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MESSAGE.
Fellow Citesens of the Senate & I, of Represen.

I regret that I canunot on this occasion |
congratnlate you 1hat the past year has
been one of unalloyed prosperity. ‘The
ravazes of the fire and disease have pain-
fully afflicred otherwise flourishing portions
of our country, & serious embarrassments
yet derange the trade of many ofou: cities.
But,notwithstanding these adverse circum-
stances, that general prosperity which has
been heretofore so hountifully bestowed
wpon us by the Author of all good, still
continues to call for our warinest aral-
itnde. Especiully have we reason to re-
joice in the exuberant harvests which have
Javishly recomnenserd well directed indus-
try, and given 1o it that sure reward \\“hll'll
is vainly sought in visionary speculations.
1 canuot indeed view without peculiar sat-
isfaction. the evidences allurded by the
past season of the benetits that spring from
the steady devotion of the hushavdman to
his honorable pursuit.  No meaus of in-
dividual comfort is more certain, and no
rource of national prosperity is so sure.—
Nothine ean compensate a people for a
dependence upnn others for the bread they
eat: and that cheerful abuudance on which
the Lappiness of every one so much de-
pends. is to he lonked for nowhere vtith
so sure relinnce as in the industry of the
agriculturist and the bounties of the earth.

With foreign countries, our relations ex-
hibit the same favorable aspect which was
presented inmy last annual message, aurI.
alford continued proof of the wisdom of
the pacifie, just, and forhearing policy adop
ted by the first Administration of the Feid
eral Government, and pursued by its suc-
cessors. The extraonlinary powers ves-
ted in me by an act of Congress, for the
defence of the country in an emergency,
considered so far probeble as to require
that the Executive should possess ample
means to meet it, have not been exerted.
They have, thrrefore, been atended with
no other result than to increase, by the
coufidence thus reposed in me, my ob-
ligations 1o maintain, with religious ex-
actness, the cardinal principles that go-
wern our inerconrse with other nations.
Happily, in onr pending questions with
Great Britian, out of which this unusual
grant of autharity arose, nothing has oc.
curred to require its exertion: amd as it is
about to return to the Legislature, T trusi
that no future necessity may eall for is
exercise by them, oritsdelegaiion to anoth
erdepartment of the Government.

Forthe gettlement of onr North Fas.
tern houndery. the propasition  promised
by Great Beitain for a comumissive of rx
ploration and survey, has heen received,
and a counter project. inciuding also a |
provision for the certainand fiual ardjust-
meit of the limits in di-pute, is now before
the Britisn Government for its cousidera:
tion. A justregard to the delicate state
of this question, and aproper respect for
the natural impatience of the State of
Maiue, not less than a conyiction that the
neaotiation has bLeen already protracied
longer than is prudent on the partof either
Government.hiuve led me to believe thar the
present favorable moment should on no
account be suflered 10 pass without put-
ting the question forever atrest. 1 feel
confident 1hat the Government of her
Britannic Majesty will 1nke thesame view
of this subject. a< T am persuded it is
governed by desires equally strone and
sincere for the amicable termination ofthe
controversy.

To the intrinsic difficuliies of questions
of houndary lines, especially those describ-
ed in regions unoccupied, and but partially
kuown, is to be added in our couniry the
cmbarrassment necessarily arrising out of
our Constitution, by which the General
Government is made the nrgan of negocia-
ting, and deciding wpon the particular in-
terests of the States on whose frontiers
these lines are to be traced. To avoid
another controversy in which a Sure
Government might rightfully claim 10
have her wishes consulted, previously to
the couclusion of conventional arrange-
merts concerning her rights of jurisdletion
or territory, 1 have thonght it necéssary v
call the attention of the Government of
Great Britain te another portion of our
contermonous dominion, of which the di
vision still remains to be adjusted. 1 refer
to the line from 1he entrance of Lake Su-
perior v the most northwestern point of
the Lake of the Wouds, stipulations for
the settiement of which are to be fonnd in
the seventharticle of the treaty of Ghem
The commissioners appointed under that
article by the 1wo Govermments havingdif:
fered in theiropinions, made separare re-
ports, acearding 1o its stipulations, upon
the points of disagreement, and these dif-

