Grand Jury
Presentment.

September Term 1908.

State of South Carolina,
Abbeville County.
Court of General sSessions.
To the Honoruble K. W. Memwminger, Pre-
siding Judge.

We the Grand Jury for Abbeville County
at this the Seplember tern. of the Court ol
General Sessions, would beg to make the
following presentwment:

We have passed upon all bills handed to
us by the Solicitor, dispusing of each as,
in our judgment, the facts warranted.

A commuttee of our members visited the
Juil, respecting which, we made soiwe allu-
sion in our presentment at the June lerw
of Court.

T'his committee reported everything ina
satisfactory condition in and about this
institution.

In our June Term presentment we sug-
gested to the Supervisor that there shoutu
ve a new Ntockade built out at the Foor
House, in which to keep the convicts at
night while out there engaged at work on
the farm,

On interrogating him &s to why this
suggestion had not been carried out, he
intormed us that he never had wore thau
1wo or three convicts at a tlwe out there,
and that he had a Iirst rate went which was
really better, frowm a sanitary standpoint,
than would be a wooden stockuaue, us the
tent could be moved from place to place s
the surroundings became, for any reason,
objectionable which could not be done in
case ol & wooden building. 7

We ure pleased to be avle to report that
the tinances of the County are in excellenu
condition—the County bpeing free [rom
debt—barring the balunce aue on the new
Court House, which is provided for by
bond Issue.

After allowing about $2,000 per month
for current expenses for the rewainder ol
the present tiscal year, it is estimated, by
the County Supervisor, that there will be
on hands, for repairs to the roads ana
bridges, bout $6,000.

We recommend that our delegation tu
the Legislature endeavor to make the ne-
cessary arrangements to have the sinking
fund comumission lend to the County, sul-
ficient fuuds to repair and replace all ot
the more important bridges in the County
that were destroyed by the recent floods.
The following is a list of the bridges which
we regard as belonging in that class, viz:

Bridges on Rocky River at Lowndesville
and Swearengens Mills; Fair's Bridge,
Martin’s Mill bridge, Calhoun Mill bridge
and Pettygrew’s bridge, all on Little River,
also Morton’s Mill bridge and MeKitriek's
Mill bridge, on Long Cane Creek, also
Clinkscale's bridge, over Shanklin's Creek.
We suggest that the County Commission-
ers concentrate their efforts in re-building
the above mentioned bridges, even to the
neglect of other less important bridges.

In our presentment at the June Term of

Court, we stated that it was our intention
to have a thorough investigation of the
several County offices made, the result of
such investigation to be reported at the
present term of Court. This & committee
of our member has done, assisted by R. E.
Hill, whom they were authorized to em-
ploy for that purpose. As this investiga-
tion was something more than a mere per-
functory proceeding, and as there were
some twenty or more offices, including
Magistrates, to be examined, the report of
this eommittee, of necessity, is a pretty
lengthly document, but in view of the im-
portance of this matter, we trust your
Honor wilf bear with us while it is being
read.
The report of the committee, which fol-
lows, Biter being considered by our entire
panel, was unanimously adopted as a part
of this presentment.

REPORT OF COMMITTEE.

In the out-set of this our report, your
committee would beg to state that we dis-
cerned, in the course of our investigation,
a great many instances wherein County
officlals have failed to comply with the re-
quirements of the law (and this applies
more or less to all of them), but as many
of these failures were in respect to matters
of minor importance, and as it would have
required too much time and space to have
particularized as to all of such, we thought
it best not to do 80, and accordingly pass-
ed them over; merely suggesting to the
derelict officlals that it might be well for
them in the future to have a stricter re-
gard for what the law requires of them.

‘We shall therefore confine overselves in
what we shall bave to say in this report to
such derelictions of duty and violations of
the law as have or might have resulted in
njury to the County.

OFFICE OF MAGISTRATE.

We required the several Magistrates of
the County to bring their dockets before
us for examination; our purpose being not
so much to see in"'what manner their books
were kept as it was to see whether or not
they had complied with the law in refer-
ence to paying over to the County Treas-
urer all fines and costs collected by them
in criminal cases.

While by Section 1000 of the Revised Sta-
tutes, It is made the duty of each Magis-
trate, on the 1st Wednesday in each month
or within ten days thereafter, to make, in
writing, to the Auditor and Treasurer of
his' County & full and accurate statement
of all moneys collected by him on account
of fines and penalties during the past
month, together with the title of each case
where & fine has been paid—and while the
law requires that all such fines shall be
promptly turned over to the County Treas-
urer, we are reluctant to state that in no
instance has a Magistrate of the County
complied with the law in the matter of
making such reports, and in many in-
stances the money, instead of being paid
over promptly to the Treasurer, has been
retained by the Magistrate from three to
six months.

These are Important duties as evidenced
by the fact that the penalty prescribed for
a tallure to make these monthly reports,
may be a fine as much as $100, or impris-
onment in the County Jail for as much as
two months, or both in the discretion of
Court; and the penalty for a failure to
turn over, immediately, to the County
Treasurer, all fines and penalties collected
by them, is put at not less than $100, and
imprisonment for not less than three
months; 'dismissal from office and dis-
qualification for holding any office of trust
.and profit under the State.

il his hands, on aeecunt of flnes and costs
collacted by him, the sum of One Hundred
and Two Dollars, which he has had for
some considerable time. The reason given
by him for his failure to pay over this
money 8s the law requires, was that he
had endeavored severul times to do so,
but could fine no one in the Treasurer's of-
fice to pay it to; in this we have no doubt
he is correct.

