BBVEDIBEDEVIVIDEDEDED DD IVEDLEEDO

SEgeseseseseseses

PO/ ED

CHAPTER IIL 3

Continued.

“TWomen are easily satisfled when
they know no better; rest assured of
that. Antoinette will know no bet-
ter: also she will be a great protec-
tion to me, she has albout her some

of the mysterious gift—hut I trouble |

you. I stay too long.”

“Rigaud,” said Mr. Denstene,
earnestly, “be advised by me. Do
justice to your child. You have no
right to condemn her to this paltry
life when she has been born te better
things. Believe me, the happiness
will soon compensate you for any sac-
rifice.”

“1 hate the word ‘sacrifice,’ ” said
Monsieur Rigaud; “and, believ> me,
my dear friend, it is totally unneces-
sary. You know the old proverb,
“What the eye doth not see the heart
doth not grieve over.” It Is absolute-
ly applicable to this case. So why
should T not indulge my predilections
for a quiet and unpretentious life?”

“I nave, of course, no right to in-
terfere.”
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«You are very tall and very
strong?” he said, interrogatively.

“Yes, I am both.”

“It is a fine thing to have so per-
fect a physique,” said the old French-
man, rather plaintively. *Nobody
would like to meddle with you.”

“] don't think they would,” said
Arthur, smiling. “Only, of course,
| one may be one against numbers.”

«True. 1 wish I was strong like
you,” he went on; “and I wish my
life were of as little value as yours.
Stay! 1 did not mean that. Do not
be offended.”

“I am not in the least offended,”
said Arthur, laughing. "My life can
certainly not be considered the least
valuable just now. I hope to make it
so in time.”

“ Ah, ves, doubtless,, ol course you
will; bu® meanwhile?”

“Meanwhile it does not matter.”

“Certainly. How well -ou speak.
I have a box, a littla box. It contains
papers of mo value to any one but
myself; to others useless, but to me
inestimable, I went into your room
just now. It was a mistake. I would

The old Frenchman bowed. The |
bow was full of a kind of fine irony |
which irritated Mr. Denstone consid- |
erably. |

“1 have said 21l I can presume to
gay,” he said, rather fiercely.

“T am obliged to you for your good |
advice,” said Monsieur Rigaud; then |
swiftly turning the couversation,
“and more obliged to you still for
your most kind invitation. With
vour permission I return at once to
my hotel, there to pack my clothes,
and I will return this evening before
dinner to install myself under your
most hospitable roof.”

Monsieur Rigaud was just going,
when a sudden thought occurred to
Mr. Denstone, and he strode after
him toward the door.

“Rigaud,” he said, “it has just oc-
curred to me I should like to give
you one word of warning. Do not
deceive yourself with the idea that
when you are at home at Goucy you
can preserve now the strict incognito
that was doubtless possible twenty
years ago. You are a well-known
personage both in London and Liver-
pool, not only for your finanecial
acuteness but for your eunormous
wealth. They tell me the railway
runs through Goucy now. Where the
railway goes, modern civilization fol-
lows. It will be difficult for you to
preserve your reputation for poverty
even in so quiet a spot. Doubtless
your frequent absences have been a
fruitful source of conjecture and gos-
sip in the cafes.”

“Not at all, not at all. 1am known
to be a commercial traveler. I and
my bag have been known on the line
the last thirty years, and as for sus-
picions in the minds of Goucy folks
—Peste! my dear iriend, you who
live in towns can form no idea what-
ever of the obtuseness of country
brains.” |

“I can form a very good idea of the |
acuteness of town brains,” muttered
Mr. Denstone, but he only drew back,
saying half apologetically, “I meant
to throw no reflection on your coun-
try folk, Rigaud.” {

Monsieur Rigaud bowed again, and |
murmuring, My respects to madame,
and entreaties that I may in uo way
derange her,” he went away.

Mr. Denstone turned to Arthur,
who had been seated during the
whole conversation near the window,
apparently engaged in reading the
Times.

“That is a curious study, Arthur,”
he said. “What is your opinion? Is
he mad?”

“No," said his nephew, “not unless
the cupidity of a miser is really a
sort of mania. It is taking complete
possession of him, body and soul
You can see it in his very hands, the
fingers beginning to.crook them-
selves, the tips pointed and claw-like,
the furtive glance over his shoulder.”

“Wretched man!” exclaimed Mr.
Denstone, wvalking up and down the
room. “Did vou ever hear such con-
summate egotism? As to his wealth,
my dear fellow, that man has capital
worth thirty thousand a year at the
lowest possible calculation of inter-
est, and where is it?
Into what is he dissolving it?

“He could not carry about the bul-
lion even were he fool enough to con-
vert it into gold; and I hear of his
closing banking accounts in all cirec-
tions. I wish he were not coming
here. I cannot bear him now.”

