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Subject: The

Message o

Capital.

Brooklyn. N. Y.—Speaking at the
Irving Square Presbyterian Chureh
on the the me, “The Messaze of Christ
to Capital,” the Rev. 1. W. Hender-
01, pastor. took as his texi Matihew

7:12, “Therefore, all things whatso-
ever _\t would that men should do to
vou. do ro vven so to them.” He
eaid:

Labor and eapital. The great cor-
related facts of the economic life ot
to-day, as throughout all ages they
have been, wre labor and eapital
But though they are correlated, cap-
ital is of sccomdary importance. ln
bor is eentral. In
ox society labor and capital
with reason be allowed to pos-

may Rt
gess an almost equal ;rrm.u.u of im-

lf"l!!h‘l!lht svsien.
But o n kow influentinl and
how powerd ! {""M 1l may oecome it
ean never usurp the ceatral, primal,
fundamental, ultimate pesition of
labor in the cennomic affairs of man.

The econnmic tendency of to-day
upon the side of capital is toward
centralizaticn. toward combination,
toward ¢ ntrotion. With this ten-
deneyr toward ceairalization we have
the s + of immense corpora-
tions <ifted with a chartered power
at the hamis of a spvereign people.
And these corporations are engaged,
many of then:, in the exercise of this
in endeavors to ceutrol th»

portance the

power

ouiput of the necessities of life; di-
rect and govern ihe muriteis of the
world. 'md dictate prices for the
necessaries of life withont due

zard to 1'1|'1u~- or to the univer
laws, very 1 . of supply and de-
mand. TI ire cood .u:l there aro
evil resuii y e exnected and to be
found in tbhz <couomic trend of our

dav. o
The dangers of this economie ten-
dency so for os capital is concern

and the first dang
tralization of wenlth
of capital beyond
shall Gave
cle in
The daz-
* in which

are many fold;
Is, that i the ¢
and the incre
the bounds of safeiy.
two different and distinel
the social life of our iaud.
ger is, that, with a sociery
there shall he, in effect, but
classes of men, we shall have a re-
turn, in an economic way, to the un-
healthy coaditions of the igudal re-
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cime. The donger is that, npuu ihe
one hand, we shail have the em-
plover, on the other hand, the eu-

ploye; on the one hand, the
money and, on the other, the salaried.
The danzer is that, on ihe one hand.

we shall have a class of independent |

and, he other, &

adent

o
retajners,;

mass of ¢
one hand,
the woiher,

The
porate
G:'\";- *1

o Wage wWorkers,
:d danger is
tration. By viriune
1 enactments a Corpor
composed of persond
wnality
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sponpsibility
reieased, by
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iliilf from that
@ (:: personal duty which i3
incumie aind felt upon the part
the individral man th a personal
relation 1o the law and to trade, ilea
become the enginecers of a lu“<
mechanism. Humanity is lost i oo
machinery ¢l commercial life.
Another donger eof the eccnomic
tendency on ithe part of capital to-dayr

liveiy sens

is that, by virtue of its immense JPOW- i
ers, it shall grow up as a State within ;

a State. WWith the numberless and
increazing ramifications aud alliances
of our lerger corporations there has

grown up an alarming  situation.
Take, for instance, the

corporation in the lazd,
valuable the publie serviees of this
corporation may have been; howeve:
imporicnt its coniributions to soti-
ety, as a leader in the marck of t"a.df‘
may be adrnidtted to be; hkowever
much we max praise it for the man:f
excellopeics which it possesses, we
cannot escana the fact that it stands
to-day, as do many othsr corpora-
tions, as a danger to the public w
fare and as u possible enemy to the
common weal. The ramifieatibns, the
business alliances, the political coali

tions of this one corporaiion ara g0
diverse, so Natlun wide, so stupei-
dous as to be almost past belief. All
this is wise from the standpoint of 2
pure commercial life, Thereisuuvibing
inherently wrong in such & conditi
of afiairs i the correiztive pow
which it brings be exercised with

i
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eousness, Eut
influence and capzaceity for good or for
ill should Liecome vested in the hands

of unscrupunlous men the dauger to !