(T'his woney we understand he has paid
to the present Lreasurer since the above
was written.)

We discovered, upon an examination of
the docket of Magistrote Stanton, that he
is due the County tifty-six dollars.

When his attention wus called to this
metter he seemed to be greatly surprised
and insisted that he owed the County
nothing; but after going over his docket
with us and sumining up all of his collec-
tions in the way of fiues and cpsts, and
taking therefrom what his receipts for
moneys paid the County Treasurer called
for, there appeared this balance of fifty-six
dollars, which, of course, he will have t
pay over.

Magistrate Hollingsworth evidently mis-
conceives his duty respecting tax warrants
that are turned over to him by the County
I'reasurer against parties who have failea
to pay their poll tax. ‘Lhe law makes it a
isdemeanor for uny one, liable to a poll
tax, not to pay 1it.

Instead of docketing such cases, just as
he does other cases of misdemeanor, and
entering the amount of the fines which he
18 suthorized to impose, in case of convic-
tion, collect the same and pay it over
promptly w the County ‘L'reasurer, as he
15 Tequired to do, he turus the whole busi-
ness over to the Sherift who proceeds
against the party, collects from him four
dollars and seventy-tive cents to six dol-
lars, (varying according to the distance
the party lves from the court house)
which sum is largely made up.of costs—
and the portion which is intended for the
county, is never paid to the County I'reuns-
urer until the Sheriff has a settlement with
that officer, on account of tax executions
which have been placed in his hands for
collection, which is usually from twelve to
tifteen months thereafter.

The Sheriff, as sheriff, should have noth-
ing to do with such warrants.

'he law makes it his duty to serve all
processes issued by the Magistrate at Ab-
peville C. H., and when serving tax war-
rants he is not acting in the capacity ol
Sherifr, but as Constable for the Magistrate
at this place, and he should proceed just
as he would do in the case of & persou
charged with an assault and battery, for
instance, arrest the party, take him before
the Magistrate and he should impose the
fine, collect it and turn it over to the
I'reasurer, a8 he does in other cases of
misdemeanor. '

MAGISTRATE'S CONSTABLES.

We have to report that not one of those
now acting as constable in this County has
qualified as the new law directs.

See. 1047 of the Revised Statutes pro-
vides that when any person shall be elect-
ed or appointed to the office of constable;
he shall file with the clerk of Court the
evidence of his appointment or election,
and shall enter into & bond in the sum of
Five Hundred Dollars, with not less than
two nor more than five good sureties, to
be approved by said Clerk; and upon tak-
ing the several oaths prescribed by Sta-
tute, he shall be given a certificate by the
Clerk that he has filed his bond and taken
the required oaths, and he shall thence-
forth be regarded as a regular qualified
Constable, Nor shall any person not 80
qualified exercise the powers of a Consta-
ble.

The Clerk informed us that not one of
those acting as Constable in this County
had ‘¢amplied with the law in the above
mentioned particulars, so that any arrests
made or acts done by any one of these so-
called Constables, ufiless specially depu-
tized to act in such case, has been unlaw-
fully done.

~But we are disposed to regard with leni-
ency the failure on the part of those who
have been appointed to these positions to
comply with the law, as we do not believe
that such failures is atributable to any
disposition to disregard the law, but
rather to their ignorance of what the law
requires.

But we do think, however, that the sev-
eral Magistrates when they appoint their
constables should see to it that such ap-
pointee qualifies for the discharge of his
duties as the law directs; for we presume
that these Magistrates know the law bear-
ing upon the subject, notwithstanding it
has been said by a distinguished Judge
that it is a violent presumption to presume
that the average Magistrate knows any
law., -

OFEICE GF CLERK OF COURT.

/ The records and official papers in this
office are not in a very satisfactory condi-
tion, owing largely to the fagt no suitable
place could be had for keeping them pend-
ing the erection of the new Court House.

In the matter of the collection and dis-
position of fines imposed by the Court, li-
cense fees, ete., it appears that he has
complied with the spirit of the law, if not
with the strict letter thereof, especially in
paying over to the County Treasurer all
such fines and licenses.

He is required by law just as the several
Magistrates are. to make a written report
to the Auditor and Treasurer, on the first
Wednesday of each month, or within ten
days thereafter, of all moneys collected by
him, to which the County is entitled, dur-
ing the past month, and to pay over to the
County Treasurer promptly, all such
money.

While as before stated, he has paid to
the Auditor and Treasurer all such money
collected by him, he has not made the
written reports to the Auditor and Treas-
urer as the law direets.

This is an important matter, especially
so as regards the reports which he is re-
quired to make to the County auditor, as,
if not done, that officer s entirely depend-
ent upon the Statement of the Treasurer
as to the amount he has collected from the
Clerk, when he comes to make the annual
settlement with the Treasurer.

JUDGE OF PROBATE AND MASTER.

As the duties of these two officials have
to do more especially with individuals
rather then with the County, or the peo-
ple generally, and as the Grand Jury are
charged with the duty, more perticularly,
of seeing that the interests of the County
are protected, we did not feel called upon
to make a minute examination 88 to the
official conduct of these two officers—be-
lieving that the parties and individuals
particularly interested therein, would look
after that.

