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TALKING IN THEIR SLEEP,

“You think I am dead,”
The apple-tree said,
“Because I have never a leaf to show—
Be:ause I stoop,
And my branches droop,
And the dull gray mosses over me grow!
But I'm all alive in trunk and shoot;
Tke buds of next May
I fold away—
Bat I pity the withered grass at my root.”

“You think I am cead,”
The quick grass said,
*Bacause I bave parted with stem and blade!
But under the ground
I am safe and sound
With the snow’'s thick blanket over me laid.
I'm all alive, and ready toshcot,
Should the Spring of the year
Come dancing here—
But I pity the flower without branch or root.”

“You think I am dead,”
A soft voice said,
*Becanse not a branch or root I own!
1 never have died
But closo I hide
Ina plumy seed that the wind has sown.
Paticut I wait through the long winter hours:
You will see me again—
I shall lauzh at you, then,
Out of the eyes of a hundred flowars!"
—Edith M. Thomas, in St. Nicholas.

THE BINSTEAD FARM.

We all knew when sister Clarissa| 8

loaned the thousand dollars which was |
the avenmulation of lier six years of
teaching, to “am Binstead, that it was
a8 good as sunk in the sea. And we
told lLer so, but it was of no use, for you
see, Clissy is one of those visionary peo-
le, who see the ‘*‘ungel in the human
eart” most clearly when it isn't there;
and Fam, cousin by a good many re-
moves, had borrowed out every other
relative before he thought of us. Al
bacn't a dollar to spare. She wouldn't
bave if Judge Hilton hal divided his
legacy with her, and I wouldn't have
ven h'm a nickel of my three hund ed
if, he had gone on s kuces for it; nut
I—but Clissy— think of it, will vou,
actually and positively handed over her
thousand dollars as if she'd been a prin-
cess, and said:
“I'm very glad to accommodite you
Bam. You ncedu't mind a mortgﬁge:
your note is quite su'tcient. I know that
you will pay it-all l ack.”
Did he? Well, I think not. You
mever knew him or you wouldn't ask.
To be sure he died: but he wouldn't
have paid it if he had lived, for Lke was
one of those easy-going men who wear
sack-coats with the pockets sagging
down, ¢nd who always complain of their
bad luck, aud nevir pay their debts.
That was the way that Clis happened to
go West  lile did give her a mortgage
on a farm out in Missouri, and when he
died. it feil to her. I don't suppose that
she d have tuken it if there’d been any-
bedy to give it to; but there wasn't, and
no stranzer would have accepted it for
8 prescnt, so she had to kecp it. Bhe
couldn't sell it, and she couldn’t rent it
for enough to pay the taxes, and her
tenants burnt tne fences because they
were too lazy to cut wood, let the barn
tomble down and the house go to ruin,
until one evening Clissy looked up and
said: “I'm going out to my farm.”
Al almost sereamed with surprise and
I was speechless. It wasno usc to say
anything. for Clissy is very decided. So,
the day that her school closed, she went
down to the depot and bought a
ticket to St. Louis, and took the cvening
train out as coolly as if she expected to
return next day. Al and I weet home
and had a good (ry, and decided that we
should start as soon as our schools closed,
and spend the summer with her, We
taught in town, and had a ten-months
year while Clissy was out in the east-
end, where the schools close the last of
May.
No length of years will ever make me
forget the night that we reached Sparta
—that is her town—and saw dear old
Clissy on the rickety platform, whip in
haud, wuiting for us- Bless her heart,
how she h :gged us, althaugh she hadn't
been awuy five weeks! Then +he took us
around, behind the station, to her red,
spring-wagon, hitched to the most kill-
ing little gray mule you ever saw,and we
clambered in. She was mortally afraid
of the little beast,and he knew it. You'd
have dicd to see her untie him from the
F)&t. standing atarm’s length from him.

t was two miles to the farm, and we all
talked as hard as we could, and yet we
hadn't begun to tell all our news when
we reached that forlorn, unpainted old
wooden house, with the chicken enop
right in front. We were starving after
three days’ r.de, and Clissy had a good
supper, and then our lifc in the West be-

gan.

It wou'd take a book to tell about the
events of that summer,so I must just pick
out two or three things that led directly
to the grand finale:

She had things started pretty well
when we came. It was to be a stock-
farm, and she had bought sheep and
calves. and a cow, and chickens, and a
ferocious o!d mother pig with alot of
dottie dumpling little p'gaies: but the
eld cannibal ate up forr of them —how I
hated her tor it—and a hoe, and a big
shovel, and lots of otier things.

The first morning Aland I thought
we'd take a ramble and see how we liked
it. But she want.d to go down to the
stream and I wunted to go up to the
*‘knob,” as Clissy called it, and see the
landscape. I hadn't got there when a
cow looked menacingly at me, and I ran
as I never dreamed I could run. The
man was milking in the barnyard, and
he looked up with a grunt when I came.
‘We had to call him Cornr:d bechuae he
wouldn’t answer to Conrad.

Al didn’t appear to breakfa-t; but she
is suct an irresponsible creature anyhow,
that we sup; osed she was sketching
some stump, :0 we kep* her chops warm,
snd washed the dishes so asto churn
before it became too hot.

