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' REV. DR. TALMAGE.

&

THE BROOKLYN DIVINE'S BUN
- DAY SERMON.

|
|
|’ Subject: ¢Phe Fire Worshipers.”
|'

Terr: “There came wise men from - the
to Jerusalem.”—Matthew ii,, 1.

These wise men were the Parsees or the
so-called fire worshipers, and I found thel:
descendants in India last October. Thel
heathenism is more tolerable thanany ofthe
. other false relizlons and has more allevin-
Wy tions, .and while in this round the world
© . |series I hava already shown you the worst
; forms of heathenism to-day Ishow you-the
: least-offenstve,

The prophet of the Parsees wns Zoroaster,
ofPersia, He was poat and philotogher and
| reformer ar well as religlonist, Hisdisoiples

* {thrived at first in Persla, but under Moham-
medan persecution they retreated to India,
: .f". {where I met them, and in addition to what 1
“1.- isaw of them at their headquarters in Bom-
poh wﬁmm, I had two weeks of assoclarion

i one of the most learned and genial of
: ;tbﬁlr ple on shipboard from Bombay to

-~ | The Bibla of the Parsees, or firs worship-
- jars, as they are inaccurately called, is the

" |Zend-Avesta, a collection of the strangest
. |books that ever came intomy hands, There
sre originally twenty-ons volumes, but
sxaader the Great, in a drunken fit, set
» to & palace which contained some of
, and they went into ashes and forget-
s. Bat there are more of their sacred
mes left -than most people would have
Hence to read, There are many thinesin
- religion of the Parses that suggest
tianity, and some of its dootrines are
in record with our own rellelon. Zo-
or,  who lived about 1400 vears
Christ, was a good man, suffered
fon for his faith and was assassin-
while worshiping at an sltar. He an-
ed the theory’ ‘“He 13 best who is pure
," and that there are two great
s in the world, Ormuz1, the good spirit,
Ahriman, the bad spirit, and tnat all
do right are under the influence of
d all who do wrong are un-
i ; that the Parses must be

n on the ground floor of the house
must be burled from the ground
; that the g man must have
ars said over him and a sacred juice
n him to drink; that the good at their
sosags go into eternal light and the bad
ito efe darkness : that, having passed
‘out of this life, ‘the soul lingers near the 1f-
igorpsa three days in a aic state,
‘enjoylng more than all the natlons of

B ut together could enjoy or in &
Jan! ponho state, suffering more than all
nations put togsther could possibly

o - but atthe end ofthree days departing
¢ its final destiny, and that thefe will be a

| Tes n of the body. . They.are more
weareful then any other people about their

_-ablations. and they wash and wash and
‘hwash. neyﬂwgmt attention to physical
it isa rare thing to see & siok

smoke tobacco, for

er 5
(b ‘the elose ot mortal life thesoul appears
' "%, mt the bridge Chinvat, whers an angal pre-
P “and questions the soul about the
aghts ant words and deeds of its earthly
Nothing, however, is more intense in

Ih"outh
—He who is the most innocent,
—Whe is the most innocent man in the

A —Ha who walks inthe path of God and |
"~ #huns that of the devil.

Q.~Which 1s.the path of God and whioh
nt of the devil? \ :
'A.—VYirine is the path of God and vice that

—~Good thonghts, good wordsand good

titate virtue, and evil thoughts,
"Q.—What constitute good t RO

ords and good deeds and evil thoughts,

-and evil deeds?

_Honesty, charity and truthfuolness

constitute the former, and dishonesty, want

oharity.and falsehoad oonstitute the latter.

%

s looks upon the sun as the em-
warmth and light of the
& blaze of light,
mountain height or

bring to mind
80 the Parsees

roadside on our ﬁto
the only one of that relig-
sean ““f'ﬂ in worshl
that bmnhthougnt of the
gazes he msy catoh a
who is thl: and “In
:;;t . into
Rates the
the place where the
dead. This
i Jijibhat and is beau-
| hue and foliage of
and notch and stature,
great opulencs of fern
garden is 100 feet above
Not far from the en~
whera the mourners of
n go in to pray. A
ept burning year in and year

‘We ascend the garden by some elght stone
ps. The hody of a deceased Woman
as being carried intoward the chiet *‘tower
of sllence.” There are five of these towers,

sveral of them have not been used for a

be . four carriers

he two bearded men come to . the
door of the tower, enter and leava the dead,
here are three rows of places forthe dead—
he outer row for the moen, the middle row
thei:.m, the inside row ’loall..‘t the chil-

fardown as_the walsr. ‘B
mployes retire from the tower of silence the
'yoitures, now Ons, NOW tWo, ROW mMAnY,
. pop the liitless form. Thess vaul-
fil the air with their discordant
We saw them in long rows on
. l'ug of the whiterashed wall of the
. [tower "of silence, In a few aminutes
they have taken the last le of flesh
from the bones. There had evidently been
~ |other opportunities for them that day. and
‘(some flew away, as though surfeited. They
sometimes carry away with them parts of a
body, and it is no unusual thing forthe gen-
_*_|tlamen in their country seats to have dropped
. !into their dooryards a bone from the tower
- * In the centre of thistower is & well, into
= |which the bones are thrown after they are
“‘bleached. The hot sun and therainy season
‘fand oharconl do thelr work of disintegra-
% 'tion and dlisinfection, and then there are
" “'sluloes that narry into the sea whyt remains
ofthe dead. The wealthy people of Mala-
- bar hill bave made strenuous efforts to have
%Teﬂmge towers removed as a nulsance.
m‘:!ll:: remain and will no doubt for ages

Parsee about these

4 :  “Isuppose
#;oumddm them very llar, but the

is we Parsees reverence the elements of

ey and cannot consent to defile them.
.7 {We reverence the fire, and therefore will not

