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'REV. DR. TALMAGE.

SUNDAY’S SERMON IN THE NEW
YORK ACADEMY OF MUSIC.

Subject: **Shamgar’s Oxgoad.”

TexT: ‘“‘After him was Shamgar, which
slew of the Philistines 600 men with an ox-
goad.”" —Judges iii., 31.

One day while Shamgar, the farmer, was
plowing with a yoke of oxen, his command
<2 whoa haw ges was changed to the shout
of battle. Philistines, always ready to make
trouble, march up with sword and spear.
Bhamgar, the plowman, had no sword and
would not probably have known how to
wield it it he had possessed one. But fight
he must or go down under the stroke of the
Philistines, He had an oxgoad—a weapon
used to urge on the lazy team; a weapon
about eight feet long, with & sharp iron at
one end to punoture the beast and a wide
iron chisel or shovel at the other end with
which to scrape the clumps of soil from the
plowshare. Yet with the iron proog at one
end of the oxgoad and the iron scraper at
the other it was not such a weapon as omne
would desire to use in battle with armed
Philistines. But God helped the farmer, and
leaving the oxen to look after themselves he
charged upon the invaders of his homestead.

3omeof the commentaries, to make it easier
for Shamgar, suggest that perhaps be led a
regiment of farmers into the combat, his
oxgoad only one of many oxgoads. But the
Lord does not need any of you to help in
making the Secriptures, and Shamear, with

the Lord on his side. was mightier than 600.

Philistines with the Lord against them. The
battle opened. Shamgar, with muscle
strengthened by open airand plowman’s and
reaper's and thrasher's toi], uses the onl
weapon at hand and he swings the oxgoa
up and down and this way and that, now
stabbing with the iron prong at oneend of it
and now thrusting with the iron scraper at
the other, and now bringing down the whole
weight of the instrument upon the heads of
the cnemy. The Philistines are in a panic
and the supernatural forces come in and a
blow that would not unaer other circum-
stances have prostrated or slain left its
vietim lifeless, until, when BShamgar
walked over the fleld he counted 100 dead,
200 dead, 800 dead, 400 dead, 500 dead, 600
dend—all the work done by an oxgoad with
iron prong at one end and an iron shovel at
the other. The fame of this achievement by
this farmer with anawkward weapon of war
spread abroad and lionized him, until he
was hoistedinto the highest place of power
and hecame the third of the mighty judges of
Israel. 8o you seethat Cincinnatus was not
the only manlifted from plow to throne,

For what reason was this unprecedented
and unparalleled victory of a farmer's ox-
goad put into this Bible, where there was no
spare room for the unimportant and the
trivial?

It was, first of all, to teach you and to
teach me and to teach all past ages since
then, and to teach all ages to come, that in
the war for God and against sin we ought to
Eut to the best use the weapon we happen to

ave on hand. Why did not S8hamgar wait
until he could get & war charger, with neck
arched and back comparizoned and nostrils
sniffing the battle afar off, or until he could
get war equipment or could drill a regiment,
and wheeling them into line command them
forward to the charge? To wait for that
would have been defeat and annihilation.
Bo he takes the best weapon he could lay
hold aof, and that is an oxgoad. We are
called into the battle for the right and
against wrong, and many of us have not just
the kind of weapon we would gret'ar. It may
not be a sword of argument. It may not be
the spear of sharp, thrusting wit. It may
not be the battering ram of denunciation.

Butthere s somethiog we can doand some
forces we cun wield. Do not wait for what
Fm have not, but use what you have.

erhaps you have not eloquence, but you
have a smile. Well, a smile of encourage-
ment has changed the behavior of tens of
thousands of wanderars and brought them
back to God and enthroned them in heaven.
You cannot muke a rersun.si\-a appeal, but
iou caa set an example, and a good example

as saved more souls than you could count
in a year if you counted all the time. You
cannot give £10,000, but you can give as much
as the widow of the gospel, whose two mites,
the smallest coins of the Hebrews, were
bestowed in such a spirit as to make her more
famous than all the contributions that
ever endowed all the hospitals and uni-
versities of all Christendom, of all time.
You have very limited vocabulary, but yvou
ean say ‘“yes" or “no,” and a flrm “‘yes” or
an emphatic ‘“no” has traversed the cen-
turies, and will traverse all eternity, with
good influence. You may not have the
courage to confront a la.rie assemblage, but
you can tella Bunday-se
8 boy and agirl—how to find Christ, and
one of them may become a William Carey, to
start influences that will redeem India, and
the other a Florence Nightingale, who will
lllumine battleflelds covered with the dying
and the dead.

Again, my subject srrings upon us the
thought that in calculating the prospects of
religious attempt we must take omnipotence
and omnisclence and omnipresence and all
the other attributes of God into the calcula-
tion. Whom do you see on that plowed fleld
of mftex‘t? One hearer says, ‘‘I see Sham-
&n.r.' Another nearer says, *‘I see 600 Phil-

tines.” My hearer, you have missed the
chief personage on that battlefield of plowed
ground. I also see Shamgar and 600 Philis-
tines; but, more than all and mightier than
all and more overwhelming than all, I see
God. Bhamgar with his unaided arm, how-
sver musocular, and with that humble instru-
ment made for agricultural purposes and
never constructed for combat, could not have
wrought such a victory, It was omnipo-
tence above and beneath and back of and
at the point of the oxgond. Before that
battle was over the plowman realized this,
and all the 600 Philistines realized it, and all
who vieited the battlefield afterward appre-
clated it, I want in heaven to hear the
story, for it can never be fully told on earth

rhaps some day may be set apart for the
rehearsal, whileall heaven listens—the story
ofhow God blessed awkward and humble in-
strumentalities. Many an evangelist has
come into atown given up to worldliness.
The pastors say to the evangellst: “We are
glad you have come, but it is a hard fleld,
and we feel sorry for you. The mems-
bers of our churches play progressive
euchre and go to the theatrs and bet
at the norse ruces, and gayety and
fashion have taken poasession of the
town. We have advertised your meetings
but are not very hopeful. God bless :.'r)u.'l
This evangelist takes his place on platform
or pulpit. He never grauduated at college,
and there are before him twenty graduates
of the best universities. He never took one
lesson in elocution, And there are befors him
twenty trained orators. Many of the ladies
present are graduates of the highest female
seminaries, and one slip in grammar or one
mispronunciation will result in suppressed
giggle, Amid the general chill tﬁnt pre-
vades the house the unpretending evangelist
opens bis Bible and takes for histext, “Lord,
that my eyes may be opened.” Opera glasses
in the gallery curiously serutigize the
speaker. He tells in a plain way the story of

e blind man, tells two or three touching
anecdotes, and the general chill gives way
before a strange warmth,