About ten o'clock [ went out to hunt
eggs, a:d was sure that I heard my
mame, in accents wild. Icalled **Clissy!"
and ‘“‘Cornrod!” and we followed the
soun:d until we could see the poor girl
perched in a little, shaking thorn tree,
about fou - feet from the ground, while a
murderous old ram stood guard below.
She had been there three blessed hours.
Conrad threw a picce of earth at him,
and he wulked away, and the poor ¢hild
Hmped home with us.  Her hands were
all blistered with clinging to the tree,
and she had screamed for us till her
throat was sore.

+[ Lave a fine flock of sheep there,”
remarked the proud owner,as we climbed
awkwardly over the bars.  ““They are
more profituble than cattle, because they
increase so rapidly and mature so quick-
Iv. The increase is quite wonderful,
The gentleman of whom I bought these
'a’s__n

“Yaw, yaw--he say von lie,” inter-
rupted the stolid Conrad. *‘He <ell you
forty ram, he keep de ewe. Increase!
Nein!”

(lissy was silent for two minutes.
Then she said:

wild here; it is a briar; perhaps we can
find one here.”

‘I should be delighted,” I replied,
faintly. When we reached the yard-
fence, Al cried in nmazement: ‘““Where's
the barn?"  And sure asI am telling it,
that vicious little mule had kicked it
down.

It was what they call a ““Kansas barn,”
made of poles, with a straw roof, tied
down to keep it from blowing off, and
the beast was cating the roof. When
Conrad went up to sec about it, he was
sent flying heels over head, and I laughed;
he never forgave me, either.

It rained that afternoon, and we
helped Clissy cut carpet-rags for 8
kitchen carpet.  We were afraid to go
down cellar on account of the enormous
rats, so we stood in the stairway and
passeg milk and meat to and from the
invincible Conrad. He set three gapin
steel traps, and we retired the acconﬁ
night in the blissful fancy that the rats
would soon be vanquished. Toward
moraing we were awakened by un odor
that would have made those stenches of
the plague-stricken Fgyptians seem as
perfume by contrast.  Poor Clissy sat
up and gasped. Al began to cry, as
usual, and I wished that I were a man
long enough to swear,

1t would be two hours before Conrad
came to investigate, and we should all
die in that time I knew,

What could it be! Several things
were suggested, but the solution was
not satisfactory until Al sprang up from
her cot (we oaly had one bed) and
screamed: *‘Oh, I know; it’s naturel
as. Your bored well has struck it. We
shall light the town and make our for-
tunes Hurrah for old Clissy! Now you
must do the handsome by us. I will
take a dinmond necklice for my wed-
ding present, and you can build a house
in town and we'll live with you.”

It seemed so probable that even Clissy
forgot her usual caution and planned a
aubstantial barn on the possibility. We
were sure that we heard a rut dragaing
the trap down cellar, and we ventured to
the head of the stairs in the gray dawn
and peeped down.  The natural gas, the
supply of which was apparently un-
limited, s-emed to emanate from the cel-
lar, and was so stifling thut we could not
investizate long at a time,

“girl " said Al “it's not a rat, but
the dearest black and white creature that
youeversaw. It's caught by the foot.
Where's your book of natural history.
May be I can tell what it is.”

| take him in von bag und gill him,”
said the manly tones of Conrad, coming
up just then. I schmell him half-mile
avay. Mcin Gott, how ever I dakeshim
out von dot?”

“(iirls,” said Clissy, from the other
end of the pouch, “it is the most beau-
tiful sunrise I ever saw.  Only sec that
crimson !”

Perhags you won't believe me, but we
didn't get that odor out of the house for
three months, or out of our clothes either,
although we almost bought out the co-
logne {1om the Sparta drugstore.

Theday that followed was the most
heart-rending of all. We couldn’t eat,
and were so faint that we could scarcely
work We resolved that no chance visitor
should be ndmitted to the house upon
pein of deathto the offender. I was
learing to make shortcake when a
scream from Al made me look up.

“:Somebedy is coming. What shall we
do? Go and meet him, Clis, and ke:p
him from the house.™

“:1{e’s only a tramp, and I think he is
drunk, too. I'd better call Conrad, I'm
afrnid ¢f a drunken man.” She walked
timidly to the end of the porch and met
the intruder.

“I beg your pardon, but as I was
crossing yonr field in my walk, one of
your rams assaulted me, and made me so
unpresentable, that I must ask for some
soap and water, and a needle and thread.
I am & elergyman from the village,
madame.”

“, erta'nly,” said Clissy, ‘I am very
sorry that anything so serious should
have happened to you upon my place,”
and she showed him into the sitting room
and gave him the necessary articles. He
stagzered as he walked, and I saw that
the blood was dripping from his hair,
He was hurt more seriously than he
would confess. When he had been there
an hour we thought we had better peek,
aud we did. He had got to the lounge
and fallen upon it. The blood from his
head was dropping upon the floor, and
his fac: was as pule as death. We for-
got all about our mortification at our
plight, and flew about in great distress.
Clissy is so motherly and koows so much
about everything that she soon brought
him a-ound; bandaged his cut and
rubbed arnica upon his bruises. He was
so modest and pleasant, and so patient—
I knew he wae suffering dreadfully—that
we couldn't help admiring him; and it
was such a surprise to him to find three
ladies in that desolate little house, and
it was such a surprise to us to flnd a
gentleman in one who looked so like a
tramp. And Clissy cleaned his coat—
it hal absorbed a great deal of sticky
mud from the rain of the day before—
and took him home in the evening in
thelhorrid spring-wagon, drawn by the
mule.

Well, nothing wou!d do, when he
called the next week, but that we should
come to ch irch and take classes in the
Sunday-school and attend the socials.