: 'ask it to burn our dead, 'We reverence the
" water and do not ask It to submerge our
. ‘dead. - We reverence the earth and will not
. -, . ask it tobury our dead. . And so we lot the
yultnres take them away.” ..
., He confirmed me in the theory that the
" Parsees nct on the principle that the dead
!\ave unoleen. No one musttouchsuch a body.
" #Thie carmers of this tomb of Allency” must

not put thelr hands on the form OIthe de-
., They wear gloves lest somehow
hey should be contaminated. When the
bones ars to be removed from the sides of
the tower and put in the well at the center,
they are tonched carefully by tongs. Then
these le besldes have very decided theo-
ries ng: ths democraocy of the tombs, No
such things as caste among the dead
Philosopher and boor, the affluent and
the destitute must fo through the same
titower of silence,” lie down side by side
with other oocupants, have their bodles
dropped into the same abyss and be carried
out through thesame canal and float away
on the same sea. No splendor of Necropolis,
No sculptaring of mausoleum. No pomp of
dome or o k. Zoroaster's teaching re-
sulted in these *‘towers of silence.” Ha
w:ote% “Naked you came into the world,and
u must go out.
n}s lgtonod at ttf: aloss of day In this gar-
den on Malabar hill and heard the flap of
the vultures’ wI::ln coming from their re-
past, the foneral custom of the Parses
seemed horrible beyond compare, and yet
the dissolution of the human body by Aoy
mode is awful, and the breaks of these fowl
are probably mo more repulsiva than the
worms of the body devouring the sacred
bhuman form in cemeteries. Nothing but
the resurrection day can undo the awful
work of death, whether it now be put out of
sight by cutting spade or flying wing.

Starting homeward, we soon wers in the
heart of the oity and saw a building allafiash
with lights and resounding with merry
volees. It was & Parsee wedding in a build-
ing erected especallly tor the marriage cere-
mony. We came to the door and proposed
to go in, but at first were not permitted.

They saw we were mot Parsees, and that
we were not even natlves. Bo, very polite-
ly, they halted us on the doorsteps. This
temple of nuptlals was chiefly occupied by
women, their ears and necks and
hands aflame with jewels or imitation of
ewels. By pantomime and gesture, as we
d no use of their vocabulary, we told thum
we were strangers and were carious to see
by what process Parsees were married.
Gradually we worked our way inside the
door. The bullding and the surround-
ings wers {llumined hundreds of oan-
dles in g]me; ?;:id tgms, “:1:” unigpe
and grotesque holdings. Conv on ran
‘high, mmughtar bubbled over, and all
was gay. ‘'Thenthers was a sound of an ad-
vancing band of musio, but the instruments
for the most part were strange to our ears
and eyes, Louder and louder were the out-
side voloes andthe wind and stringed instru-
ments, until the procession halted at the

door ‘of the temple and the brillegroom
mounted the ltl:i Then the music

ceased, and all the voloes were
Sl The mother of the bride-
groom, with a platter loadsd with

aromatics and articles of food, confronted
her son and began to address him, Thea
she took from the platter a bottleof per-
fume and sprinkled his face with the re-
dolence. All the whilespeaking in a drom
tone, she took from the platter a han
of rice, throwing some of it on his head,
spliling some of it on_his shoulder, pouring
some of it on his hands, Bhe took from the
latter a cocoanut and waved it about his
Eud. She lfted a garland of flowers
and threw it over his neck and a bou-
quet of flowers and put it in his hand. Her
part of the ceremony completed, the band
resumed ils musie, and through another
doorthe bridegroom was conducted into the
center olthe building. The bride was in
the room, but there wasnothing to designate

her. '

“‘Where is the bride?” Isaid. “Where is
the bride?”" After awhile she was made
evident. The bride and groom were seated
on chairs opposite each other. A whitecur-
tain was dropped between them so0 thatt!
oonld not see each other, Then the attend-
ants put their arms under this curtain, took
a long rope of linen and wound it around
the neok of the bride and the groom in
token that they were to be bound to-
gether for life. Then some silk strings
were wound around the couple, now around
this one and now around Then the
groom threw a_handful of rice across the
cuartain on the head of the bride, and ths
bride responded by throwing a handful of
rice across the curtain on the head of the

om. Theren| the curtain drcT
Ern% the bride's o was removed an P::i
beslde that of the grdom, Then a priest of

the Parsee religion arose and faced the cou-
ple. Before the priest was ced a
platter of rice. Ho began to
young man and woman. We could not hear
& word, but we understood just as well as it
wo had heard. Ever and anon he punctu-
ated his ceremony by a handful of ri
which he ploked up from the platter an
flung now toward the groomand now toward
thebride. The ceremony went on intermin-
ably. We wanted to hear the conclusion,
but were told that the ceremony would

on for a long while, indeed that it would
not conclude antil 2 o'clock in the morning,
and this was only between 7 and 8
o'clock in the evening. There would bea
recess after awhile in the ceremony, butit
would be thken up again in at hall
f“t 12. We enjomhst we had seen, but
elt incapacitated for six more hours of
wedding ceremony. Bilently wishing the
couple a happy life in each other’s compan-
lonship, we pressed our way through the
throng of. congratulatory Parsees, All of
them seemed bright and appreciative of the
oceaslon. The streets outside Joyously sym-
pathized with the transactions inslde.