al convietion stronely opposed to all in-
termedlinz with the internal affairs of our
neighbors, ‘The people of the U. States
feel, as itis hoped they always will, a
warm solicitude for the success of al! who
are sincerely endeavoringio impr.ve the
palitical condition of mankind. The gen-
erous feeling they cherish towards most
distant natiops: and it was natural, there-
fore, thatit should be awakened with more
than common warmth in behall’ of their
immediate neighbors.  Butit does not be
long to theiy character, ns a {‘.'ll'l!l!lll'llh}’-
to seek the gratification of thuse feelings in
acts which violate their duty as citizens,
endanger the peace ol their country, and
teni to bring upon it the stain of a violated
faith tewards foreizn nations.  IF zealous
to confer henefits on others, they appear
for a momeut to lose sight of the perma-
nent obligations imposed upon them as
citizens, they are seldom long misled.—
From all the inlormation T receive, con-
firmed to some extent by personal obser-
vation, 1 am satisfied 1hat noone can hope
to engnge in such enterprises withour en-
countering pubtie indignation, in addition
to the severest penalties ol the lnw.

Recent information also leads me to
hope that the emigrants from her Majes-
tv's Provinees, who have songht refuge
within our boundaries, are disposed w be-
come peaceable residents, and o abstain
from attempts to endanger the peace of
that country which has afforded them an
asylun. On a review of the occurrences
on hoth sides of the line, it is satisfactory
to reflect that in almost every complaint
against our country, the offence may be
iraced 1o emigrauts from the Provineces
who have soughi refuge here.  In the few
in-tances in which they were aided by citi-
zens of the U. States, the acts of these
musguided men were not only in direct
eontravention of the laws and well known
wishes of their own Government, but met
with the decided disapprobation of the
United Siates.

I regret o state the appearance of a dif-
ferent spirit among her Majesty’s subjects
in the Canadas. The seatiments of hos-
tility to our people and institutions which
have Lieen so frequently expressed there,
and the disregard of our rights which have
heen manifested on sume oceasions, have
[ am sorry to say, heen applauded and en-
eourazed by the people, and even by some
ol the subordinate local authorities, of the
Provinees. ‘The chiel officers in Canada
fortunetely have not entertained the same
feeling, and have probahly prevented ex-
cesses that must have been fatal o the
peaee ofthe 1wo countries.

I luok forwad auxiously to a period
when all the transactions which have
arawn out of this condition of our affairs,
and which havebeen made the subjecs
of complaint, and remonstrance by the rwo
Governments respectively, shall be fully
examined, and the proper satisfaction giv-
en where itis due from either side.

Nothing has occurred to disturb the har-
maouy of our intercourse with Austria, Bel-
givm, Denmark France, Naples, Portugal,
Prussin, Russiat, or Sweden. The inter-
nal state of Spain has seusibly improvel,
and a well grounded hope exists that the
return of peace will restore 1o the people of
that country their former prosperity, and
enable the Government to fulfil all its ob-
limatiens at howe nud abroad.  The Gov-
ernment of Portugzal, | have the satisfae-
tion to state, has paid in full 1the eleventh
aud last instalment due 10 our citizens for
the elaims embraced in the settlement
miade with iton the third of March, 1837,

1 lay before you treaties ol commerce
negotiated with the Kings of Sardinia and
of the Netherlands, the raifications of
which have been exchauged sinee the al-
journment of Congress. Theliberal prin
viples of these treaties will recommend
them to your approvation. That with
Sardinia is the first treaty of commerce
forted by thar kingdom and irwill, 1 trust,
answer the expectations of the present
soverign, by aiding the developement of
the resourees of his eovutry, and stimula-
ting the euterprise of his people. That
with the Netherlands happily terminates
a long existing subjeet of dispute, amd re-
moves [rom our futitre commercial inter-
courze all apprehension of embarenssment.
The King of the Netherlands has also,

tice, aud of his desive 10 remove every
canse ol dissatisfction, made eompensa-
tion for an American vessel captured in
1500 by a French pl’i\-‘:lle?r, and earried
intn Curaco, where the proceeds were ap-
propriated to the use of the colony then,
and for ashort time alter, underthe doinin-
ion ol Hollaud,

The death of the late Sultan has produ-
ced no alteration in our relations with Tur-

ferences are now 1o he submitted to the
arbitration of some friendly sovereign or
Stute. The disputed points should be |
settled, and the line designated, hefore th
Territorial Govermment, of which it is one
of the boundaries, takes i3 place in 1ly
Union as a State, and 1 vely npon the ecor-
dial coaperation of the British Govero-
meut ta effect that objeet.