And we found that the people were pleas:
ant and the country beautiful, and Mr.
Haven—oh, well, I shall not say one
more word about him—or you will guess
—but then, who cares if you do?'—
Lizzie Iyer Neff, in Currens,

An Odd Judge of Good Cattle.

One of the very best judges of hogi
and cattle on the hoof—he has no
superior in the whole country—is ‘Thomas
Cole, of Kansa: City, Missouri, who has
grown rich in the business. He bought
for Plankinton, in Milwaukee. thirty cdd
years ago, and afterward for Armour
when he opened a packing house in
Chicago. Now he buys for Armour's
house ia Kansas City, and invariably
shows great sazacity. In the old days,
when cattle were driven east on the
roads leading to Chicago, the herders
would send word forward to Plankinton
and Armour that their drivers would be
at Mad'son, Jefferson, or some other
station at a given date. This would
wive drivers the benefit of two markets:
if they could not mike & favorable sale
at Milwaukee, they would push on to
Chicago Thomas Cole would cram his
pockets full of bank notes, as much as
%100,0:0 sometimes, and, with a number
of assistants, would intercept the drovers
at some given point. He never kept any
accounts, except in h's head, anid could
not be per-uaded to do so. He would
return with a lot of cattle to his employer,
with the words: “Iere's your cattle,
and here's what's left of your money.”
Then he would examine all his pockets
and hand over every dollar he could find.
Sometimes he would di cover, days after-
ward, bills that had been tucked care-
fully away, and promptly deliver them.
Nobody ever doubted his fhonesty, which
was of the strictest so:t. Cole has done
a greal deal toward swelling the fortune:
of his employers, and is to duy as capa-
ble and as much of a character aa sver,
— Commercial Adverliser.

“A beautiful, sensitive plant grows

COLONEL BOWIE.

SLAVE TRADER, DUELIST AND
TEXAN REVOLUUIONIST.

Eventful Career of the Man Who
Invented the Celebrated Hunt-
ing Knife Named After Him
—A Life ef Dangen

James Bowie was born in Logan Coun-
ty, Kentucky, in the year 1i86. llis
arents were patives of Ceorgia, his
ather being a woodsman and hunter, in
which craft James was brought up. The
family wanderel from place to place,
usually seeking the remotest frontier,
and fina'ly settled on the borders of
L-uisiana and Texas, Here, in 18U,
James Bowic made a clearing for him-
self, built a log cabin, nnd lived princi-
pally by fishing and hunting. ~Many
were his decds of daring and reckless-
ness in his forest adventures, and many
stories have been preserved of his wild
exploits. He would catch nnd ride not
only wild horses, but wild deer, and on
one occasion he caught, roped, and rode
an alligator.

He grew to be a large and powerful
man, six feet in height and extremely
muscular. His temper is su’d to have
been good, but he was casily aroused to
anger, which was tcrrible and uvap-

easable, and lel him into many a trag-
ical encounter. He never fought a reg-
ular duel, vut was eogag.d in many
fights, most of which had a bloody ter-
mination. He was said to have been a
general favorite among his friends and
neighbors, which goes to disprove that
Lie was not of a cruel or bloodthirsty dis-
position.

Texas, at that time belonging to Mex-
ico, was a sort of promised lund to the
adventurers of the Southwest.  One of
the first expeditions into that country
wasunder General James Long, of Tun-
nessee, and Bowic accompanied it. This
was in 1819. The expedition resulted
disastrously, Long being captured and
killed by the Mexlcans, but Bowie re-
turned safely to his home.

He now sold his land, and in company
with Lis brothers engaged in slave trad-
ing with Lafitte, the notorious pirate of
the Gulf. Under the laws of the United
States at that time slaves were not al-
lowed to be imported into the country,
but the brothers Powie easily evaded
ditticulty. Their plan of operations was
to go to Galveston and purchase from
Jafitte 8 number of negroes, for which
they paid at the rate of $1a pound, or
about $140 for each negro,  These they
would bring into the limits of the United
States, and then go to custom house offi-
cers and become informers against them-
selves. The law gave the informer half
the va'ue of the negroes, which were put
up and sold by the United States Mar-
shal. At the Marshal's sale they would
themselves become the purchasers,
would receive half the purchase money
back and a certificate of sale, which en-
titled them to dispose of thu negroes in
the United States. Bowie followed this
business until he made some ¥i0,0)0,
most of which he soon spent in riotous
living in New Orleans.

It was during these expeditions to
Galveston that his genius evolved the
hunting knife, with which his name will
always be associated. It wns made for
him by & blacksmith after & design of
his own. It was made with a heavy
back, so that it could be used in chop-
ping as well as thrusting, thus fulfilling
the purpose of a hatchet, for which he
used it 1n his woodsman life.

In the exciting political contests that
:a;mw out of Jackson’s advent as a candi-

ate Bowie took an active pmt. In
1826 he was residing at Ale andria, on
Rel River, and during « political cam-
paign he got int) an altercation with
Norris Wright, Sheriff of Rapides Par-
ish. Bowie was unarmed, and Wright
drew a pistol and shot him through the
b.dy, but even then, if Wright hud not
been rescued by his friends Bowie would
have killed him with his fists. This at-
tack so enraged him thut Le determined
thereafter never to go without his knife,
and he had a seabbard made for it, and
said he would wear it as long as he lived.
A year luter this fead with theriff
Wright culminated in a terrible encounter
at Nutchez. In Yeptember, 1827, two
very respectable citizens of Louisianna,

WORDS OF WiSDOM.