‘We rode on toward our hotel wishing that
narriage in all India might be as much hon-
ored as in the ceremony we had that evening
witnessed at the Parsee wedding, The Hin-
doo women are not 50 married. They are
simply cursed into the conmjugal relation.
Many of the girls are married at seven and
ten years of and some of them are
grandmothers at t . - They ean never go
forth into the sunlight with their faces un-
covered. They must stay at home, All

styles of maltreatment are thelrs, It
they become Cbristians, they become
ountcasts, A misslonary told me in In-
dia of a Hindoo woman sho became & Chris-
tian. She had nine chi.ldfmn. E:rn émagtm:
was over seventy years of age, ¥

her Ohristian baptism he told her to go, and
she went out homeless. As long as woman
is down India will be down. No nation was
ever elevated except through the elevation
of woman. Parsee marriage is an improve-
ment on Hindoo marrlage, but Chbristian
marriage i3 an improvement on Parsee mar-

A fellow-traveler in India told me he had
been writing to his home in England trylng
tolget alaw passed that no white womian
could be legally married in India until she
had been there six months, Admirable law
would that be! If a white woman saw
what marrled life with a Hindoo Is, she
would never undertake it. Off with the
thick and ugly veil from woman’s face.
with the crushing burdens from her shoul-
der! Nothing but the gospel of Jesus Christ
wllg& ever make life in India what itought
to

But what an afternoon ot contrast in
Bombay we experlenced! From the temple
of silence to the temple of hilarity. From
the vultures to the doves. From
mourning to laughter, From gathering
shadows to gleaning lights. From obse-
quies to wedding. But how much of all
our lives is made up of such opposites! I
have carrled in the same pooket and read
from them in the same hour the liturgy

of the dead and the esrsmony of espousals,
And so the tear meets the smile, and the
dove meets the vulture.

Thus I have set before the best of all the
religions of the heathen world, and I have
done so in order that Eou might come to
higher appreciation of the glorlous religion
which has put its benedlotion over us and
over Christendom,

Compare the absurdities and mummeries
of healthen marriuge with the plain *‘I will"
ot Christian marrlage, the bands joined in
pledge “till death do you part.” Compare
the doetrine that the dead may not be touched
with as sacred anditender and loving a kiss as
ever given, the last kiss of lips that never
ngain will speak to ns, Compare the nare
row bridge Chinvat over woloh the de-
pa es soul must tremblingly
cross to the wide open gata o
heaven through which the departing Chris-
tian soul may triumphantly enter. Compare
the twenty-one books of the Zend Avesta of
the Parsee which even the scholars of the
earth despalr o! understanding with our
Bible, so much of it as is necessary ior our

salvation in language so plain that “a way-
tar_l‘ng mun, though a fool,need not err there=
in.” Compare the *‘tower of gilence," with
its vultures, at Bombay with the Greeen-
wood, of Brooklyn, with its sculptured
angels of resurrection. And bow yourselves
1n thenkeglving and prayer as you realize
that if at the batties of Marathon and Sais-
mis Persla bad triumphed over Greece in-
stead of Greace triumphanting over Persia,
Parseelsm, which was the natlonal religion
of Persia, might have covered the earth, and
{:; and I instead of sitting in the noon-
light of our glorious Ohristianity

#

might have hm ing in the depressing
shadows of Paueslsuf: a religlon as inferior
to that which is our inspiration in life and
our hope in death as Zoroaster of Persla was
inferior to our radiant and superhuman
Christ, to whom be honor and glory and do-
minion and victory and song, world without
end. Amen,

CURIOUS FACTS,

Bermuda farms bear three suceessive
crops in one yesr.

A house in UJzlhoun County, Georgis,
has been struck by lightning thirteen
times,

A fair article of molasses can be
meade from the stalks of the common
maize.

The Gresks had oats B. . 200, but
used them only as food for their
horses.

The Russians make a soup of sar-
dines. It is said to be asrich ae the
Rothschilds. )

Jefferson MoKenley, colored, of
Great Barrington, Mass., is 100 years
old and the oldest person in the State.

The “Ministry of Old Boots” eup-
ply 30,000 garments and 2000 pairs of
boots to the needy omes of London
snnually.,

There are about 100,000 islands,
large and small, scattered over the
oceans, America alone has 5500
around its coasts.

A Minnesota sheriff spent $1000 and
traveled 5000 miles fo capture a man
who stole a $40 wheel. He got the
man and the wheel,

. Wet-ground snuffs are always al-
lowed to ferment after grinding, and
various perfumes and essences are then
added to give the desired flavor.

From 1867 to 1881 Russia sent 624,-
000 persons to Biberia, fully 100,000
relatives of prisoners having asccom-
Pmied the exiles of their own ac-
oor

Edible birds’ nest, prepared for use,
are worth from §1 to $§5 per pound,
according to quality. There is a con-
stant demand in China for all that can
be obtained.

Darius Hystaspes in 480 B. O. in-
trodnced & system of assessment and
taxation of land, and made himself so

Darius the Trader.

stone structures provided with t-
ings within on which bodies are ex-
posed to be devoured by the flocks of
valtures that always infest the local-
ity.

Lemons are in season all the year
round, but March and April in the
spring, and September and October,
in the autumn, are the times when the
crops are gathered in large quan-
tities.

Grand Duke Alexis, of Russis, a
brother of Alexander IIL, is the mosat
elaborately tattooed Prinocein Europe,
A huge Japanese dragon extends al-
most from wrist fo shoulder of his
right arm. o

In a;hurricsne at Bathurst, Aus-
fralia, & maas of timber weighing eight
tons was detwched from the show
ground pavilion and carried 200 yards.
The timber in the. pavilion was all
splintered like matohwood.

There is a timber chute out in the
Oregon Mountains 3328 feet long,
where the logs come whizzing down
the mounntainside into Columbia River
with a velocity of & cannon-bsll snd
make the distance, which is abount
three-fifths of a mile, in twenty sec-
onds,

 There are only 450,000 persons in
the State of Washington. IfthatState
was as olosely settled as Switzerland
it would have 12,000,000 persons; as
France, about 17,000,000 ; as Holland,
about 25,000,000 ; as England, at least
40,000,000, and as Belgium more than
50,000,000.