A classieal hearer wno took the flrst honor
at Yale and who is & prince of proprieties
fAnds his spectacles becoming dim with a
moisture suggestive of tears. A worldly
mother, who had been bringing up her sons
and daughters in utter godlessness, puts her
handkerchlef to her eyesand begins to weep
Highly educated men who came to eriticise:
and pick to pieces and find fault bow on their

old-headed canes. What i3 that sound

m under the gallers? It is a sob, and
pobs are catching. and all along the wall and
all up and down the audlence there is deep
emotion, so that when at the close of the
service anxious souls are invited to especial
seats or-the inquiry room, they come up by
scores and kneel and repent and rise up
pardoned; the whole town is shaken and
places of evil amusement are spiarsely at-
tended and rum holes lose their patrons, and
the churches are thronged, and the whole
ecommunity is eleansed and elevated and re-
joiced. What power did the evangelist bring
to bear to capture that town for righteous-
ness? Not one briiliant epigram did he ut-
ter. Not one graceful gesture did he make.
Not one rhetorieal climax did he pile up.
But there was something about him that peo-
ple had not taken in the estimate when they
rophesiod the failure of that work. They
Ead not taken into the calculation the ora-
nipotence of the Holy Ghost. It was not the
fiash of a Damascus blude, It was God, be-
fore and behind and all around the oxgoad.
When people say that ecrime will tri-
umph and the world will never be con-
verted because of the seeming insufil-
uien&ot the means employed, they count
the 600 armed Philistines on one side and

ool class of two— ;

SBhamgar, the farmer, awkwardly equipped,
on the other slde, not realizing that the
chariots of God are 30,000 and that all heaven,
cherubie, seraphie, archangelic, deific, Is on
what otherwise would be the weak side.
Napoleon, the author of the saying, ‘‘God is
on the side of the heaviest artillery,” lived
to find out his mistake, for at Waterloo the
160 guns of the English overcame the 250
guns of the French. God is on the side of
the right, and one man in the right will
eventually he found stronger than 600 men
in the wrong. Inall estimates of any kind
of Christlan work do not make the mistake
every day made of leaving out the head of
the aniverse

Again, my subject springs upon usthe
thought that in God's service it is best to use
weapons that are particularly suited to us.
Shamgar had, like many of us, been brought
up on A farm. He knew nothing about jave-
lins and bucklers and helmets and breast-
plates and greaves of brass and catapults
and ballists and iron scythes fastened to the
axles of chariots, But he was familiar with
the flail of the thrashing floor and knew how
to pound with that, and the ax of the woods
ango knew how to hew with that, and the
oxgoad of the plowman and knew how to
thrust with that. And you and I will do
best touse those means that we can best
bandle; those weapoms with which we can
make the most execution. Some in God's
service will do best with the pen; some with
the voice; some by extemporaneous speech,
for they have the whole vocabulary of the

lish language hall way between their
braln and tongue, and others will do best
with manuseript spread out before them.
Some will serve God by the plow, ra
wheat and corn and giving liberally of wha
they sell to churches and missions; some &s
merchants, and out of their profits will dedi-
cate a tenth to the Lord; some as physicians
prescribing for the world's ailments; an
some as attorneys, defending innocence and
obtaining rights that cthewise would not be
recognized; and some as sailors, helging
bridge the seas; and some as teachers
and pastorss. The kingdom of God
is dreadfully retarded by so many of us
atten:’:&ting to do that which we cannot do;
reaching up for broadsword or falchion or
bayonet or scimeter or Enfleld rifle or Paix-
han's gun, while we ought to be content
with an oxgoad, I thank God that thereare
tens of thousands of Christians whom you
never heard of and never will hear of until
you see them in the high places of heaven
who are now in a guiet way in homes an
schoolhouses and in praying circles and by
sick beds and up dark alieys saying the sav-
ing word and doing the saving deed, the ag-
gregution of their work overpowering the
most ambitious statistics.

In the grand review of heaven, when the
regiments pass the Lord of Hosts, there will
be whole regiments of nurses and Sabbath-
school teachers and tract distributors and
unpretending workers, befure whom as they
Eaaa the kings and queens of God and the

amb will 1lift flashing coronet and bow
down in recognition and reverence. The
most of the, Christian work for the world's
reclamation and salvation will be done by
people of one talent and two talents, while
the ten talent people are up in the astronoms-
ical ohservatories studying other worlds,
though they do littls or nothing for there-
demption of this world, or are up inthe
rarefled realms of ‘‘higher criticism" trying
to ind out that Moses did not write the
Pentateuch or to prove that the throat of
the whale was not large enough to swallow
the miuister who declined the call to Nine-
vah and apologizing for the Almighty for
certain inexplicable thinﬁs the[y have found
in the Seriptures. It will be found out at
the last that the Krupp guns have not done
so much to eapture this world for God as the
oxgoads.