A good cause fears no judge.

Ask thy purse what thou shouldst buy.

No man is good unless he is good unto
all.

1¢ is difficult to combine patience with
grief,

Creditors have better memorics than
debtors.

A good man even in death makes no
mistake.

Real merit of any kind cannot long be
concealed.

When your superior entreats you you
partly rule.

In this world & man must be cither anvil
or hammer.

‘When the judge is merciful the law is
disregarded.

It is hard to rcfuse when a superior
asks a favor.

Never trouble trouble, till trouble
troubles you.

[t is a happy thing for us that this is
really ull we have to concern ourselves
about—what to do next.

Go not for every gricf to the physicinn,
for every quarrel to the lawyer, nor f{or
every thir.t to the pot.

Give what you have. To “ome ont: it
may be better than you dare to think.

The best characters have a mixture of
infirmities, and the worst huve some re-
deeming virtues,

Stonewall Jackson in Battle.

In an crticle on Stonewall Jackson in
the Southern Bicowae Thomas M. Boyd
tells of his appearance on the field of
battle:

I never was close to him on the field of
battle but once; that was on the hill not
fur from the Henry House, at the frst
battle of Manassas. He was extremely
pale, but his eyes glared with unnatural
brilliancy. It was on that occasion taat
Colonel BBaylor, of Augusta County, rode
hurriedly up to him and said: “Gene-al,
my men sre armed withthe old flint-lock
musket, and not half of them wil fire.”
He replied: “1f you will exemine it, ou
will tind that old musket has the lest
bavonet in the world. Use the bayoret,
Colonel.” In ashort while the Fedural
troops began to give way, and it is pos-
sible that this circumstance turned the
t:de of battle. I have scen the state-
ment somewhere, thut General Bee said
to him: “‘General, they are beating us

will give them the bayouet, sir.” This
may betrue. but it is probable that the
remark made to Colonel Baylor 'was
afterward claimed to have been muode
to General Bee. I will never forget the
terrific fichting that cvening about 3
o'clock—the roar of the artillery, the
screaming, bursting shells, the rattle of
small arms, The smoke blind.d mu; I
stooped low to see how to lead my men.
We were almost exhausted, and burning
with thirst. Peauregard galloped by;
this gave us some hope, and we cheered
him and passed on. The Federals fought
desperately. At last I saw Jackson, and
I felt safe, for his presence always in-
gpired his men with confiden’e. That
evening he was shot through the bridle-
bend.  General Imboden approaclied,
called h's attention to the fazt, and nug-
gested surgical aid. Jackson said: “It
1 a mere seratch, sir.” His hand was
bound up with a sash, he continuing on
the ficld until the engagement ceased.
Hz then repaired to the place wiwere
the wounded had been collected. The
surgeons were busy, of course. On: of
them seeing General Jacksom, ap-
proached, and oTered his assistaace.
T'he General insisted thut the surgeo:n at-
tend to thnse who were more seriously
hurt than himself, saying he prefe:red
waiting until the private soldiers ‘vere
relieved.

Rice.

The word *‘rice” is evidently of Yast-
ern origin: Tamil, arisi; Arabie, aruz;
Latin, oryza; Italian, risw; French, riz
It is only second in importance aniong
the cereals to wheat, and forms the grain
food of over one-third of the human
race.

Its use by the inhabitants of China and
India extends as far back as the earliest
records of either country. A Chinese
classic describes minutely the drni-mﬁe

]

Dr. Maddox and Samuel Wells, having | and irrigation works constructed by t
a difference to settle, agreed to meet on| Emperor Yu on the Yang-tse-kiang

asand bar in the Mississippi River op- | 4,236 years ago.

It was cultivated in

Natchez with a few friends. Fhey m t, | Egypt fully filty centuries ago, though
exchanged shots, and becnme reconciled. | not the principal food of the latter coun-

When retiring from the ground Wells | try. Frequent Biblical references to rice
invited Maddox and his second, Colonel | yre found. Hercdotus fully deseribas it,
Crane, to the woods adjoining, where!ny does Pliny in his treatise upon the
some others of his fricnds, excluded | food plants of Indis. While Gibbon con-
from the field, were, to take refresh-! siders that it was cultivated in Spa.n at
ments. Crane objected, on the ground | the time of the Roman occupation, it
that there were certain men there helcerta'nly, as an industry, attained no
could not mect. Wells then assented to | prominence in Europe until compara-
go where Maddox's friends, who had | tively modern times, and it is generally

also been excluded from the field, were.
When on the way the party were met by
the friends of Wells, who were James
Bowie, General Curry and another per-
son. Crane and General Curry were
mortal enemies, and immediately drew
their pistols. Crane had a pist .l in each
hand, and shot Bowic first and then
Curry, the latter being instantly killed.
At this the friends of Maddox hurricd to
the scene, and among them was the
Sheriff Wright who had the encounter
with Cowiea year before. Wright also
fired at Bowie, and he fell. A general
firing ensued and several others were
killed. Wright seeing Bowie lying ap-
Eu.rcntly dead, approached and bentover

im, when DIowic suddenly drew his
knife and stubbed Wright to the heart.
He then arose, though severely wounded,
and stabbed another of the party with
his knife, and the battle then termi-
nated.

