yevenue which it Is propoced to ubstract, at |
the ipstant whea the Federal Troasu- |
vy issaid lorequire 10 be replenished, it
would eeem like wantonly seskiug a pre- ]
text lo increase taxation.” Bur cousidered
in aiby point of view, it can be regirded
in no other light than that of adisiribation |
-of the public revenve. In one year, du-
wing a previcus adminisirarion, the pro-
coedsof the sales of public Inads, produced
@ revenue of upward of tweaty millions—
& mazimum to which, in more prosperous
times, it would possibly again attain. Tty
gverage may even bow be estimated at
Gve millions. which; if anspally witkdrawa
from the Treasury.leaves that deficiency
atlenst tode m;;g\! by increased duties
00 im| bat the government can
ezarcise the power of tazation 1o raise
yewenne for distribution, is a principle 1
presume, which this Stateis oot prepared
to admit. Under the operation of the va-
yious presmption laws, and the frequent re-
‘dpetions ia the price of public lands, those

. very.States which were the largest con-

gributors to the *Public Domain"" or whose
“sblocd and treasure” were most lavishly
.expended to acquire it, bave at the same
time been subjected to the greatest sacrifi-
ces, in the emigration of their citizeus, and
in the diminished value of their produets,
reduced by an unequal competition with
the more abundant and teemsng resources
of those new and fertile regions. which
their enterprise and industry have becn
seduced and abstracted to cultivate, to the
waste and abandenment of their own, It
was enough to have borne all this with pa-
{riotic devution to the ioterests of oar com

snon country; but when it is proposed 1o
-divert that domain fiom the sacred purpo-
ges for which it was ceded, to afford a pre

text for additinnal burdens and taxation on
-one class of industry, 1o give protection and
bounty to another, it assumes n character
of the highest injusiice, as weii 8s the mosi
palpable infraction of constitutivnal priuci-
ples.

Bui the most dangerous, as well a3 the
most humiliating effect of this measuore, is
the condition of dependency, io which i
seduces the Siates, upen the houmy and
bepefuctivn of the govermment—existing
as they would, inthe relation of subsidiu
cies upon the profits of their own estate—
receiving its charity, doled out from their
awn wealth, and subdued 10 3 state of
homage, servility, and compliavce, by
bribey, stolen and lavished from their own
Treasury. lsitnot tobe regaded sy the
first step 1o the assumption of State debts
—designed to consuminate a cousolidation
of interests, obliterating all (istinctious of
savercignly, or pride of independence, and
tending to concentrate Empire and Do
niinion over the rights of the States, and
the liberties of the people?

I trust. however, that the spirit of re-
furin, w hich has been so powerfully evoked
hy theerrors of the late session of Congress,
and so decidedly mavifested in the reulbis
of the late populer elections throughout the
Union, will prevent the spoils and plunder
«f 1his systewm, from ever scilivg the Trous-
ury, or contaminating the coffers of a sin-
gle State in the Union. Let vs pause. af
feast for a moment, in the hope, that the
earrect principles and high motives of wn
unbought, unterrified, and. incorruptible
Democracy, are operating their sure: and
salutary influences on the couusels and
meagnroe of Government.- - -

Among other Resolutions; which; as the
ofi~ial commuhication of @ sister- State, it
is my duty ta submit. to a co-ordinale
branch of the government of this, is.one.pro-

ing 1o alter 1he” Coustitutiva, to_ fHT

the ehgibil‘i)? of the Federal Executive to
one term of office, The experience ol
this State furnishes vo reasons for such av
innovation upon the loog established usage
au! principles of the goveroment. lecan-
nut conceive that it can be productive ol
any other effcers thanto increase the vsu-
slly over-wrought excitementof the Presi
Jeatial cauvass—to reader ils recurrener
more [requent—to disconneet the relatons
of sympathy between the Exccutive and
his constiluenta—io divest him of the mus
powerful motives to regard the will, or to
merit the approbation of the people—and 10
make him the instrument of a party, tu
miuister W its pur , and 10 pander 1o ns
lust of dominativn.

1o oll the history of our government, the
infucoce ofthe Exccutive power, to modi-
fy its sct:on on the rescrved rights of the
Jtalu. has been of a couservative, rath..
than of an apgressive character. Bore
thao twice has it beea interposed 10 rescue
the people from the domination and abu-
ses of & National Bank. [t was in de-
fence of our righ's nud our in-t.rutions,
that the determinanen of a late Exccuuve
to refuse bis constitutional sanction to the
abolition of slavery in auny of iis forms, war
s0 learleasly avowed; and this State, [ pre-
sume, can have no interest or motive 1v
rewove the few salutary checks and em-
barrassments to the so often uaju-t and in-
eonsiderable legistation of a majority in
Congress, as 10 induce it to war against
the dignity and prerozatives of a cepart-
ment, the wenkest and most copservutive,
perhapsin the government.