There is every reason believe
that disturhances like those which late-
ly agitated the ueighboriuz Briti<h Pro-
vinees will not aznin prove the sources
of border enntentions, ar interpnse obsta-
cles to the continuanee of that good unde-
standing which it is the mutual interest of
Great Brivain and the Unied States 1o

reserve and maintain.

Within the Provinees themselves tran-

pility is restored, an'lon our frontier that
misguided sympithy in favor of whar was
presumed to he 2 general effort in behall
of popular rights. and which in come in-
atances misled a fow of our more inexpe-

n

key. Qur newly appointed Minister Res-
ident has renched Constantinople, and [
have received assurances from the present
Ruler that obligatious of onr treaty, and
those of friendship, will be fulfilled by
hisell iuthe same spirit that actuated his
illustrious father.

I regret 1o he ohliged to inform yon that
no convention for the seitlement of the
claims of our eitizens npon Mexico has
yet heen ratified by the Governinent of that
country. The first conveution formed for
that purposes was not presented by the
President of Mexico for the approbation of
its Congress from a beliefthat the king of
Prussia, the arbitratorin ease of disasree-
ment in the joint conunission tobe appoin-
ted by the United Siates and Mexien,
would not consent {o take apon himsell
tha friendly ofice.  Althaugh notentirely
{ satisfiedd with the eourse pursued by! Mexi-
L ea. 1 felt no hesitation in re~riving in the
mast conrcilintory Apirit the explanation

yienced eitizens, has subsided into 2 ration- |

offered, and also cheer{ully conscnted 10 a

further illustration of his :haracter for jus- |
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uew convention, in order to arrange the
payments proposed to be made to our citi-
zens, in & manner which, while equally
just to them, was deemed less onermusand
inconvenient to the Mexican Government.
Relving confidently upon the intentions of
that Government, Mr. Ellis was directed
to repair to Mexico, and diplomaticinter-
conrse has heen resumed beiwen the 1wo
countries. The new convention has, he
informs us, heen recently submitted by the
President ofthat Republic to its Congress,
noder cirenmstances which promise a spee-
dy ratification; a result which I cannot
allow mvsell to doubt.

Iustructions have heen given to the
Commissioner of the [Tnited States under
our Coovention with Texas, for the demar
cation of the line which separates us from
that Republiec. The ermmissioners of
both Governments met in New Orleans in
August last.  The joint commission was
organized, aud adjourned to couvene at the
same place on the twelfih of October. It
is presumed 1o be now in the performance
of s dulies.

The new Government of Texas bas
shown its desire to caliivate friendly rela-
tions with us, by prompt reparation for
injuries complained of in the cases of two
vessels of the U. 8.

With Central America, a convention
has been cancluded [y 1he renewal of its
former trenfy with the United States.—
This was not ratified before the departure
ol vur late Charge d'Affaires from that
country, and the copy of it brought by him
was nor received before the adjournment
of the Senate at thefflast session. In the
mean while, the period limited for the ex-
change of ratifications having expired, I
deemed it expedient, in consequence of
the death ofthe Charge d'Aflaires, tosend
a special agent to Central America, to
close the affairs of our mission there, and
1o arrange with the Government an exten-
sion of the time for the exchange of ralifi-
cations.

The cemmission created by the States
which formerly composed the Republic of
Columbia, for adjusting the claims against
the Government, has by a very unexpect-
ed construction of the treaty under which it
acts, decided that no provision was maile
for those claims of citizens of the United
States which arose from captures by Co-
lumbian privateers, and were adjudged a
2ainst the claimants in the judicial tribn-
nauls. This decision will compel the U.
Siates toapply to the several zoverninents
formerly united for redress,  With all
these—-New  Grenada, Venezucla and
Licuador, a perfectly good understanding
exists. Qurireaty with Venezuela is luith-
fully carried into execution, and that
country in the enjoyment of tranquility, is
gradually advancing in prosperity. under
the guidance of its present distinguished
President, Gen. Paez. With Ecuador, a
liberal commercial convention has lately
heen concluded, which will be transmitted
to the Senate at an early day.

