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Cheistmas Thme.
Heap on more wood L the wind is chill;
Jut let it w o as it will,

We'll keep onr Cliristmas merry still,
Each age has decmed the new-horn year
The fittest time for festal cheer :

" " * * - * * .

And well our Christins gives of old

Loved when the year its conrse had rolled,
And brought blithe Clvistinas back again,
With all his hospitable frain,

Domestic and relizions right

Gave honor to the holy nic
On Christmas eve the bells were rung s
On Christmas eve the miss was sung
That only night, in all the year,

Saw the stoled priest the chalice rear,
The damsel donned hoer Eivtle sheen
The hall was dressed with helly green
Torth to the wood did merry nien go,

To gather in the mistletoe,

Then opened wide the Laron's hall

To vassal, tenaut, serf, and all ¢

Power laid Lis rod of rule aside,

And ceremony doffed his pride,

The heir, with rozes in his shoes,

That night might village partner choose ;
The lord, nnderogating, share

The vulgar game of * post and pair,”

Al hailed, with uneontrolled delisat,
And general vower, the happy night,

That to the cottage, as the crown,
Brought tidings of salvation down,

The fire, with well dried logs supplicd,
« Went roaring i

The huge hali ta sent Tuuee,

Serubbed till it shone the day to grace,

Bore then npoen its massive bosrd

No mark to part the siuire aud lord.

Then was Lrought in the lusty brawn,

By old blne eoated serving nan

Then the grim boar’s head frowned on high,

Crested with bava and roscmary,

Well ean the green garted ranger tell

How, whon, and where, the monster fell

What dogs before his death he tore,

Aund all the baiting of the bosr,

The wassel ronnd in good brown bowls

Garnishod with ribhons, Blithely trowls,

There the huge sivloin reeked ; hard by

Plum porridge stoud, and Christmas pie ;

Nor failed old Seotiand to produee,

At such high tide, her savory goose,

Then came the merry maskers in,

And earols roared with Liithesome din ;

If mumnelodions was the song,

It was a hearty note, and strong.

Who lists may in their mnming sce

Traces of ancicut mystery.

White shirts snpplied the masqurerade,

Aned smntted elivcks the visors made

Iiat, ol ! what maskers richly dight

Can Loist of Lo L

Engl England, when

Oid Christmas broughit Lis sports again,

"T'was Clivistimas broached the merrsiest ale ;

Twas Christmias told the merriest fale

A Christmas gambol oft wonld cheer

The poor man's Leart through half the yenr.

—Sir Waller Scul,
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Terrible weather—qnite an old fash-
jioned Christinas—the snow falling fust,
in fledkes as lovge es dimes, ind an ey,
penetrating wind sweepiug across the
conntry, with n fieree determination to
Love its own way,  Everybody sl it

was the coldest winter ever knowu; bui
that is the wemnal sayivg,
At the Elns,

in

the seat of a country
one  of  the Northern
party had assewbled to
spend  the wwistans Liolidays,  Mr,
Fowler, the owner of the Elms, was @
man of both taste and lberality, and
enjoyed nothing hotter than to gather
Lis friends aronnd hinm,  He was o wid-
ower, with one ehild—Tmneilly, o spark-
ling, sprigutiy girl of nineteen or
twenty.

The party eongisted of several friends
and necehibors of Me Fowler, and their
wives wnd donohters.  There was, of
eourse, o propertionate  assembly  of
yuung 1en, md wneng them oocertain
Coptein Wilfved Herbert, a great -
nurer of Lueill’s, withont, as vet, hav-
ing actielly declired himself, Tt necded
not mueh d it, lowever, to pier-

i Lat Le < devotediy attached to
,while slie on ler part
wis not ind erent 4o him,

Bat just Lot me tell yon o werd abont
Loaeilla,  She was one of those dear, be-
witelinr erent that wil! make you
think that yon are o very nice sort of a
fellow, and that you are just the kind of
o man that she always admired; then,
withont any  pereeptible  effort, will
canse you o snppuEe that you are f
great bLlundering thing that astonishes
himself by Lis own conecit in snppesing
that hie, 1o o moment, eonld compare
himself with her: but nnderneath all
this, there was a wonun's nature that
conld be loving, and even sincere, Now
her futher, who, strange to say, could
not read yonng Tadies like ¢ book, secing
only & coquette in lifs chorming dangh-
ted) was mueh pleased by the preference
padd her by the handsome youug oflicer,
who canae of am excellont Gunily, and in
addition to his profession, had an ample
]u‘i\':lh- fortun., and, in his parental so-
ieitude, was dezivous of sceing her hap-
pily setticd with some deserving and eli-
gible young man,  Mr Fowler himself
wis verging on seventy yeuwrs, having
married lude in life,

Tt was ahont midday and the seene in
the grounds of the Elms was andimated
and stviking,  They were of pgrest ex-
tent, aud in sammer most beantifully
laid out.  Now, however, their beant os
were veilod beneath o waeste of snow,
The immense clms, yews and eodars
which shirted the lawn, g0 extensive as
almost to resemble the open space in n
sark, were weiriied down by fintastical-
}:.' shaped emglomeration of snow, nid
the lawn itsell was a vast shicet of white,

as mueh of Siberia, ned
nink hunters, than of an

American landsenpe, and a party  of
American Indies and gentlomen,

The guest< of Mr, Fowler—some thivky
in number—seemed to be enjoying thei-
selves smazingly,  Some of the young
men hod, for the mmusement of the
lndies, eontrived to make a hinge fizure
of snow, and they and their fuir com
panions wore now engigend in pelting the
giant with snowhalls, Others had rigged
ont, It fushion, some protiy little
sleiehs, which, deown by three ponies
adorned by small sitver bells, and ench
capable of eontaining two persons, afford-
ol an opportunity for flirting not to be
lost by woung people snowed up in a
country lLouse,  Most of the young
ladies were elothed in for suits from hed
to foot, whil® the centlemen, in fur eaps
and jackets, contributed their share toa
very picturesqua tubleau.  The tinkling
of the sleigh bells, and the merry shouts
of the purty engsged in pelting the
snow giaut, formed a most pleasing ac-
companiment fo the hilarity of the seere,
* Miss Fowler, who had been sleighing
in turn with half the young men of the
party, while Captain Herbert stood
apart, guawinghis tawney mustache, and
eyeing Ler with ill concealed vexation,
had left the merry throng for one mo-
ment to confer with her father on scme
matter of demestic economy.