1 alko submit for the serious cousidern-
tion of the Legislature, a copy ol the cowmn-
munieation of the Legislature, a copy ol
the commuuication ol the Goveruor ot Vir-
ginia, ou the proceedingsof the General
Assembly of that State, on the subject of
her late conroversy with New York; and
Repor's and Resolutions from the State of
Alabama, responding to the views and
declarations so sulemnly apowunced by
this State, on questiens deeply 1nvolving
the right of property, and the sceurity ol
the domestic institutions of the South.—
Bound by every eonsideration of duty, of
interest, of honor, aud of equity, to repel
so flagrant a disregard of the rightsof a sis-
ter Siate, weshould always Le ready and
prompt 1o redeem the pledge ofvur alliaoce
to a cause with which our interests ure so
intimntely identiied. Relations of amiry
eaupol be preserved evern between separate
nations, in which the rights of projierty are
ot reganded us they exist, uuder the re-

tive laws of each; much can sov-

. ereign Siates be permanently allied in a

boad of Union, under the samne laws, gov-
eroment. sud constilution, where fugitves
from 1he justice, plunderers of the proper-
ty, and violators of the luws, of ooe, fiud
refege and impunity upder.the sanetion of
the constituted anthéritiesofl the other.——
No wrong is more reaiily resented by na-
ticas—no injustice can more deeply .stain
{do faith, ormore osseatielly impair the

fiendlyand fotimate, relations of confede- |
rated States. It would be a reproach to
the charaeter of our institutions, 1f cluma I
which are recoguized and reciprocated by
the comity 2nd justice of all civilized na-
tions, shenld be scornfully refused and con-
toemued by States federated under the same

of the ronstitution which require one State

justiee of auother, are to be disregarded.—
our institutions assailed,—the plunderers
of oue property encouraged and protected,
—then musl we regard the perpetrator of
these aggressions, “uo matler by whom
commitied,” as a foe to our rights, and ao
enemy 10 our peace. Whrether the wrong
in this case bas been done to Virgmia or
Sonth Carolian, the principle iv the same,
the interest involved common to both, aud
the respaasitility of protecting them should
equally devolve on every Stale o the
Unies. i which justice exerciscs domin-
jon, orsimilar institutions exist. Persist-
ing in such a cours: of unprovoked hostil-
ity 10 the interests and institutioas of the
South, New York can only be regarded in
the light of any nther apgressing pewer—
in peace friends, but enemies i war. The
aduption, in all such instances, of a similar
course of vigilavce tothat which the State
of Virginia has instituted, would perbaps
bea wise and neceysary precaution, to
prevent the recurrence of similar aggres-
sions upon the property and rights of vur
own citizens aud institutivns.  Weouglt,
upou every principle of equity and_of io-
terest, lu make common cause l‘?llh any
Srate whose rights and iustiutious are
thus wantonly vivlated and assailed.
The position which itmay become this
Stute te assume, on any of the linpurtaut
questions preseuted, would seem to suglest
the imponance and necessity of cultivating
and improving her mesus of safery and de-
fence. {1t would be a mere mockery to
vaunt of rights, fiberty. or sovereiguty,
without the spirit, ability, or resvurces
defend them. It woald be hetter ar vnce
10 endure threaieaed or impeoding ills, uu-
aggravated by opposition, than by uamenn-
ing denunciations, and impelent exhbibi-
tiens of resistance, to provoke and increase
their bittorness.  Prohibited, both by- the
character of our institutions, aud the re-
strictions of the constitutivn, from resorting
to any other meansof cultivaliug our mili-
tia, it should he cherished 1o tha highest
state of pesfection, and with a pride and
assiduity 1o make it the mesl efliciont, as
itis theanly meanaofl defending the rights.
the honor, and sovereiguty of the State.
The improvament in which it so rapidly
progressed, uoder the iofluence of the
lute Brigade Eucampments, offers the
highest encouragementsto the co itinuance
of your patronage, as well as the bappiest
Wlastration of the beaefeial effects ol the
mode in which it has hitherto been confer-
red  Assembled in these Normal Schouts
ol drill and tuition, where a_pairivlic emu-
Intion was excited—where kuowledge wus
imparted and received, uuder theeriticism
of the wost improved and sccomplshed of-
ficers—where such favoruble oppurtunities
were affonded for discriminating the quali-
ficatiens, both af the soldicr and the citizen
—and where that martial pride and feeling
wasacquired, which is the best, perhaps
thie oaly foundation of an elevat=d patriot-
ism, combining s0 many motives, stimu,
lants advaniages and incenlives—it is not
surprising that from its results | should be:
eonbled t give you the gratifying assurauce
1hut our militia now comprises ia its organ-
ization, a class of officers whose knowledge
aud accomplishments would do credit o
any age, or service, Or couutry. With such
inducements before us. it is deeply o be
regretted, that An elpefiumytproducluenl
40 many suvantages and improvements,
without any detracting conserjuruces what
ever, should bave been prematurely abau-
doned. :
Already arethe effects of that abandon-
ment visthla, in the waning enthusiasm of
the service, and the resignatiou ol some v
aur ablest officers, from a conscientious re-
gret and despondeucy, lor the luture use-
fuluness and cficiency of their exertions.—
Such indications as these should be regar-
ded ge » solemin invocation to restore &
system from which the Suae has derived
such important bewefite.  Coufined per
haps s those encampments should be, o
commi-sivned otficers, 1t s not v be pre-
suined that nuy otficer would be so inseu-
sible w the honorable pride of his vocition.
or to the confidenee which ih.: Siate *re-
po~es i his couraze and fidehty," as to
regret the privatious and inconvenienees of
five days camp service, to learu the art ol
aefending his conntry and its institutions.
With some fslight sud salutary  modifica-
tiuns of the law by which they were regu-
Fated, it is confidently hoped ittt they may
bhe mude the schools of correct morals, as
weil an of pairiotism and wilitary discip-
line. With the alteration or addition ol
such provisious as may prumote this desi-
rable ubject, the bill under the censidera-
tion of the Legisloture. at the lust seasion,
1n December, and revised by the Adjutam
General, with the aceompanyiug r-.]:or!.
is respectlully referred to your considera-
Ton.
Amid ali 1he porteots of the time—the
peril thut every where surrounds our do-
mestic insttutions—the emergency that
may call upon v4 10 vindicate our rights
aad principles—I cavuot but again ond
most seriously invoke your attention, to
thet organization of onr military resources
and defences. without adue regurd 10 which
no Siate action can be efficient, and the
assertion of sovereignty itself be buta bye
word and a reproach, without diguity, and
without effect.

