boards, for
each ohject of benevolent enterprize, loca-
ted at different places, aud all amenable
1o the Convention. *

Judicious concentration is of the firsi
moment in all combinations ol meu for
importantenterprizes. The plan, just sug-
gested, proposes such combination,  In‘irs
suceessful operation, the whole Denomi-
nation will be united in one body for Jthe
purpose of well-doing. with perlect liberty
secured to each contribulor of specifying
the object, or objects, to wiich his amount
shall be npplied, as he may please, whilsi
he or his Delegnte may share in the delib-
erations and control of all the ohjects. pro-
moted by the Convention. The Minutes
of the Convention will contain, not ouly a
statament of its own doings, bul also a
statement of the doings of each Board.—
Such o document would comprize a body
of valuable informnation, and form a val-
ume ol respectable size, worthy of being
bound and carefully preserved. Such a
volume might be sold at a small advanes
upon the cost, and thus contribute 1o the
funds of the body, whilst it diffused
nbroad interesting intelligence of all the
Missionary and other beaevoleut eflorig of
the wirole Denominativn.  Thatmy views
may be beter understood. 1| have pre
pared the draught of a Constitstion, in
which the plan is more mioutely delivea-
ted, and which I shall now read.

CONSTITUTION.

Ant. 1 This Body shall be styled, the Con-
vention of the Baptist Deaomination in the
Southern and South Western portions of the
United States of America, for Missionary and
other benevolent object.

2, “This Conventon shall be crmposed of
Delegates from Mission Societies, State Con-
ventione, Associations, Churches, Religions Bo-
dies and [ndividuals, that shall each pny, for
entrance into the membership of the Conven-
tion, the suwn of dollars, and thereafier
annually the like sum of dollars. But
no member of the Convention shull be entitled
to more votes than one. The Convention
shall hold its meetiusu triennially, but extra
meelings may be ralled by the President, with
the apprabation of either of the Boarda of Man-
azers, A majority of the nutending delegntes
shall form a quorum for the transaction of bu- |
siness,

3. The officers of this Convention shall be
n President, Vice President, and Secretaries,
who shall be elected at each triennial meeting,
and hold their offices until a new election.

4 The Couvention shall elect, at each  ri-
cunial meeting, as many Boards of Managers, |
as, in its jndgment, will be necessnry, for car- |
rying out the benevolent ohjects, it may deter-

other members, of whow, including
one or more of the officers, shull form a quo-
‘run for the transnction of business.” To cach
Bourd shnll be committed, during the recess of :
the Convention, the entire wanagement of all |
the affuirs relating to the object, with whase
interests it shell be charged ; ull which manuga- |
wment- shall be in strict accordance with the
constitutional provisions adopted by the Coo-
\-'gnlinlg. and _auch utber inatroctions, as may be
giveu (rom time to time.. Each Bosrd shall
huve pawer 0 make such compensation to ils
Secretaries, and Treasuer, as it may think right;
fill the vaeancies vecurring in its own body ,
appointits owu bye-laws; havean anuual meet-
Gug at any place it may appoint{and other
meelings ‘at such times and places asit may
think best; keep a record of s proceedings,
und present a report of them to the Convention
at ench triennial meeting. : ;
_ 5. The Trenaurer of each Board shall faith-
fully account for all moneys received by him;
keep a regular eutry of all- receipts and dis:
bursementy, and make report ‘of them t ‘the
Cuonvention, when ever it shall be in session,
and to his Board as often as required. ~ He shall
also, on eutering upon the duties of his office,
ive competent security to the President of his
oard, for all the stock and funds, comnmitted
to his care. His books shall be open, a* all
tines, to the inspection of any member of tie
Convention and of his Board. No moneys
shall be paid out of any of the treasuries of'the
Boards, but by an order [rom that Board, from
whose treasury the- money is to be drawn, which
order shall be signed by its presiding officer.

6. The Correspodding Secretaries of the
several Boards, shall-mamtain interconrse by
letter, with such individuals or public bodies,
as the interests of their respective bodies may
require. Copiesof all ench communjcations,
with their answers, il any, shall be kept by
them on file.

7. The Recording Secretaries of the several
Boards shall keep a laiv record of their pro
ceedings, and of such other documepts, as may
be committed to them for the purpose. ;

8. Allthe Officers, Buards, Missionariesand
Agents appointed by the Convention, or by any
of its Boards; shall be members of some regu-
lar Church, in univn with the Churches comn-
posing this Convention. A

~Missionaries uppointed by any of the
‘Boards of this Convention, must, previous to
theirappointment, farnish evidence of genuine
piety, fervent zeal in their Master’s cause, and
talents, which fit them for the service, lor which
they offer themselves. v

10- The Bodiesand Individuals, composing
this Convention, shall have the right té speeify
the object, or objects, to which their coulri!.n*
tions shall be applied. Bar where no such
specification i+ made, the Convention will inake
the appropriation at its own discretion.