When Bowie recovered from his
wounds he determined to leave the
United States and take up his residence
in Texas. There he went in the year
1830 and engaged actively on the side of
the revolutionists, his valor soon gaining
him a distingnisted name in that coun-
try. Hemarried a daughter of one o. the

x-governors of the province and was ap-
pointed Colonel of onc of the 'Toxas regi-
ments. During the next few years he
was eng'ged in many fights with the
Indians and with the Mexicans, in one
of which he and nine or ten men sue-
cceded in defending themselves against
150 Indians, with a !oss of only one
killed and two wounded.

His csreer was finally ended at the
bloody battle of Alamo. Ile had been
ordered to that place to take command,
but a few days after he reached there he
was taken down with pneumonia, and
during the siege was confined to his bed,
As is well known Santa Anna, command-
ing 3,600 Mexicans, besicged the fort in
March, 1836, It had only ab.ut 150 de-
fenders. After some days of attack the
place was stormed and every Texan put
to the sword. Nooneescaped. Bowie,
sick in bed, is said to have shot down
with pistols und killed with his knife a
number of his assilants before he yielded
up his life. Whether this is true or not
it is safe to assumec that if he had
strength and consciousness cnough to do
it it was done. The celebrated Colonel
David Crockett was also a victim of this
massacre.— Chicago Herald,

believed to Lave been introduced by the
Moorsinto Andalusia during thecleventh
century, and to have crossed from ¥ pain
into Italy about a century later,

Rice 1s grown in nearly every portion
of the globe—in Java, Brozil, Hawaii,
Americs, Italy, Japan, India, but princi-
pally in China and Burmah. The Eur-
mese crop is nearly all exported, the in-
hubitants subsisting on some chraper
food, as millet or'dourrha; that of China
is prineipally consumed at home, though
a good deal tinds its way into this coun-
try.—Sovuthern Divowas.

A Mongolian Prayer.

The worship of ancestors at graves is
not seen here, as the bodies aresent back
to China; but there every Apuil, on a
certain day, the family tombs are visited
and offerings made. The Chinese think
that we do the same on I’ecoration Day;
at least this is the impression of many.
The prayers offered at the tomb of an
ancestor are ready made and printed and
are not recited, as the bearer very natur-
ally argues that the soul of the ancastor
if it knows anything is aware of what is
wanted, so it is simply burned a: the
tomb. The following is a literal trans-
lation of a prayer ofercd copied [rom
one of theslips:

TANGKWANG, }
12th month, 3d moon, 1st da-

I, Lin Kwang, the secoud son of the third
jgeneration, presume to come befors the
grave of my ancestor, L'n Kung. Revolv-
ing years have brought again the feason of
spring. Cherishing sentiments of vener.tion
1 look up and sweep your tomb. Prostrat? 1
pr iy that you will com.: and be present, and
thi- you will grant to your posterity that
taas mey be prosperous end fllustrious. At
tai: season of peneral showers and gentle
uree.es I desirs to recompense the root of m
oxistence, and exert my=elf sincerely, Al-
ways grant your safe protection. Most
reverently I present the five-fold sacrifice of
a pig, a fowl, a duck, a goose, and a fish;
also an ollering of five plates of fruit, with
libatious of spirituous lrjuors, earnestly en-
treating that you will come and view them.
With the most attentive respect this an-
nouncemant is prasented on high.

The religion of the Chinaman ard of
Chinatown is bounded by no narrow
limits. It is boundicss—fitted for all
stations, and is & jumble of tradition,
superstition and ignorance, incompre-
Lensible to nine-tenths of its so-called
adhereats.—San Francisco Cull,

Life indeed is short, but by ills it be-
comes f.0o long.

AGRICULTURAL.

TOPICS OF INTEREST RELATIVE
TO FARM AND GARDEN.

Grow From the Best Seed.

The kind of tubers to use for seed po-
tatoes is discussed by a correspondent of
the New York Zribune, who says that
possibly a large crop of fine-sized pota-
toes may be grown from small tubers in
rich, mellow soil, but the prineiple is all
wrong. The potato is a subterraneous
branch, with buds analagous to those
above ground, and on this account some
writers argue that the matter of size isun-
important. Every right-minded nursery-
man knows how necessary it is to in-
crease his stock of plants from sound,
healthy specimers only, and the most
vigorous, well-ripened shoots are in-
variably seclected. The forthcoming
gencration depends in great degree upon
this act, as is frequently demonstrated
by the transmission of diseases which or-
dinarily are not handed down through
the means of seeds. The potato eutting,
as it were, even if taken from a poor
little tubor, will by liberal use of manure
and thorough culture produce some
large specimens; but will the crop be so
uniformly large as if large tubers were
used? Reason saysno. The large tubers
will give a very much better average in
the long run.—American Rural Home.

Ensilage Made from Apple Pomace.

An interesting experiment conducted
at the Massachusetts station and report-
ed on by Professor Goessmann, was of
ensilage made from apple pomace. The
pomace which served for the prepara-
tion of the apple ensilage was taken
from a cider mill near Amherst the lat-
ter part of Uctober, and con:i:ted of the
clear press refuse of a mixture of differ-
ent kinds of apples.