“Where can the child be?”

“He said ‘at school.’
that he has the decency to give her
some sort of education at all avents.
As for her fate, shut up at Goucy with

i “Nowhere to put my little box.

Tell me that.

It is a merey

not have intruded for the world, but
I am a man of quick observation. I
could not help seeing you had there
a strong cupboard with a good lock,
a firm, new lock: a mahogany cup-
board.”

“Yes," said Arthur., “it is so.
There is a stout old wardrobe there.
I hang my ceats in it."

“There is nothing of the kind in
my room,” said Monsieur Rigaud.
And
the housemaid looked at it so much.
What sort of a woman is that house-

Cmaid?”

“A very good servant, 1 believe,”
said Arthur, carelessly. “The ser-
vants all are good here.”

“It is a small favor to ask,” said
Monsieur Rigaud. *“That box, might
I leave it in your charge?”

“With pleasure,” said Arthur.
“You shall lock it up there yourself.”

“You are strong, you are young,”
said Monsieur Rigaud, admiringly;
“and those whose lives are of small
value live longest and in most safety.
You are sure it will in no way de-
range you?"

“By no means,” said Arthur, who
could not help inwardly laughing at
the naive rudeness otlthe old French-
man.

“Then let us lose no time,” said
Monsieuns Rigaud, leading the way
upstairs.

He brought in his box, a Dblack
dressing case or dispatch box of
strong leather, strapped and double
strapped and fastened with a Bramah
lock. He put it in Arthur’s cupboard
and nestled it among his boots in the
farther corner. He then locked the
cupboard and deliberately placed the
key in his pocket.

“But stop,” said Arthur. *“Let me
at least get all the clothes I want to-
morrow morning.”

Mounsieur Rigaud gave up the key
very reluctantly, and Arthur good-
naturedly bundled out his clothes,
and, relocking it, returned him the
key. They went downstairs and
found their host and hostess ready
for dinner.

Arthur slept soundly that night,
very soundly, as his vigorous health
and clear conscience enabled him to
do. But about 2 o'clock he awoke
suddenly with the odd sensation that
there was some one in the room.
Arthur had plenty of oresence of
mind. He made no movement, but

|lay perfectly still, and through a
'¢hink in the curtain surveyed what

was passing in his room.

the moon shone in, making a brilliant
white square on the ground, as if a
sheet had been lald on the floor; be-
yond the sguare of light it was black
darkness, only the dim outline visible
of the big mahogany wardrobe with
its door open.

unpatural stillness of movement.
Straining his eyes Arthur fancied he
could make out something—a person
sitting on the floor; but the complete
outline was broken by the open door
of the wardrobe. He held his breath
and watched more closely.

“Good Heavens!” he thought. “So
it was not a delusion of the old fel-

l low's after all. His box was valuable,

and some blackguard is after it.”

He was just about to spring out of
bed when he was arrested in time.
Into the square of moonlight, for one
Lrief instant, came a hand; the light
gleamed on it, and he recognized at
unce the long, lean fingers, with their
sharp, claw-like tips slightly hooked
downward. . It was the old man him-
self,

The tension of Arthur's feelings re-

an old miser for her sole companion,

it is a miserable prospect. Ged heip
her!”

“He must die scme day,” said Ar-
thur.

“Die!” cried Mr. Denstone. “Those
gort of people never die! I must go
and tell your aunt that he is coming
here. She won't like it at all.”

CHAPTER 1V.

Monsieur Rigaud arrived in time
for dinner. He entered the drawing
room, where he found Arthur dressed
first, amusing himself by half-petting,
half-lrritn_ting kis aunt’'s pet pug.
The dog, who wanted to be let alone,
kept making odd little yaps and
snarlings, “Ah, your good uncle
keeps some of these little hounde?”
said Monsieur Rigaud, seating him-
self at some distance fromy Chloe's
black muzzle. *“They are suid to be
g zreat protection.”

“They are only littie useless play-
things of my aunt's,” said Arthur,
smiling. “She is very foid of them:
but as for protection, I doa't rfancy
they are very courageous.”