With the great American FEmpire of
Brazil, our relations continue unchanged,
o= does onr [riendly intercourse with the
other povernmeuts of South Amerien—
tire Argentine Republicand the Republics
of Uraguay, Chili,Peru und Bolivia. The
dissolution of the Peru-Bolivian Confeder-
ation may occasion some temparary incon-
venience loour citizens in that quarter,but
the obligations on the new Governments
which have misen out of that Confedera-
tion to ohserve its treaty stipnlations, will
podouht be soon understood, and it is
presumed that no indisposition will exist
to [ulfil those which it coutracted with the
United States.

‘The financial operations of the govern-
ment during the present year have, I 2m
happy to say, been very successful.  The
ditliculties uuder which the Treasury De-
partmenthas labored, fromhnown defeets in
the existing laws relative to the safe keep-
ing of the public maneys, apzravated by
the suspension of specie payments by sev-
eral of the hanks holding publie deposites,
or indebted to publie offieess for notes re-
ceived in payment of public dues, have
heen surmounted to a very gratifying ex-
tent. The large current expenditures
have been puuctually met, and the faith
of the Government, in all its pecuniary
concerns, has been scrupulously muin-
tined. -

The nineteen millions of TreasuryNotes
nuthorized by the act ol Congress of 1847,
aud the modifieations thereol, with the
view t1 the indulgence of merchants on
their duty bouds, and ol the deposite
banks iu the payment of public monevs
held by them, have heen so puuctually re-
decined] as 10 leave less than the original
ten millions out standing at any one tine,
anid the whole amount unredeemed now
falls short of three millions.  OF these the
chief portion is not due till next year, and
the whole would have been alreadv exrin-
guished could the ‘Ureasury have realized
the payments due to it by the banks, I
those due from them during the next vear
shall be punctually made, and it Congress
shall keep the appropriativng within the
estimates, there is every reason o believe
that all the outstanding Treasury notes
can be redeemed and the ordinary expen-
ses defrayed, withont imposing ou the
preople any additioual bunlen, either of
loans or inrrease.l 1axes.

To avoid this, and w keep the expen-
ditures within reasonable hounds, it is a
duty, second ouly in importance 1o the
preservation of our national eharacter, and
the protection of our cuoitizens in their
civil and political rights. The creation,
in time of peace, of a debt likely to be-
come permanent, is an_evil for which
there is vo equivalent.  The rapidity wirh

which mapy of the States are apparently

aj-proaching to this condition, admonishes and it has alsn, to 8 very gratifying ex-

us of our owa duties, in a mmanner tno im-
pressive to he disreganled. One not the
least importan, iz to keep the Federal
Government always in a eondition tn dis-
charge,with ease & vigor, irs highest func-
tious, should their exercise be rnquirad by
any sudden conjuneture of publie affairs—
a condition to which we are always ex-
posed, and which may occur when 1t is
least expected.  Toihisend, it 1s indispen-
sable that its finarces should be uniram-
meled, and iis resources, as far as pracii-
cable, unincumbered. No ecircomstance
could present grenter obsincles to the ac-
complishment of these vitally important
ohjects,than the creation of an onerous na-
tional debt  Our own experience and also
that of other nations, have demonstrated
the unavoilable and fearful rapidity with
which a public debt is increased, when the
Government has ance surrendered itsell to
the ruinous practice of supplying its sup-

posed necessities by new loans. The

struggle. therefore, to he successful must

be made at the threshold. To make our

effurts effective, severe economy is neces-

sary. This isthe surest provision for the

national welfare; and it is, at the same

time, the best preservative of the principles

on which our institutions rest.  Simplici-

ty and economy in the affairsof state have

never failed 1o chasten and invigorate Re-

publican principles, while these have been

as surely subverted by national prodigali-

ty under whatever spcious pretexts it may

have been iotroduced or fostered.