The eoutingeney of a National War,
(remote aud distant as [ trust it siill 1s,)
caunat be overlovked, among the numer-
ous other inducements to improve our nijli-
lary resources. ‘The most exposed, -per
hap., as we are, to its ravages, from th=
neglected conditicn of our coast—the great-
est sufferery, from the burdens which i
expenses are destined to impose—no mai-
ter how proveked or originating, whether
by the ambition of one power, or the offi-
ious border agaressions of the other,—there
cun be ! am sure, no selfish or ignoble con-
siderations, that wuuld ever restrain the
most generous contributions upon the part
of this Siate, of treasure ar of arms, to
save the oational honor from 1araish or
disgrace.
an Actof the Leghlgmm in De-
cember last, the duty was devoived on this

department, of proposing for the accep-

‘lers, witn a view (b preventthe fiture sus-

laws and constitution. If the oblgutins

to deliver,on demaund, fugitives from the
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tanee of the several Banking Temitutions
of1hip State, an Act to smend their- Char-

pension of specio payments. The Bank
of the State. the South VWestern Rail- Road
Bank, the Uniun Bank, snd the Planiers'
nnd Mechanics’ Bank, with a eemmenda-
ble desire to couform 10 the wishes and
objecte of the State, have, in good faith,

and sincerity, accepled its provisions.

Ia executing the insiructions ofthe Leg-
islatare, in that spirit of mildness and for-
bearanee in which [ am sure they were
conceived. | deemed it proper to overlook
the delay of a few weeks, afierthe precise
period fixed by law, for the accepiance of
the two latter institutionss apprised as 1
wns, that it had arisen from uuavoidable
circumstances, and not from a wilful neg-
lectorrefusal to comply with the requisi-
tions of the law. .

Itis due 10 the ‘high character which
these institutions have hithertn sustained,
und | am sure reflects no injustice upon
the motives of the Lepislature, to state,
that the object of this enacimeng was to
prevent anticipated evils, rathep than 10
punish past or existing abuses. The Fed-
eral Government haviog, in 1he exercise
of a wise end sound policy, abandoned
that contro! over the curreticy which it had
hitherto usurped. the necessity of a stricter
supervision over the monelary affuirs of
this State, had hecome more abligatory
upon those, to whom the people have en-
trusied the power of regulating them.

In such a state of things, it could not be
decmed #n unnecessary or officious act of
caution, npon the part of this Siate, ilshe
resorted to all the ordinary and legitimate
means of reuderi-g her own currency.
sound, safe, adequate, and stable. The
exercise of these means she has hitherto
delegated, ina great (and perhaps an im
Eruduul} extent, 1o ber Bauking institutions.

y the extraordinary privileges and immu-
uities with which she has endowed them.
i€ the trust has heretofore been faithfully
aud ably execuied, the merit is to be ascri-
bed to the virtue and fdeliry of the agents,
rather thanto the want of any power or
opportunity, to abuse it ; or to any provi-
~iony in the laws, to restrain or punish it.—
Uuder these circumstances, this State was
perhaps necessacily forced to entertained
ihe question, whether she had drresocably
parted with all power toregulate ber owu
currency, ordelegated that power, with
oul reverse, restraint, conirol, or supervi
sion, on her part, fur the terin of for
which she has chartered her momed insii-
tutious. Ifin fact there does ogist - this
imperium in tmperio, for the exercise of so
important a power, the people ofthis State
might well ask, upun what eonatitetinnal
principle a suvereign right, which ean only
be cxercised legutimalely Ly iheir owu
Governmeut, has been delegated 10 agents,
politically irresponsible to themn. o such
an issue, it is not a very remote or fanciful
anticipation, that il so important a rizht
were indeed improvidemly lost it law, it
would but 100 probably, in the absence of
any other resort be reclaimed by revolution.