Monsieur Higaud was iooking fuy-
gively at Arthur's stalwart form.

laxed into something like contempt
rand even a little amusement for the
 present, He was careful not to move;
he was afraid of frightening Mon-
'sieur Rigaud into somé kind of fit.
But the sight soon became grotesque.
{almost ghastly. The old man's face
came into the light. The thin, hooked
nose, the sharply defined black shad-
ows cast on the ground, the old, claw-
like movement of the hands, seemed
to Arthur as if he were watching a
c¢reature half-vulture, half-human,
Then came the sound of his voice,
the low whisper of a man counting
“QOne, 1wo, three, four,” and so on.
Arthur could not see what he was
connting; that was within the black
case: but it was something the old
man loved, for his fingers fondled it,
nis fare lecred and gloated over it.
It seemed interminable, for the count-

ing went on up to hundreds, even
lr:'n:'!h‘:r. when suddenly the close
etruck o, and Monsicur Rigaud start-

{ed so sharply that something in the
| btack hox jingled and rattled. He
| hasuly thrust in a mass of cotton
| weol that he gathered up from the
i darkness beside him, thrust it in,

| amde oll tight, replaced the box, took

The shutters were unclosed and |

Some one was moving with a most |

] away tLe key with him, and departed

with the same extracrdinary silence
with which he had come.

Arthur heaved a sigh of relief as
e door closed noiselessly behind
him. *I ecan't stand this another
night,” he sajd to himself. *If the
old heathen cannot sleep without
counting his treasures, he must
change rooms with me; he shan't
come into mine to do it.”

The next morning at breakfast
Monsieur Rigaud asked Arthur it
anvthing had disturbed him in the
night. He answered “Yes; that he
had been greatly disturbed, but
would explain later.” Monsieur Ri-
gaud's face turned more yellow than
ever, but he changed the subject with
all the grace of a Frenchman apolo-
gizing for having made a mal-apro-
pos remark. When they were alone
Arthur told him that his own sensa-
tions had troubled lLim; that he had
an inward conviction that the casket
left in his charge was of greater
value than he had thought. He was

afraid of the responsibility, and hei

proposed an exchange of apartments.
Monsieur Rigaud accepted with alac-
rity, and from thenceforth to the end
of the week, when he departed, the
Denstones saw little of him. He
spent the whole day in his room,
locking it up with the greatest care
when he was obliged to leave it, and
manifesting so strong a dislike to any
inroad of housemaids that they re-
marked to each other that he was
only going to stay a week, for his
room would be unfit for any respecta-
ble dog to live in, let alone a Chris-
tian!

Arthur, meanwhile, had been gain-
ing in the graces of his new-found
relations, and he would have been
quite happy in tke pleasant consclous-
ness that he was both giving pleasure |
to them and also beginning to help
the severe necessities at home, but

Tood For Poultry.

An experienced poultryman says
three parts of ground sunflower seed
and one part cracked corn is a fine
mixture for fattening poultry. Where
only a smal quantity is grown the
best results are obtained by throw-
ing the heads to the poultry and led
them have the exercise of picking out
the seeds.—Farmers’ Home Journal.

Grow Forage and Feed It.

One of the greatest helps, then, to
the farmer in cheapening the cost of
his crop is the production of forage
of high feeding value and the feeding
jt to cattle, thus adding the cattle to
his sources of income, and from their
manure spread broadcast on his land
increasing the humus content and
furnishing a valuable plant food.—
Progressive Farmer.

Kick the Barn Door.

One writer advises his readers not
to kick the cow when they get mad,
but to go and kick the barn door. A
farmer may be cons#lered insane who
would kick the barn door, but there
is about as much sense and a great
deal more benefit to the cow in so
doing than to give the cow a sound
thrashing for“something she cannot
reason out.—Florida Agriculturist.

To Measure an Acre.

To measure an acre, tie a ring at
each end of a rope, the distance being
sixty-six feet between them; tie a
piece of colored cloth exactly in the
middle of this. One acre of ground
will be four times the length and
two and a half times the width, or

for a letter from Tola which drew |

him back into the region of worries
for the time.

would have grown up untaught and |
neglected; but for her, the mother
would never have been able to sit

down for five minutes. She had had |
not a | to keep the farm horses in a healthy,

‘ thriving condition.

a little disappointment lately,
very great one, but still one that
weighed on her a little. The first
fruits of Arthur’s ten pouhds had
been the long-coveted cashmerd |
gowns for the girls, and one for the
dear mother, too; but, like a true
man, he had followed the advice of
the linen draper's man and had |
bought dress-lengths. Ten yards"
would have amply sufficed for Tola |
and for her mother; but ten yards |
for Janet! that was impossible. Tola |
was the first to see it, and the first to |
suggest a remedy. Janet should have |
five off hers; and the remalning five |
would make a frock for Letty. Janet |
would not have accepted it, but the |
stuff was all cut out by Tola's deft
little fingers before she knew or could
remonstrate.

One person observed it, bat that
was because of the extraordinary per- |
spicacity of his gaze whenever Tala
was concerned. This was the vicar, a |
grave, tall gentleman of nearly forty,
John Irvine by name, who lived with
his mother in St. John's vicarage, |
and was beloved by the poor, and
rather feared than liked by the rich. |
He seemed to know instinctively how
things stood. He would talk to Janet, |
and give her directions as to her |
school teaching and her distriet visit- .
ing; but he never gave directions to :
Tola, and once, when he saw her
large, brilliant eyes looking at him
wistfully when he spoke of some sick
person Janet was to visit, he turned
to her and said, with the rare, sweet
smile that used to lighten up his
grave features: “Grand old George
Herbert would appreciate your life, .
Miss Denstone.”