W. E. Page, of Netarts, Wash., is
exhibiting out there some samples of
seal and sea lion leather, also shoes of
the same material, made by him. He
eays the seals and sea lions are very
valuable for their hides and oil, and
that they are easily procured. The
leather is very tongh and soft and
takes a fine finish,

English and American Postmen,

The difference in compensation be-
tween the postmen in London and the
United States is remarkable, the high-
est sum paid to a London postman be-
ing $34 a month and the lowest paid
to posiman in the United States being
$30. The pay of a London postman
is only from eighteen to thirty-four
ghillings, or from $4.50 to 87 a week
in our money. But he niay obtain
three good-conduect stripes, each of
which entitles him to one shilling, or
twenty-five cents, a week extra. The
first stripe is given for five years' faith-
ful service, the second for ten and the
third for tifteen. He receives full pay
when absent from duty on sccount of
pickness, is provided with gratuitous
medical attendance and is awarded &
pension when he is too old or too dis-
abled to work., He also is furnished
with two sunits of uniform eaci year,
one for winter and one for summer.
Thus a London postman canmot get,
even after fifteen years of faithful ser-
vice, a larger salary than $332 a yeur,
while the pay of an American postman
is $600 at tirst, then $300 and finally
$1000.

The number of auxiliary postmen or
sgunbs” in London is 2364, who man-
age to earn from six to sixtecen shil-
lings & week—that is, from $L.50 to
84—aocording to the amount of work
thoy perform.

Twelve deliveries a day are made in
the downtown or business districts and
from six to eight in the residence sec-
tion. Postmen are employed for eight
hours a day, but their work isnat con-
tinuous. It is madeup of twoor thres
or sometimes four turns of duby of
two to fonr hours each.—Chicago slec-

ord.
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Triumph of Anti-Toxlne.

The first practical test at Bt. Louls, Mo.,
of the benlﬂ:s ol the racently dlscovered
anli-toxine ws a cure for diphtheria was
made, & few days ago,and was proved a suc-
Ceus,
The subject upon which the experlment
wns made is tbe three-year-old child of
¥ioyd Schock. The ghilil's conditlon was
such that tracheotomy had been declded
ugon ns o Inst resort to save its life. The
parents, however, eonsented to the experi-
ment of anti-toxine and its effect was in=
stantly apparsnt, The enild breathed easler,
and fn twelve hours all diphtheritic
symploms had pasand away.

— R —

Queen Victorla’s Fyesight Fslllng‘.
Londpn Trnth says that Queen Victoria's

eyesight is faking.

obnoxions by it that he was called .

RELIGIOUS READING.

THE COUNTY INSTITUTIOKS.

Miss Grace Dodge has written an article on
a subject too important to be passed vy, even
itit not offer to many people Iiusr. the op-
portunity for “Christian eflort™ that they
are looking for. How many of our readers,
dwelling in country towns and villages, have
ever seen their own county institutions?
How many have visited thelr inmates? How
many bave so much as given a thought to
their existence?

We admire those men and women in our
great cities who devote time and thought to
the condition of those who are shut up in
the great institutions—the almshouses, ref-
uges,penitentiaries,and many ofus wio donot
liveincities envy themtheir o&ponunmaa. Yet
it is possible that the small ipstitutions that
lie within an hour's walk or- a moruing's
drive need such ministrations still more. To
begin with, the wardens and matrons of
county institutions are often of a lower in-
tellectual grade than those in city and Btate
institutions; they may be even more well-
meaning and conscientious, butthey have s
narrower experience and none of the quick-
ening influences that come from contact with
other people, attendance on %uhllc meetings
access to the literature of the subject, and
the like, Your visit may be most welcome to
them, not to speak of those under their
charge, and most valuable, spurring them to
new interest in their oharge, giving them a
new motive for wéll-doing—the conscious-~
ness of the interest and sympsthy of others—
and inspiring them with a desire for a better
knowledge of methods nad principles.

And the inmates of these institutions, how
much they need a “Friendly Visijor” | “What
sadnees and gloom are found in a small
county prison or poorhouse,” says Miss
Dodge. These people are usually not mon-
sters of miqulk!qu‘. they were they would
still need lo. king after in a judicious way,
but most of them are as much sinned
88 sinning, and the unfortunates—ah! how
unfortunate they are! In the lonely, gloomy
almshouse muﬁ be, as Miss Dodge says, some
little, lame child. What a life for it! What
& bleased day for it when some unknown but
never-to-be forgotten friend drives up, talks
kindly to it, lifts it into the carriage or wagon
and takes it away for an hour's outing, leaves
it a pleture book and bids it good-bye with &
kiss or atlt:llngly- at on tPSm %aﬂ. w(}u hwe
lnmﬁlna e brightness o, y to such a
child? )

Or there may be, Miss Dodge reminds us
some blind man or woman to whom an_hour
of pleasant chat, a bit of news read out, or &
pleasant story from & simple book would be a
comfort ndescribable. And then, if there
3hould be abuses, neglect, inadvertent or de-
signed, such visits would go far to remedy
the evil, though no word of repropf were
uttered and no complaint made. *Blok and
in prison, and ye visited me” applies to these
country institutions as well as to those great

. centres of lnjc];ity and cruelty which a How-

ard and an Elizabeth Fry purified and bl
by their Christ-like labor. And hereisan op-

i | portunity that lies near the hand of many a
The Towers of Silence in Persia are |

oue who deaires to do good.—Messenger.