Two casks of a capacity of from fifty
to sisty gallons cach were used for the
experiment. These were painted inside
with a black tar varnish to render them
airand water tight. The pomuce was
stamped down solid, and subsequently
covered with tar paper, which was held
down by a layer of sand several inches
in thickness, and some large stones. The
ca:ks, thus filled, were kept in a corner
on the barn floor until the following
May, when they were opened to examine
their contents. The material was found
throughout apparently as fresh as when

back,” snd Jack:on's reply was: ' We | pit up; neither mouldy nor rotten, nor

even discolored on its surface. It had a
pleassnt, fruit-like acid odor and taste,
ind contain:d but traces of ammonia
compounds.  One hundred parts of the
fresh apple ensilage required 0.744 parts
of sodium hydroxide for the naturaliza-
tion of its free organic acids, which
prove thus to be less than in either kind
of corn ensilage. The ensilage of apple
pomace is highly relished by cows and
swine, and is, if not superior, at least
e jual, pound for pound, n feeding value
to the apple pomace, which served for
its production. The nitrogenous con-
stituents hed increased at the expunse of
the saccharine constituents; the latter
had been destroyed at a higher rate by
fermentation than the former.—New
York World.

Bushes and Weeds on the Farm.

It seems a very strange thing, says a
correspondent of the Country Gen'lemun,
that our farmers should allow so many
bushes, shrubs and weeds growing along
the public highways and in other con-
spicuous places on their farms. What a
bad effect it has on the appearance of a
man's farm! So small an expense would
be required in removing them all. Can
it be that some farmers want their farma
to revert to wilds? They all the time re-
ceive no pro .t from them, but they have
to pay taxes on them. I cannotsee why
it is that farmers sometimes increase the
acreage of their l.nd. They do aot see
the extent of land which might, with
large profits, be brought under control,
and produce more on & small grea with
less lubor, and without extia taxes and
cost.

Farmers are careless, and try to do a
great deal without doing it well. If
they had only considered it in time they
would have blen the first to exclaim
against the folly of refraining from do-
ing a thing which could %Je done so
easily, and which was of so much impor-
tane.

All will agree with me when I say
that if the %ighway is simply mowed
every year clear up to the fence, no
weads will grow up there as a general
thing, but grass, on the other hand,
will take their place, and cause as bene-
fictal & supply as any part of the farm.
Every one knows too well for me to ex-
press it, that weeds and bushes cannot
live where they are regularly mowed
every year. Every one who has anysense
of propriety will be struck with the fdlly
of so mowing a field that when the cen-
tral part is cut for harvest, a streak will
be left along the fence whi h is not
mowed. Let me say to every farmer who
has not mown up to his fences fully this
year, ot who has bushes and coarse
weeds growing along them, which are in
consequence of that space not havin
been mown in years back, to do so this
year: mow every one of those weeds
and bushes, and do not fail to do this
every year, and in a few years he will
have no bushes along his fence, and
every inch of his farm will pay and look
better,

Farm and Garden Notes.

A New York State cow-feeder says
that wheat-bran and middlings have
given him the best results,

Rye, if sown now, will grow, and as it
is bardy, will furnish carly green food
before the grass makes its appearance in
the spring.

Oncof the best supplementary feeds
with corn-fodder is wheat-bran. It is
even better in the winter as a supple-
mentary food for cows.

If every farmer who cuts down a tree
wiil plunt u young one in its place the
result will be a constant supply of timber
and fuel as well as a profit.

Sell all youny cattle that you do not
intend to keep over winter that are in
good condition. They will soon cost too
muczh to keep if you have not a proper
place and pro,er feed for them.

The natural li‘e of sheep is shorter
than that of any other domestic animal,
Five or six years is the limit of practical
usefuluess, though valuable breeding
ewes may be keptone or two years longer
by careful treatment.

It is cheaper to clean out the poultry-
house every day than to allow the drop-

ings to accumulate, for the reason that
it requires but a short time for the vola-
tile elements of the manure to escape.
What is saved by not frequently clean-
ing the house, as labor, is(}ost in the de-
preciation of the droppings.

It is a singular fact that gypsum or
plaster of paris is so little _used. The
cheapest of ail mineral fertilizers, and
the one best adapted to clover, its use
rarely extends far beyond the locality
where it is dug and ground. Thereits
cheapness insures a large use by neigh-
boring farmnrs, who find it very profit-
able.

A late cultivation of strawberries, with
the application of au bag of superphos-
phate per acre, scattered in the rows
near the roots of the plants, will give
good results next spring. All the run-
ners between the rows should be re-
moved, the grass hoed away between the
plants, and the ground made as clean as
possible. ;

It is asserted that ‘‘a mixture of lime
in clay soil has the effect of making them
porous and friable; hence, by such treat-
ment they are made more workable and
are better fitted for nourishing the life
of plants. Clays that harden into solid
lumps after a shower of rain are little
better than recks, in so far as the food
of plants is concerned.”

Professor Arnold, who has been in-
specting the English modes of agricul-
ture, states that the English dairymen
are far in advance of the American. They
use greater skill in feeding and husband
the manure Dbetter, as well as using
economy in every departmeut. He states
that if our dairymen would economize
as well they would make their farms
fertile and become wealthier.

A swine-breeder says that in weaning
pigs there is something more to be con-
sidered than simply taking them away
from their mother. They should be
weaned gradually, so as not to receive
any stunt orset-back. To take pigsaway
before they have been tuught to eat
gives them check for at leist two weeks.
Feeding them in a separate place to
which they have access will accustom
them to «ating.

An experienced farmer warns others
against giving cotton-veed meal to breed-
ing cows or to young sto~k of any kind.
It is very difficult to d;gest, and when
fed tocows often causes abortion. Great
care must be used in getting anirals ac-
customed to this food, wh'ch cannot be
fed in large quantities even to stock ac-
customed to it. Young calves fed even
a little have been killed byit. Linseed-
oil meal is now cheap enough, and with

Northern farmers will continue to have |

the preference.