Years ago I was to summer In the Adiron-
dacks, and my wealthy friend, who was a
great hunter and flsherman, said, *'I am not
going to the Adirondacks this season, and
you can tnke my e uiRment and I will send
it up to Paul Smith's. Well, it was there
whenI arrived in the Adirondacks, a splen-
did outfit, that cost many hundreds of dol-
lars, a gorgeous tent, and sych elaborate
fishing apparatus; such guns of all styles of
exquisite make and reels and pouches and
bait and torches and lunch baskets and
many more things that I could not
even pguess the wuse of. And my

ten on and engaged men who should ac-
company me into the forest and carry home
the deer and the trout, If the mountains
could have seen and understood it atthe
time there would have been panic among
the antlers and the fins through all the
“John Brown's Tract.,” Well, I am no
hunter, and not & roebuck or a game flsh
did I injure. But there wers hunters there
that season who had nothing but a plain
gun and a rug to sleep on and_a coll of fish-
ing line and a box of ammunition and bait
who came in ever and anon with as many o
the captives of forest and stream as they
and two or three attendants could
carry. Now, I fear that many Chris-
tian workers who have most elabo-
rate educational and theological and profes-
sional equipment, and most wonderful wea-
ponry, sufficient, you would think, to cap-
ture a whole community or a whole Nation
for God, will in the last day have but little
except their fine tackling to show, while
some who had no advantage except that
which they got in prayer and consecration
will, by the souls they have brought to the
shore of eternal safety, prove that they have
been gloriously successful as flshers of men,
and in taking many who, like the hart, were
panting after the water brooks.

What made the Amalekites run before
Glideon's army? Each one of the army knew
how much racket the breaking of one pitcher
would make, Bo 300 men that night took
300 pitchers and alamp inside the pitcher,
and ata given signal the lamps were lifted
and the pitchers were violently dashed
down. The flash of light and the racket of
the 800 demolished pitchers sent the enemy
into wild flight. Not much of & weapon.
you would say, is a broken pitcher, but
the Lord made that awful crdsh of
crockery the means of triumph for His
people. And there is yet to be a battle
with the pitchers. he night of the
world's dissipation may get darker and
darker, but alter awhile, in what watch of
the night I know not, all the ale pitchers,
and the wine pitchers, and the beer pitchers,
and the whisky pitchers of the earth will be
hurled into demolition by converted inebri-
ates and Christian reformers, and at thnt
awlul crash of infernal crockery the Amale-
kitish host of pauperism and loaferdom and
domestic quarrel and cruelty and assas-
sination will fly the earth, Take the
first weapon you can lay your hands on.
Why did David choose the eling when
he went at Goliasth and Goliath went
at him? Brought up in the country, llke
every other boy, he knew how to man-
age a sling. Bnul’s armor was flrst put on
him, but the glant's armor was too heavy.
The helmet was clapped on him as an ex-
tinguisher, and David said, “I cannot go
with these, for I have not proved them."
And the first wise thing David did sfter put-
ting on Saul's urmor was to putit off. Then
the brook Elah, the bed ot which was dry
when I saw it and one vast reach of pebbles,
furnished the flye smooth stones of the brook
with which Goliath was prustrated. Whether
it be & boy's sling or a broken pitcher or an
oxgoad, take that which you can manage,
and ask God for help, and no power on earth
or in hell ean stand vefore you.

Go out, then, 1 charge you, against the
Philistines, We must admit the odds are
against us—600 to one. In the matter of
dollars, those devoted to worldliness and
sin and dissipation, when compared with the
dollars devoted to holiness and virtue—600
to one, The houses set apart for vice and
despoliation and ruin, as compared with
those dedicated to good—600 to ome, Of
yrinted newspaper sheets scattered abroad
irom day to day, those depraving as ecm-

ared with those elevating are 600 to one.

he agencies for making the world
worse compared with the agencies for
making the world better, 600 to one. DBut
Mosesin his song, chants, **How should one
chase a thousand, and two put 10,000 to
flight?"" and in my text one oxgoud con-
quers 600 uplifted battle-axes, and the day of
universal victory is coming, unless the Bible
L a fubrication und eternity a myth and the
chariots of God are unwheeled on the golden
streets, and the lust regiment of the celestial
hosts lies dead on the plains of heaven.
With us or without us the work will
be dome. Oh, get into the ranks
somewhers, armed somehow; you Wwith
a needle, you with a pen, you with
a good book, you with a loaf of
bread for the h , you with a vial of
medicine for the sick, you with a pair of

encouragement for the young man trying to
get hack from evil ways, you withsomestory
of the Christ who came to heal the worst
wounds and pardon the blackest guilt, and
call the farthest wanderer home. Isay to
you as the watchman of London used to say
at night to the householders before the time
of strest lamps came: ‘‘Hang out your light!”

“Hang out your light!"

Iriend of the big soul had even writs’

shoes for the barefooted, you with word of

RELIGIOUS READING.

THE INSPIRATION OF THE SPIRIT. )
The phraso *the Bible is simply literature’

which some are using today, a8 a suggestion
aeainst bibliolatry, is not true.  Literature
is the letter: Seripture is the letter inspired
Ly the Sperit. What Jesus said in justifica-
tion of his doctrine of the new birth is equally
applicable to the doetrine of inspiration :
“That which is Lorn of the flesh is flesh, and
that whieh is torn of the Spirit is spirit.
Educate, develop and ret'ne the natural man
to the highest possible point, and yet he is
not a spiritual man, til through the new
birth, the Holy Ghost renews and indwells
him. 8o of literature, however clevated its
toue, however lofty its thought, it is not
seripture. Seripture is literuture indwelt by
the Spirit of God. The absence of the Holy
Ghost from any writing constitutes thoe im-
passable gulf between it and Scripture, Our
Lord iv speaking of his own doctrine uses
the same language to show  its
separateness  from  common teaching
which he employs above to mark the
distinetion of the new manp, He says: “It
is the Spirit that quickeneth ; the flesh profit-
eth nothing ; the words that I have spoken
unto you are spirit and are life" (John 6: 68,
R.V.). Words they were, and in that rasgeet
literature: but words divinely imbreathed
and therefore Secripture. In fine, the one
fnct which makes the Word of God a unique
Look, standing apart in solitary reparateness
from all other writings, is that which also
parts off the man of God from common men
—the indwelling of the Holy Ghost. There-
fore we may say truly of the Bible, not
merely that it was inspired, but it is inspired ;
that the Holy Ghost breathes within ft, mak-
iug it not only authoritative In its doctrine,
but life-giving in its substance, so that they
who receive its promises by faith have ‘‘been
begotten #gain, not of corruptible seed. but
of incorruptible, through the Word of God,
which liveth and abideth" (1 Peter 1:23, R.
V.).— From the “*Ministry of the Spirit."