THE MOTHEB TO00),

A blue-eyed slip of a girl gnve her heart to
the Lord Jesus in our children's meet-
ing, one afternoon, and the following
week I'was led to go to the child's mother
who I knew was not a Christien, But how
could I sparean hour or more from m
own precious Jittle parish on that busy af-
ternoon? However, I started with my bit
of paper containing the address that bad
been given me, and reached 16
to find it & shop with the rooms above quite
vacant. The man in the shop knew no one
by the name I gave, but'the woman next
door, 8¢ number 14, eald, ~Oh, yes; she
lives in the raar of this house, ﬁ thron'f;
that gate and you'll find it." Bo through
gate I weut, and down some steps and alon,
a narrow walk, and up some more steps an
I had reached the home. Such a homa!
Lots of dirt and disorder, but very lit-
tie sunshine and not much air. The
womsn had such a tired, disheartened look
and no wonder. She was sick and lonelyand
times were hard, and no one knew her here
in th:s great city, and no one cared. And
oh, wasn't it sweet to tell her about One who
had himsell been homesick and tired, and
lonely, and poor, and who knewher and who
tionpad"—whe ecared so much that he went to
Calvary—for her.

ouw weahizeu ner hopeles, helpless condition
and her need of such a Friend as this, and in
a moslchildlike wayshe received him, beg-
ging him to forgive her and take her in.

Therewere tears in her eyesand on her
cheeks when she said -bye, but the
were glad tears, and the discouragement Loo)
was all gone.

+ e week now she is in her place at our
mother's meeting, for it lightens the burden
and brightens the way, tocome and rest at
his feet.

And there are s0 many, many in these
homes in Ghiavﬁ, just as ready as he she
to hear of a Saviour. I wonder why we are
slow to go to them?—J. E. Hand, in Record
of Christian Work.

THE BUSINESS MAN'S LESSON,

He was an upright business man. In his
heart he believed the religion of Christ to
be true, Buthe was very bun?, and when
Sunday came he was thoroughly tired. He
had become interested, too, in his SBunday
paper, 8o he gradually dropped off going to
church,  His wife went regularly, and some-
times the children. One morning, just after
his wife had set out, he was comfortably
seated reading the mone{nanlcie, when he
heard his boys talking in the next roor.
Baid vight-year-old Willie:

“When you grow up, shall you goto church
as Eour mother does, or stay at home like
fat

er?"
«1 ghall do neither,” said the one, decid-
-, “When I'ma man I shall have mny
horses, and be on the road Bundays, and en-
jo%mysdr."
he newspaper suddenly lost its attraction.
Between the father and it there came a ple-
ture of his boys associating with loose men
and drifting into a godless, reckless life, nnd
of himself looking on it in his old age s the
fruit’ of his sell-indulgence. Five min-

utes after he was rupidly walking
toward the church. When the service
was over, bis wife, coming down

the aisle, saw him walting at the door.
There was questioning, glad surprise in her
eves, but be only remarked that he had taken
a walk, and thought he would join her on
her way home. Next SBunday, however, the
whole family were in their pew, and all the
rest of the day there was u kind of peace
about the home that reminded him of his
boyhood happy days in his father's home,
And who will say that he was the less fitted
for another week of business life by his share
n the services of God's house, instead of
staying at home all Sunday to rest? '—
Bunday School Times.

OUR SINS AS TER EANDS.

A poor fisherman’s wile came to the minis-
ter with her hands full of sund saying, *‘Do
you see?'”” Oh, my sins, my sins, as the sands
of the seashore for multitude, as the sands of
the seashore!" “Wiere did you get it?”
gaid he. “‘Down by the beacon.” ‘“‘Godown
by the beacon and dig up a pile of sand as

gh as ever you can,” said the minister and
whit for the tide to come ip." Bhe went down
by the beacon and heaped up the sand. Bhe
watched the waves as they crept higher and
higher and swept over her pile of sand, and
ir was gone ;then she clapped her hands for
joy. It was o pantomime of the glorious
gospel. The tide, the crimson tide, rolls in,
which taketh away the sins of the world.
“It cleanseth me,it cleanseth me! Oh praise
the Lord, it cleanseth me!"

We may notall be able o say with St
Paul: “Ihbave foughta good fizht; I bave
kept the faith!" But, thank God, we can all
gay with him: “I know whom I have be-
lieved. and am persuaded that he is able 10
keep that which I bave committed to him
against that day.”

————
Low Prices of Living.

No. 1 Oregon flour is sslling at $2.75 per
berrel of 200 ponnds ; caaned tomntoes are
selling at seventy cents per dozen, though
canners say that the cans cost that sum,
without allowing & cont for the contents;
dry granulated sugar is selllng in New York
at 4} cents; middiling wplgnds cotton is
chauging hands at New Yo:& at 53 cents,
These are prices which have never been
paralleled ; they command the thoughtfcl
attention of all who are scncerned for the
future.

Cast Lots for the Shrievalty.

At Ellzabetbtown, Ky., the vote for Sheriff
in Larue County was a tle. Lots were cast
for the office and the Republican won. Hs
immediately appolated his opponent bhis
chlef deputy.

SABBATH SCHOOL.

INTERENATIONAL LESSON FOE
JANUARY 13.
Lesson Text: ¢‘Feedinz the Five

Thousand,” Mark vl., 30-44—
Golden Text: Lukei., 53
—Commentary.

80, The apostles, having heen sent forthto
henl the slck and to preach the gospel, re-
turned and told Jesus all things, both what
they had done and what they had taught.
They went forth in His name and wrought
and taught in His name and returned and
reported to Him, Thisis just the thine for
evary worker to do—go forth from Him,
work and speak in His name, and then tell
Him all and leave it with Him.