I'he wisdom and propriety of retaining

the Bar, as assistant counsel, to co-operate
with the Attorney General, aud Solicitors.
I regarded it ac the more necessary to do
s0, as the seasen of the year a1 which the
Court was held in Charleston, as well as
the demands of their respective Circuits,
would necessarilv deprive the State of
the ahle service of some, if not of all, of the
Solicitors. [ had no authority to command
their presence and services in Charleston ;
aud under such circumsiances of inconve-
aience, a8 those under which they woulil
have been rendered, I eould not presume
officially to _rrquest them, The arduous
Jduties which would therelore have devoly-
ed upon the Atwrney General, could not
have been performed, even by his indefa-
tigable zeal and industry, but at the ex-
pense of =very otherduty and engagement.
And although having every confidence in
the talents and attainments which have so
deservedly placed him at the head of his
profession, yet the grave responsibility of
advocating the mterests of the people, and
the dignity of the State, on a question of
such vital importance, | regarded as too
serious, (and it was even deemed go by his
modest seuse of his own merit,) 10 be de-
volved on the ubilities of a single ndvocate.

From the manner aud ability with which
their duty has been performed, { have de-
rived the greatest satslaciion ; and the peo-
ple and the State I trust, lasting and es-
sentinl beoefit, from the arduous and able
efforts with which their rights and inter
ests have been vindicated, aud discussed.

In eonnection with these remarks, rela-
tive to the controversy into which this
State has been so unfortunately drawn, by

he recusuncy of some of her [vhmkinp; in-
stitution, it may not be improper for you
w direct your views o the consideration of
some permanent and prospective mode, of
reguloting our currency. | assume, of
course, that this Siate can never aciuiser
in the existence of a Natiopal Corporation
ar admit the vecessity of subjecting its mo

netary affairs to the arbitrary and exciusive
cuntrol of such aninstiturion.

Much of the pres-u-e and difficulty un-
der which our community has {abored, has
atisen from the constraint impo-ed upon
the operations of our Banking institutions.
by the dissentions, necessarily incident 10
auinequnlity of Banking Capital.  There.
is probably oo fact iu the economy of
Bauking operations more incontrovertible.
than that the business of a moderate capitel,
under ordinary circumstances, is usuall
productive of the highest rules of profits.
And if. in our experience. their exists any
exception to this rule, in favor vl the larg-
er Baoking iustitutions. it is because the
late policy of the Stare, in creating so vast
a disproportion of capital as now exists,
has substituted the dominivn of the few,
for the hounrable competition of all, and
thereby produced strife and discord, where
unothing but a genernus emulation of profit
and usefulness, shold prevail.

The greatest pr fi-s of the Banking sys-
tem are presumed to be derived from its
operations io exchanges. In proportion 10
the exorbitancy of the rates produred by
the deraugemont of the curreacy, and the
ressure and difficulty of the times: and

some checks and guards, sumilac o the
,which have been proposed, upon the
iraordinary privileges with. ? ich
State has endowed her charteredsf
‘tions, is | presume’ universa :
in reference 1o those he
tered.  huwill reags
ievery reflecting
jegisiation in (gt re
uone of the existing evils,
The Bnuking Capital
more than equal l0its exigen:
quirements, aud the mostofl  thosd
rations in which it has been vest

&, have
many yearsto complete the term for which
they were chartered.  Such a discrimina
tim with regand to future and existing in-
stitutiors. would therefore be as fnefficient
as it would be invidious.

I(1 bave a just and proper coneeption
«f 1the objects of the proposed amendment,
i was with these views and conceptions,
that the State though! proper to require
these salutary concessions from  ber char-
tered institutions, 1o her suvercizn authority
aud supervision.  Deriving extraordina
privileges and immunities from herliherali-
1y, she Las pre-eminent and irresisiible
claims upou their confidence and gratitude,
T'rusted for a long course of years, vith
the exercise of rights and powers and fran
chises sovereign in their nature. und which
ean appertain o none of her citizens indi-
vidually, she may well urge a moral, as
well ae politieal right, 10 be trusted iu 10rn,
with # diseretion, whichshe cannot exer-
cise for her oirn wterest without promo.
ting theirs. ‘That she has generously sus-
tained them in all past misforiunes and
difficulties, is the highert evidence of her
future kindness amd likerality ; and should
hie the last pretextinvoked, to sustain eith-
cr present or [uture arts of contumacy.—
And whilethe interests of her citizens are
so intimately connected with their stability
and success, the restraining influence of n
Just aud enlightened popular foeling, will
be ever ruml}' L (1] iu'lerlm'lc. 1 prevent the
capricivus exercise of legislntive anthority.
T'o the high considerntions, may per-
haps be ndded another, of uot less gracticul
importance: thot the salutary influence of
State authority would perhaps greatly
conduce, in tmes of extraordinary ealomi-
ty. lo preventthuse coniroversies and dis-
sensions between the Banks themselves,
which wereso unhappily exemplified in
the history of same of our own institutions,
during the disastrons evenis of the late sus-
pension. ‘That it has already exercised a
salutary and judicious influence, may be
inferred from the fact, that under the ope-
ration ofits provisions, the Banks of this
State alone, of all the institutions South of
the Potomac, havein gond faith and reali-
ly met engagements or demands for specie.
without pretext or evasion.