A DREAM,

The following day I strove o make amends
{or the lost time, but in vain, The deep peace
and repewed power for service yesteraay was
scattered. Another and another day passed,
and I did not realize that this solitary wa
aprang from the faithlessness and disobedi-
ence which had grieved my loving Lord.
Then cold setided on my lungs, and I lay
down for suffering work—which is still ser-
vice, though it does not challenge the envy
or admiration of men; but these services re-
mained veiled save in the results until ‘‘the
day shall declare it." One night in my sleep
I seemed to wander in a dark pine wood ; the
branches, interlaced above me, left the mid-
nightsky visible at intervalsas the windswept
through them. The depth of the forest was
illumined by a lamp, suspended from the sky
between two golden chains ; 1t oscillated with
the exactitude of the pendulum of a clock
nbove a white marble monument. The light
gleamed brighter in the darkness, and Iap-
proached it and read in large black chu.rac,-
ters: “Tothe Memory of Wasted Hours."
Years have gone by, but I have never forgot-
ten the sepulchre of the departed minutes,
por the sense of loss I experienced in that
midnight dream. 1 was restored topeace ére
1 was laid down to suffer. I knew whom I
had believed : but ob.how I longed for the re-
atoration of those wasted hoursthatthe cank-
er-worm and the palmer-worm bad eaten!—
Anna Shipton, in ““The Hearing Heart.'

GET OUT THE GOOD.

Are there not some in your circle to whom
you paturally betake yourselfin timesof trial
and sorrow? They always seem to speak the
right word, to givethe very counsel you are
longing for: you do not realize, however, the
cost which they bad to pay ere they became
30 skillful in Linding up gaping wounds and
drying tears. But if you were to investigate
their past history you would find that they
have suffered more than most. They have
watcehed the slow, untwistiog of some silver
cord on which the lamp of life hung. They
have seen the golden bow! of joy dushed to
their fcet and its contents spilt. They have
stood by ebbing tides, and drooping gourds,
and noon sunsets : but all this has been nec-
essary to make them the nurses, the physi-
ciang, the priests ol men. The boxes that
come trom foreign climes are clumsy enough;
but they contain spices which scent theair
with the fragrance of the Orient. So suffer-
ing is rough and bard to bear; but it hides
beneath it diseipline, edueation, possibilities
which not only leave us nobler,but perfect us
to belp others. Do not fret,or set your tevth,
or wait doggedly for the suffering to pass;
but get outof it all you can, both for yovr-
self and for your service to your generation,
according tothe will of God.—Rev.F.B.Meyer

—_—
FICTOBIES OF LIFE.

When a man conquers his adversaries and
his difficulties it is not as if he never had en-
countered them. Their power, still kept, is
in all his future life. They are not only
events in his past bistory, they are elements
in all bis pregent character. His victory is
colored with the hard struggle that won it.
His sen of glassis always mingled with flre,
just as this peaceful crust of the earth
ou which we live, with its wheat
flelds and vineyards and orchards and flower
beds is full still of the power of the
convulsion that wrought it ioto its
present shape, of the floods and vo caroes
and glaciers which have rent it or drowned
it, or tortured it. Just as the whole fruitful
earth, deep in its heart, is still mingled with
the ever-Lutning fie that is workiog out
its chemical lltni ss for its work, just eo the
life tbat bas been overturned and overturoed
by the strong hand of God, filled with the
deep revolutionary forces of suffering, puri-
fled by the strong fires of temptation, keeps
strong diseipline forever, ard roots in that
disciplive the deepest growtbs of tho most

. sunny amd luxurinnt spiritual life that it is

ever able to attain—Puillips Brooks.

#10 Do GoOD."

This was the practical creed of Thomas
Paii e, who was [alsely aceused by all “truly
good Eeople"or his time with doing only
evil. Let us all go forward in imitating his
noble example. Our sphere mnay bea very
restricted one, but it is always large enough
tocuntain boly thoughts and noble actions,
It is possible for us every day to livo to help
some oue in peed, to comfort the despondent
and downcast. There is trouble enough
everywhere around us to give us an oppor-
tanity to  lend some  forlorn  spirit
a belping  bund. Epcouragement  ia
peeded by somebody ull  the time,
Trouble is all about us all the time. But
wbat we do i3 not to be doue for the sake of
belug s en of men. That {s a selfish spirit
rather than ove of self-sucriflce. We are to
do geod byword or deed continually and
when we ure doue with the nctivitles of this
world we shall receive a kiudly weleome
from the All-Father, who.is only love, 1t is
ab error to declare that a good aeed is pot
necej table to Hin as well ascommendatory to
the sence of mavkind, It will never be dis-
approved on bigh, provided it is done from a
pu.¢ motive,

VISITANTS FROM THE DEAD.

That the desd are seen o more [ will not
undertnke (o waintain against the coneur-
rent testiimony of all ages amd all nations,
TLere 18 no peopie, rude or unlearned,among
whom apparitions of the dead are not re-
lated and Lebeved,  This opinion, which
presadis 68 -far us buman nature is diffuseaq,
rowid become universal only by its truth;

tho-e that keard of one nnother would not
bave ngresd jo oa tale which nothing Lut ex-
perieres could make credible,  That it is

doubied by siogle eavillers ean very littie
wenken the geueral evidevee, and some who
feny at with their tongues coufuss it with

waer Lo —Dr, John-on.

. Eorthauakes in tle uatual world, eommo-
depsan e soeind, relgious and politieal
sonk'ad! Leteken the sapid apprcach of the

Ld oy the e,

Horse Meat Not Labeled,

Dr. Salmon, Chief of the Bureau of Animal
Industry of the Agricultural Department,
apeaking of the report that a large horsa
slaughtering and packing industry had been
started in Portland, Oregon, said that thero
was no law compelling such meats to be la-
beled, a3 in casee of oleomasgarine when
sold as butter. Dr. Salmon says that the de-
partment had endeavored to sscure legisla-
tion similar to the olsomargarine law, which
will compel dealers in horse meat to have it
labeled so that consumers need not be de-
celved.