There is a matter, however, to which we
would call attention and beg to make &
suggesticn” to the delegation from this
County to the Legislature touching the
Same.

We found. that Magistrate Sanders had

il el Py e L e Y e 2 A R o e

e
\

We find that theve (5 in the hands of tha!

Judge of Probate and Master, each, a con»
siderable sum of money, amounting in the
aggregate to several hundred dollars,!
made up of small sums left over in the
settlement and distribution of estates
that have gone through these offices, which
belong to various parties whose where-
abouts are unknown. '

The groater part of this money has been
handed down from one to another of the
predecessors of the present incumbents,
extending back for quite a number of
years.

The great probability is that the bulk of
this money will never be called for by-the
persons entitled thereto.

The suggestion which we would make is
this:—That an Act be passed by the Leg-
islature directing that this money be
turned Into the County Treasury, for the
use of * & County, with a full statement of
the cae.. in which the amounts, respect-
ively arose, the names of the persons, so
far as known, to whom the money belongs,
ete., with the stipihtion that the same
shall be paid to the rightful owners when
called for, upon satisfactory proof that
they are legally entitled thereto.

The County ‘Treagurer should receipt the
Judge of Probate and Master for the
amounts turned over by them respective-
ly. This, of course, should be a law gen-
eral in its application, as we have no doubt
a similar state of affairs exists in other
Counties.

COUNTY SUPERINTENDENT OF
EDUCATION.

I This officer has, so far as practicable,
carried out the law in the management of
his office,

There are some duties required of him
which are:impracticable, in that the laws
prescribing them to have been enancted
upon the assumption that the mhoney for
running the public schools is collected and
in the County Treasury before the begin-
ning of the scholastic year. Whereas, as
a matter of fact, the schools have all
closed before the money for paying the
teachers has been collected—we being a
year behind in the matter of collecting
taxes.

COUNTY AUDITOR.

The papers énd many of the records in
this office are in‘Yather a confused dnd un-
satistactory condltipn.

This, however, applies to most of the
other offices as well, which, as stated in
the case of the office of Clerk of Court, is
largely due to the fact that suitable places
could not be had for keeping such records
pending the erection of the new Court
House.

1t is to be expected, however, that once
the Court House s finished and occupied
by these ,officers, that the papers and rec-
ords belobging in their respective offices
will be more nBatly and systematically ar-
ranged than has been the case heretofore.

As is true of the Buperintendent of Ed-
ucation, so I8 it of the County Auditor—
many of the duties required of him are
of an inipracticable nature.

For instance, he is required, In taking

turns for taxes, to enter upon the orig-
inal return and thereafter in the tax dupli-
cates the school district in which the tax-
payer resides ; this he can not do, for the
reason that possibly not one in fifty, and
especially the negro taxpayers, knows in
what school district he lives.

And hgain he is required on the expira-
tion of the time for making tax returns to
make out and forward to the Board of
Trustees of each school district a correct
list of polls returned from thei~ respective
districts—this |, is impracticable for the
same reason. - i |

But there are cerfain other duties en-
joined upon him |that are practicable,
which he has pverlooked or failed to dis-
charge.

Section 102 of the Revised BStatutes
makes it the duty of the County Auditor
and County Treasurer to have a full and
final settlement as.to all tax executiona is-
sued by said "Trbasurer, within twelve
months after thd ‘bxpiration of the time
allowed by law for the payment of taxes
in any year, and Section 108 provides that
all such executions as hall have not been
collected for any reason, shall be filed in
the office of the County Auditor within one
yaar from the expiration of the time for
 payment without penally of the taxes for
the collection of which the executions are
issued. And it further adds that the Au-
itor on the filing of said executions shall
receipt to the County Treasurer for the
same, giving the name of the party
against whom the execution 18 issued, the
kind and location of the property, the na-
ture of the Sheriff's return, ete., and he
ghall at the same time furnish a duplicate
of said receipt to the Becretary of Btateas
agent of the sinking fund eommission.

In fact the tax executionsissued for 1906,
are still in the hands of the Sheriff, not-
withstanding more than fifteen months
Imve passed since the expiration of the
time for paying laxes, without penalty,
for that fiscal year, when the law requires
that the same shall be returned within
ninety days. While In this matter the
Treasurer and Sheriff are chiefly to blame,
weo think a portion of it attaches to the Au-
ditor as well, as he should have demanded
of the Treasurer that he account to him
for these executions within the time pre-
scribed by law, and this no doubt would
have spurred up the Treasurer to have re-
quirdd the Sheriff to do his duty In the
premises. !

But there is no doubt that the condition
of the health of the late Treasurer, for a
long time before his death, had much to do
with his failure to discharge the dutles of
his office as the law directs.

COUNTY SUPERVISOR.

Ip view of the many and laborous duties
required of this officer and the watchful
care which he has been called upon to px-
ercise in order to profect the Interests of|
the County, the present incumbent de-

rves great cradit for the exesilent man-
nér in wyich he has discharged the various
and oft-times delicate duties devolvad up-
on him. The greatest fault which we hava
to find of this office is in his fallure to re-
quire others with whom the law makes It
his duty to have official dealings, to do
their duty.