Very pretty and piquant Jooked Lucil-
la Fowler, muflledin a suit of rich sables,
her black eyes twinkling like those of a
squirre) nudl her nose displaying just the
faintest suspicion of reg in &ne frosty

-air, She laughed, chatted, mimicked
and flirted outrageously.
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*“Yon will have to take care what youn

"

are about, Lucilla, pet,” whispered Mr.
Fowler to his danghter, warningly, * or
Herbert will ‘ery off." "

“Ie has never been ‘on’ yet, papa,”
returned slhe, tossing her head indignant-
ly. **He has never asked me, and if he
did, I should gay * No."”

“ 0O, poch! pooh!!" said the old
gentleman, good lmmoredly, ¢ Tell
that to some one else, Lueilla; it won't
go down with me.”

And lie turned away from his dangh-
ter and began talking to some brother
Luded proprietor about the searcity of
beets and seeds, and the prices fat bul-

s locks  were fetehing at  the country
towi,

Captain Wilfred Herbert, who had
heen watehing an opportunity, marched
up to Lueilla, a elond on his handsome
face,

“Will vou sleigh with me now, Miss
Fowler? I chink it's my turn,”

“0Oh, I don't know about anybody’s
“turn.” T was half engaged to Mr, Fitz-
gerald.  Besides, I really think I'velad
encitel of sleighing for one day.”

“Just for ten minutes, pleaded the
young officer.

“No, I think not,” returned the will-
ful beauty, who, like other beanties,
having hooked her tish, delighted in the
torment she put him to,  **It _becomes
fatiening after nwhile,” )

< Well, then, shall we join the snow-
ballers 97

“0h, dear, no! When last T saw
them, poor Pi-fee-fum had lost his nose,
his enrs, heth arms, and everything else.
There wonld he no fun in pelting at the
stump new, © One might as well throw at
the tronk of a tree.”

“Oh, Lucill,” said he, earnestly,
“owhat mukes you treat me in this man-
nert”

“In what mauner:” asked the little
cognette, affecting supreme nnconscions-
nes..

“You will neither sleieh with me nor
join the snowballing varty, thongh I
Lave asked youa dozen times; yeb you
lave joined nearly all the other fellows
in both pastimes,”

“Have I, really? Well the other
“Hfelliws, ns you eall them, are all par-
tienlarly  pleasant, agreesble  yonuy
men.”

“Am I not pleasant to you, then ?”

“Not just now,  You really look like
some wmelo-dramatic tymmt,  Besides,
vou don't expeet me to praise you to your
faee ¢

“ Lineilln,” said the young man, with
such pussionate energy that it startled
her, ““why torture me thus?  Don't yon
know that T love you with all ay heart
ad soul "

Yes, shie koew it well, and her heast
heat fast with juy mud trinmph ; bat the
demon of eoquetry had  possession of
lier, and she answoered, thonghiin a softer
tone :

“Really, I had never thonght shout
& ”

“Think abont it now, then,™ conting
the young officer, speaking  rapidly,

and in tones of decp emotion; *“think
abont it now, dearest, I do love you,
and think yonr father will approve of
it, Will you be my wife? Hay ‘yes 17

But Lucilla, though she had given her
heart in return for Wilfred Herboert's,
was not to be earried by = storm in this
provoking way, and she said;

“No,"

“Yon ennuot mean 1" exelimed Hor-
hert, in great ngitntion,

“Why not?” replied Imeills; but
even as she spoke she repented, ©Why
ot ? G I not chwose whom T please?”

“You love some ovue else,” said the
youug wan, moodily,

Lneilln gave him one little bit of com-
fort:

“No, T donot,” sl said, hone .‘-t!:{.

“Phank Heaven for that ! Bat won't
you answer me, Lmeilla 2"

“Not now,” she said, wavering, Then
her wonnn’s heart wished to surrender,
and she added, with o tremulons sigh:
“\hat if say ‘ No," ngain 27

Foolish yonug eaptain, he might have
seen that this was 2 wish on the yonng
Lida’s prrt to eapitulete; hut he did not.
He replied, fivmly:

“No woman shall ever say ‘No ' o
me twice”

This ronsed all the pride in Lmeilla’s
nature; it was plinost oorepnlse,

“Good morning, Capiain Herlert,”
ghe said, us she tnrmed indignantly away,
“1 hiave sone business to transet with
Mre, Kuox, the houseleoper,”

And #be walked rapidly toward the
lonse, leaving the young wan hadf sorry,
half teinmplont,

ST bave cfirouted Ter,” e thonght,
loolinge after her, “Dut T am =ure
she loves me” Awd with o lightened
heert e 3 ned the other visitors on the

el

liwi, |

All through  the evening, Lueilla
maintnined n distant eoldness towand the
voung cflicer that made Tim feel exceed-
nely uneasy. 1 hier Leart had heen
touched by his avowsl of the afternoon,
it waos evident her pride was deeply
offrmded. She would neither danee with
Lim ner sing with him s nsnal, And
whe it beemne absolntely necessary to
reply to any remerk anade hy him, she
didd soowith the barest pessible eivility.
Lneila herself was far from comfortable,
el she availed hevself of the plea of a
headaehie to exense hevself to er guests
and retire to Lier own room,

Jor maid, Doreas, was arranging the
veung lady's bair for the night, when a
low tap at the door wis heard, aud one
of the under housemaids presented her”
with n note,

“TFrom Captain  Herbert,  please
ma'nm, and I was to beg for an answer
Lefore you went o hed,™

“What coolness,” thought Lineilla, but
she said @ DEL your teil Coaptain Her-
bert T Liad pbine to bied, AMary 27

“Oh, yos, please ma'un,” said the
girl, with an arelr smile 3 “but he said
it was of great importanee,™

“Very weil 5 oyonr may go, Mary, 1
will give Doveas a note to give to Cap-
tain Herbert's servant,”

And Mary departed,

With o beating heart and heighiened
color, Lueille opened the note, It ran
thus -

“Dran Lvcimwna—I cannot rest until
vou answer me.  Furgive me if 1 spoke
like n coxeomab this aftcmoon.  Give me
an answer, I entreat.  Will you have
mme?  Wrile simply * Yes,” or *No."’