Most cellars in early winter will br de-
cidedly benefited by thorough ventila-
tion. The air i3 usually too warm at
this seas n, and ventilating on cold days
to lower the temperature will not only
removz the foul air. but will also to
sonie extent prevent the decay of vege-
tables which causes it. 'With a thermo-
meter in the cellar it is easy to decide
when the air approaches a freezing point,
and after this the ventilation may be re-
stricted to warm davs in winter when no
danger of frost nced be appreh:nded.

1t is not wise to put leaves for protec-
tion thickly over plants. They hold

moisture, and rot instealof protect, and |

often breed mildew, which is as bad as
cold. It is bright light, together with
frost, that injures plants, and enough
leaves to shade is all that is required.
This is why evergreens—-such as rho-
dodendrons and kalmias—suffer so much
in winter. Something to keep off the sun
is as beneficial as something to keep off
the frost. For this reason the ground is
itself a good protector. Many tender
fruits can be taken care of by bending
the branches and covering with carth.

Roots want air as well as water, and
the soil should be symewhat open in
order to permit air to circulate through
it. When the earth does not dry up
rapidly something is wrong. It i8 no
uncommon sight to see benches of roses,
carnations and other things completely
sodden, and the plants then die from
root fungus. When fungus does appear,
sulphur exposed t» the hot sun's rays, is
among the hest remedies. The above
remarks have in view mainly the culture
of flowers in benches, as practiced in
florists’ greenhouses. But similar in-
structions are needed for the smaller
grower. .

Professor Shelton has found that in
fecding cooked corn and raw corn to pigs
the advantage was decidedly with the
latter. In un experiment which h%made
the corn was cooked by steam in a barrel,
to which a pipe was run from the boiler.
It was so thoroughly acted upon by the
heat that each grain could be easily
crushed between the thumb and fingers.
During the coldest weather the cooked
corn froze in the troughs, often before
the pigs could eat. Every detail of
the experiment goes to confirm the opin-
ion that nothing is gained by cooking
the food; that the trouble and expense
are given for nothing.

Bird Stories.

1.amon Vejur of Pomona, Cal., killed
a four-legged quail.

Sailors caught o seagull in the English
channel whilc it was floating asleep on
the water.

A large eagle flew down in a street in
New Haven, Conn., and got into a fight
with a dog. It was captured by a
policeman.,

Wine-growers of Sonoma County, Cali-
fornia, placed poisoned wheat in their
vincyargs and thus killed vast numbers
of quail.

D. H. Cwings, living near Sturgeon,
Mo., caught twenty-three owis and
hawks in a steel-trap on & tree near his

2 | hen-house in six months.

Millions of gulls are found about the
mouth of the St. Croix River, and fur-
nish profitable sport for Indians, who
sell their plumage for millinery and
decorative purposes.

A turkey cock in Americus, Ga., left
his mates and lived with a flock of
guinea hens.  His devotion carried him
go far that he hatched out a mest of
guinea cggs and provided for the little
chicks.

One of the results of the reckless kill-
ing of herons, storks, egrets, and other
birds of South Florida is an increase in
the number ot snukes about the lakes
and ponds. The great blue heron 1s 8
famous snake-catcher.

The Japanese tumbler i3 a singular
bird, which has a habit of jumping from
its perch, turning a somersault in the
air, and then coming down right side
up on its perch again. It performs this
trick dozens of times in succession. The
bird is somewhat larger than a canary.

Aheal of the Egyptiaus.

“Talk about Egyptian embalming,”
said a Chicago undertaker. ‘‘Why, it
don't compare with what we do nows-
days. Those old Egyptions didn’t know
whut art was in the profession of under-
taking. There is too much nonsense
atioat about the lost art of embalming as
practived by the Egyptians. Inthe first
place their ciimate is of a kind to pre-
serve dead animal tissue whether it is
embalmed or not. It is very dry in
Egypt and the temperature is even, The
boasted mummies of Egypt are simply
dried up specimens of skin and bones.
To day we can embalm a body so that it
will preserve the fullness and hue of life
and 1t will never dry up at all. If the
modern process of embalming had been
know to the Egyptians of several thou-
sand years ago, those old Kings who
were laid away in the pyramids for us
moderns to look at,instead of presenting
the npgeamnca of tanned leather, would
ha' e the kingly dignity of form and fea-
ture which was theirs when their bodies
were 1aid away for the last long sleep.”

POPULAR SCIENCE.

Some photographs of a recent thunder
storm in France are said to indicate that
the normal form of lightning discharﬁ'
between the clouds and the earth is that
of an irregular spiral,

The London Lancet and other Euro-
gian medical journals sare presenting

ofessor Buisson's treatment for hydro-
phobia as more efficacious than Pasteur's.
It is asserted that Beisson’s method ef-
fects cures even after rabies have been
developed,

@as locomotives are in successful ope-
ration at Melbourne, Australia. A six-
horse power engine is supplied with res-
ervoirs, sixteen inches wide and six feet
long, containing gas compressed to re
resent 280 cubic feet, sufficient for a fif-
teen-mile run. '

Attention is azain turned toward Ant-
arctic explorations, through an addrcss
by Baroa Von Muller, who points out
that by establishing an outpost at Auck-
Ia_nd or Macquarle Island, and an expe-
dition aided by steam and electric bal-
loons, the problems connected with Polar
exploration could, in all probability, be
solved. There secems 2 chance that the
Australian Government will undertake
the task.