81, No lelsure even to eat,
soription of tha life of Him who went about
doing good! Truly He pleased not Himesel!
(Rom, xv., 3). He lived whéily unto God
and sought o lead weary ones into His own
rest and peace, even to rest in God and in
His pleasure, ' No leisure for Himsel!, but
every moment for others snd their good.
Though He considered not Himself, He did
consider His apostles and their comfort;
hence His Invitation to come aside and rest
awhile.

82. They went by ship, and Hewent inthe
ehip with them. They werea little company,
yet one was an unbollever, but He loved
them all and sougot thoir welfare. Therears
about 1200 souls on this ship, and He loves
them all, and many of them love Him, but
there are many unbelievers, We can tell
them as far as possible of His love and leave
results to Him,

88, The peoplesaw them crossing the lake
and ran afoot and outwent them and camse
anto Him, Would not multitudes come un-
to Him to-day if He were kept befors them in
somewhat of His lovelineas by the doingand
teaching of His followers? Multitudes in
heathendom would come to Him if they only
knew of Him aud His love for them.

84. He was nelther angry nor grieved
when He saw the multitudes, although He
had U.Sught His disciples apart to rest, but
‘He had com on, was sorry they had no
shepherd began to teed their hungry
sou In Ezek. xxxiv., 2, we read of shep-
herds who feed themselves instead o! their
Hooks and scatter and negleot the sheep In-
stead of caring for them.

85. It did not prove such a resting time as
many seek, for He taught them tfll the day
was far epent, and the disciples began to
think that it was time to send them away.
How little of thelr Master's spirit these men
had—how little we have! He came not to be
ministerad unto, but to minister and to give
Hia lfe a ransom for many (Math, xx., 28),

88, The disciples felt sorry that the mul
tudes were hungry, but had no thought ot
feedingthem, only ol sending them away to
get something. It is so much easier to send
people away than to spend our thoughts and
time and strength in caklng for them, Itis
80 much more like Jesus to care for them,
even though ft takes time and strength and
careand denial of sell.

87. How surprised the disciples must have
been. when instead of sending them away, as
they suggested, He sald : "*Glve ye them to
eat " eir surprise is manifest in the
question of this verse. John saysthat Jesus,
to prove Phillp, asked Him whence they
shonld buy bread to feed this multitude,
And Philip suggested that 200 pennyworth
might give every one a little. Thus valn
and fruitleas are all our ealculations and

in reference to the Lord's work.

88, He asks what they have io the way of
food. Andrew discovers that a lad has five
loaves and two small fishes, but thinks the
fact hardly worth mentfoning (John vi,, 8,
9). We are such creatures of sight that we
seem unable to believe that the t oan be
done unless we see the wherewithal. Moses
falled in this matter when he asked if al
the flooks and herds should be slain to give
the peo[la the meat the Lord promised

um, xli,, 21, 28). Barah falled when she
aughed at the Lord’s promise (Gen, xviii,,
18, 14). Let us walk by faith, not by sight,
and let our hearts ory out, “Ah, Lord God,
there is nothing too hard for Thee" (Jer.
xxxil, 17).

89. He now begins to work, they having
calounlated and looked around,apparently in
valn, ard having come to thelr wits' end, but
everything must be done in order; hence
they arv commanded to sit down in com-

anies, There is no peacs nor victory by

king within or around, but only by ri,t.mx-
ing unto Him. }

40, In companfes convenlent to be walted
apon they are now seated upon the green
grass, for there was much of it. BSee last
verse and John vl., 10. “Let all things be
done decently and lir order” is a law of
Beripture (I Cor. xly., 4), for, although we
read in Gen, 1., 2, that “'the eurth was with-
out form and vold,” we read in Ina. xiv., 18,
tnha;tha Lord did not make it thet way. See

41, The loavesand fishes pass fromthe lad's
hands into the hands of Jesus, The lad
Eh'es them wholly and unreservedly up.

hen Jesus acknowledges the Fathor by
looking up to heaven for a blessing upon
them, after which He passes the food to the
dlsciples to be passed on to the people. All
cansee that the disciples arenot doing this,
but are simply the messengersor walters, and
Jesus acknowledges that He is not doing it,
but the Father in heaven, even us He said in
Joho xiv., 10. .

42, “"And they did all eat and were filled,”
Not each one a little, as Phillip had est-
ed, but each as much as they would (John
vl, 11). Itisnot the Lord's way togivea
little, but rather to fill full.  *‘Befllled with
the sSpirit,” “Let the Lord dwell in you

richly,” “Drink abundantly, O beloved "
are some of His words which'indicate His
pleasure, He would have us full of joy and
peace (Rom. xv., 13) to our good and to His
great glory—no cares nor anxleties nor

lans nor worrles, bat the quietness and
foyiulnms ol children.

43, He will have nothing of His lost (John
vl., 13), and if 8o careful about loaves -and
fishes how much more about His redesmed
ones bougbt by His precious blool! Yet
there are saved ones who cannot seem to
trust Him to keep that which He hus re-
deemed with 8o great a price. Leat all such
conslder thelr own carelulness of preclous
things and ask If they are better than He,
Let them eat and rest on John x., 28, 20; II
Tim. 4., 12.

44, The number fed ani fillel was 5000
mén, besldes women and children (Math.
xiv., 21}, but it was not wonderful to Him,
who for forty years had fed millions mirse-
ulously. He ia the very same Jesus still,and
»an usa you, dear reader, to feed and bless
hangry thousands if you will only put your-
3elf ns unreservedly in His hands ns the lad
put his loaves, and be willing to live wholly
and only for His plensure. This sesms to be
*he only miracls recorded by each ol the four
avangelists, May it not be to teach us that
i:he great mission of every ballever ia to huve
sompassion upon and save and teud the per-
:shing?--Lesson Helper.