—_——————— —
Eatlng Song Birds.

Dunstable larks are thought to be the best
for eating in England, and 48,000 of the song
birds are sent to London yearly for that pur-

ose, At Leipsic it is said halfa million

ks a year are killed.

TEMPERANCE.

TAE WORK OF INTEMPERANCE.

The following graphic portrayal nf the
evils wrought by aleohol was drawn by the
Rev. Lawrenca Murphy, of Canada, in a tem-

erance address delivered by him. ‘Alco-

ol," said Father Murphy, *'is the stumbling-
block of youth, the wreck of manhood, the
despair of old age. It crowds the prisons,
populates the asylums and poorhouses and
fills the untimely grave. It sllvers prema-
turely the hairs of fathers and mothers,
bresks the hearts of loving wives, eruelly
outrages the innocence of childhood, while
it banishes God and the angels from the
sacred precincts of the soul. Show me pov-
erty, show me crime, show me anguish of
soul and body and f will show you that
thres-fourths of it comes directly or indirect-
ly out of the whisky bottle.

“It {s the cause of three-fourths of our
spiritual ailments and physical diseases. It
keeps the doector busy in his office, the priest
weary in the confessional. It is darkness in
the home, a cloud in the church and night in
the heart of man. It blights the sweet roses
of charity, withers the adorable blossoms of
love, darkens the sublime radiance of the in-
tellect, chases every sunbeam of happineas
from the human heart, extinguishes every
lamp of holiness in the lighthouse of the hu-
man conscience and makes of the soul a
sovereign in prison, Napoleon looking out on
the sad and solemn sea. It is the giant evil
of all evils, the greatest force out of hell, the
gre&te&t enemy of humanitir, the greatest

esecrator of godliness and of God. It wastes
God's gifts to man.”

Surely, as Father Murphy said at the con-
clusion of his address, it behoves the entire
community to do nll it possibly can to lessen
the power and influence of an agency capa-
ble Igf generating such deep and widespread
gvils.

ALCOHOL AS MEDICINE.

Decided change of opinion has taken place
of late years regarding the medicinal prop-
erties of aleohol. Says Doctor James R.
Nichols on this subject:

A5 regards the medicinal value of any of
the spirituous liquors which are known in
commerce, very much may be said. If all
the bmn:ilas, whiskys, wines and malt
liquors which now exist were suddenly de-
stroyed, and there could be no further pro-
duetion, no class but dipsomaniacs would
suffer any pain or distress for a single hour.

“In all cases of disease where an alcoholic
seems to be Indicated, seience presents non-
aleoholies that may serve an equally useful
purpose, The alcohol question as related to
medicine may be summed up in a few words.
In noinstances of disease of arfy formisita
medicine which might not bedispensed with,
and other agents su)stituted.

“This view of the chemical and thera-
peutical needs and uses of aleohol, as related
to the human family, is not presented from
the standpoint of the tam?;mnca orator, but
from that of the scientifle investigator.”

A BENBIBLE PLEDGE.

There is in Danville, Conn., a society of
young women, numbering already four hun-
dred, who have individually pledged them-
gelves not to marrydrinking men, It is &
very sensible pledge. There are some men
who ean use liquor in moderation without
any danger of becoming drunkards, but
with most men the danger is very great, and
many aman who is quite sure of himself is
in fact on the verge of ruin.

But that isnotall. Even if the man him-
gelf could be depended upon with safety, he
could not by any possibility guarantee his
sons against yielging to the temptation
whieh would beset them from their very in-
fancy by reason of his use of liquor. The
woman who does not want to be either the
wife of a drankard or the mother of a drunk-
ard has therefore only ome way of escape
from that danger, and that is to turn a deaf
ear to any suitor who uses liquor at all; even
if he does promise to give it up for her. If
he only gives it up to get her he will proba-
bly take it up again after he has gained his
end.—New York Witness.

TWO HUNDRED INDIANS DRUNE,

Two hundred Omaha Indians, who re-
ceived their annuity of £25,000. went to
Pender, Néb., and began drinking freely. It
was not long befora drunken Indians, women
as well as men, were thick in the streets.
Depredations of all kinds were committed.
Drunken women paraded the streets, howl-
ing and acting as if bedlam had broken
loose. Some threw their arms around white
men's necks and asked for a kiss, Some of
the bucks, when completely overcome with
liquor, fell in the road and were picked up
later by friends and earried out of town.
Reveral wagon loads were disposed of in this
manner. Knives, pistols and all sorts of
deadly WB&}JOM were displayed, but no one
was seriously injured.

About twenty citizens held a meeting at
noon, and {f the word had only been said, a
lynching would soon have been in progress,
and the saloon-keepers would have been the
victims,—Vineland Outlook.

AN EMINENT JUDGE'S EVIDENCE.

Lord Justice Denman,of England, has re-
cently given this evidence against thedrink:
“Intemperance is the greatest curse and the
most potent cause of misery from which this
Nation suffers. Twenty years of judicial
life, and forty-six years of constant attend-
ance in the eriminal courts as an advocate
or judge are enough to enable any man to
form an oplnion as to the extent of the mis-
chief caused by drunkenness. Not a day
passes in the criminal courts without some
evidence of it. 1 suppose that between 1872
and 1893 I must have tried many thousands
of cases of violence and eruelty—murders,
manslaughters, murderous and savage
woundings, kickings and nssaults. Of these,
1 am sure, 1speak well within the mark when
I say that more than one-half wers directly
connected with excessive drinking."

THE DRUNEARD'S WIFE.

Thedrunkard in his bed tossing and moan-
ing, with throat that cracks with its grasp-
ing thirst, and blood that crawls like a
migration of maggots along the fluceid veins,
ang breath that sickensand stinks and makes
one look for red crested grave worms to
crawl out of lips and eyes and nostrils and
burrow into the puffy cheeks of the cadaver,
sloughing visibly, * * * Still the same scene,
the night wears on; children sit up in bed
and mock the lone, sleepless wateher by cry-
ing, **Drink, mamme, drink." The lamp
burns low—-goes out. The darkness turns
gray. The hot evening horror has boiled
down, and the tortured ones are still at last,
like flies in tar. Out of the shadow u form
stoops und searches for live coals in the
ashes vainly. It is the drunkard's wife.
God plty her.