She did not thank him, but the fine
light came back into her eyes. GShe
thought a good deal of the few words
he said to her, feeling that she was a
little household drudge and he like
some saint of old days.

But though Tola's letters were |
rare, they were gemerally very full
of matter, and this one carried Ar-
thur back at once into the society of
the home circle.

To be Continued.

How Water Acts.

Water contracts as it falis Irom
the mormal boiling point, 212 de-
zrees, until it reaches thirty-nine de-
grees. Below that degree it expands,
and at thirty-two dezrees, the freez-
ing point, it will expand enough to
burst pipes and vessels holding it.

When the pressure of the air is
below normal, water boils at a lower
temperature than 212 degrees. This
is noticed before a rain, when the ba-
rometer shows by a falling mercury
a decreased air pressure. This also
cxplains why water bolls away more
rapidly, quickly or at a lower temper-
ature in the mountains, where the
pressure of the air is less thar on the
seacoast or in the valleys. If sugar
or salt is added to water the temper-
ature of the boiling point is raised a
few degrees. As a rule, as water is
heated it will hold a greater amount
of substance in solution. A familiar
exception -is the fact that ice water
will dissolve twice as much lime as
poiling water. At the other extreme
boiling water will dissolve seventeen
times as much saltpetre as will cold
water. Bul water varies in its solv-
ent powers regardless of heat, One
pound of water will hold two pounds
of sugar in solution, but only two
ouneces of common salt.

All in Sixes.
A peculiar run in sixes occurred ir
the County Clerk’s office recently!

Thomas Albury—you will notice sis:

letters in each name—drew $6 in fees
on September G, 1906. The number
of the case on which the fees werae
drawn was 49,666, and it was in
docket 60. He recepted for it in
cash book 6, page 666.—Columbus

Dispatch.

Curious Korean Animal.

A countryman reported that a curls
ous animal had appeared in the dis-
tarict of Chungwha. It has long hair
and is different from anything De-
fore “seen there. It roams through
the villages at night, and many do-

Tola did not often |
write; she had really more on her |
hands than she could get through |
properly; but for her, the little ones |

the equal of sixteen rods one way and
ten rods the other, making the full
acre 160 square rods. Keep the rope
dry so it will not stretch. A rod is
sixteen and a half lineal feet. An
acre is 4540 square yards, or 43,560
square feet.—American Cultivator,

The Farm Horse,.
I find it is cheaper in the long run

Neglect sooner
or later is apt to bring on heavy cost.

Poorly ventilated and damp stables
are liable to bring on coughs and

! colds and other diseases.

Regularity in feeding is more im-
portant than I used to think it was.
If horses are disappointed by failure
to feed them at the proper time they
become uneasy and do not thrive so
well, while irregular feeding with
difierent kinds of food is more liable
to bring on colic and indigestion.

* The food should be regulated ac-
cording to the work dome. A great
deal of food is wasted through the
winter by overfeeding and careless
feeding.—J. C. C., in the American
Cultivator.

Money in Goed Management.

By having good pasture as many
months in the year as possible, one
will be abl®to carry his dairy cows
through the twelvemonth at small
cost, and they will supply fertilizer to
Improve the plowed part of the farm.
Supposing that one-half or one-third
of the farm was used for cultivated
crops with such management, it
would be possible to make that one-
half or one-third yield as much net
profit as all the farm under the sys-
tem of farming that is all too common
now, and the direct profit from the
pasture or dairy would remain as so
much extra profit. That good man-
agement would materially aid in the
paramount problem of fewer acres

land more bales, bushels or tons per
acre, with more net profit got more

certainly.—Progressive Farmer.

5

Wit Rats,

My experience quite agrces with
the remedy of H. C. B., which you
published recently. For readers who
have not complete files this seems
worth repeating. It is a radical and
absolutely clean cure, as follows: In
n dwelling the rat holes will be found
In the cellar against the foundation
wall, and be sure to find all the holes
and pour into and around each one a
good sapply of pine tar, not coal tar.
In forty-eight hours there will not
be a single rat in the house, and they
can be kept out by replenishing the
tar when it becomes hard. A two-
quart can of tar will keep the house
clear for a twelvemonth. The writer,
many years since, drove out and kept
out of his house a great body of rats
for all the years he lived in that house
after he learned how.—A. J. P, in
the Country Gentleman.

TFarm Tools Lost.