Loeilla, with compressed lips, took ap
a pen and ink and wrote on a single siip
of paper “ No,” then twisted it into a
note and gave it to Dorens,

“« Deliver this to Captain Herberl's
servant immediately,” she said.

And Doreas left the room, after bid-
Ainig lier mistress good night,

Luecilla loved Wilfred Herbert, but her
stern pride would not permit her to yield.
She was determined to punish him for
his dietatorial ways wud his presumption
of that afternoon, What ! was hie to be
coptain over the eitadel before it had
yielded? Laueilla, be it remembered,
was an only and spoiled child, and had
Leen used to having her slightest whim
consulted. Who was Wilired Herbert,
that he should presume to constitute
himself her master? Her heart told
Lier that he was the man who could sub-
due her willfulness, but her pride re-
fused to submit to the yoke, Suddenly she
remembered young Herbert's words of
that afternoon : ““No woman shall say
‘No' to me twice,” and she had said
“No" twice.
once and now she bad written it. Good
heavens ! she bad lost him then. Lu-
cilla grew pale and sick at the thought.
She rose :f) in her bed with a motion as
if she would meet Dorcas.

At least she lad said it |

|
J

At last she knew she loved Wilfred
Herbert,  Not submit to him, indeed !
"Why, it wonld be her joy to recoguize

Lis right to demand of her areturn for

the love he bore her.  Lueilln Fowler
Lad been hitherto a willfnl, impetuons
girl.  Suddenly she had become trans-
formed into a loving, submissive wo-
man,  Beatrice's words :

“ And Denediek, love on ; Iwill requite thee,
Turning my wild heart to thy loving hand,”
rose to her mind, and the spoiled beauty
and coguette, overwhelmed with shame
for her own willfulness, opened her eyes
to her own fanlts, clenrly and withont
disguise, nud sinking back in despair on
her pillow, burst into, # passion of
tears.

Lucilla searcely slept all that night ;
but when Dorens eame in the morning
with the hot water and the intimation
that it was nine o'cloek, she felt almost
ashamed  lest her maid should remark
Lier heavy eyes and haggard appearance.

¢ Please, ma'am, I'm very sorry,” be-
gan Dorcas, penitently, “but I forgol
all abont it.”

“ Forgot all about what i nsked Lu-
cilly, listlossly,

“The note, ma'am, for Captain Her-
bert, It's Christmas fime, yom see,”
pleaded the lady's maid, apologetieally ;
“and when I left your room last night,
ma'am, to take it to the eaptain, I met
Mrs. Knox, the housekecper, in the
corridor, and she told me there was u
Lot ey of trkey, and minee pies, and
elder wines, and Idon't know what else,
ready in her, room, and asked me to go
down ; and so—and so—and—hee—hee,
mat'nm "—here Doreas put her apron to
her eyes, and began to sob ; 1 forgot
all about the letter, wa'nm, till this
morning," she continued ; * but when I
went up to the captain’s room, just now,
he was up and gone ont, Oh, ma'am, I
do hope it ain’t no consequence.”

A light broke on Lmeilla,

“Where is the note now, then?" she
asked, joyfully,

“Here, ma'am.” And Doreas drew
it from hier bosom., Lmueilla seized if,
while she almost sereamed :

“Oh, you good girl ! You dear, good
girl!" Dorens started back in amaze-
ment.  What, no seolding? Had her
mistress gone ont of her senses !

“Yon may have that purple merino
of mine, if yon like, Doreas,” pursued
Miss Fowler, “and that nice
jucket. I shan't wear it agnin.”

Then a light broke in upon Doreas’
brightened mind also,

“Oh!" gaid Miss Pert to lherself,
< some lovers' quarrel, T zuess, nnd she's
altered her mind, snd she's glad Le ain't
ot hier note, Ah !

But the wery lady's mail kept her
iders to Derself, and thanking hor mis-
fress delightedly, proceeded to assist her
to ke Ler toilet,

% + % ¥

When Wilfred Herbert took his seat at
the breakfnst table, he was in a state of
tersible suspension and uncertainty, and
utterly nnable to aceount for Lmcilla’s
radiant demesncr.  Wes she glad o be
rid ~f him?  Had his note been de-
liverad to hier?  If so, how was it that
Le received no answer?  He tormented
Bimself with - these questions il every-
body remarked Lis absence of mind, He
helped his next fair neighbor to deviled
kidneys fustead of game pie, and eleetri-
fied the housekeeper, who presided over
the tea awd eoffve, by asking for more
sugar in his gap of ecflee, when he had
alrewdy tukeen five hunps,

AMr, Fowier rallied the young ofticer
om his absenes of mond, and suepested
that where his treasure was, there it was
to he prested bis Leart was also,

The voung lrdiesesked him Af he <“had
Iris conshlering eap on,” while one aente
el sted that perhaps Captain

v oenteneled in the fowler's snure,

t over, Taeilln, saxions to
make smends, awl too happy to care
mueh about everloaping the conventional
fenee  of maidenly propriety, advanced
toward the young oftiver,

“You have vot had your answer yot,
Captain Herbert,” ehie said; **if yon enn
come with me two minutes into the con-
servatory, you shall liave it now.”

Bowildered, but tamultnonsly happy,
the captain followed Dmeiilainto the place
H}wi.'ili“ll.

Sihe came to the point at cnee, without
any heating about the hash,

“T wrofe vou lust night,” she said,
placing in Lis lund the note whieh Dor-
cas I returned to her,

Wilfred Herbert turned it over with a
puzzled lovk,
1ons little word * No,

“What docs this mean?” lie asked,
donbtin

*

"

"answered Lueilln, blush-
o at the same time :
SN0 T answered you, last night
Yo, this morning, kir, I say,
Colors viewed by eandlelight
Dio ol ook e s by day.,

Then, like & good, honest girl as she
was, she told hin the whole story,

“Duareas onght to e pensioned,” he
seid, apturonsly.  “You do love me,
then, darling, after all 2"

“Yes,"  replied  Laeilly,  blushing,
salthongl 1 have both said md written
ik ‘\'“_"

“Never mind, Lucie, denrest, sweet-
eaf, best, " safd the young man, taking
her in his aems aorepnlsed,  “yon know
fwo negatives make an affirmative,”

-
A French Commune,

A French agrieultnral paper gives an
interesting account of & remote gavden
copnmmme called  Roseoff, in Drittany,
where iinmense quantities of vegetables
are yaised for the Freneh and English
markets on Jand now valwed at from
31,000 to 81,400 mu aere, which tradition
naserts was  reelaimed  from the rea.
During 1875 some 12,887 tous of vepeta-
bles, valued ab £290,000, left the port.