Whatever may have been the motives
or necessity which indueed 1o 1the enaci-
ment of this statute, the rejection of its
provisions, by sowe of these insiitutions,
has made it a question of the gravest im-
port. from the discussion and decision of
which. this State cannot, without a sacri-
fice of her dignitv and self-respect, shrink,
or recede. I this aspect of the question,
I felt constrained,by every sanse of duty,as
well as of allegiance, 10 execreise all the
authority with which I wasentrusted hy the
Legislatare or the Constitution, 1o on{:rm
the objects of the law through the judicial
tribunals of the State.  With this view. |
deemed it proper to engage the services of

poa.iho ox- |

in proportion to the advautages of the cap-
ital hy which an iusiitution may n0nopo-
Bag branch of business, so m. _ its in-
% and tendencies be directed to pro-
, and even to jucrease: that state of
er, from which it acquires ifs gre.
[t canpop thercfore be a wise

o] poliey which supplies Lo private corpora-

tions, in excessive capital, the power, mo-
tives, and inducements to profit by the om-
barrassments, or to extort from the nees-
sities and inconveniences, of the people.

1 do nut mean by these general pmposi-
tinns, to imply a ceasure on the conduet.
or illustrate the abuses of any one of our
own iostitutions. The example of one of
them. ot le.ast, during the late suspension,
<o far from manifesting such a policy, can-
not be too highly commended for ns for-
bearance iu the use of its advantages as
well as its wisdom amd firmuess, in main-
taining the faith and eredit of 1he South.
Still, an undue and dangerous power over
our eurreney, is necessarily incident 10 the
position of financial autocracy which it oc-
cupies. And if that power has not been
tyrannically or corruptly vsed to its injury,
or the detriment of the public, it has been
wwing solely to the disereet forbearnnce of
those who wielded i1, and not 10 any safo-
zuards provided by the laws 1o restrain it

A reduction of the capitals of the several
vanking iastitutions of this Swe, (were
their charters 1o be renewed,) 1o some
common and moderate standard, less than
that of our State institution, would proba-
bly prevent the recurrence of future evils
ansing from this cause.  But in the mean
time, 1o strengthen the influence of our
State Bank, either by an increase of capi-
tal or of immunities, is perhaps a present.
the most efficacinus, and the oul_y means,

ol eorrecting existing ills, which legislative |

action cannot othierwise reach, without vio-
lating the charters which sanction them.
Whether this State shonld paricipate in
banking operations at all, caunot now be
regarded as an open or a practical ques-
tiou. But whether she should not use her
institution, in the language of a distinguish-
ed statesman, o ** unbauk® the nbuses of
the xysiem, is a policy that deserves to be
well considered.  Such a position it is pre-
sumerd the Bank of this State would oceu-
py. with a most dignified, salutary and ju-
dicious effect.  Cerlain it is, in my estima-
tinn, that so long as the Staie engages and
eompetes in backing operations, her insti-
tution should at least exercise a controlling
influence on her monetary wllvirs; or else
present the sirange political anomaly of
the public Treasury, (with whichitis prac-
ticelly identitied.) aiid the people’s money,
subjected to the capricivus and selfish do-
mination of private curporations which,
however heneficiently exercised heretofore,
18 always liable to nbuse. That its pre-
sent resources are inadequate 1o this ohject,
is but ton apparent from the inconvenience
and restrictions, to which, in all times of
great pressure aud ditficulty, it has heen
subjected.

Wheiher it may not be expedient, in 1he
event of incrensing its capital, 10 associato
private interests, which may always exer-
cise a salutary vi:iluoce on its operations;
or, by mnrginﬁ. as their chartera expire,
the whole banking capital of the Siate in-
10 one system, proportivnately controlled
by the Stockholders aud Representatives
of the people, aro measures which | would
suggest as worthy of your consideration.

soveral of the most efficient gentlomen of

dified by the influence of a national Sub.
treasury system, it is believed would fur-
nish the best and suundest curreney in the
world.