Sec. 806 of the Revised Statutes provides
that all claims against the County shall
be made out initems with an affldavit that
the same is just and true and that no
part thereof has been paid, ete., and the
Clerk of Court, Sheriff and Magistrate
shall on presenting thsir claims for ser-
vices rendered the County, further declare
on oath that all fines and penalties hereto-
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be done before drawlng his warrant.

There ls another matter which Citie
under our observation while examining
this office which might and poseibly has
resulted In injury to the County. This is
in reference to the cancellation of witness
and Jury tickets.

The County Treasurer is authorized and
required to cash all Jury and witness cer-
tificates ‘on presentation. The practice of
the late Treasurer was, when he had taken
in a number of such certificates, to take
them to the County Supervisor and get
from him ;& warrant for the aggregate
amount of such certificates.

The Supervisor receives these certifi-
cates and files them away as his voucher
for his warrant, just as he does in the case
of other claims for which he issues his
warrant.

But while it appears that in the case of
ordinary claims for which he has issued
hig warrant, he has made some endorse-
ment thereon indicating that they have
been paid, there is nothing to that effect
on & great many Jury and witness tickets
now in his office.

1t is much more importent to the County
that such claims as these be cancelled than
in the case of ordinary claims, for the rea-
son that all such claims are payable to
bearer, and as it is possible for any one
having access to the Bupervisor's office,
who might be so disposed, to abstract one
or a dozen or move of such certificates,
collect the money for them from the Treas-
urer and he in turn surrender them,among
a lot of other such claims, jand get from
the Supervisor & warrant for the same,
without either of these officers being
aware of the fraud; thus the same certifl-
cates might be paid two or three times;
whereas, ordinary olaims being payable
only on the warrant of the Supervisor,
would be worthless to any one who might
purloin the same.

COUNTY TREASURER.

To the fact that the late County Treas-
urer was Iin very bad health for quite a
long time before his death and for that
reason had to depend largely upon others
to discharge the duties of His office, is o
be attributed no doubt, his failure to com-
ply fully. with the requirements of the
law,

Sec. 402 of the Revised Statutes' makes
it the duty of the Treasurer to report on
the 1t and 15th of each month to the
County Bupervisor' the umount of funds
collected on account ef the County, and
the character of such funds, also, on the
15th day of each month, to the SBuperin-
tendent of Education the amount of col-
lections and disbursements made by him
for the month preceding, on account of the
poll tax and all other school funds. In
nelther of these respects has the law been
complied with.

Of so great importance is the making of
these reports regarded by the law-mak-
ing power that the penalty for a failure
or neglect therein, is fixed at not less than
$500, :
 There is & matter in connection with
£his office to which our attention has been
called, regarding which we feel as though
we could not use language too severe;
but while such is the case we are truly
glad, Ingiew of the heavy penalty attach-
ing to such an. offense, that the person
most to blame can not, owing to the eapac-
ity in_which he was acting at the time, be
held to the strict accountability for his
conduet. C

This was a clear cut violence of a law
which has been re-itterated time and again
in the annual tax levies by the Legialature,
and which is in about these words: ‘The
several County Treasurers of the State are
prohibited from collecting any tax except
such as have been first entered upon the
tax duplicates of their respective Coun-
ties, or upon the Orders of the Coynty
Auditors of said Counties; and the County
Treasurer, in case any tax payers shall ap-
ply to pay their tazes against whom no
taxes shall have been entered on the tax

duplicates, shall furnigh to the County Au-
ditor the names of all such tax payers in
order that he may enter their names with
the amount of the tax for which they are
liable, on sajd tax duplicates; and any
County officer who shall fall to comply
with, or who shall evade or attempt to
evade the provisions of this act, shall be
deemed guilty of a felony and upon the
conviction thereof, shall be punished by &
fine not to exceed Five thousand dollars
er imprisonment for a perlod of not more
than five years or both at the discretion of
the Court.

While there are plain provisions of the
law, and while the penalty prescribed for
a violation thereof, a8 above stated, is very
severe, nevertheless the same was in our
opinion wantonly and inexcusably violat-
ed in the case in question.

The facts of the case are as follows:

A Mr. ———, engaged last summer in
building the Cotton Mill at Calhoun Falls:
had working for him quite a large num-
ber of negro men, and not wishing them
to be molested by the tax collectors, gave
to the sheriff a list of these negroes,telling
him at the sametime, that he would pay
the taxes for which any orall of them were
liable, as soon as informed of the amount.
This list, compristng something over fifty
names, the sheriff gave to the acting
Treasurer, (the regular Treagurer being
unable to attend to his office) who without
notifying the Auditor as the law directs,
and thereby enabling him to enter the
names of these parties on the tax dupli-
cates, and in that way charge the Treas-
urer with the amount of their taxes, pro-
ceeded at once to issue a poll tax warrant
against each one of them.

These warrants he turned over to the
Magistrate who taking with him the Sher-
iff went to where these negroes were at
work, organized a temporary Court and
went through the farce of trying each one
of them, as for a misdemeanor in neglect-
ing to pay his poll tax. A fine of One dol-
igr and seven cents, with the costs added,
amoupting to Five dollars and Seventy
Five cents in the aggregate was imposed
and collected jn the case of each of them.
The Mpagistrate, as uysual, allowed the
Bherlf to collect and retain the whole
amount, less that to which he felt that he
was entitled, to-wit, one dollar and forty
cents in each cass, and the portion to
which the County was entitlod, If these
parties were justly due to pay anything,
is still in the possession of the Sheriff, al-
though it has been some fifteen months
gince this thing occurred.