Many farm tools are lost because
the farmer has no definite place to
keep them and could not find-them
when wanted. These lost tools often
come to light in course of time unless
spoiled by rust and neglect. Many
an implement has to be replaced In
a year or two which would have
lasted a long time if given proper
care. Besides the injury to the tools
it is probable that most farmers
waste more time searching for tools
that are wanted for use than would
amount to the damage done to tools
by neglect. It is not difficult to get
into the habit of keeping each tool
and implement in a convenient place
and returning it to that place after
use. It is much easier to walk a con-
siderable distance toone known place
tkan it is to go here and there in the
attempt to locate a tool that has no
place in particular for storage.—
Armerican Cultivator,

ettt

Pure Food TITor Animals.
George B. McCabe, solicitor of the
| Department of Agriculture, remarks
that the national pure food law is for
th= benefit of beasts as well as hu-
man beings. The following example
is cited: Suppose a farmer living in
Indiana, near Chicago, should haul
his hay into the Illinois metropolis
for marketing. Suppose. also, that
this farmer claims his hay to be tim-
othy. If he sells it under this claim
and the purchaser discovers that the
hay contains red top the farmer is lia-
ble to prosecution under the pure
food law. Quite proper. Likawise,
presumably, the faithful horse who

mestic animals have been carried off

by it.-~—Korea Daily News.

at the dinner hour finds shoe pegs
! served, when the menu calls for oats,

will have quite as good a ground of
complaint under the law as the un-
suspecting housewife upon whom the
unscrupulous peddler foists nutmegs
made of basswood. In this war on
the sale of fraudulent foods let no
guilty man escape.—Rochester Demo-
crat and Chronicle.

Pork Raising.

To sum up the few essential ele-
ments involved in profitable pork pro-
duction they include good quality in
the breeding stock, as the pure-bred
sire is the farmer’s best friend'in all
live stock breeding, although some
do not realize this fact and think that
a common-bred sire will do as well.
The pure-bred sire is prepotent and
will have a uniform class of offspring.
possessing quality, while the other
will impress or intensify upon his off-
spring lack of quality or perfection
and the difference in the price of the
two will not justify the results.

Provide range, an abundance of
grass and succulent feed, a well bal-
anced ration, regularly fed, also char-
coal, ashes and salt and an abund,
ance of pure water. If not blessed
with natural shade in the summer
provide it. Have dry, clean, comfort-
able pens, with abundance of sun-
light, stock kept free from vermin,
good troughs and clean feeding floors,
and success invariably will be the re-
ward.—R. E. Roberts, Corliss, Wis. !

Crimson Clover.

Can it be sown in summer in grow-
ing corn, to plow under the follow-
ing spring, without injuring the corn?
J. B. A., Logansport, Ind. Answer:
Yes. Sow ten pounds of seed per
acre immediately preceding the last
cultivation. If that is done with an
implement with eight or ten moder-
ate sized teeth, similar to a spring-
tooth cultivator, it will be better than
if the last cultivation is given by an
implement having fewer and larger
teeth. Ordinarily, clover seeds sink
into the ground and grow without
being coverad, but at the season when
it is proposed to sow it the ground
may be dry, and heavy rains may not
supply sufficient moisture; therefore
it is best either to harrow or culti-
vate in the seed, although succesd
frequently comes by sowing imme-
diately after the cultivator when
heavy rains quickly follow the sow-
ing. It will not injure the corn ta
any appreciable extent. We are in-
clined to bzlieve that the shade thq
clover furnishes is a compensation for
the moisture and plant food which
the roots take from the soil. Fre-
quently this crimson clover is killed
during late winter and spring, but
this need not discourage you from
sowing it, since the quantity of nitro-
gen and other plant food which it will
gather or set free for the use of fol-
lowing plants is very large, although
there may be no clover in May to
plow under, If it lives through
the winter nicely, so much the bet-
ter. The seed may be sown from
horseback, the horse being muzzled
if the cora is tall.—Country Gentle-
man.

Chicks Dying in the Shell.
It is nearly time for those who
have incubators to begin to put them
to work. The papers and incubator
catalogues are full of reports of won-
derful success with incubators, and
there must be good results as a rule
or people would not buy them, but
we seldom hear of the failures. Mrs.
Gomperts, writing to the Florida
Poultry Journal, gives a bit of her
experience as follows:
My experience with incubation
may be of benefit to some one. I
would be glad if some one else would
try it and make a report through our
paper, in order that notes on results
might be compared, perhaps- profit-
ably for all of us.
I can't remember just how many
infertile ezgs I had—fifteen, I think.
They were eggs I ordered, and I was
afraid I would get them too hot, so I
run the incubator rather low.
I have noticed that when I run the
incubator a little high—that is, a lit-
tle past the mark—and had plenty of
moisture I got better hatches.
Every fertile egg, except three,
hatched one time, and every one ex-
cept five at =nother time. These were
my best and they were hatched when
it was warm and I kept the tempera-
ture up as high as I dared.