These considerriions cannoat he lost up-
ona people whe have never been iuvarten-
tive to the effect of their policy upon the
institutons they have created for them-
selves; bur at the present moment their
force is augmented by the necessity which
a decreasing revenue mus! impnse. The
check lately given to importauon of arti
cles suhject 1o duties, the derangements
in the operations of internal irade, and
especially the redvction gradually 1aking
place in our tariff of duties, all tend mate-
rially to lessen our receipts; indeed it is
prabable that the dimination resulting from
the last cause alone, will not fall short of
five millions of dollars in the year 1842, as
the final reduction of all duties to twenty
per cent. then takes eflect, The whole
revenue then aceruing from the cusioms,
and from the sales of public lands, if not
more, will undouhtedly he wanted to de-
fray the necersary expenses of the Govern-
ment under the most prudem administra-
tion of its affuirs. These are cirenmstan-
ces that impose the necessity origid econ-
omy, awd 1equire its prompt and constant
exercise, With the Legislatute rest the
power and duty ol se adjusting the publie
expenditure as 10 promote this end. By
the provisions of the Conststution, it is only
iu consequence of appropriations made by
law, that money can be drawn from the
Treasury; no instance has occurred since
the establishmem of the Government in
which the Executive, though a component
part of the Legislative power, has inter-
posed an ohjection 10 an appropriation bill
on the sule ground of its exiravagance.—
s duty in this respect has heen consider-
ed fulfiled by requesting such appropria-
tions only as the public serviee may he
reasonably expected to require. In the
present earnest direction of the publie mind
towards this subject, hoth the Executive
and the Legislaiure have evidence of the
strict responsihility to which they will be
held; and while I am eonscions of my nwn
anxious efforts to perform with fdelity
this portion of my public funetions, 1is a
satisfaction to me 1o be able to count on a
cordial co-operation from you.

At the time 1 entered upon my present
duties our ordinary disbursements—with
out including those on acconnt of the pub-
lic debr, the post office, and the trust funds
in charge of the Guvernment—had heen
largely increased by appropridtions for the
removal of the Indians, for repelling In-
dian hostilities, and for other less urgent
expenses which grew ont of an overflow-
ing treasury. Independent ofthe redemp-
tion of the publie debt and trusts, the gross
expenditures of seventeen or eighteen mil-
lions in 1834 and 1835 had, by these caus-
es,swelled 1oitwenty-nine million« in 1836;
and the appropriations for 1837, made
previously tothe fourth of. Mareh, caused
the nxpenditures tu rise to the very lorze
amuount of thirty-three million. We were
enubled” during the year 1838, notwith-
standing the continuance of our Indian
embarrassments, somewhat to reduce this
amount; and that for the present vear,
1339, will not in all probability exceed
twenty-six millions—or six millions less
than it was last year. Witha determing-
tion o far as depends on me to eontiuue
this reduction, L have directed the estimates
for 184010 be suhjected to the severest
serutiny. and to be limited to the absolute
requirements of the pubiic service. They
will be found less than the expenditures of
1839 by over five millions of dollars.

‘I'he precautionary measures which will
be recommended hy the Secretary of the
Tressury, 10 proteet Caithfally the public
credit uwler the fluetuations ant eoutin-
aeneies 10 which our receipts u.ud expen-
dituges are exposeil, and especially in a
commarcial erisis like the present,are com-
menred 1o vour early attertion.

On a former necasion your attention was
invited to various considerations in support
ol a pre-emption law in hehall of the set-
tlers ou the public lands; and also of a law
araduating the prices for such lands as had
lung been in the market unsold, in conse-
quence of theirinferior quality. Theexe-
cution of the act which passed on the first
auhject, has been attended with the happi-
est constquences, in quieting titles, aod se-

curing improvemonts to tho iodustrious;

tent, been exempt feom the frauds which
were praclised under previous pre-emp-
tion laws. It has, at the same time, as
was anticipated, contributed liberally du-
ring the present year to the receipts of the
Treasury.

The passage of a graduation law, with
the guards before recommended, would also
I am persuaded, add condsiderably to the
revenue [or several years, and prove in
other respects just and heneficials

Your early consideration of the subject
is, therefore, once more earnestly re-
quested.

The present condition of the defences of
our principal seaports and navy yards, as
represented by the aceompanying reports
of the Secretary of War. calls for the early
and serious attention of Congress; and, as
connecting itsell intimately with this sub-
jeet, [ canuot recommend too strongly to
your cousideration the plan submitted by
that officer for the organization of the mili-
i of 1he United States.