DIFFERENT NAMES.

Death from drinking intoxieanls is given
different names, about us follows: If the un-
fortunate vietim is worth—

1,000,000, . .....00000eoo. .. NETVOUS eill
500,000, ...000000an00en Nervous prostration
200,000, .. ....Congestive chill
100.000 ... Rheumatism

SaE ..8tomach complaint
Bpeaker of the House.. oo Overwork
Poor but respectable. . .. Aleoholic poison
Poor laborer...... ......s. Delirium tremens
; ... Jim-jams
-=The Bauner.

50,000......

TEMPERANCE NEWS AND NOTES.
Canada's annual liquor bill is #134,785,400.
The consumption of intoxicating liquors

in New Zealand i3 decreasing year hy year.

The Natioual W. C. T. U. will conduet
summer meetings at Chautauqua aud dMoun-
tain Lake Park. .

It takes 9000 breweriss to supply Eagland
with buar, and during the pnst year soran
900 have baen closed,

covernor Sheakley, of Alaska, refus2s to
issue the necessary permits for the esiablish-
ment f breweries in that Territory,

Mes, Willis Davis, o bride, killed herself in
Warren County, Keatueky,on seeingjhor hus-
band under the izfluenee of liguor.

Ihe Duke of Connauzht  declures that to-
tal ahstinence s abselutely neeessirey ton
ripe old age.  Hizmother, Queen Yietorin, 15
seventy-six.

Belgium's revenue from the drink hiahit
has grown in forty years from 4,000,000 to
33,000,000 franes, erime inerensing 200 per
cont. at the same time and insanity 123 per
cent.

Finland has Jemounstrated that spirits are
pot necessary in cold countries, having be-
come practienlly n total abstinence country.
This ehange has been effected under local
option and womau suffrage.

A new law forthe better observance ol
Sunday in Russta will probably close all the
dram shops throughout the Empire on that
day. Ao effort is belug made to have them
keep open one hour of the day.

SABBATH SCHOOL.

INTERNATIONAL LESSON FOR
JUNE 23.

Lesson Text: ‘‘Savicur’s Parting
Words,” Luke xxlv., 44-53 (Mls-
slonary ILesson)—Golden Text:
Matt. xxviil., 19—Commentary.

*Go_Ye.' —This is the genius of the gos-

el. This its missionary spirit. DBegin at

erusalem, it is true, but with their faces
turned from it. Start from the centre, but
go to the circumference. The command was
imperative. They were not to linger, or to
exercise their discretion as to whither they
were to go, butto go in obedience to His
command. It was as abiding as the time was
to be long in whieh the work was to be aone,
When one set of workers fell, another set
were to spring into their places. The com-
mand was a llving present, as the Lord was a
living and present Lord., Moreover, it in-
cluded not only the eleven apostles, but the
whple company of disciples. Every Chris-
tian has some part and some responsibility in
connection with this commission. Some are
evangelists, some pastors and teachers, some
prayers, some private witnesses, some givers
of money—all earnestly engaged, each ac-
cording to his ability and according to his
talent, in winning men from sin to salvation,
from the power of satan unto God. 8o long
asthereis an unsaved man, woman or child
in the world, this commission Is an force;
this command Is upon every disciple of Jesus
Christ.—Pentacost.

THE FINAL CHARGE.

44, In these first six verses Luke givesa
brief summary of Christ’s teachings after the
resurrection. Jesus speaks as though He
were not now with His disciples. Inthe old
form of existence He isnot. He participates
more in the heavenly than in the earthly life.
45. Jesus was in condition now, by His words
and very presence, to open their minds.
Now that the Scriptures had been fulfilled,
and with the ¢roas behind, the mind would
readily open to truth to which it had been
closed before. 46. There could have been no
gospel it there had been no cross; but the
death, even of Jesus, would have had no
efficacy for the removal of human guilt if He
had not risen from the grave. The one fact
is invariably eonnected with the other in the
epistles (Taylor). 47. Repentance here, as
everywhere, mesns the change of mind and
purpose, It is an antecedent coundition of
the remission of sins. It is the change real-
fzed when the man first exercises faith. The
two things move together (Dwight). 48. An
apostle must be one who has seen Christ,
Actsi,, 21, 22, The Christian system rests
upon facts, to which the testimony of those
who are eye-witnesses is given. The funda-
mental facts are the death, resurrection and
ascension of Jesus. These are the basis of
Christian preaching; and if theyare removed
the Christian preaching is emptiness, and so
is the Chr{st?nn faith (Dwight). 49. The
promise of the Father here means the send-
ing of the Spirit, which occurred on the day
of Pentecost (see Acts ii.), ten days later.
Extraordinary powers wers thelrs: 1. Gift
of tongues. 2. Illumination of minds. 3.
Unusual power of speech. 4. Miracles of
healing. é) Discernment of apirits (Watson).

THE FINAL DEPARTURE.

B50. It would seem that Jesus had been with
them ‘nee more in the old familiar upper
room at Jerusalem; at least He walked some
little way with His disciples along an old and
familiar path. Probably the day of ascen-
sion was just six weeks after that on which
the last supper had been celebrated, and sev-
eral of those present would well remember
the walk of that day. 51. The ascension
seems to have been slow and gentle. The
apostles could therefore view it distinetly
and deliberately, so that they might be as-
sured of its renlity. No chariot nor horses
of fire were seen like those which wafted the
prophet Elijah to heaven; no violent whirl-
wind agitated the air, no blaze of glory daz-
zled the eyes or overpowerad the feelings of
the anxious spectators. Every part of the
seane aecorded with the characterof the mild
and benevolent Master. Though a parting
seens, there vas in it nothing to terrify or
depress the minds of the upostles. Filled
with an abiding awe, and yet with a great
and abiding joy. they returned to Jerusalem
(Thompson).

e —
THE LIGHT-WHEEL CRAZE.