I take time in turning and cooling
eggs., I leave them out and then
leave the door open, unless it is cold
until I trim and fill the lamp. Then
1 bring the temperature up slowly,
but surely.

Now, I do not mean that I run the
temperature as much as one-half de-
gree higher than the directions, but
full up to a hair's breadth past the
mark which is given in the instruc
tion book with your machine. I firm-
ly believe that low heat is one cause
of egg weakness. I always turn the
eggs twice daily from the day thej
are laid until the day before they are
hatched.

Maine's Wasted Wood.

There are 15,000 cords of wood al
a modest estimate going to rot in
York County, sccording to John Mer-
serve, the agent for the Biddeford
Record, who knows every crossroad
and about every farm in the county.
This wood is left by the portable mill?
in the shape of tops. It is not cut
up, because it would cost more than
it is worth to haul it to market, so it
lies there rotting on lots stripped by
the portable mills. Mr. Merserve
says that he was offered as much ag
he wanted of oak, maple and beech
tops for sixty cents a cord. In soms
cases, where the stripped lots are
near enough to make it worth while
farmers are saving their own wood
and cutting up this refuse for fuel,
paying twenty-five cents a cord. In
one lot over in Lyman he estimates
that there are 500 cords of good wood
zoing to waste.—Kennebec Journal.

The Alternative.

The milk dealer, fined for selling a
watered article, protested.

“\Why,"” he exclaimed, indignantly,
aif T didn't water the milk half cf
my customers wouldn't get any."—
Philadelphia Ledger.

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

INTERNATIONAL_ LESSON COM-
MENTS FOR FERRUARY 2.

Bubject: Jesus the Saviour of the
World, John 3:1-21 — Golden
Text, Johin 3:16—Commit Verses
14-16—Commentary.

TIME.—A. D. 27. PLACE.—Jeru-
salem.

EXPOSITION.—I. Look and Live,
14, 15. Nicodemus was the teacher of
Israel (v. 10, R. V.) and yet he did
not know the fundamental truth
taught in the Old Testament as well
as the-New, namely, the doctrine of
t¥& new birth. But do all the teach-
ers in the church know it even now?
There was no speculation or guess
work about Jesus' own teaching. He
could say, “We speak that we do
know and bear witness of what we
have seen' (v. 12, R. V.). Nicodemus
had asked Jesus, “How can these
things be?” (v. 9). In the 14th and
15th verses Jesus answers Nicodemus'
question how. He pointed him to
how Moses lifted up the brazen ser-
pent, made in the likeness of the fiery
serpent that had bitten the people, on
the pole (Num. 21:6-9). Just so,
God has lifted Jesus, made sin for us,
on the cross (Rom. 8:3; 2 Cor. 5:21;
Gal. 3:13; John 12:31, 32). All the
Israelite bitten by the fiery serpent
had to do to find life was simply to
believe in the power of the serpent
on the pole to heal and to show his
faith by just looking. So all we have
to do is simply to believe in the power
o’ Jesus, made in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh and lifted on the cross, to
heal, and to show our faith by just
looking. As soon as the Israelite
looked he had life in his veins instead
of death. So we have death in us
until we look, but the moment we
really look to Jesus, believe on Him,
tnen we have lile coursing in our
veins; life—spiritual life— takes the
place of death, we are “born again.”
Cf. John 1:12, 13. The whole secret
of the new birth lies in these taree
words, “Look and live." The moment
we look, we are in Christ Jesus, “'Old
things are passed away. Behold all
things are become new” (2 Cor.
5:17). There are two alternatives
open to every man: Believe and have
eternal life; doubt and perish. Any
one who believes will obtain eternal
life. Any one who doubts will perish
(ef. Mark 16:16; John 3:36).

II. Why Jesus came, 16-21. Verse
16 has probably been used to the sal-
vation of more persons than any
other verse in the Bible. It contains
the Gospel in a nutshell. (1) The
need of salvation—''shall not perish."
(2) The origic of salvation—God’s
love. (3) The ground of salvation
—the death of Christ (God gave His
only begotten Son). (4) The condi-
tion of salvation—*believeth on
Him.” (5) The recipients of salva-
tion—'"Whosoever believeth.” (6)
The results of salvation. (a) Shall
not perish. (b) Shall have eternal
life. The verse also contains a mar-
velous revelation of God's love. (1)
The objects of God’s love—"the

world.” (2) The character of God's
love: (a) Great—holding nothing
back. (b) Self-sacrificing—giving