The Reportofthe President of the Bauk, |
will apprize you of the profits which have
necrued from the transactions of this jnsti- |
tution for the past year; and for aieview |
of the circumstances and embarrassmenis
pervading the community vader which |
they have been realized, you necd not be |
referred 10 @ moniter more faithful than |
your owrn experience,  Satisfuctory as |
those profits are. considenng the character |
of the timea, they have been derived from |
accommadations as benificent 1 their ef-
fects, as they heve been salely and joli-!

adopted by the States, regulated and mo- l
i
1

institation itsell.  Without resurting to any

perty of the citizen, as patriotically to sub-
serve the interests of the State.

of the Stato, as you will find presented in
the Comptroller's Report, yeu will perceive
the expediency of exercising the same rigid
and judicious economy, in the dishurse-
ments of the reveuue, which has hitherto
prevented the necessily of iucreascd taxa-
tion.  Additional burdens upon the labor
and property of the peaple, should not be
imposed in tines of such embarrassment
and distress. except for ohjects of such pri-
mary necessity and imporiance, as ailiet
the peruanent weal and safety of the Stare,
or uuny of the grea: principles of constitu-
l."oxm_' liberty. Improved as owr resources
are, 1n cﬂ"l["ll'i.‘ooll T 'hf. :I“'ll‘('l 1!(!“{'""

Suar from having obiained a redundans and
wverflowing condition, It will be found |
trugt however, adequite to meet all such
I'R'l.'l‘.'n:al'_\r B!i,’:c“clt‘ﬂ, a8 canont he l'll.‘j;ll'l"'
ed withou! consequesces more ruinous, than
the most wasteful and wconsiderate exiea
vagance.

The condition of the public works and
improvements cifected at so much eost 10
the State—some ol w hich are still unfinish-
ed,others unprofitable.avd many falling in-
10 decay—will demand your atteution, eith-
er 10 abandon, repair, or otherwise dispose
of them. ‘The sale or lease of many of
them, under the supervision of commission-
ers appointed in the several commuaities
in which they are located, at a price nmt
less thau the value, (s estimated by the
Compiroller or Superintendent,) would
perhaps be one of the most efficacious nnd
satisfactory mades, of relicving the State
from farther embarrassment and expense.

The impracticable condition of the road
through Vance's Swamp, aod its great im-
poriance, as the ordinary, aud | believe the
oply cnaunel of istercourse with Charles
ton, to more than three districts in this
State, as well as a large portion of North
Carolina, makes it highlv desirable that
the liberal appropriations already made 1o
improve it, should not ha utterly losi, by
the ruinous und incomplete coudition n
which it now remains., More than twen
1y thousand dollars were expended by the
Srate, in constructing the original rond ;
from whichgit has derived neither benefir,
or improvement. Ten thousand dullars
was aflterwards received by a contractor.
for erecting the skeletoun of a Brifze which,
huving been rejected as perishable and dan-
gerous, was abaudoued snd removed. Ol
the last appropriation of twegty thousaud
dollars, to embank the swamp, the contrac-
tor has received the firstinstalment, and af
ter accomplishing a very considerable por-
tion of the work, at a ruinous expenso 10
i a1self, has Leen compelied 1o abaudon it,
from the exhaustion of Lis resources, the
mfluence of recurring freshets, and an ina
bility 10 completea contract so fur excew!
ing the estimated rost and labor.  ‘The ba
lance of the approprininn <ull remains |
the T'reasury : and if divericd from the ub
jeet first contemplated by the Legislature,
will lenve the State without a single cor-
responding benefit, to comprensate for all
the sacrifices of treasure, which have been
so ruinously sustaived, by beih State and
individuals.

No portion of the police or statistics of the
State, 15 presumed 1o require wore radical re-
form, than our syatem of Road working. Thiere
14 nu objert ll|llll’| which so much lahor and ex-
prnze is so unprofitably bestowed, or =0 une-

ually contributed, by the different classes ot
goctely.  Notwithstanding the annnal 1imnposi-
1liuu: upon the time, labor, and pur-es of oue
citizens, the condition of our roads s far (rom
| manmitesting acorrespending degree of improve-
ment. Nor i it Jess owions, that much the
greater portion of the burden whieh the present
| system devalves upon the peaple, is sustined.
D alinest l'.\l:l!lbi"l'l!'. by the agrieultzral inte rest
| The labor or profits of the capitalist, or of the
professions, (no matter how produciive or enor
mous, ) are pracsically exempt frons thiese asapee-
ments, which always recur, and whieh some-
tunes fall with inueh inconveaient foree. upon
the wterests of the Planter.  Nor are the objee-
tions ansing from principle, less cogent than
thase which are 2o amply thnsteated, by the ex.
| perience of it inefficiency and ineqnality. “T'he
| sovereign powerof taxing, evenwithina luited
| discretion, the property and labis of the people
as iunml.ml by the [l-mrll uf Clommissioners
| now established in the several districts of the
F State, ean vever be safely or wisely reposed in
any bodv of men, however virtuous or diservet,
tit elected by the people themselves and wholly
irresponsible o any of the penalties of the law,
or even 1o the consequences of impeachine 1,
for any of the ordinary abuses of tiwe trust The
powers entriusted to l]‘;e Boani of Cammission-
era, are not only of a ministerial, but, (o the ex-
tent to which they are vested ol a leislative
character; and if they have not been hitherto
I d. to the nppr ion of the fi:izl‘l', it ishe-
eanse the forbearance and justice of” the otficers,
have inposed more salutary restraints, than the
provisions of the law,
characier and extemt, were conferred on a ouli-