Jesides this, ilmmense quamtities are sent
off by rail from Morlaix, whither they
are conveyed in old fashioned Inmbering
enrts, for inanost respectsthe Roscoflinns
are still very primitive, The principnl
articles arown are potatoes, ontons, arti-
echokes, nud broeoli,  The temperature
in winter ravely does any of these harm.
Searcely eny munuie is used but that of
muarine plunts known 2s goemons,

b

The Winter and the Poor.

The hristian Intelligenesr has taken
up the ennse of the poor, most appro-
priately at this season, It eays: At no
time have these unfortunuales heen se
lnrgely re-cnforesd as they have this year
by persons wiio helong to the industrious
lnboring awd arfisan class, who are mas-
ters of some calling and who are able nnd
willing to work., Merchants have re-
dueed the number of their elerks, factor-
ies are running on half time or have
stopped work, building has alinost entirely
ceased ; and as a result wherever we turn
we sce n seore of men waifing to do one
man's work, and thousands eannot pro-
cure the privilege to labor at any ex-
penditure of effort or solicitation.

Discharged.

Four liundred employees of the Uni-
ted States burean of engraving and
printing at Washington were discharged
—nearly one-half the' foree of the entire
bureau. About two-thirds of them were
wornsn, muny of them being press-girls
who have bheen employed by the priuter
individually.  These discharges are due

to the recent action of the government in:|
' the Missouri river as the President may

giving the work of printing revenue
stamps to the bank note companies in-
stead of to the engraving and printing
burean,

warm *

There wes the one anx-

- the President,

THE POSITION IN MEXICO,

IHow Matters Stand nn Nearly as Can be
Ancertalned.

The position of affuirs in Mexico is
somewhat intrieate, and possesses n re-
markable difficulty in the way of being
easily understood, TIn the year 1871,

The Spaniards in Cuba.

In the Spanish Cortes recently & 1ead- | yyyaq nre the Mechnnion of the Great Cities |

ing member said, specking of the Cuban

_rmntter: “Spain ean do no more than

what she hias done.  While soldiers were
wanting here with whom to resist the
different factions in arms against us,

Tnarez and Dinz were the rival presiden-
tinl candidates, sud Dinz was defenged, |
Juarez died in oflice, and was succeeded |
by Chief Justice Lerdo.  When Lerdo's |
term of office expired he leeame o candi- |
date for o second termy,  Whether hie was |
elected or not is n disputed point.  He |
claimed that he was and assumed the |
oflice.

Jndge Iglesing, as chief justice of the |

supreme court, was the person desig- |
nated by the last edition of the constitu- |
tion to become president in ense of a va- |
enney in that office. He declared that
Lerdo was not elected, nnd that he
illegnlly held the position, There being
no president clected the judge himself
assumed to Dhe president and nssumed |
the reins of power, being sustained by
all the elergy.,

Diaz, who was defeated first by Juarez |
in 1871 and had been waiting ever since
for an emergency, now said that it was |
not worth while to bother about his per-
gonal elaims,  All Lhe wanted was to se-
cure the trinmph of his {riend, Tglesins,
and to that end he would command the
Iglesinsticnl army. His nssistance was |
accepted, and e marched to the attack
of the eapitnl.  With his snceess we are
alrendy familinr, President Lerdo ran
awny, but wias canght and locked up.
His genernl, Eseobedo, was executed,
Diaz entercd Mexico and smnounced that
lie was the enly genuine Mexican presi-
dent, all others, including Lerdo and
Ielesins, being impostors unwerthy of
the slichtest attention,

This is now the actual condition of
affuirs in- Mexico, Diaz being president.
What Lerdo and Iglesias propose {o do
about it, the future alone can disclose.

A Wife's Last Leiter,

Last August Eliza Ebelin left the
house of her parents at Gibson Station,
I T., and fled to Debison, Tex., where
she married o telegraph operator named
T, G. Small ngainst the wish of er fath-
er. She lived bappily with him for two
months, when he left her and went in
gearch of employment,  About the latter
part of September he seenred the posi-
tion of night operator on the Missouri
Pacifie railrosd ot Washington,  She
lenxd where he was and went there to
meet him,  He learned of her eoming
and ran off,  She returned to Sedalia,
Mo, Shearrayed herself in her Dridal
robes, took poison, and luy down and
died with the last letter she had received
from her Tmshand elasped in her haud,
In a large Dlank book was the following,
direeted to her hmsband:

The lust act of my life, I say, George, I dic
fur you,  Geeorge, darling, why did vour heart
freeze against me, when you thonght so mnel
of e ashort tine since?” We wers so happy
together, and now so miserable. Why do yon
deny me, George 7 Yon can deny me to the
enrs of men, but you' cannot deny e to God,
When death takes eharge of your budy, where
will yorr soul be, George 2 Ouly think of this
nnforgiving deed T eommit for you, Keep the
ving on your hand, where Iplueed it Let it
pever be removed froia the hand that I have
kissed 5o many times, When the glitter shines,
think of Lida: when yon meet o happy facy,
think of Lida; when you see one b distress,
(hink of Lida: when you ever love another,
think of Lide @ and ag Jong as von live, think of
Litla, and when you come to die, then think of
Lida. Never take another gin from her howe
and Iring e to death, George, T owonhl bave
forsiven voir for your eold neglect of me, Int
you woull uof stand and see my I “heorge,
my heart was trte fo you, and deetion for
you s (ene as the snow that falls and will be
wati! the sngel of cold death Kisses my lips,
whichi is ITmt o fow mements away, You will
never forget me, George, dear. end never Lave
veason (o flee again, L am uomore,  Tdie with
yonrr Just Ltter in my hand, and don’t want them
o take it away frome, T wentsthis leiter to
g to the grave with me, Parowell, Geoige, dar-
ling s 1 Jove yon now ! Yan have rdered
Lida, and yet I love you!  George, yoiare my
Ttisband 2 von know yon are, I go to the grave
that vou may live. Will you drop one loving tear
for me?