The Thoroughgoing Wheelman Sacri-
fices Everything to Lightoess,

Regarding the eraze for light wheels
which is now being so much discussed
among wheelmen, a writer has the fol-
lowing to say on the subject: A few
years ago when the lightest wheel
welghed some fifty pounds,and weight
of machine was regarded as essentlal
to steadiness and safety, all wheel rid-
ers voluntarily carried bells und lan-
terns and mud shields and guards for
the trousers, and various other things.
With the advent of the pneumatic tire
caine the mania for light machines.
The common bicyele weighsnowabout
thirty-two pounds, Most members of
the L. A. W. have road wheels that
welgh ten or fifteen pounds less. The
reduction of every pound is halled
with delight.

The thoroughgolng wheelman sacrl-
fices everything to lightness, His flan-
nel sult weighs but a few ounces.
When he Is particularly enthuslastic
he discards hose and has his head
shaved. Any man on a wheel who has
whiskers Is not an enthuslast. If Sen-
ator Peffer should ever be lured into
cycling by Jerry Simpson the Senate
would lose the adornment of his flow-
Ing whiskers.

Except where the law tmposes a pen-
alty, the wheel bas.no lantern, no bell,
no mud guards, no anything but &
small tool box, and In that the oil can
is only half filled to the saving of a few
grains of weight. When a man will
sacrifice his mustache and nave his
head shaved to resemble a Sing Sing
convict, and, as in the case of one
wheel maniac, will have a few teeth
drawn to lighten the load—wnen he
will smoke a clgarette rather than a
cigar because It is lighter—can we ex-
pect him to submit to bell and lantern
unless he Is powerless to control legis-
lation? An occasional pedestrlan over-
thrown, or a baby carriage smashed,
children run down or a fat woman
rolled over, he regards as unlmportant
compared with the reductlon of his
machine's welght & few ounces, When
a man Is so enslaved by the bicycle
habit as to take antl-fat nostrums to
lighten his welght, his opinlons as to
safeguards for the public are not
worth legislative consideration.

———————————

What Fighting Means in Kentucky.

An old woman living some distance
from Manchester, Ky., was summoned
as a witness to tell what she Knew
about a fight at her house several
nights before In whizh three or four
people were killed. She mounted the
stand with evident reluctance and
many misgivings, and when ‘uestion-
ed by the court as to what she knew
about the matter said: “Well, Jedge,
the fust 1 knowed about it was when
Bill Sanders called Tom Smith a lar
en' Tom knocked him down with a
stick of wood. One of Bill's frieuds
then hit Tom with a knife, slicin' a big
piece out of him, Sam Jones, who was
a friend of Tom's, then shot the other
fellow,en' two more shot him, en’ three
or four others got cut right smart by
gomecbody. That naturally caused some
excltement, Jedge, en’ then they com-
menced fitn'."—Loulsville Courler
Journal,

-

AGRICULTURAL.

TOPICS OF INTEREST RELATIVE
TO FARM AND GARDEN,

HABRROWING PASTURES.

There are many pastares which ean
be much improved by harrowing with
a forty-tooth drag that will cut into
the surface soil.  This will admit air
to places covered by mose, and enable
the grass to grow more vigorously. Of
course some of the roots of the grass
will be destroyed; but the stirring of
the soil will make more grow in their
place. 1If there is much moss on the
eurface it will require under draining
to remove surplus water to make a
permanent improvement. — Boston
Cultivator,

FEEDING EWES WITH LAMBS,

If the pasture is good, the safest
“grain to feed the ewes is a mixture of
oats and buckwheat, of which one
pound a day may be given with profit.
This food is excellent for making
milk, which should be the principal
object of the feedingat thisperiod. At
the same time, this mixed grain may
be ground finely and given to the
lambs in & small quantity, in a
separate pan with narrow openings to
let in the lambs and keep out the
ewes, It should be spread in rather
broad, flat troughs, so that too much
may net be eaten at once. An ounce
or two a day may be given after the
lambs are four weeks old and have be-
gun to pick grass, increasing with the
age and growth. —New York Times.

SETTING ASPARAGUS,

1t is not yet too late to set out abed
of asparagus this spring, and those
who have one will agree with us that
every farm garden ought to have a
liberal supply of this toothsome vege-
table. A bin eight by thirty feet will
supply any ordinary family and often
more, and once established it will last
s lifetime. The best variety is Con-
over colossal, and if strong one year
old plants can be got, they are asgood
as any. These can be bought of any
seedsmen at a low price. The ground
should be dug over deeply, and manure
mixed with it in a very liberal man-
ner. There is no danger of digging
too deeply nor manuring too free.
Set the plant four feet apart each way
and they will grow together soon
enough, Once the bed is established
it should be dug over each spring with
a garden fork and manure worked in
and a little ealt scattered over it, and
that is all the attention it will ever re-
quire. Itis s very wholesome vege-
table and comes before almost any-
thing else in spring, and thefe is no
caunse for not having it in plenty.—
Atlanta Journal.

PROTECT SHEEP AGAINST GRUB IN THE HEAD.

Msany American shepherds advise
smearing the salt trough with tar, but
this is seldom thorough emough. A
practice to be recommended, where
the flock is not too large, is to smear
the noses of the sheep periodically, at
least once a week, during the season
of greatest setivity of the fly, with a
mixtore of equal parts of tar and
grease, or of tar and fish oil, or of tar
and whale oil, Some have used whale

oil alone with good results. A brfish |

will be found convenient to apply
these mixtures, A reliable anthority
speaks in flattering terms of the use of
an ointment made as follows: Bees-
wax, one pound ; linseed oil, one pint;
carbolic acid, four ounces, Melt the
wax and oil together, adding two
ounces of rosin to give body, then, as
it is covking, stir in the carbolie acid.
The same authority mentions the use
by some breeders of ohoice stock of a
canvas face cover smeared with this
mixture, or with one of asafetida and
tellow, which may be adjusted in such
a fashion as not to interfere with the
sight or with grazing, and yet protect
the lamb agsinst the fly.that lsys the
egg from which the grub hatches.
Some farmers plow a few furrows in
the pasture so the.sheep may put their
noses in the fresh earth and thus keep
the fly away.—New England Home-
stead.