One pound of cosl. acco:ding to re-
cent Franklin Institute tests, will yield
an amount of lizht averaging 150 can-
dles with the electric arc light (about 60
per cent, of thisif gl ssshadesareuscd),
twenty candles witu incandescent lamps,.
and fourteen to seven cen candles with
gas. In this estimate it is assumed that
steam coal is burned under a good boiler
for the electric lights. and that the gas
is obtained from a bituminous coal. .

The recent voyuge of the electric
launch Volta across the British Channel,
from Dover to (al:is and back, is re-
garded as a scientific success far in ad-
vance of what was expected. The Volta
ig built of galvanizel steel plates, and
her deck is nea:ly on a leref with the
water. Below the deck are placed the
electric accumulators, These are little
square boxes about cight by twelve
inches, and are wedged closely together
to prevent shifting. .

An account is given in the Reous

| Sc’entifigue of an I'alian method of pre-

ser\rin% bodies in a soft and flexib'e
state for several months, and by this
means enabling them to be dissected
without any danger to the preparator or
the anatomist. To th's end they are
placed in some sort of a receptacle or
other, and covered with a layer of the
thickest and purest honey that can be
obtained. If it be de:ired to preserve
an entire cadaver by this simple and in-
expensive proc ss, the plan pursued is to
begin by carefully filling the encephalic,
thoracic, and abdominal- cavities with a
sufficient quantity of tannin, This pro-
cess, when conducted with care, is
stated to give remarkable results, a
corpse thus prepared appearing for sev-
eral months to be aslcep. In a sense,
the alcoholic fermentation that occurs
under these circumsiances serves it as
food while preserving its softness and
flexibility to & degree ~trongly resembling
that of real life. When the fermenta-
tion ceases, a hardening of the parts oc-
curs, and renders the artistic forms of
the bo.sti[l more marked.

How the Thistle Travels.

Wherever civilized man goes, there the
thistle accompanies him as a matter of
course in bis various wanderings. Tt
adapts itself to all earthly environments.
Close up to the Arctic Circle you find it
defying the indigenous reindeer with its
- prickly wings; under an o juatoral sky
you may observe it accommoduting itself
most comrlacently with a sardonic smile
to tropical existence, and battling with
the prickly cactuses and the thorny
acacias, to the manner born, for its fair
ghare'of the dry nnd arid uplands.  Even
nettles are nowhere in competition with
it; in spite of its valuable and irritating
sting, the nettle has not the plasticity
and adaptibility of constitution tktat
mark the stout and sturdy thistle tribe.
Garnered and harvested yearly with the
farmer’s corn, its seeds have been gratu-
itously distribute. by its enemy, man, in
all climates; and, when unce it gaios the
slightest foothold, its win?ed own en-
ables it to diffuse itself ad infini-
tum through the virgin soil of
yet unconguered  an unthistly
continents, A field of thistle; in Eng-
land itsell isa beautiful sight for the én-
thusiastic botanist (who has usually a
low opinion of tte agricultural interest);
but in the fresh and fallow earth of New
Zealand they attain a yet more prodig-
ious and portentous sta'ure, that might
well strike awe und d’'smay into the
stout heart of a I'erksh’re farmer.

The fact is, th> thistle is one of those
bellicose plants which specially lay them-
selves out, in the strug:le for existence,
for the ocrupation of soils where they are
compelled to defend their leaves and
stems from the con-t.nt attacks of the
laroer herbivores. ¢n open plains and
wide steppes m':ch browsed over in the”
wild state by deer or buffalo, and in the
degenerate civilized condition by more -
prosaic cows and donkeys, one may a&-
ways note that unly the prickliest an
most defensive plants have any chance of

aining a livelihood. —Popular Science
onthly. -

Cat's Eyes and Moonstones.
¢‘Here is something for the lover ol
fine jewels,” said Mr. Ed. Smith, himsel!
a connoisseur in gems, and he opened 3
small velvet box about the size of n thim-
ble and displayed something that shone

like moonlight.

«That is just what it is, condensed
moonlight,” said Mr. Smith. *‘There is
the opaline thy without the color and
the shifting light. Itis the cold, pale
brillaney of movnshine, and has never
before been worked. It is the Ceylon
moonstone or moonlizht quartz.”

The stone was set in a ludy's brooch,
of small oval size. ‘The faces of two
children were carved in the moon-tone,
which w.s surrounded by a circle of
diamonds.

“We prize it very highly, as it is the
coming gem,” continued Mr. Smith. *It
cannot be imitated any more than moon-
licht can. The water has petrified the
rare brillancy of a tropical moon held in
its depths, It took centuries to solidfy
it, but only a moment to imprison that
glory of whiteness. It gives the arbi-
trary belle of the present anew fashion,
It is much more pellucid than opal, which
is water, petrified with multitudes of in-
finitesimal fish in it, which are developed
by microscopical power. There are no
fish in the moonstone. The shifting
colors of the opal are caused by the ex-
pansion of the fish under heat.”

-‘And not by any adverse fate "

“Certainly not. The superstition set
forth by Sir Walter Scott in ‘Annie
of Geiernstein’ is very charming, but does
not coincide with facts, The moon-
stone and the cat's-eye will be the lead-
ing styles in gems for gentlemen’s weat
th?a senson, And the ladies will wear
the moonstone as & substitute for their
favorite pearls, which it surpasses in
beauty."—Detroit Free Press.

Italy has twenty-one universities—one

more than Germany.
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