11.  Any alterations, which experience shall
dictate, may be made iu these Articles, by a
vote of two thirds of the members preseat at
uny triennial meeting of the Convention,

In this plan, provision is made for an.
indefinite number of Boards, according to
the number of the objects adopied by the
Conveution. Fach Board will be iude-
pendent of the others, and will receive the
coutributions made for thar objeet, with
the management of whose inleresis ii
shall be charged. An act of inenrpora
tion fur cach Board, in the state of its lo-
cation, will give legal security to the funds
coutributed:  All these Boards will repon
at each triannunl meeling of the Conven
tion, and they will, éach. receive the iu
siructions of that Bady.

The character and the number of the
ohjeets tobe adopied will necessarily come
up’ for consideration. Disquietude has
avisen only in 1wo of our general bodies,
the Foreign and the Home Mission. For
the promation of these two oljects provi
sion must be forthwith made, aud in the
location of Boards for carrying out these
obyjects; respect must be had to the facili-
ties in men and sitwanons, which different
points may present. The coast of the
Atlaniic invites our atlention for the For-
eign Mission Board, as allording facilities
for intercourse with distant regions,  And
on that const Charlesion perhaps presents
the most favorable spot for its location,—
For the Home Mission Board, the West
presents sirong claims o our regards.—
We have a fine body of men io the Valley
of the Mississippi, who have come up
nobly in the cause of Theological Edueca
tion aod of Indian Reform. 1o this las
department of benevolent effort, an Asso
vintion is in successliul operation, the seat
of whose Board is at Louisville, Kentucky.
I submit to this Body the propriety of an
attempt to identify the Howe Mission and
Indiau Assoeciation deparuneunts, that one
Board may transect the business of hoth.
Should the plan of vne Counvention, and
separate Boards obiain, our brethren of the
Indian Association may consent so to unite
in the Convention, as o sustain the rela-
tion of the Home Mission Board tw 1hat
body, and extend their active operations
aver a larger sphere, the Indian territory
forming a legitimate and important part
of that sphere. The Board of these ex-
cellent brethren would then accomplish
what without such arrangement it would
require 1wo 10 peform. In the contem-
plation of such an arrangemen, I regard,
as a providential ordering, the appoint-
ment of the semi-annual meeting of the
ludian Association at Forsyth in Goorgia,
at the time, when theGeorgia Baptist Con-
vention will assemble there.  This meet-
ing will commence in(wo weeks, and will
be atiended by the Georgia Delegation 1o

ithe brethren of thai Conveution will be at
Forsgih, so that a favorable opportunity
will be presented ut aw early period for
consultation with the Indian Assvciation.
The Commiuee, which may be appoinjed
to eonduct that consultation, and make
definitive arrangements with the Indian
Association, may be empowered, in the
event of a [ailure, 1o request and author-
ize the Bourd of the ludian Association to
conduct the business of the llome Mission
Department, until the next meetiug of the
Convention.

1 may be prudent to stop in our incipi-
ent movement with provision for the pro-
mation of thesa twoobjects. for the follow-
ing reasons. 1. No disquietude has arisen
in the Bible, and Publication and Sunday
School - Societies, and as the more direct

Home Mission departments. have no place
in the other two. there may nat, a1 leasl,

{ for some time to come, be any dissatisfac-

tion in them. S
2. The fixtures for the Bible and Publi-

already in operation, so that our contribu-
tions for the advancement of their respec.

with thern, can-be rendered immediately
available.

mine to promote; all which Boards shall con-
tinue in office, unti! a new clection. Each
Board shall consist of a Presideat; Vice Presi-

3. The peculiar circumstances, under

which the Bible Society arose, give it

| erations.

ihe Convention in Avgusia, and many of’|

causes ol disquietude in 1he. Foreign and |

cation and Suoday School Societies are :

tive objocts, by, eontinuing our counexiot

deitt, Secretarics, I'rensuer, Auditor and —— [ inay remain iu itupon equitable priveiples.

1 perceive in suuie tommunications
from Urethren, whose opiuions are entitled

| o much respect, that the subjeet of a'The-

ological Institution of high ordet should -

engage the deliberations of the Conven-
tion to be held in. Augusta, With due
deference 1o these brethren, l_"i‘l.lbmit-tn'lﬁa'\
Convention the inexpediency of taking up-
this subject at this early-stage of our op-=
Several of the States, that will
be embraced in ihe Southern and South-

barked in-the Theological enterprisze, and
they find pressing ueed of ali their means

signs, as lo endow their respective institu-
tious with permanenily available funds,
we may, theo, with-more propriety, enter
upon the cousideration of a central Insti-
tution of higher order, *~ 7~

The proper line of conduet, (hich the

sionary Convention of the Baptist Denom-

and South West, embraced in the: new
tiom. JEETS e

Shall they retain their.membership i
that body, and go up by delegation-10'its’
Sitting in Cincinhati in 1847, or shall they
not. If they, do, in what magver shall
their delegates bo instructed to act 7. T'hese
Bre questions of imporiance, 33

The error, into which the
has fal'en, dues not dissolve our connexion
with the Convention. We.are still. mam-
bers of that body, and have no dissafis-
faction with its constitution or proceedings: .

the conduct of 1he Acting Board, without
going up at its next meetiag in 1847, and.

ment ? _
approve or disapprove of the decision of
the Acting Board, will have no influence,
1 suppose, upon our determination- ‘to

whole state of the case, will render a sep-
aration «of the body necessary in any
event. But itiis highly iinportant 10 us,
as, Christians, that the. part we bear in
the separation- should be borue on.scrip-
wral principles, and in scriptural courtesy.