CGeorge, keep my trnnk and elothing 3 that is
all Thave (o lesve to yon. Take entall, and
tuke eare of them for the love yom had
and in the blank book read the many
composed by my own lips and hands—your
Lide.  George, itis o haed Dattle Letween life
wind deatly and 1 owillingly prefer death vather
than live withont youn, 1T ane done with Tife, and
now oo down i prayer, sind beyg God fo love
vou after Tom dead. T now take ny last drink.
Tt is 0 glass of poison !

e E—
Kate Claxton's Escape.

Miss Claxton gives o fhrilling aceount
of her escape from the Brooklyn Theater,
in which slie says : There never was a
braver mau on curth than Stwdley.  He
stood by me eool and eollected as the
best man of the ©Six Hundreed,” and
kept the falling fire off me. When the *
flames swept down upon us pnd flight
was imperative, and no good was to he
done by staying, T gathered my woolen
petticoat firmly in enelhand, and fonght
the five from me as T dashed throngh it
I stopped only once. and that was to
seize poor Murdoels, and try to drag him
off, bnt he was pulled awey from e, |
Then I fonglit my way throngh with that
woolen petticoat ; it was my sulvation,
I either heard Mande Horvison in Ler
room mud gob her ont or met her at the
door of it,  Then T remembered the
underground pussage to the box oflice,
and went for it, for the bnrning stage
hegan to fall inupon us.  The horror of
the fow mimtes in that dark place—only
wide enongh for one to pass at a time—
is indeseribable ; T knew that the door at
the end wos nsnally loeked, and might
he now ; bat the Good Providenee fhat
direets even the full of the sparrow made
o whim of mine the means of our eseape,
In the morning of that dreadful day—
merely for fun—I Lad insisted upon
Inving the door opening from the hox
office to this passageway wnlocked, and
T weut throngh it to my dressing-room,
instend of going ronmd to the stage door.
The key wasrelnetantly given tomy agent,
with many injinnetions to loek the door
Lehind him, — He promised to do so, hut
dropped it in his pocket iustead of put-
ting it i the door on the inside, as he
should have done.  He says that his
fingers wore cold, and that went he put
them into his pockels e vowed he
wonldn't take them ont for all the keys
in Prooklyi,  Phoso eoid fingers, by
Gad’s moerey, savedall onr lives, fornfter
we hwd stibled throngh that passage
and up the stuirs the door yiclded and
woe tmmbled iuto the box ofiice.  The
sincdie was sufloeating,

e ————
The Sioux Treaty.

The Sioux commission has made its
report to Secretary Chandler, DBy the
terms of the agrcoment the Sioux sur-
render all eluim to nuy country lying ont-
side the boundaries of their permuauent
reserve ns defined by the treaty  of
1868, and to so much of said reserve
us lies west of the one hundred and
third meridian of longitude, aud as is in-
cluded between the north and south
forks of the Cheyenne river, east of said
meridian.  The United States govern-
ment thercby secures full possession of o
tract of country which ineludes the
Black Hills and is defined by natural
houndaries. The Indinns grant a right
of way over their reservation for three
roads from Missouri river to the ceded
territory, the routes to be designated by
They also ngree to re-
ccive all subsistence which may hereafter
be furnished at such points on or near |

designate, The area ceded in the treaty

sand square miles,

| vicinity !
"Troops were continmally sent agninst
{them, and the officers in command of

| had killed sundry of the band.

Leavy eontingents were sent to Cnba.
Sinee the year 1868 we have sent there
111,380 men, of whom 73,000 have died
there. What results have we obtained?
If we believe the official reports and
the news pnmblished by the government,

these results have been satisfactory; if |

we Dhelieve the truth, the sole result has

logses of the insurgents in the space of
three yenrs and a half were, according
to the goverument reports, 128,000 kill-
el and prisoners, and the snrrenders

1110,000, with & constant insurgent force

of from 6,000 to 8,000, These 128,000

helieve, or that the insurgents, after the

i fashion of the Ecija boys, are replaced as

fast as they disappear. Either of these
explauntions deserves the attention of

Congress.”
The Ecija boys referred to above were

'a celebrated band of forty ontlaws, who

infested for a long while the ronds in the
of TRonda, in Andalusia.

such troops invariably reported thet they
But as
the bund always kept up its effective
foree of forty men, Los Ninos de Eeija
became o byword in Spain for false mili-
tary reports,

Another member said:
Cuba is abnormal in its character,

“ This war in
The

| been Lienvy losses, as I will prove. The |

{ cnsnalties prove either that the dis-|
i patches were incorrect, which I do not |

OUT OF WORK.

to Do this Winter?

A newspaper reporter had a talk with
an intelligent earpenter, of New York
eity, who is an old trades unionist, and
well known among mechanies, e said:

| dreds of mechanies in this city and show
{you sights that would conviuce you nb
once of the great wnnt that prevails
among the workingmen. You would see
seanty Ffumiture, rooms almost bare,
children but poorly elad, a wife anxious
{ looking and sud, a workman ount of em-
ployment and not knowing how he is
| to support his family.  Yon would see
[at n glanee that poverty was there, Itis
not diffieult to tell, on going into the few
roomsocenpied by a workingman's family,
whether there is comfort or want,

know myself dozens of families who have
gold the best part of their furniture and
who have parted with whatever clothing
or little valnnbles they possessed. How
else conld they have lived? T have now
been out of work myself over five
months, and though an unmarried man
I have found it a pretty tough time, I
can too well understand how so many

mechanies have gone to  Blackwell's

!island for a shelter for the winter, When

1

there is go great destitution so early in
the senson it can be easily imagined how

! terrible will be the sutfering during the

next three or four months, I cannot
eonjectnre how the workingmen are to

Hfind shelter for themselves and their

families while this dullness in trade con-
tinues.
number of them so far as the landlords
are concerned, Notwithstanding the

well known condition of affairs in busi- |

enemy lives in the bush ns well a8 he ' negg and the faet especially that the men

would in his house.