Granting that these negroes were liable
to pay & poll tax for the year for which
they were made to pay, (which we are not
prepared to do, in view of all that we have

fore collectad by them, have been fajth.
tully and fully pald, over to the Caunty|
Treasurer. All this is required to be done
before the Bupervisor is authorized to;
draw his warrant In payment of such

claims. .
We find that the Supervisor had not, in

Jazmtmymmuhedthlsto

heard respecting the matter) they should
not have been made to pay exceeding one
dellar and seven eents, the amount of the
poll tax and the pepalty thereon, for the
reason that they, through their employer,
had virtually come forward and offered to
pay their taxes, notwithstanding the name
of not one of them was on the {ax-books,

i

The propet eoutse for the Treasurer mJ
the person acting for him, to have puraued
when this list was given him by the Sher-
iff was to have turned sald list over to the
Auditor whose duty it would have been to
firet find out whether these parties were
liable for poll tax for the year far which it
was proposed to make them pay; and if
satisfled that they were, then to have is-
sured a suplemental poll tax return, in
duplicate, for each of them; give one of
these to the Treasyurer, as his authority
for collecting the téx, and retain the other
in order that he might enter the same on
the tax duplicates at the proper time, and
thus charge the Treasurer therewith; and
all the Treasurer would have had to have
done'in order to have collected the One
dollar and seven cents in the case of each
of these negroes, would have been to hav

notifled Mr. of the amounts, as he
had already informed the Sherifl that he
was ready to pay whatever tax they were
liable for. -

But what adds to the gravity of this
matter is the fact that a large majority of
these negroes were from other Counties in
this State, North Carolina, Virginis, and
Georgia, and were not living in this Coun-
in 1906, the year for which they were made
to pay this tax.

But it is not so much on account of the
fact that money was unlawfully taken
from these poor ignorant people, bad as
that was, that we find fault with, but it ls
on.acconnt of the wanton disregard of the
law in the matter.

Should no cognizance of a matter of this
kind be taken, if it were permissible for
the County Treasurer to collect tuxes in
any such manner, there is no telling to
what extent the same might be carried, if
perchance & dishonest man should be
made Treasurer.

The County Auditor, not wishing to be
made a party to a transaction of which he
does not approve, has refused to have
anything to do with it, and so, as we un-
derstand, no abstract of the same has ever
been made out and sent to the Comptrol-
ler-General, and consequently the Treasur-
er Is not charged by him with the amount
of the taxes collécted from these negroes.

“We find that it has been the practice of
the Treasuxer before beginning the collec-
tion of taxes, to write out a receipt for
each tax payer, and then to lay aside the
tax duplicate and pay no further attention
to it during the time for collecting taxes.

In the Treasurer's duplicate given to
him by the County Auditor, and by which
he is expected tb be governed in collecting
taxes, thera is a column headed ‘‘Date of
payment,” in which he is expected to write
the date wheh & party pays.

As before stated he does not use this
book at all in collecting taxes. but is gov-
erned entirely by his ipt book, and
cansequently the date when a party paYE
his taxes is not entered 'on the tax pupli-
cate.

1t the Treasurer always bad an efficient
and a reliable pérson to call off the nameg
to him when writing 'tha receipts, there
might net be any trouble grown out of
this practice; but should it happen, as hag
been the case, that the person calling off
the names should' not be accurate, there
will always be trouble. i

For instance: Suppose & party by the
name of Martin should call’ to pay hie
taxes, whose name had been mistaken for
that of Mhdden, and the receiptso written,
the Treasurer not finding Martin's name
in his receipt book would inform the party
that his name was not on the tax books
and that he.must go to the Auditor and
get an assessmengt-slip, when all the time
his name  had been properly. entered on
the tax duplicate, which fact if the Treas-
urer had used his duplicate to collect by
he would have seen, and have saved this
trouble. 4

And besides this, when the time comes
for issuing executions, the receipt wrong-
fully written out in the name of Madden,
would still be found in the receipt book,
which would be satisfactory proof to the
‘Trersurer thatthe tax had not been paid]
and an execution would be issued against
Maddey, when really there would.be no
such person. ° J

This execution would be put in the hands
of the Bheriff who of course would fail to
find such party, and. so report to the
Treasurer, and the Auditor is blamed for
the whole thing, whereas the fault lies
with the Treasurer, for, if he had collected
the taxes by the duplicate, as he should
and the date of payment entered in the
proper column, none of this could have oc-
curred, and the nulla bona tax list would

be that much less.
COUNTY SHERIFF,

While we are disposed to give the Sheriff
eredit for being, in many respects, a most
efficlent and zgalous officer, we are inclin-
ad to think that in certain matters he,
perhaps, has been over zealous.

For instance in the case of a negro by
the name of Richard Bailey, who commit-
ted some offense, and escaped before be-
ing arrested, the Sheriff received word
from the police of Augusta, Ga,, that they
had arrested Bailey. Without waiting un-
¢il he fonnd out certainly that it was the
right party who had been arrested, which
he might easily have done by having the
police send him a picture of the negro, he
hastens off to Augusta, picks up some
party on the way whom he took with him
and whose expensese he charged up
against the County, and on reaching Au-
gusta found that it was not Bailey but an-
other negro by the name of Blocker whom
the police had arrested.