We Eat too much of One Kind.
The nutritive value and cost of food is dis-

cussed at length in & bulletin of the Agri-’

cultural Depurtment, based on lavestiga-
tions made by the Bureau o! Animal Indus-
try. The results of these studies, says the
bulletin,-confirm the general impression ot
hygienists that our diet is one sided and that
we eat too much, Owing to the large con-
sumption in this country of sugar and the
use of large quantities of fat meats, the food
which we nctually eat has relatively too lit-
tle protein and too much fat, sturch and
sugar. It is fvund that the protein of ordin-
ary meats, flsh an1 milk is readlly and com-
pletely digested ; that of vegetnble loods is
much less completely digested than of anl«
mal foods. One-fourth or one-third of po-
tatoes, wholewheat and rye flour may escupe
digestion #nd thus be useless for nourish-
men!, and one-sixth of the protein of whent
flover, corn meal, beans and peas may be
assumed to be undigested when cooked and
eaten in the usual way.

“0F the meat extenets {nthe raarket," cons
tinues the report, ‘'some contain very little
and others practienlly no muterial which
bullds tissue or ylolds energy. Animal foods
gratify the palute [n many ways which tha
vegetable foods do not, and what is purhaps
of greater weight in regulating the actual
usage of communities by whose demand the
Ericuﬂ are regulated, they satisfy a real need

y supplying proteln and fats, which vege-
tuble foods lack.™

YWheeled a Mlle in 1.21,

John J. McLaughlin, a Columbia (Penn.)
bleyele rider, rode an unpaced mile over the
[rouviile Pike, In 1.2! flat, This beats the
pacad and unpaced records held respectively
hy Johnson In 1.25 2-5 and Penseyer 1,53 2-5.
MeLaughlin's first attempt was made in
L36. Six watches were held on him,

What a de-L

~ AGRICULTURAL.

TOPICS OF INTEREST RELATIVE
TO FARM AND GARDEN.

DOCKING PIGS’ TATLS,

The pig's tail is too small to be
of much service to it in keeping off
flies. Nor is the fail good for any-
thing to whoever cuts it off. Most
old farmers, however, dook their pigs
when they are eight to ten weeks old,
thinking that the animal thrives
better for it. The story is that one
old farmer remarked that it cost an
extra bushel of ecorn to maintain the
growth of the pig's tail, and at last
1t wasn’t worth anything for any pur-
pose.—Boston Cultivator.

QUANTITY OF MANURE THAT MAY BE USED,

The quantity of manure used on
the land is regulated generally by the
supply of it. The quantity that may
be ueefully applied has never yet been
discovered, for market gardeners who
have made use of a3 much as 100 tons
to the acre have thought that they
might profitably have used still more,
and some have even used a ton of
fertilizer on an acre in addition to
the manure. A great deal dependson
the method of cultivation, for it is
this that enables plants to make use
of more food. Itisa common thing
for persons who try to grow prize
vegetables to plant the seeds in actual
beds of manure, and the mammoth
squishes and cabbages shown are
grown in this way, and by the help
of liquid manure as well. Thus it
cannot be said that the ultimate
quantity of manure that may be
profitably applied has ever been
settled by experience,—~New York
Times.

WINTERING IDLE HORSES,

On most farms there is not enough
work during the winter season to keep
constantly employed half the number
of tusms kept busy during seed time

economical to winter the idle horses
at tha straw stack, but such economy
is mure imaginary than real. If these
horses had their shoes removed and
were allowed torun loose in a twelve
by fourteen ground floor box-stall and
fed a less gantity of straw than they
e~ and trample under foot in the
open yard, their condition would be
fur better at the opening of spring.
It should also be remembered that
only young horses whose digestion is
good and that are known to be easy
keepers, can be snccessfully wintered
on straw alone. Qats are the natural
food of the horse and ehould be fed
during enforced idleness rather than
grain or meal of A more stimulating
nature, If keptinastablethey should
have new bedding as needed, and be
ourry-combed and brushed daily
whether they are stabled or in the
open air. A feed of poiatoes, carrots,
turnips, beets, or apples shounld be
given weekly. Such food is fully
worth the market price for feeding to
horses in winter.—American Agricul-
turist,

WORKBENCH AND TOOL CLOSET,

The ordinary workbench is too
often & litter of tools, shavings, bits
of wood, nails, screws and other
articles, affording mo little incon-
venience whenever it is desired to use
the bench, says the American Agri-
culturist. Tools are thus frequently
lost, and many of them made dull by
contact with each other, and with
nails and other hard substances. There
is frequent rusting also when the

A HANDY TOOL OLOSET.

weather becomes damp, A plan is
shown in the illustration by which
the tools may be kept each in a safe
place, and yet conveniently at hand
the moment one is wanted. Nails and
sorews should be kept in boxes with
apartments for the various sizes, and
these boxes may also find a place in
the closet at the head of the bench,
or, if desired, a drawer for nails,
gerews, ete., may be made below the
bench.

STORING HONEY.

Mre. Jennie Atchley, in American
Bee Journal, says the publie, for some
reason or other, especially the con-
sumers of honey, have come to believe
it won't do to buy honey in large
quantities, thinking it will sour and
spoil. But it is a mistaxe, for good,
ripe honey kept ina good vessel will
keep for a lifetime and be good. It
will no doubt solidify, but it can be
brought back to its liquid state by
melting it in boiling water, by plac-
ing the vessel containing the honey in
another with the water, and let it re-
main until all is melted; and the
honey will be as clear and as good a8
the day it was put up.

I would keep the the barrels in the
eellar or some cool place, but a warm
place will not hurt it, only the barrels
may shrink, and eventually leak if
kept where it i8 too warm. But a
warm room will not affect the honey.