In conformity with theexpressed wishes
of Congress, an attempt was made in the
spring o terminate the Florida war by
oegotiation. Itisio beregretted that these
humane intentions should have been frus-
trated, and that the effort to bring these up-
happy difficulties toa satisfactory conelu-
sion should have failed. But, afier entering
into solemn engagements with the Com-
manding Geuneral, the Indians, withomt
any provacation, recommenced their acts
of treachery and murder. The renewal
of hostilities in that Territory renders it
necessary that I should recommend to your
favorable consideration the plan which
will be submitted to you by the Secretary
of War, in order to enable that department
to conduct them 10 a successful issue.
Having had an opportunity of persom-
ally inspecting a portion of the trovps du-
ring the last summer., it gives me pleasure
to bear testimony to the success of the ef-
fort to improve their discipline, by keeping
them together in as large hodies as the na-
ture of our service will permit. I recom-
mend therefore, that commodious and per-
manent barracks be constructed at the
several posts designated by the Secruiary of
war. Notwithstanding the high state ol
their discipline and excellent police, the
evils resulting to the service from their
deficiency of company officers, were very
apparent, and | recommenid that the stilf’
Flﬁccrs be permaneatly separated from the
ine. :

The nayy has heen uvsefully and hoo-
arably employed in protecting the rights
and property of onr citizens, wherever the
condition of atlairs seemed to require its
presence. With theexcepiion of one iu-
stance, where an outrage, accompanied
by murder, was commiited on a vessel of
the United States while enzagedin a law-
ful commerce, nothing is known w have
ocenrred to impede or molest the enterprise
of our citizevs on that element where it
is 80 signally displayed. On learning this
daring act of piracy, Commodore Reed
proceeded immediately to the spot, an!
receiving no sati~faction, either in the sur-
render of the murderers or the resioration
of the plundered property, iuflicted severe
and merited chastisemeut on the barba-
rians.

It will be seen by the report of the Sec-
retary of the Navy respecting the disposi-
tisn of our ships of war. thar it has been
deemed necessary to stztion 8 competent
force on the cnast of Africa, to prevent a
fraudulent use of our flag by foreigners.
Recent experience has shown that the
provisions in our existing laws which re-
late to the sale and iransfer of American,
vessels while abroad, are extremely defec
nve. Advantage has heen taken of these
defects to give to vessels belonging to
foreignars, and navigating the ocean, an
apparent American ownership. Thischar-
acter has been so well stimulated ns to
afford them comparative security in pros-
ecuting the slave trade, a traffic emphati-
cally denounced in our statutes, regarded
with abhorrence by our citizens, and of
which the effectual suppression is no
where more sincerely desired thanin the
U. Srates. 'These rircumstances make it
proper 1o recommend to your early atren-
tion a careful revision of these laws, so
that, without impeding the freedom and
laeilities of our navigation, or impairing a
branch of our industry counected with i,
the integrity and honor of our flag may be
carefully preserved, Information derived
form our Consul at Havana, shewing the
necessity of this, was communicated o a
commitiee of the Senate near the clhee of
the last sessinn, but too late, as it appeared
to be acted upon. 1t will be brought to
your notice by the proper department,
with additional eommunications from other
sources.

The extent of post roads covered by
mail service on the first of July last, was
about 133.999 miles and the rate of annu-
al transportation upon them 34,496878
miles. 'The numberof post offices on that
dny was 1welve thousand seven huondred
and eighty,and on the thirtieth ultimo,
thirrern thousand and tweaty eight.

The revenue of the Post Office De-
partent for the year ending with the 30th
of June last, was four million four hun-
dred and seventy-six thousand six hun-
dred and thirty-eight dollars—exhibiting
an increase over the proceeding year of
two hundred and forty-one thousand five
hundred aod sixty dollars. The engage-
meuts and ligbilities of the Department
for the same period are four million six
hundred and twenty four thousand one
bundred and seveuteen dollars, :