The result was the County had to pay,
unneccessarily, the sum of #11.50, and it
would have been more than double that
amount 11 it had not been for the firmness
of the County Supervisor, as the sherifl
presented a bill for 31245 additional which
he claimed to have paid the Augusta peo-
ple for arresting and dieting the afore-
sajd Blocker; tnis bill the Supervisor very
properly refused to pay.

Then again in the case of Lee Howard
who escaped from the chaingang.

The Sheriff got word from the Chief of
Police of Danville, Va., that he had ar-
pested Howard.

Op reeeipt of this information he ap-
plied ta the Supervisor, as we were ip-
formsd by that officer, for the money to
defray hls expenses in gaing aftor How-
ard. The Bupervisor, no doubt reealling
the cjreumstances in the case of Richard
Bailey, advisod him to send to the Chief of
Police und have him send a picture of the
negro, in order that he might be certuln
that it was the right man who had been ar-
rested.

This the Sherifl did, and when the pic-
ture came it was plain to be seen that it
was not Howard, and the Supervisor, who'
knew Howard well, so told him. But re-
gardless of this apd potwithstanding the|
Huperyisor warned hin, !
was inclined to go on to Danville anyway,
that if he went he would have to foot the
bill himself, as he would not pay it; he did

go, and on perching Daiiville foutid that it
wase the wrong man agaln,

But mevertheless he bringe In a bill
against the County for some forty odd dol-
lars.

Fortunately for the County, the' Super:
visor had the nerve and firmness to stand
by what he had told the Sherifl' at the out-
set and so far has refused to allow this
¢laim.

We understand, however, that the Sher-
ilf has not abandoned the matter, but
threatens to take the case into the Courts
it these two accounts amounting in the ag-
gregate to some fifty or fifty-five dollars,
are not pald.

But while in the above cited cases the
Sherlf over-did his duty, there are other
cuses wherein he has failed in that respect.

For instance, Section 428 of the Revised
Statutes makee it the duty of the Sheriff
to make return to the Treasurer of all tax
executions put in his hands for collection
by that officer, within ninety days from
the date of issue thereof, designating such
as may be nulla bona and such as may
have been collected by distress or other-
wise; and within the same time to pay
over to said\Treasurer all penalties.and
taxes collected by him; and it further pro-
vides that In case anySheriff shall make
default in paying over within the time
aforesaid, any moneys collected on said
executions, it shall be the duty of the
County Treasurer, and he is hereby re-
quired, immeniately to bring suit ugainst
such defaulting Sheriff in any Court of
competent jurisdiction, in which suit such
sheriff shall be liable, to'treble theamount
for whith he has defaulted.

It will be seen from the severity of ""n
penalty atteching to a failure to comy
with the law in these particulars that the
Loegislature regurded the same us quite
important. 4

But while this is so, we are sorry to have
to say that no regard has been paid there-
to, a8 it is a fact that the executious issued
for the fiscal year of 1906, were still in the
nunds of the Sheriff when we examined
nis office, notwithstanding more than |
teen months had expired since the date vt
thelr issue. i

"The Sheriff is reqnired by law, just as
ure the several Magistrates'of the County,
to-make monthly reports in writing to the
Auditor and the Treasurer of all moneys
collected by him on account of-finés and
penaltips during the last month and to
promptly pay over to the County Treasu-
rer all wpneys so collected. This he has
failed to do. ‘ )
. In theaet providing for the appointment
of Magistrates and their Constables in this

serve all processes issued by the Magis-
trate at Abbeville Court House, and he
shall receive the same fges as are now or
may hereafter be allowed for such service.

At that time the Sheriff was paid entire-
ly by fees, since then the law has’been
changed and he is now paid a salary of
Eleven Hundred Dollars, in lieu of fees for
services rendered the County in criminal
matters, )

His interpretation of the law is that he
is entitled to the Eleven Hundred Dollars
and also to all the fees for serving pro-
cesses issued by the Magistrate at this
place which he was accumtomed to collect,
when he was paid nothing in the way of &

In this liberal construction of the law we
understand he is sustained by some of the
Circuit Judges.

This may he a proper construction of the
law, but if so, we are at a loss to know for
what service he ig paid the Eleven Hun-
drbd Dollars,

But while conceding that he,may bé en-
titled to,costs and fees for serving papers
issued by the Magistrate at this place, we

‘| do insist that he is notentitled to collect

costs and fees for serving processes issued
by other Magistrates of the County, which
It appears he has been doing.

Cothian 'Avt, makes it the dufy of the Bher-
Iff and his deputy to enforce the provis-
fons of that Act.

This duty it secrms to us, he should be
willing to perform, as a partial return, at
least, for the Eleven Hundred Dollars
which the County pays him, even though
it were not made his special duty to do so;
but not so, as it appears that in a half
dozen cases wherein he arrested partleg
for ¥iolating the law as laid down in that
act, and took them before Magistrates
Sanders and Stanton, respectively, who
fined said parfies fitty dollars, and costs,
the latter amounting to seven or elght dol-
lars in each case, the Sheriff collected and
retained the costs and only the fifty dol-
lars fine was paid to the County.