Now, the foregoing directions are
for keeping honey for home use, and
for you to tell your customers how to
keep their honey when they buy a
barrel or keg from you ata time. Of
course I do not expect vou to keep
your honey any longer thau you can
tind sale for it, and sometimes we may
have our honey engaged before we ex-
tract it. You may say that people
« ought to know how to keep honey,
but I tell you the public need school-
ing, and they look to you to tell them
how, ete. Some bee-keepers fail to
build up & honey (home) market just
by not schooling people about honey,
and being ready and free to advise,

Comb honey is somewhat more
troublesome to keep than extracted,

and harvest. Many farmers think it}

and ought to be kept in a warm,

section honey free from moth and ante
in Southern countries is sure enongh:
s problem. ButI have kept it mice
and good for years, by keeping it in
tight cases on benches or tables, with
the legs in water to keep ants from
getting in it. Preserves ean be kept
free from ante the same way. Just
place s table in the centre of a small
room, for instance, or any room, and
kesp the legs in pans of water, and &
little kerosene oil put into esch pam
will make it all the better and surer,
as ants can spoil honey quickly, so we
cannot well be foo carefal.

Btone jars or crocks are splendid to

keep honey in for family use, but are .

a little hard to keep covered tightly;
but I can place a beeswaxed ' cloth
over the top, then the cover, and it
does splendidly. I have kept green
fruit in jars for & season by

tight with beeswaxed cloths.

- HOME-MADE ROLLER.

Thave had s oheap and convenien$
hand roller in use for some time, says |
a writer in American Gardening. g :
is made of a piece of stove pipe, say,
three feet long and from five o eighf:
inches in diameéter. . Cireular ;
ol wood, the heavier the better, are
fitted in both ends, and the pipe is:
filled with sand or old pieces of  lead:
snd dirt and rammed down to keep it
solid. The handle is & heavy-osk or

e

hickory ssppling, split up fa enough

to make the bow as shown in the cui

An axle may be made of an iron rod :

running through the blocks in the

ends of the pipe, and oumphhg' S

throngh the cylinder, or they msy
sorew bolts running into the blocks.

The block shonld be put in one end of . ":,_.;"‘

pipo should be filled Iiih'glgi;hr,_

the pipe and seourely nailed ; then the

HOME-MADE EOLLEES,

other heavy mstcer, and then the
block should beput in the other end '
and this ‘should also be well nailed.

An old piece of stove-pipe, the larger

in diameter the better, a hiokory ssp-
ling, say eight feet long, axodor bolts.
for the axle and a. couple. of round
blocks of the same size. a8 the pipe, -
and an hour’s time will makeas ‘good -
a hand-roller as can be bought for $4&
or 356 at the hardware store. The .
roller may be put ina framework made

of old boards, and an old lawn roller-

handle used instead of a sapling, Ik
is well o paint the stove-pipe to keep
it from rusting. bk s
Such & roller ‘is wry,nutul!whon ,
utting in radishes, turnips of any
Ems]l or light eeed. Figure A shows
how the handleis made with ' &
ling. = Figure B shows & handle made
of board with an old handle from &
lawn mower or something of the sork.

FARM AND GARDEN NOTES. i

Twenty hens will give as much year-
1y profit as a cow. :

Give the hen honse a good cleaning
up and whitewashing. 2

Fresh cut bones as s poultry feed
are gaining friends every day.

Don't forget that ‘“‘green food” you
meen to feed daily now that ‘the
ground is frozen. 1 4

In order to have plenty of eggs
fresh blood should be introduced into
the flocks every year.

In breaking a high-strung colt, one
with a nervous temperament, think
twice before you strike him with the
whip, .

Crowd the fattening stook with all
they can be made to digest and don’é
wait too long before q.inponigg_’_q!
them. . S

Short-necked horses never look
well, and when added tothis unbecom-
ing feature is & big coarse head they
have no attractions at all

Regularity in feeding and exereis-
ing, together with good grooming and
proper shoeing, will prevent you pay-
ing many a veterinary bill

1t is stated that a horse can live five
days on solid food without drinking,
seventeen days without eating or
drinking, or twenty days on water
alone.

If the hen housa is so cold as to
freeze water solid during the day,
give it twice 8 day snd a little warm
at that—not 8o hot as to scald the
fowls in their eagerness' to get a
drink.

After the flowers perish, carry the
plants back, snd keep them cool until
the weather in May and June allowa
you to keep them out of doors, No
guczess can be obtained with them
without careful watering.

Have you ‘“‘banked up” the hen
house yet? It is getting Inte and
fresh eggs are bringing good prices.
Hens don't lay eggs while they are
huddled up in a cold, dreary hen
house trying to keep warm.

The noble, intelligent horse will
not be lost sight of in the advance of
civilization.  Relief from the heavier
duties will leave more energy for the
driving, of which every American citi-
zen of means and leisure is fond.

An eminent veterinary authority
gays: ‘‘Bran stands decidedly fore-
most as the food most generally in
use for the working horse. [t acts as
a laxative, is frequently tempting to
the appetite and easy of digestion.”

Flowering plants which may be in-
troduced from time to time, bus which
cannot be easily grown in the house,
are chryssnthemums in the autumun
and early winter, followed by eycla-
men, Roman hyacinta, paper-white
nareissus, lity of the valley and canary
broom or cytisus,

Dutch bulbs, hyacinths, tulips nar-
cissus aud crocus can be grown RS
home without much trouvle.  The
story is a simple one, but too long to
tell now. With the aid of a cool cel-

lar or a cold frame the windows filled
with the foliage plants naned apove
may be turned into & gay mass of

vright blovm,
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