His very best. (¢) Holy—not for-
giving sin without an adequate ex-
pression of His hatred of it. (3)
The manifestation of God's love, in
the gift of His only begotten Son.
(4) The purpose of God's love—to
gave. (5) The result of God's love
—whaosoever believes gets everlasting
life. Verses 14 and 15 were spoken
by Jesus Himself. He speaks of
Himself, as He usually did, as the
“Son of Man.” Verse 16 is spoken
by John, and he speaks of Jesus as
the “only begstten Son.” It is com-
mon teaching nowadays that Jesus
was the Son of God only in the sense
that all men are sons of God, but the
Bible clearly teaches that He was the
Son of God in a sense that no other
i3 the son of God. Jesus claims this
for Himself (Mark 12:6, R. V.; John
5:22, 23; 14:9). God sent His Son
into the world to save it—not to con-
demn it (v. 17), but wnoever will not
receive Jesus is condemned, and con-
demned already. If we fall in with
God's purposes, then we are saved.
1f wa reject God’'s purposes of love,
then He who came to save but bringa
the greater condemnation (cf. Heb.
10:28, 29). The one who rejects
Jesus is condemned ALREADY. It
is not so much that the wrath of God
is coming upon thoss who reject Jesus
Christ at some future time, the wrath
of God, the intense displeasure of
God, already hangs over every one
who rejects Jesus. If we continue te¢
reject, the wrath of God will ablde
on us (v. 36). The moment we ac.
cept Jesus, we step out from under-
neath the dark thunder cloud of
God's wrath into the bright sunlight
of God’'s favor. God aimed to save
the world. He made provision for
the salvation of the world, but only
those that accept the salvation are
actually saved. Jesus is in a sense
ihe Saviour of all men (1 Tim. 4:10).
By His death He made propitiation
for the whole world (1 John 2:2, R.
V.). He provided the ground upon
which God could deal in mercy and
does deal in mercy with every mem-
Ler of the human race, but He is es-
pecially the Saviour of those who be-
lieve. They alone appropriate to
themselves and therefore enjoy in
full the salvation which Jesus pur-
chased by His blood (Rom. 3:25, 26).
The condemnation that comes on the
one who does not believe is just and
inevitable. He has chosen darkness
rather than light. The only begotten
Son came, the incarnation of all the
perfect attributes of God, and he
would not have Him. What a man
does with Jesus shows what the man
iz at heart. What a man chooses al-
ways shows what a man is. If we
choose truth, then we are true. If we
choose falsehqod, then we are false.
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Tunberculosis May Make Criminals.

That insanity, eriminal tendencies
and idocy may be caused by tubercu-
losis either in its ineipient or ad-
vanced stages, is the statement made
in Philadelphia by Dr. D. J. McCar-
thy, expert criminologist and one of
the heads of the Henry Phipps Insti-
tute for the study, treatment and pre-
vention of tuberculosis. "A pre-
viously moral and upright man may
become irresponsible and immoral, ot
even criminal, through the ravages
of tuberculosis,” said the doctor.
“*And these mental diseases in many
cases appear menths and sometimes
vears before the tuberculosis condi-
tion becomes apparent.”

Utes Consent to Work.

Colonel Frank West, in charge for
the Government of the Ute Indian
situation at Thunder Butte, 8. D.,
reports to Omaha army headquarters
that the Indians hgve consented to
accept employment n the Milwaukee
Railroad for the winter.

New Census of Cubans.
The population of Cuba is now
1,760,000, according to the late ven-
BUS,

.pathetic spectacle of classes of men

A DESIRE,

Oh! to have dwelt in Dethlehem,
When the stars of the Lord

k

shone

bright
To have sheltered the holy wat:nder«lers
On that blessed Christmas night!
To have kissed the tender, way-worn feet
Of the mother undefiled, :
And with revent wonder and deep delight
To have tended the Holy Child.

Tush! Such a glory was not for thee:
But that care may still be thine;

For are there not little ones still to :ud,
For the sake of the Child divine”

Are there no wandennghpllg'nmn now,
To thy heart and thy home to take”

And are there mo mothers whose weary

Y cane fort for .Jesus' sake?
an comfort for .Jesus ce?
ou cam <o —Adelaide Proctor.

Mission of the Strong to the Weak.

We then that are strong ought to
bear the infirmities of the weak, and
not to please ourselves.—Romans,
15:1.

Here is an easy classification of
men. Some are strong—the few
comparatively. The majority are
weak. And the strength or weakness
here referred to is not physical, but
social, intellectual, moral, spiritual. -

This scripture enjoins that men
with such strength are not here tor
please themselves, to nurse their
strength, to husband it simply for
their own good, but they must expend
it in behalf of men who are shorn of
power or advantage. To put it com-
cretely, broad shoulders should stoopr
to bear the burdens thdt break the-
bending backs of the weak.