If one of their |areidle through no fault of their own,

men should fall ont exh:m.sted on | the landlords have been inexorable in de-
march, in a few moments he is taken up ' manding rents,

and carvefully tended. If one of our
men gives out on amareh, he is n dead
man within a few minutes, They re-

quire no rations, because they live on

what they gather in the woods.  All,
therefore, that they have to earry is their
small supply of ammunition. By their
spies they nre kept informed of our
every movement,

“Tomy knowledge workingmen have
already shifted two or three times from
tenement houses, havinggbeen put out

landlords on account of not being

b
i ngle to pay. How long this method of

| proeuring rooms to live in will continne

They know the mo- |

ment at which the rations which our |

troops must necessarily earry will give
out, they lay in wait for them, they fall

upon them, and nlthongh they may be |

repulsed, as our men are obliged to re-
turn to eamyp for provisions, it follows
that we are always obliged to retreat
with henvy encumbrances, consisting
principally of our wounded,  Then the
enemy reforms and hangs upon our rear,
so that althongh we may have been vic-
torions in the fight, it is & very shady
vietory in the end. Judge, therefsre, I
repeat, whether our generals in command
are not entitled to some exense,”
e — W —
Thaunkseiving Day in the West.
A Western paper, disenssing Thanks-
griving day, suys it is not a suceess ont-
side of New Inglind and the Middle
States, Itadds: You may succeed in
raising n brook trout in nstremm that
flows from an artesian well, if yon give
it eare aud liver enongh to ent,

| for over three

Iwill |

look like a trout sueh ns you nsed to

eatel up in the monntains of New Hamp-
ghire, hnt when yon eome to eat it you
will find that it tastes ns insipidns a
sneker eanglit in o 1nddy, shallow lake
in the month of Angust,  Apples will
evow in Ching, but their taste is De-
tween that of & white turnip and a piece
of basswood, Tt is mueh the same with
a Thanksgiving dinner eaten south of
Tome Tehoud sonud ind west of the Hud-
son river,  The turkey, pudding and
pastry look all right, hut they are sadly
wanting in geasoning, and no addition
frow the enstor or spice box will give
them the requisite flavor. The cook is
not ta Dlume,  She lnd not the reguisite
conditions for suecess,

Houses in the West, especially, are
not adapted to celebrating o Thanks-
giving in, There are too many rooms,
and none of them are large enongh,
Few of them have been oeenpied by more
than one genseation, and it 18 impossible
to have o first-cluss Thanksgiving in o
new honse, As arale they are warmed
by furnsees or air-tight stoves, while
hanksgiving cudls for open fives, with
wood to feed thew A brick oven is
necessary o cook a Lhanksgiving dinner
properly, ind o Western'honse his one,
Most honaes in the West were bnilt to
sell, or trade, or to put o mortgage on.
Such honses were never designed to cele-
brate Thanksgiving in, A honse for this
purpose ghould be huilt for a family
mansion, and used ns such as genern-
tiom  sueeeeds  generation,  Not  less
than three generations, and four is a
better nwmber, should sit down to a
Tianksgiving  divmer.  Unfortunately
for celebruting  Thanksgiving in  the
West, the people ave chicfly young folks.
There i8 no one to tell how nmeh better
they had things seventy or eighty years
ago 3 no one to sing revolutionary ballads,
or to tell stories of the early Presidents,

e —

Temperanee in Madagasear,
1 .

Mention hies heen made of the temper-
auee reform movement innugurated by
the queen of Madagasear, The follow-
ing is a eopy of her singnlur ediet : 1,

I know not, Imt this I do know, that the
nnumber of the houseless will be inereased
by thousands if the landlords ehoose to
demand the rent, It ecan do the land-
lords very little good in the end to act so
mercilessly, for the tenants coming in
will be just as poor ns those going out,
and eannot pay in advance, By leniency
and generons denlings these property
owners wonld make more money in the
end, However, so far this season they
will not see the matter in this light. But
I tell you, and I tell what I know to be
the underenrrent of feeling among thou-
gands of the idle mechanies, that the
workingmen of this city are not going to
starve this winter, nor are they going to
he shelterless ad see their children dy-
ing of cold and Lunger either in alms-
liouses or in the streels. Palience censes
to be a virtue nt sume point, and the
workingmen of this city have exhibited
ears au exereise of that
virtne nnparalleled in the history of
great commereinl ecities. It will be a
terrible duy for New York when the
workingmen grow desperate,  But what
ig it thut drives men to desperation if it
is not hunger 2 Is if not plain that nn-
less some relief comes to the men and
their fumilies there will be ab the very
least daring the next three months 100,-
000 hummn beings—workingmen, their
wives and childven—daily without bread ?
Suppose that relief eomes, will 16 come
in auch o way that the men will not be
Linmilinted {o the lowest in accepting it?
Will they Le thrown it to make them feel
that they mmust at once consider them-
selves to be paupers?  This “would be
bad.

“The classof men now idlp are not the
same that needed so much the great help
they got a couple of winters ngo, The
necessity now strikes in among the fami-
lies of men who, but a few years sinee,

lwere well to do and had comfortable

"wonld warrant,

cnow; all hope of work is gone,

homes; who were stndy and independ-
ent, aud were proud of their usefulness
in the community, I feel persuaded that
when the wealthy come to the conelu-
sion (hat it is guod to Lielp the unfortn-
nate mechanies, the apprecintion of that
Lelp would be vastly inerensed if, us far
ag possible, the workingmen were them-
selves allowed to be the judges of where
it was most needed, and were the dis-
penseis to ench other of such tickets or
orders for food as the nwney hestowed
I know that this trust
wonld not be abusad by the men, and
that they themselves would be the first
to expose nuy attempt at frand,  Ibwould
be ensy to arrange the details that would
seenre this, If twenty wealthy men in
the commuuity gave $35,000 each the
2100,000 so obtained would go along
way towarl relief at this time.  1f the
worst continned other wealthy men night
supplement that amount with as mucelas
was noecded, T eome down to fignres,
beeause it is vither money or starvetion
There
is no prospect of getting through the
winter withont something of this sort
being done.  The ordinary chavity of the
approaching seasom eould not ot all meet

_the distress which now prevails, heeanse
!