our civil liberty would be very real,
If, in the course of time, the power
of such corporations should become
the property of unjust and ungodly

1en, whose erezd should be selfish-
ness and whose commercial aim
should be directad toward the satis-
faction of unbridled self-interest, im-
mediate and intense iniquity would,
of sequence, result. The danger
these American people lies not in the
strenzth cf militery force: not in an
unselfish imoerialism which strives
for the amaslioration of the peoples
of the islands of the sea: but in the
unhely use of dishonest nower by im-

morai and couscieneeless m=n of
wealth.,  Then will be realized the
pronliecy of the State within the
Staze. T i1l eome the test of

capital, made ¢ cant with weanlth,
in the lisis against the Governmental
authority.

It does  not  necesgarily follow,
whatever m o Gur feurs, that com-
bhination por =e i evil. Combination

is a nateral and alogieal result of
the ronditions under which we live
Anvthing, w er its name, which
lizt lub:oy, enlarges efficiensy, and

iue the impetus of commercial
life, is of value to humanity at large
Impersonality betore the iaw is no
in itself an unmitigated evil if so be
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the men who manage corperations do |

nni forzet humanity and God. Com-
binations aud corpurations are bene-
ticial o lovrg os they are good.,

it also does not follow, necessawly,
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wealth holders and, on
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dividual re- f
ned and men are!
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mest notod
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eye single toward the light of right-
if ever this ennormous '’
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making capacity ol
the individual; buf to destroy a man's
ability to exercise his finaneial in-
stinet is pot 1o destroy the map. In-
dividuality is not a matier so nuch
of meney us of mind, heart, and soul.
Aud any svetem which permirs men
to enjoy a larger epjertunity tor the

cuieut the money

exercise of 111\11' intellectual, moral
and spiritual cuapacities, and which
enables  humanity  to realize in a

larger Tashion the fuloess of human
personality upou every side. must be
valuabletomankiud. Righiteonscoms-
bination will afferd opportunity for
Pall the faculties.
of to-day is an insuls,

of Almighty God.
it emphasizes is our
| eapacity and desire to make morey.
And however valuabla money may
| be znd however much we may all
peed it, this is the ecternal trnth of
God, that that system whiech empha-
sizes this side of man's natuve al-
most to the stultifving orf his mental,
ethical and spiritual characteristics s
o thing of shn.

| The message of Christ to capital.
E And what is this gospal? 1i I under-
i stand the truth of Cod unto men of
wealth as it has been revealed unto
us in Jesns Christ our Lord, it is this,
that money is a trust; that wealth 7
a tzalent: that the possession of
traordinary ability for financial sue-

in the image
About all that

ress and commercial leadership is a
| gift of God compelling inescapable
cduties upon those so Ul d and en-
foreing tremendons obligations. A

v iz to be ussd noi unio
fon of hls selfish desires
not

11an’s
the satisi;
| hut for i
| 10 be trea !

[ to be considered as machinegs, Bear-
IiI:;.': in mind the admonition of our
L}

Loed, “What=oever ye would that

men hould do unto yon, do ye even

g0 19 them.” men of financial and
| eommercial prominesce should re-
cmember that even the humb! man
| ix : persanality and pot o mechan-
(dsm: that even a labhorer is a child of
e livine God, M ihere are any men

| who shonll have patiencs, foroear-
| aunce, chavity, loving kindness,

| derness, conypassion with and for the
]

!

men who toil, they are the nien who

in the pr:nriden::u of Ged are su-
 premeir endowed with the fulness
rand the Tatuess of the good things of
Vlfe.  Toois the busicess, as, under

Cod, it shouid be the happiness, of
| eur men of means and of commercial
| yminenee to study the comfort, to

1anee the jor, to foster the educa-
 tion, to assist the moral and spiritual

]' npliftment of the man who is work-
ing for a wage. Their delight it

v =hoald be, as it 1s their duty, to
ligitten labor and to increaze wages
1o the utmost limit that “he economic
conditions wihich are existent will al-
They should see that the toiler
' hias free lhours, sufiicient and often