Now we have no hesitanty in saying
that he was not entitled to these costs, to
which probebly he would have been, had
these parties been arrested and taken be-
tore the Magistrate at this place.

It we are correct in this opinion, then he
s due the County,on that account, some
forty-five dollare which he should be re-
quired to pay over to. the County Treasu-
rer for the uge of the County.

There seems to be considerable com-
plaint, which we are digposed to regard as
well founded, that the most of our County
officials absent themselves too frequently
from their offices.

The compensation of these officers, espe-
cially those who are paid by salaries in-
stead of by fees, has been largely increased
within the past fewsyears, and while the
duties required of them are pretty exact-
ing, and such ag would require a large
portion of their time If fully discharged,
still we think that In view of the liberal
salaries paid them, the public hus & right
to expect that they either be in their of-
flces in person the greater part of each
week day, or have some competent person
there to attend to the duties of the same.
(Signed)  J. A. GILLIAM,

F. HENRY,
T. GORDON WHITE,
Committee,
CONCLUSION.

In view of the important services ren-
dered the County by Mr. Hill in this mat-
ter and in consideration of the length of
time he was r,‘np:agw.l in the work, we think
he is justly due the sum of one hundred
and twenty-five dollars, ang we therefore
pocomuuend that he be paid that amount.

J, A, GILLIAM, Foreman,

FINE WATCH AND CLOCK REPAIRING.
FINEST REFERENCES.

JULES G. HUG UELET,

Watchmnker and Jeweler,
ABBEVILLE, 8 C.
Office and Repair Department on 21
floor of new Realty Company building,
Agent for a fine dinmond, jewelry
and watch house, Let me sell you &

wholesale prices.

Nupallys Candy always (resh at Milford's
Book Htore.

Uounty, it is stated that the Sheriff shall| Ri

Section 38 of what is known as the Cary-{n

Master’s Sale.

The State of South Carolina,
County\of Abbeville.

Cotirt of Common Pleas.

J. T. Bluck, as Administrator of the -
Estate of Fannie T. Jones, deceased,
Fannie A. Black, Lillian Cason, Kit-
ty ‘Knight, Sadie Patrick, Rbetta
Jones and Bessie Jones, the two last
pamed by J. R. Bluke, theirguardian
adlitem, Pluintiffs, against Rosa
Maxwell, Junie M. Henderson, Car-
rie R. Jones and Victoria D. Lee,
Defendants, ;
By authority of a Decree of Sale by

the Court of Common Pleas for Abbe-

ville County, in“said State, made in
the above stated case, I will offer for

nale, at Public Outery, at Abbeville C,

H., 8. C., on Salesday in Nov., A, D,

1908 within 1he legal hours of rale the

followiug de<cribed laods, to-wit: All

that lot or parcel of land situate, lylng
and being in Abbeville County, in

Hundred Acres, more or less, and

DuBuse, B. A. Boyd and the E-tate’of
Jawes Ed Calhoun, deceased, ‘and
knowun as the Burton tract.

Algo, all that tract or purcel of land
in said Btate and County, coutaining
Three Hundred and Fifty and Three-
Fourthe Aeres, more or less, and bound-
ed by lands of Estate of James Ed Cal-
houn, lands of George Robinson and
lands formerly owned by B. L. Jones,
deceased. }

Alsn, that other piece or parcel of
land in the town of Mt. Carmel in said
State anid County, containing Nine
and One-half Aeres, more or lgss, and
being made up of (wo parcels, one of
niune acres and the other of one-half of
an acre, sall lots are bonnded by lot of
the volored Methodist Chureh and oth-
ers, and froutiug oo the Lowndesville

road, ®
h’mngs OrF SALE—-Cash. Pur-
chaser y for papers.
v R. E. HILL,
' Master A. C., 8. C.»

ment of Schools Funds for the
Scholastic Year 1908-09, .
) : 3 -
[
' -8
ke
Namé £ Distriol. 13| B sk
: Y el R
3 -;S -
clsle | =8 -
Z|Z | &
Corner | $27 16
ldge ] 274 80
‘Lownde-ville,.. .4 L1086 15
Rocky River ... -1 4 21 T8
Fork Basic e 5 93 81
BBX LR s ermsssrgromsinsitios mrivichumiastioit | B 192 48 -
hntlmur 7 54 88
' erey...... 8 607 -
Calhoun Full 9 ]tﬂ'g ’
Mt Unrme .10/ 663 45 -
Wilington A 68 57
RordeaDdX . 12 9 K1
Mol TWICK wviiisniminnissnisens 18] 1348 10
Buililo, N NS 4 412 43
Be'lFI6W cirenrrrares sssssssnnns 15 07 77
Huuvey 146 154
Flal wooaf, J17 328
Bethia 18 #525
Fern Ul icnimmrssrssssrnsosnsossssn | 19 «39 61
Sharon ) 0 78
Huthel, 21 510 84
Abb wilie., 122 5193 71
W.irento .18 160 00
Ral0.....e 24 425 01
Brownle |25 20 T
Lone Foresi.. |26 68 47
ANTEV IR .o isrissmrmssmnsnsssrmsssagresns |91 446 40
Unlon 2 36717
FT L R L R — | Ll
Cold H-Plimt 0 0 0L
Long Cune. .81 540 05
Smitbv lle. .82 660 89
Promise La |88 318 18
Central 34 444 57
Hamn i 178 95
Parks Urees . \...... 258 58
K-‘Dtﬂf‘........%,.‘... & a1
1ae West 1 23
Danalds b0 78
Pineviile 204 05
Vermiilon 144 61
Fondville ............ Yot 08
Nk Grove 287 55.
Brosdmoul 262 59
Jrmis00........ 10v 83
Ry 4 100 80
Winoaon £ 112 59
Young 4 200 M
L T S 176 20
(Uuit a with D, No. 11)
gn : 966 04
Indinn Hin 880 23
D.ake 68 9%
Lebauon 215 48
/ f l <
; R. B. Cheatham,
Co. 8upt. of Efucation, »

Blue Ridge Railway"Co.
Fffective Jannary 5, 1007, ;
No.12 No.10 No.§

.