Besides, there are -imporiant maiters 1o
be adjusted iu the sepavation.: The divi-
sion of thie. Migsion stations must be pro--
vided lor, os some of.these siations may

uuder Southern patrapage. 1t weuld be
proper to have them consulted in 1he mat-
ter. Some adjustment. thew, wnust be
made in reference 10 this poiut..

1f I bave beeu righly informed by'the
Treasurer of the Aciing Board,-there is a
permanent fund io his hands, the avails of
which go 10 the support of the: Seereta-
ries of the Board, of which more; than
85000 were given by our beloved Mercer.
Sonte arrangement uf this fund should be,
made in the separation. Sy

It is also to be remembered, that the
Acting Buard has employed Missivuaries
and incurred other expenses in conducting
the Missiouary concern. And this, has

we hear dur part in meeiing these expen--
ses until wu give notice of withdrawing
[rom the membership of the Convention.
But forced, as we are, to leave that body,
the obligmion 10 do this ceases. Hence
the imporiance of our appearing by Dele-
sation in the oext meeting of the Conven-
tion, to have these matters amicably aud
fuirly adjusted. 2 = asis

Will it not Le proper then, that the
Members of the General Missionary Con-
vention in the South and South.West es-
pecially the State Conventiunsshou!d send
up their annual conuibutious as heretofure,
at least so much of them, as will retain
their membership, and nght 1o delegation,
and seud up their delegates 1o the next
"Cor.vention, that all atters may bo ad-
justed, and that the separation may be
couducted in a christian t2mper and spirit ?
Some of these cunstituent mmembers have
already sant np 1o the treasury of the
Board, a sullicient amount 1o securd-their
right 1o represenation: and all, I presume,
have seut a portion of the amount neces-
sary, so'that by all in the course of two
years, the sums necessary may he forward-
ed, whilst yel they make their contribu-
tions to the new organizittion.

‘To this order of thiugs it may be ob-
jected, that, tnose, who enter into the new
organization, will, ipso ficto, have forfeit-
ed their seats in the General Convention.
‘To this it is replied, that the ounly qualifi-
cation for membership in ibe . General
Convention is, the paymeunt of the required
sum.

ren, @ildresed you atsome length,on the
sudjects,which legitimately fall within your
province to deliberate and to decide upon.
The imporiance of the cauge of your as-
sembling wiil form my excuse fordetaining
vou so long'in my vpening communication.
You have seeu. that I regara a separation

our general Missionary ' efforts, as neces-
sorily demanded of us. 1 mean: not, how-
ever, in what I have said, to-dictate to
you ; for F-assure you, that il you can de-

of our tights and privileges, the separation
aud cordially concur, in it-  Youwill now.

sions, as may seem- best 1o you. Ot you
may be pleased to proceed to the appoint-
ment of Delegates to the Convention to
be held in Auvgusia, and leave them 10,
their own diseretion in adopting such-mea-
“sures, as they may judge best, alter mutoal.
counsel with the members of-that hody-
May the God of wisdom and grace’preside
in vour tounsels and direct you aright. -
® WILLIAM 3: JOHNSON;
President of the Convention.
May 3rd, 18435. " v

The Weather since our Tast- issue, has
heen extremely warm. night and day, apd
although we have
drop of rain-hg3 reached - this' region.-
'Within fivé ersix miles of the Savannah
river, ‘upon the Georgia side, we:nnder-

stand thore Was a fine rain ' during Sunddy
“night lust. -~ The pladiers complain-bitter:
Iy oithe prospents of their crops, but:siill
-appearsaii-fied that perhaps, “its'all for

strong claims, to our support, whilst we  their good."— Haminrg Republicdng
. . - &

for sustaining their effuris. ‘When ‘they -
shall have so far accomplished their de- |

Acting’Board

prefer to work under Northern, and come

from our Northern brethren, in"some of:

vise a plan, by which, in the maintenance -
can be prevented, I shall heartily rejoice, .

enter into business, , and form sach deci--

Western organizaiion, have already em- .

constituent members  of. the- general Mis-m
ination in the United Staies, in the Sonth ~

arganizalion, nay-now receive our atten- .
S ST M _

Wiltit be courtenus, then, in usto dissolve -
our conneXion with that boly, hecause’of -

assignicg the cause of such’ withdrawn- -
Whether the Convention shall

withdraw. . Expediency, in view of ihe .

hecu done by the order.of the Couyention, -
Jugtice, ten would'seem 1o require, that~'

Hence members: of all our other -
General Institutions, are Members also, of
the G. M. Cowventions. 1'have thus, breth--

had prospecis;‘'not” one .