The excess of liabilities over the re-
venue for the last two years has been met
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accumulated. The cash on hand ou the
thirtieth ultimo, was about 206,701 59,
and the current income of the Department
varies very liule from the rate of eurrent
expenditures. Mostof the se ‘vice suspen-
ded Iast year has heen restored, and most
of the new routes estahlished by the actof
7th July, 1838, has been set in operation
at an annual cost of $436,963. Norhwith
stand the peeuniary difficulties of the coup+
try, the revenue of the Department op-
pears to be increasing; and ualess it shall
he seriously checked by the recent surpen-
sion of payment hy so many of the hanks,
it will be able unt unly to maintain the
present mail service, but in a short lime 10
extend it. [t is gratifying 10 witness the
promptitude and fidelity with which the
agents nl this Depariment in general per=
form their public duties.
Some difficuliies have arisen in refation to
contracts for the transporiation of the mails
by railroad aud steam hoat companies. Ig
appears that the maxium of eompensation
provided by Cougress for the transportation
of the mails upna railroads, is not sufficient
12 induce some of the companies 1o convey
them at such hours as sie required for the
accommodation of the public. Itis oneol
the most important duties of the General
Government to provide aud maintain for
the use of the peaple of the States the best
practicable mail establishment. To ar-
rive at that end it is indispensuble that 1he
Post Office Department shall be erabled
to control the hours at which the mails
shall be carried over railruads, as it now
does over all nther roads.  Should serious
incounveniences arise from the inadequary
of the compensatinn now provided Ly law,
or from unreasonable demands by anv of
the rail roud companies, the subjects is of
such general importance as to require the
pompt anention of Cungress,
In relation to <tecam linat lines, the most
efficient remedy is ohviuus, and has heen
suggested Ly the Posimasier General.—
The War and Nuvy Departments ulready
employ stern hoals ia their service, and
alibough 11 is by no means desirahle rhat
the Governmenis should undertake the
transportation of passengers or fieightas a
busivess, there can he o reasonable objec-
tion to running boas, temporarily, when«
ever it may be necessary to pur down ats
tempts at extorlion, 1o he discontinued as
soon a8 reasonable coutracts can be ohe
tained,
The suggestions of the Postmaster Gege
eral relative 10 theinadequacy of 1he le~
gal allowauce 1o witnesses in cases of
prosecutions for mail depredations, merit
pourserious consideration. The safery of
the mails requires that such prosecutions
shall be efficient, and jusiice to the citizen
whose time is required 10 he given 1o the
public, demandsnot only that his expenses
shall be paid, but *hat he sball recejve a
re:«:f‘ll;tmllila cam}rensatlion.
e Reportsfrom the War, Nav

Post Office Departments will ac‘-nr{;p::g
the communication, and fram his Treasus
ry Department will be presented to Cone
gress ina few davs.
For various details in respect to the mat
ters in charge ofihese depariment, I would
refer you to thuse important documenta,
satisfied that your will find in them many
valuable suggestions, which will be found
well deserving the aiteution of the Legiss
lature.
From a report made in December of
last year by the Secretary of State, 1o the .
Senate, showing the trial documents of
each of the Cireuit Conrts. and the number
of miles each judge has 10 travel in the
performance of his duties, a great inequalis
ty appears in the amount of lubor assizned
10 each judge. The number of terms 10
he held in each of the courts somposing
the ninth circuit, the distances between
the places at which they sit, and from
thence to the seat of Government, are rep-
resented 1o he such as to render it.imposs
sible for the judge of that circuit to pers
form, in & manner corresponding with the
public exizencies, his term and eirenit du-
ties. A revision, therefore, of the present
arrangement of the rircuits seems to he
called for, and is recommended to your
notice,
I think it proper to eall your aitention
to the power assumed by Territorial Le-
gislatures 10 authorize the issue of honde *
by corporate companies on the guarantes
of the Territcry. Congress pnssed a law
in 1836. providing that no act of a Territo-
rial Legislature incorporaring banks should
have the force of Inw until approved by
Congress, hut acts of a very exceptionable
character previously passed hv the Liegisla-
ture of Florida, were suffered to remain in. :
furce, by virtue of which bonds may be is
sued 1o a very large amount by those in-"
stitutions, upon the faith of the Territory.
A regolution intending to be a joint one
passed the Senaie ar the same =ession, ex~.
pressing the sense of Congress that the::
laws in question ought not to'be permitted
1o remain in force unless amended in many
material respects, but it failed in 1he
Houseof Representatives for want of time,
and the desired amendments have not been
smade. Theinterests involved are of great
importance, and the suhject deserves your
aan%y and eareful attentinn, :

he enntinued.agitation of the question
relative to the best wmode of keeping and
dishursing the public  money, sill injuri-
ously affects the business of the country.
The suspension of specie payments in 1837,
rendered the use of the deposite banks, as’
preseribed by the act of 1835, a sourcq,
rather of embarrassment than nid, and o
-necessily placed the custody of mast of the
pu.l.ﬂic money afierwards collected in
charge of the public officers. The new
securities forits-safery. which this required .

outof the surplus which bad. previously

wrere g_punclpll causo of oy m\"eniﬂﬁ’