A SCUFFLE EOE.

Several correspondents have rent
me sketches of a home-made scuffle
hoe or hand weeder. It is here illus-
trated. Any flat piece of steel, piece
of drawing knife, old scythe, ete.,
may be used for the blade, and this is

HOME-MADE SCUFFLE HOB.

attached to a hoe or similar handle of
hard wood by mesans of two iron rivets
rivited on the blade and fastened to
the handle with bolts or nails. Used
between the rows it loosens the soil
without moving it, and cuts off all
weeds, —Nebraska Farmer.
MANAGEMENT OF YOUNG TUREEYS
The critical period in the life of the
domesticated turkey is the firat three
or four weeks of its life. The young
chicks are exceedingly tender, and re-
quire close attention to prevent dis-
ease and other natural enemies getting
in among them. When the young
first come off the mest they should be
confined in pens or small yards for a
few days, or until they sre strong
enough to jump or fly over a board
twelve to eighteen inches ligh, after
which they may be allowsd more lib-
erty, but not to wander far away into
the fields and wet grass early in the
morning; and they should also be
housed during long, cold spring rains.
To prevent wandering, see that they
are Louutifully supplied with nutri-
tious and agreeable food near their
roosting places. For the first few

weeks the chicks should have conrse |
corn meal and sour milk, or, what is |

better, baked corn bread and curdled
milk, There is danger of overfeeding
with raw corn meal, as this will some-
times harden in the crop, especially |
if the supply of sour milk is not suf- '
icient, Seraps of meat and anfmal
meal, a8 it is termed, may be given
after tho chicks are two weeks old.

When a month old, if the weather has

become warm, a4 it is ususlly in June,
the chicks may be allowed to go intor
the fields, where they will find insects
and worms and other natursl and
healthful food, but be sure and feed
them and have some sour milk and
clean water ready for them when they
come up &t night; and then you cam
count the flock and see how many, if
any, are being killed during their
wanderings.—New York Sun.

EALTER-PULLING PREVENTED, ,

To break a horse of halter-pulling,
use a strong halter and run the tie
through the ring in &8 post or manger
and tie to one fore foot at suitable
length, I improvised this plan when

I saw a mustang pulling badly, and it
broke him in a short time. The strag
around the leg should not be sharp oz
gtiff and the limb shounld be protected
by & piece of thick wool or cloth. —H.
B. Frink, in Farm and Home.

FARM AND GARDEN NOTEL

Bee that the brood mares are im
thrifty condition.

Give every horse and colt s bram
mash once 8 week. _

There is a great deal in the early
maturing of horses. ;

Should the old cost not start readily,
increase the grain ration slightly.

Cotton-seed meal and oil cake are
good spring rations for work horses.

Nurserymen generally deem small

trees the best for general planting,

There is less risk and better growth. |
Althongh tender, the oaunas ara
magnificent budding plants, making a
big show and producing & fine effect.,
Out of every twenty horses raised
for market, nineteen are spoiled by
want of feeding rather than by over-
feeding. :
The draught horse is a necessity
and, il he does not bring so much as
the coach horse, he is more easily
marketed. .
When held to a strong light a freah
egg is clear, and if shaken in the hand
no jarring or motion of the contents
must be felt.

A good idea is the English home of
rest for horses. '[he object is to care
for and nurse back to health all siling
snimals, the owner being in the mean
time supplied with a sound horse, |

With the beginning of spring work
horses get out of condition, lose their,
appetites and become feverish. The
feed should be changed at such times,:
and numerous bran mashes be givep.’

The white of & perfectly fresh egg
cannot be beaten to a froth as easily
as the white of an egg that is a day or
two old, and 1f the egg is very cold the
beating of the white will be accom-
plished more easily.

If the fowls must be shut up all
summer in & winter house, with more
or less glass to the south, it will be;
cruelty not togive them an opportu-’
nity to take shelter from the fierce
heat and etrong light. .
+ It is oonsidered an advantage by
some when the shell of an egg will
peel off as if the egg had been hard,
boiled. Such eggs are notfresh, as
the contents of & fresh egg adhere
closely to the shell and must be re-
moved, !

The gladioli and iris are among our,
most valuable flowers. The grand
flower spikes they produce are very
attractive, and the richness of color
and many shades and markings make
them the center of atiraction of sny
floral display.

A fresh egg will sink in water. It
is not always safe to judge an egg by
its appesrance. It may be apparently
fresh, yet if 1t absorbs enough sir to
permit it to float even a little above
the bottom of the dish it may not be
perfectly fresh.

The latest sulky for the race-trach
has the driver’s seat over the hips of
the horse and pneumatic-tired wheels
just back of the horse’s forelegs on
each side. The new device reduces
the amount of harness necessary, and
is said to give the horse perfect free-
dom of motion.

Trees are a great protection to fruite
and flowers. Some people think they
are detrimental, but we fail to see
where it comes in. Inour recentcold
spell here it 18 reported that fruits,
such as strawberries and raspberries,
were greatly helped out by the pro-
tection afforded by trees. Don't be
too quick in cutting out the large
trees—perhaps they will do more good
than harm after all.

Ducklings thrive best on soft food.
One part cornmesl, oune part bran and
a small proportion of animal meal,
mixed with cooked potatoes or turnips,
make an excellent mess for them. The
drinking vessel must always contain
plenty of water, g0 that the bills may
be cleaned by tne ducklings, as they
are liable to die if their nostrils are
clogged. They also require water to
assist in swallowing their food, but
should not be allowed on ponds until
well feathered.

Wooden Bread.

In Berlin there is a great bakery
where two hundredweight of wood
bread is turped out every day fqr
popular consumption. The bread is
made out of sawdust and rye flour—
three-fourths sawdust. A chemical
process takes away the texture and

! taste of the sawdust and liberates the

spccnarine and nutritive elements,
and, with a little rye flour, it makes
putritious bread, which is sold at
21.12 per hundredweight. -American
Farmer.

—_—

There are 70,000 acres given up to
the cultivation of oysters along the
Long Island Sound front of Connec-
ticut, and the lands and plants are

valued at 24,000,000,
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