garded as deeply endungered or subverted

in numerous instinees, of the most despotically

U -I:! be ¢
practicabiility of devising any other. [ would re |
commerd that the appointment of the members
of the severnl boards, shoul! devolve upon the |
people. at the same tiwe, and under the same
resirictions, as appertain to the election of their |
pr : t t be inspired with a
:':.nl and energy for ueefulness, let it at least bo
tn end divested of its powerand tendency to |
evil. [ecann:t [trust too impressicely invito |

Ves.

Such a system of Goaoce, if uniformly

your attention to 3 subject of 50 much practicz!

ciously administered, for the benefit of the |

of the usurious expedients of the times, its | lete as it
resources have | believe becu ns faithfully | perbaps be eoumcerated somse of the le.
and humanely directed to protect the pro- | +f forgery, the punishment of which, as 3 cani.

| tal otieuce, lias gradually been ameliorated, even
| by tise policy of those nations, from whose com-

From the aspect of the financial affnirs | [Rercial exigencies, they were originated. Were

ed at the last kession. the Treasury i< il |

If powers of the same |

and obnoxivusly administered power, in the | the necessa S 5 ?
Sute. If, therefore the present system mnst | during the present session, to comply with this
inued, from asupposed im. | important condiiion of the treaty. The Pro-

-

importance; and wiuie 1he improvement of
ioads, a3 ane of the indispensable means of ads
vancing commerce, has justly been regarded in
alt nges of the word, as the evidence ofincreas-
ing prosperity and civilization, the patriotic em-
vlation whicl [ am sure yon are always ready
1o manitest in promoting the public weal, will
diect your mest sedulous exertion to the im-
provement of our own,

The revision of vur eriminal law, in many
vasemial partivnbars, is required by the dictates
ol policy, us wet! as of humanity. The eflects
of e aud cirenmstances, bave prodierd so
wany modifications i the character of some
crimes, that 0w difficult, in many instances,
vither Lo pnn-nrm-omic!imau.orenﬁ,-'r-'c poansn-
ment. \\_flwm the penalty exceeds the sense
af public justice, or whers the feclings of com-
miseration for the culprit overpower the ap-
prehension of consequences to the sty or in.
terests of the comwmunity, neither the wisdom
of the Judiciary. or the Brmuess of the Fxeea-
tive, can prevent alaw from becoming as obwo.

1s odiour.  OF this class of cases may
rser grades

I even necesaary to have excecded, in this in.

| stanee, the inflictions of'the divine command 2
[ the enumernted offences 1o be espiated .by

death, 1t 15 hoped that the foree of that necessit
has gradually diminished, under the i'aﬂneneg
=f e and clrcumstances,

The trinl of slaves for capital offences in the
ordinarily sutmnary mode of process, ll;d in the
midst of all those cireumstances of excitement
in which teeling of partiality or of prejudice
are so apl 1o predominate, must bo 'jud to
be capable n!'pruducing thosc perversions in
the admini-tration of justice, from which the
rights ol linmaniy and the inlemol'?mpe
should be protected.  Within the small ﬂmﬂlz
of neighberivod communities, so easily swayed
by passion vr feeling, viadictive motives to the
master, may somelimes condnuer to the punish-
went of the slave, while the influence of o 2
lar Lavonte, un the other hand, may be success.
tully exercised 1o extennate the crimes of the
enlprit. Pl result of y reflection and expe.
rience, therefore, induces me to reitorate 'l;:
recominendation of one of my predecensory, 1o
alter the presentmode of trial. to ajury nftwriu
fre. holders, to be assembled atthe courthiouse :
and the proscention in all cases (and the de.
fenee when practicable) to be condueted
ratinsel.  The convenience of the Parishes, re.
mate ta some of them are from the seat al'.'u;.
tice, may readily be accommodated by |p3¢h|
provisions. If, in making this recommenda-
tion, | have said litthe more than 1o repeat the
suzgestions of’ some of my pre decessars, it is
perhaps for that very renson entitled to your
tnore serions consideration. as the result of the
matired and a2eomulated experience of this
department. w ail its ~tages -‘Pempucy and
ol succession  The instances of awakened re.
gret and contrition. on the pan of many of
these judicial tnbanals, invoking the interposi-
tion of Lxecutive clemency, o mndify or arrest
their ovn hasty ard ofien illegal eonvictions
are of frequent and ordinary oceurrenee -