+h not ouly for rest, but also for

ow.

recreation,  Men do not ask
3 18, they simply desire a chance
“rd an opportunity to do something
more thun exist—io live. In the
¢ days of Afriean b

no worse, tio
1t, conditions,
terizethe inhuma
s that is a feature of the
em of to-day.,  Multits
men eke out but @ bare and, at
a niserable existence, as the
laborious and often-
. teil; while those who

were

IlLlL‘

'i:l-z,

it of houest,

and, many

timez, in super-
and ant indifference to
neads of men. The messaze of
“hrist to the man of wealth is a call
i fu, se ness, sz2li-sperifice and hon-
st philasthropr.

The greur need of capital to-day is

L E'l".lll'l

arror:

an ipstilletion in its heart of the prin- |

ciples and the
character and
Jesus Christ

sound  esnie commercial
e wisely
sibly, expect a true development of
our commers lifz without the pres-
caee of His rruth as the guiding and
con "nll.'}'.-. fagtor in the heuarts and
“ihe minds and the gouls of our men of
W Filled with the spirit of

personality, ot The
convictions  of
NLGL Lops

We en
of

cannot,

aR
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(5L hey will love raen; aud love
iy i, w2 suell have no fear.

A Mistake Frequently Made.

Frofesszr I, Erouardel in an ade
e the measures adopted hy
ont nations for the prevention

sumntion, calls atteution to a
ake made in the different coun-
tries by ministers who have the
(eharge of the financial department
ol the Stuie. He savs they like to
cileulate the sum the State gets from
the duty on aleohol, hut they should
dduet from It the cost to the com-
munity of the familyv of the ruined
drunkard, his degzenerate, infirm,
| serofulous and epileptic children, who
must he This invasion of

! ave shelter.

j::}r-nlmli.cm tight to be regarde® by
| everyone as u public danzer, and (his
y prineiple, the trath of whieh is i.con-
t=stable, should be inculeared into
cihe masses, that the futers of the
P world will be in the hands of the
icmperate,

he Ever-Present Sancetuary.

and
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|} Wheraver you are, there is the
 plaes of praver,  Yon have to t:ke
P pilarimage to o farpway shrine,
Pucither have von 1o ask the perniis-
| sing of ']1-\ niiest to ensor the snered
"piecine The \-1l W rent in the
| hour nt' i and yon
Bave e at all
| times, 10 the geevet plues of the Most
i o You may cowae 1o that morey
! fhl‘ in tie hour of
|

More Welcome Than Moncey.
The past is writien, the future is
Levond our centrol, but to-day is
onrs, aml is an epovortunity 1o bes
staw g gift which will e more wel-
cowme than suy which moeaey can pur
chase. There should be no guess-

that the possession of zrear wealil: ]wn'.".{, concerning affection: "make it
Is a erime. Wealth is a sin only when ; plain,” “write it lnrge”  Silence is
it is unrichteousiv zequired or iu-i olden  when it represses Litier
humanly evpended and used. The | words or izuorant comment. but it
man who hecomes rich in righteous- | sinks like lead into the heart which
ness is an honor to the Common- | has a tvight 1o expecet tender and
wealth. The wman who spends his | trustiul utterances.—Christizn Ad-

ay

mabilie ¢ond is
Bui

substance in a deeont
regard for the
to the Siate.

a credil
Lud wen whos:
wealth is result  of  maliciou:
depredations upon the nublie, ant
wiose monevs are expernded inoun-
clean wavs, are pnhlic eriminals and
disgraces to humanity. It also daoes
not follow necessarily that a system
of corporate combination destroys in-
fividuality. It may destroy to some

with due

voecate.

Response to Prayer.

| There is 1o true prayver without
[ Eome response.  Invisible wires from
| heaven 1o earth are ever vibrating
with divine hlessings, and when
praver touches them the electric
stream of Ioave enters the soul.—

Newman Hall,

tell- |

ages live in splendor, af- |

The individualism |
in ihe last an- |
alvsis, to personalities wio are made |

for a |

aud sen- |