Ranovalomanjuka, by the graee of God

and will of my people queen of Muda-
gasear, defender of the laws of my king-
dem, mud this is what I have to say to
you, my subjects 1 God has given me
this Lind awd kingdom, and eoncerning
the ruin, oh, my subjects, yon nnd I
have agresd that it shall not be sold in
Autananavivo, or in the district in which
it was agreed it shonld not be sold
(Querina, the central provinee). There-
fore I remind you of this agnin, beeanse
the rum does harm to your avives nmd
children, makes foolish the wise, makes
more foolish the foolish, and eauses peo-
ple not to fear the laws of the kingdom,
and espreinlly makes them gnilty before
God,  All this shows the rnmto bea
bad thiug to have in Antananarivo, for
at night (sander its influence) people go
abont with elubs nnd fight, and they
fight each other withont cause, and they
gtone each other ; therefore, why Qo you
love it, oli, my people? But I tell you
that trade in good things, by which yon
eun carn money, mokes me very glad in-
dead, oh, my people. This, then, is
what T say to you, oh, my people: If
you trade in #mn, or employ people to
trade in it, here in Antananarivo, or
in the distriet spoken of nbove, then, ac-
cording to the lnws which were male
formerly, I consider you to he gnilty,
beennse I um not ashamed 16 make laws
in my kingdom which shall do you good,
Therefore, T tell you that if there are
prople who break my lnws, then I mnst
punish them.  To not this so, oh, my
people, say ?  Ranovalomanjnka, queen
of Mudagasenr, Augnst 8, 1876."

e ———

Disasters in Theaters,

While the Brooklyn Theater eninmity
is pre-eminently the most terrible the
United States hag ever been ealled on to
hewail in the number of its vietims, and
in the horror of their fate, in Europe it
has been exeeeded by the burning of a
plaghonse in Amsterdam, in 1772, when
800 people were killed; by the destrue-
tion of the Suragossa Thenter in Spain,
in the same year, when 1,000 people per-
ished; by the destruction of the Pulais

' Royal in Paris, 1781, when 500 people

were burned; and by the full and conse-

- portanee.

it would not rench the persons of whom
I have been speaking.”
— T T ———

Business Defore Congress,

A very large number of bills are he-
fore the United States Congress which
were left over from the lust session, but
it is not probable that one-fourth of
them will e acted upon.  The ealendar
of the Senate shows that 212 bills nre
pending before that body, besides a nnn-
ber of resolutions,  Seventy-fonr of the
bills now before the Senate Lhinve heen
passed by the Honse, wnd 138 are Seunte
bills, many of them heing of minor im-
The enlenday of the Honse of
Representatives shows that there nre

forty-two Dills of a publie nature, and

231 ‘of n private character pending before
that body.

Among the bills of importance before
this Senate are the three bills amenda-
tory of the Pacitie railvond acts,

ffhe Lill to equalize the bhounties of
soldiers who served in the late war,
whieh passed te Touse lust session, nlso
stands apou the Senate ealendar, having
heen reported favorably from ihe com-
mittee on military aftiirs,  This bill
passed two years nio, on the last day of
the session, but did not beeome n law,
The vote wpen its passage in the Senate
peslted in atie, amd the late Viee-Presi-
dent Wilson gave the deeiding vote in the
adlivmative, i

The Lill reducing the salary of the
President of the United States from 250, -

1000 to 25,000 per aninmn passed last

session, and was veloed by the President.

The House lnst session passed a bill to
repenl the Bankrapt Iuw, and the Senate
comuuittee on the judiciney reported it
hack withont amendment, hut also re-
parted a bill providing for the appoiut-
ment of a commission to investigute the
operation of the several statutes in rela-
tion to bankraptey, and to recomfend
loi<luation thereon,  ‘Uhis bill ins never
bren considered by the Senate, but still
oceupies  place on the ealendar,

e R S—

TPorar Prconiartries.—It s well
known that the spot at which the ships
of the Avetie expedition wintered was so

[ far north that they lost all advantage
| during their long night of 140 days of
the aurorn borealis, Apparently they
got behind not the north wind, bub the
! polar light, This, however, was not al-

%nent conflngration 'of the Cafe D'Istria | together unexpeeted, bubt what was n
¢ I heater in Italy;"by which disaster over | surprise to most on the expedition wns
is estimated at from ten to twelve thou- | 1,000 men and women lost their lives in ‘ that by wuy of compensation they got

11794

! nothing but full moons,

“T eould teke yon to the homes of hun- |

T know how it has been with a |

The Late Speaker Kerr.

In the United States House of Repre-
sentatives Mr, Cox, of New York, spoke
lof the late Speaker Kerr as follows : Mr.

Cox stated that, when by Mr. Kem's
death bed, he asked him whether he was
| readyto meet the terrors of death, thean-
{ swer was, that death had no terrors for
him, He believed (Mr. Cox said) that a
just life on enrth would give him lis re-
| ward,  What, he asked, did Mr, Kerr
| believe in regard to the great futnre?
| His faith was in lis works; his religion
[ wns to be honest; he believed that hisin-

|pnre, undefiled religion.
| accept the dogmas of the church, or any
{ehurch; he did not accept all that was

{ for his own life,
| ereed of creeds, the loveliness of perfect
i deeds. With him laborare was orare;

tegrity and conscience were the sum of | : L
He did not | great delight of their sovereign lord,

A Careless Monarel.