But the reply comes hack—Iet each:
man bear his own burden, each man
dv his duty, each man be faithful and'
true, then the fidelity of each wWilF
create a paradise for all. There
would be no sorrows in the world
save those of a lighter kind. But
every man, for various reasons, does
not take care of himself, and this
{s the alternative which the strong
man, and especially if he is a Chris-~
tian man, is cailed npon to meet. *

Is it not true that society and Jaw
are perpetually taxing the faithful.
orderly and Intelligent to discharge-
the arrears of the vicious, the un-
serupulous, the idle cnd the ignorant?
Whence come the revenues of the
State to prosecute great criminal 2
trials? What supnorts courts of fus--
tice. schools, asylums and peniten-- &3
tiaries? Are they not maintained by =
the industrious, virtuous, well to do- 0!
slasses of society? One-half of the- =
machinery and work of all govern-- -
ment is but the combined effort and =
outlay of good and just men to repair:
the mischiefs of the bad and unjust -
and to afford in our various public -
institutions—the court. the prison,.
the school, the board of health, even -
the chnrech—wholesale substitutes for-.
Individual fidelity. Look at it anyv .-
way you please, society is a joint®
stock company where the strong have -
to bear the infirmities of the weak.

We are confronted in these days
with an exaggerated. overgrown in-
dividualism. We notice at times the-

Hh

rising to do battle in behalf of the-
happiness and advantage of the lesg:
fortunate, only to withdraw from' the-
sontest when they shall have achleved
greater advantage for themselves.
But not all are that way. Many, an :
ever increasing number, are making -

their hearts great magazines of kind--
ness, using their surplus means and Jé
leisure for God's weak, weary and 8
worn children, pouring out their @73
health, their wealth, their mind and ; ’
soul in coplous beneficence for they

snrichment of our common life. To4gy
bear the burden of the weak is the 3
very core of the Christian life. Not FSS
an intellectual belief within, not a §
form of worship without, but sympa-
thetie, self-sacrificing helpfulness be-
tokens the Christian life. He is the
Christian man who is endeavoring to-
cleanse his own soul as a temple, to-
free it from all egotism and selfish-
ness; makes the most of his faculties A
and resources, and then, seeking out
the most urgent needs of his fellow
men, applies his powers and advan- =~}
tages .to the satisfaction of those &
needs.—The Rev, Willlam C. Stinson,
Bloomingdale Church, New York
City, in the Sunday Herald. e

Rough Haudling a Bad Habit.

That which is wholly bad has no
claim to gentle treatment. There ir
no gain, but loss always, in even tem-
porary compromise with any enemy
of our spiritual life. Commenting on
Paul's statement that “they that are
of Christ Jesus have crucified the
flesh with the passions and the lusts
thereof,” Professor Riddle notes that
the word for “crucified” here means
“put to a violent death.” There is
no other safe way to handle the jead-
1y enemies of our life in Christ. It is
a foolish and dangerous procedure to
try to “taper off” with a bad habit.
Some physiclans may mistakenly
counsel a man to try it, but they are
leaving out of the reckoning a Physi-
cian whose knowledge and healing
power are greater than theirs. Christ
can and will enable every man to put
to a violent death, to-day, any habit
or passion or lust that is sapping his
eternal life. But self must ke crucified
at the same time.—Sunday-School ~
Times.

The Genuine Christ-Life. Lo
Religion is inspired by heavenly
love; and life is something fresh and
cheerful and vigorous. To forget
self, to keep the heart buoyant with
the thought of God, and to pour
forth this continual influx of spiritual
health heaverward {in praise and
earthward in streams of blessing—
this is the essence of human, saintly
and angelic joy; the genuine Christ-
life, the one life of the saved, on
earth or in heaven.—Lucy Larcom.

Taking God's Promises in Vain.

“I should no more dare to fret than
to curse and swear,” said John Wes-
ley. A writer in commenting on thie
remark justifies Wesley by saying
that to swear is to take God's name
in vain, and to fret is to take God's
promises in vain. Real the Bible to
find its “fear nots,” and see how
often God uses these words in speak-
ing to His children even in the midst
of danger and sore trouble. Resting
on the promises is far wiser, far
nobler than fretting; it is living with
“God o'erhead.”"—The Wells ring.

Stork Carrled Eighteen Pounds.

A baby daughter, weighing eigh<
teen pounds, has been born to Mrs.
Frank Squires, wife of a farmer liv-
ing near Washington, Ind. The at-
tending physician and other doctors
say the child is a record breaker for
weight, It is well proportioned,

Eradication of Prickly Pear.
The Government of Queensland,
Aunsiralia, has decided to offer a re-
ward of $50,000 for the eradication
of prickly pears in the State,