Wil. ulko stop ul the follow!ng Atatioos snd
take on mnd jet off parsengers—PhinnDey's,
James, Toxawny, Weleb,

J. R. Anderson, Ruperiniendeny

Uhurleston and Western Carolina Ry
Behedule In effect May 31, 1808,

Tally Datly Dailly
Lv Angusta ... 10104m 4 40pm  Glam
Ar M(CormicE....... 1L.536am  6.50pmn  8.13am
Lv McCormice . B.18am
Lv Culhoun Fal 9 Mmm
AT Anderson.. 11.eam
Lv MeCo-micE ... 11.56um 6 30pw
Ar Greenwood . 257pm 7 56pm
AT WaltT100 wuwwes. L28pm
Ar Lsurend .......... 200pm

Ex. Sop.

Lv Laurend......... 2.85pm B.10-m
Ar Fountsino lnop.. 3.17pm 8Zum
Ar Greenville...... 4.00pm  10.204m
Lv Lsurens ... . 23ipm
Ar Woodrufl ......... 8 18pm
AT Spartanborg ... 4 U5pm
Lv spsrinuborg ... Spm (So. Ky.)
Ar Hendervonvilie ' 4dpm
Ar Asbevl e v, 3.80pm
Lv Ashevilie ... T.10am (So.Ry.)
L_%'_E_endenauvnie 8.20am
Lv Spartanburg (C&WC.Ry
Lv Woodrutt . !
Ar Laurenn ... 2.6pm
Lv Greenvil R2Xuvm 4.80pm Kx.sun.
Lv Fouplalo 1 1.03pm 5.25pm
Ar LAUTENR . 14Spm 6.230m
L+ Luureos 9.19pm (C.N.& L)
At Chpotoo .. 4.¥pm
Ar Newberry . 4 200m
Ar Columbla . 4.80pm
Ar Charleston 9.5%2pm
Lv Lavrens.... T8pm U & W.L)
Lv Greeowood... $42pm 6,864
Lv Auderron , i Mpm
Lv Calboun Faul 4,46pm
Ar MeCermick 48pm T1.52'm  5.45pm
Ar Mc(Cormick . 448pm 7 iam 550pm
Lv Anvneta,,.. . Blaom  Hxdem  T35pm

Tr-weerkly Piinee Car Line herween Av-
gurtn wnd Asheville, Trains Nos, 1 and 2
jeave Augusis ‘Tnesdays, Thurrduys snd Bal-
urdays. Leave Asbevlile Mondays, Wednes-

days and Fridaye.

Note—The above arrivals and departures,as

on seeing that he ginmond, wateh or wedding silver 8t| gej) as connections with other companies, are

{ven sd Informalion, and are not guaran=

Ernest Willlams, G, P. Agt., Augusta, Ga,
B. A, Brand, Traffic Manager,

- —

I

-

¥ Eastbound. Dal y Dally Dally

Ex HSnn

Hiatlops— A.M. P.M A M
1@ WAlDAA cirnnisnnese:. 830 B 16 1230
Lv West Unlou... 845 5:0 1340
Lv Henees ... 85 o3 110
Lv Jnraunl B5 540 200
Lv Adnoig, glo 866 298
Lv Cherry’ 913 668 23
Lv Pendietou .. ., 9% ‘810 268
L AQLUD ocinnsens . 938 618 308
Lv Bandy Spribge... . 986 621 818
Lv Denver. s . 04l 69 34
Lv Wesl Anderson . . HBS 640 343
Lv Apder~op (Pags, L1000 645 358
Lv Anderson (Fg'. dep)... 1004 (44 443
AT BelloD..snsnersiirnnnees 1080 715 515
Westbvood, No. 1l No.¥ No.7
Statlous— P. M, A M, A. M.

Liv B 4Il0Dcsrersen sessssssssnnes T80 116 ceviiinin

Lv Andersou (Fut. vepm) T56 1291 ... S
Lv Anderron (Pase, dep).. 759 1221 810
Lv Wesl Andersop.. . BOb 1280 9%
Lv Denver....... 818 1942 s
Lv Sapdy Mpriv 94 1247 85
Lv Aulon ... 896 1249 8BS
Lv Peudl@ob..... . B3 1257 910
Lv Cherr) ' ...... . 844 107 940
Lv Adame. . 847 110 946
Lv Jurdanl g0 I 10.0
Lv Heneen . Q07 130 WIH
Lv West U 925 150 11%0
Ar Wuihnila ... pa 15 1140

pre

the State aforesaid, containing Three *
bounded by lands of Estate of Jamex 3

The Following is the Apportion=