The present mode of applying the Fres
Schoal Fuud has been productive of no benefit
to ul)r‘rﬂ.iptlnd with the most munificent of all the.
benefactions of our Siate Government, o im-
prove the moral condition of her people. The
experiment of m:.mi' years, not oaly presents ns
with the result ofa large propertion of our indi-
gent citizens, who have grown up without the
encouragement 01 the opporunity to Jparticipate
in its advantages, but at the same time forcos
upon usthe- conviction, that thess opportunities
when enjoyed, have in many instances been age
cowpanied by a standard of morals, as well as
of tuition, 3 vitia ed, and perhaps more inju-
rios, than the worst con-equences of the most
profoundiguorance While our grammar seholg
and literrary seminaries love advanced and
improved in proportion to the increasing intel-
ligence of the age, and to the hizhsr require- -

inunts of our 2olleges, the ur free
schools has depreciated in all the essential re.
ofa 1 and judi e

Ll 4
cation.  Where are their beneficial eﬂ'euo: :::
witnessed., in any of their influences o sociery
Where are the monuments of their usefolness
to be seen, in auy new ill ions of sei
or improvements in the arts? What s; X
umple can be addueed. o illus'rate a l::iwh::;'i::-
sance of moral o1 intelleciual reclamation, for
tie exponditure of more than thirty.six thousapd
doilars anonally 7 Better would it be 1o leass
the wind ratirdy to pature's influences, and
Heaven'sisaritio , than to pervert the under-
canding, and cortte the heart, by » de; ved
atd injudicions evmre of educatinn. re-
sult of so many vears'. x; esirnce, is enongh to
dissatisfy your hopes, in the prerent mode of
applying the liberality of the State; but not, §
triist, 1o disconrnge your cfforts 10 improve it.
\When the State assumes to become the guar-
dinn ol the education of any pertion of ber eiti-
rens, the character of that education should be
0! a kind not inferior to the most usefl and im-
pro ds ntard of tuition.  Taminelined to the
eon vieston, that if elesa ed to the condition of
the tighest order of Enzhis=h Grammar Schools
—-otie 1o be established in each district, county,
or parish—t! e course of mstruction being chief-
Iy digeeted 10 the acquisition of some of those
szientific 0 LAINMCHES S0 I ceasary to stuccess it
the useful and mechanic arts—and asociated
with a sy=tem of manual labor, 1o invigerale
the body, as well as ta enlighten the understand-
g —tl i would atiain 1o a mach more perma-
nent avd extended sphere of usefulness, But
L VeTy fecessary arrangement, in my view, to
wy radieal reformation 1o the system, would be
the appointiment of a Groeral Superintendent,
who-e practical ebservation and experience,
would furgish many valuable sugrestions for
yonur future action, as well as introduee in the
meantime, salutary improvements, in the pre-
seut mode of istruction.  If the expense of o
salary should be thought to constitute an ohjec-
ton to this experiment, the amount necessary
to compensite such an officer might be benefi-
eimlly abstracted from the fund itself; and 1
have no doulit will be found to cantribute to the
economy, as well as the unproving cffects aris-
ez from the distribution of the balance.

In pursuanes of an Act of the Legislatore, to
earry into efiect a treaty, to extinguish the title
of the Catawha Indians. to lands in the districts
of York and Lancaster, and to purchase other
ternitory for their residence and subsistence, an
agent, in whose intelligence and fidelity the
greatest confidence is reposed by the Propnetors
and Cliels, was appoinied hy this department,
with such specitic instrictions, as were dee
best compurting with the wise and beuevolent

{ views of the Legislature. By the roport of the

agent, herewith transwmitted, it willbe pereeived,
| that the objections urged by the Execulive ot

tary, or any other tribunal, accompnniml with | North Carolina, to the purchase of land in that
the self perpetuating pretogative of electing it« | State, preciudes the possibility of gratfying the
own memnbers, the hberties of the people, and | wish expressed by some of their Chiefy, to unito
the authority of the government. wonld e re- | A
1 | Cherokee Nation, now m-idet_u‘ ﬂ.rm It is
do not know whether the effects of the present | hoped, however, that the aequisition of other
sy=tem are most to be deprecated. in the exeera- | lands, within the limits of our own domain,
ble condition of mest of our hizh ways, or in | may bo advantazeously made forthem: and the
the capncions, partial, and oppressive exereiss, | fuith of the State, as well as the exigency of this
| noow homeless and faxdless people,

their derlining tribe with the remains of the

uire that

appropriation should be made

prietors having on their part conformed to all
the stipulations and requirements of the law
and the treaty, the taxes imposed by the Legisla-
tu-e. having been rec-ived into the Treasury—
and the amutities which have hitherto constitut- :
ed Ue ordipary means of smbsistence to the I
dians, being aceordingly abstroeted—the fulfil-
ment of the obligations assumed by the Stata is
now imperative, to refieve this

| pcaple, from a state of utter destitation, spd de.