The king of Burmah understands that
Russia is about to invade England; in

He lhas purchased three
and with these

He has al-
guns on his

forts in order.
new Krupp field guns,
feels himself impregnable.

ready tried some of these
unsuspecting subjects, and finds that the
ordAnnce answers all expectations. His
majesty personally observed the exhila-
rating effects of shell and grape and
canister on o village three-quarters of a
mile distant from the firing point, The
villagers skipped nimbly about, to the

|who soon set their village aflame,
Rockets were also tried with surprisig

| written or snid abont the Savior; but he | effect, especially as one_suddehly Jurst
{ did make the tenchings of Christamodel and killed o leading palace functionary
He believed in that old | who was engaged in deftly training the

missile. His majesty was so incensed at
Ithis that he ordered a few shots to be

{ work was his orison. And when he left | fired into the shipping in Irawaddy river,

| to pass gently through the portals to the
| other world it seemed as if nothing in-

' carnnte was left of him, He was a de- | before t]
philoso- | and

{votee of the peculiar clasy of
phers known as Positivists,

| " Mr. Cox related Mr. Kerr's late con- | safely defy any such puny foreign ipower
' versation with his son, in which he told jas Dritain,
| him that he had nothing to leave him but | opinion his majesty has -
that as he  person to three more wives,

his good name, and to guurd

would gnuard his mother’s honor, to live ' o

| as he had lived, to pay all his debts if

his estate warranted it without leaving |

' his mother penniless, and if not, to pay
' them as far as he could, and then to go
to his creditors, tell them the truth,
pledge his honor to wipe out the
edness,
‘now draped in
| an omen painfully suggestive of the con-
| dition of the country, and it was to be
| yegretted that My, Kerr was not alive to
give his counsel in this time of solici-
 tude and anxiety, because he loved the
| whole country and loved the States a3 o
unit,

I Farms and Wages in California.

| Our attention, says a San Franciseo
paper, has been ealled to the number of
farms and’ of agriculturists or persons
engnged in farm labor in the Union and

the farms lave on the average three
times ns many acres in this State, there
are fewer laborers to each fmm. The
nation has 2,659,000 farms and 5,922,000
farraers, while our State has 23,000
farms and 47,000 furmers. Ohio, Con-
necticnt and Nebraska have about the
same proportion ng Culifornia, or two
agrienlturists for esch farm; while New
York, Pennsylvanin and Illinois have
three for two farms, aud Alabama and
 Georgin have four jor one farm, The
larger average size of the California farm
i cansed by the fact that 2,700,000 acres
“out ef 6,200,000 acres inclosed are used
for pastures of wild grass, and that on
"neconnt of the dry charncter and light,
"¢lean soil of most of the farms, n man
ean cultivate o larger aren than in the
moist, weedy and heavy soils of the At-
lantie States. There has been no notable
change in the rate of wages in California
for several years, Mechanies get from
82 to 85 per day, unskilled white male
luborers from &1 to 83, and Chinamen
from sixty cents to 21, withont board,
Masons, plasterers and plumbers receive
from &4 to 83 per day; carpenters, black-
smiths and wagonmulkers, from $3 to $4;
servant girls for general housework, $15
to 225 per month; farm Inborers, from
£25 to 830 per month in winter, and from
30 to @50 in summer, with bourd,
Miners get $3.50 to $4 per day, and sur-
face laborers at mines $2.50 to £3, with-
out board, The same work is done for
half as much on the Atlantic slope and
Australin, and  one-third in Europe, and
provisions generally are cheaper in Cali-
fornia,
e —

The United States Supreme Ceurt.

The Albany Law Journal oppuses any
amendment of the Constitution which
shall provide for the eanvassing of the
clectoral votes hy the supreme cotrt of
tlie United States, for reasons which eer-
tainly have a grent denl of foree, It says:
At present the snupreme cowrt stands
highin the respect of the people, and
every one has eonfidence in the purity of
the ‘motives influencing its members.
But let it be brought into the conflicts of
politics, whether as wn arbitrator or
otherwise, and the high regard which is
folt for it will no longer remain, No
matter how pure and exalted the indi-
vidual, the moment he becomes involved
in a eontest for publie oflice he is charged
with every kind of wrong, and whether
the charges be true or false they have
the effect to stain Lis veputation, and no
vindieation will eompletely efface the
stain. If the supreme conrt takes part
in polities, those not satistied with its
deeision will impeach the motives lead-
ing to such deeision, and many will be
led to Dbelieve that proper motives did
not influence it,  Then, too, the tempta-
tion to do wrong will often be very great,
and there is danger (hef it mny some
time be strong enongh to influence even
onr highest tribunal, and if such should
e the case we would he well on the way
townrd a destruction of eonstitutional
government, We have a conrt of lnst re-
sort above the shadow of suspieion.  Let
us keep it so.

The Burning of the Richmond Theater.

The Richmond Theater was burned in
the month of December, like the Brook-
Iyn Theater, but the dny after Christmas,

tichmond had then only 10,000 inhabi-
tants, hut there were six hundred people
at the play.  The points of the tragedy
were much like those of the present one.
A chandelier set the scenery on five, the
stnge meehanies beeame puniestricken,
the flames burst npon the andience, and
there was only one door for escape, and
the windows were very high.  Sixty-one
persons were published next morning as
dead, and in all about fone hundred
perished, among them many fashionable
ladies nned ehildren, the governor of the
State, the president of the bank, and
members of sneh families as Muyo,
Venable, Botts, Braston, Gallego, Page,
Coutts, Nelson, Mavshall, Stevenson,
Clav, Geiffin and Greenhow, A slave,
Gilhert Hunt, personally resened tweive
ludies by eatehing them in his arms,
“ e obtained his freedom,” wrote the
annalist of the city.

Remarkable Care of Croup.

A vemarkable eure of o ense of mem-
Dranons ceonp in New Haven, Coun,, in
n little hoy two yoemrs and nine months
old, is reported,  The ehild seemad  cer-
tain to die and a surgical operation was
deeided npon. A hole was ent in the
windpipe and 1 bent tube inserted. In-
side of this tube was one of n smaller
size, the twe being necessary in order to
keep the eue throngh which breathing is
carried on free from the obstmetions of
blood and membrine which were given
off in conghing.  The tubes were in use
from Tuesday noon until the Thursday
of the following week, and for five days
the only nourishment administered to the

| patient was a little millk,  His recovery
is remarkable considering the exhansting
character of the disease, bnt perfeet sue-
cess attended the hazardons operation,

T —

A Fasnye,—A Caleutta veport says the
acconnts of the famine received from Ma-
dras are worse than these from Bombay,
Large unmbers of starving people are
flocking into Mudras, Denths from star-

"vation have occrred.  Much distress and
disease exists in the country districts.

and | married sent his intended bride a
indebt- | ent of dinmonds worth £3,000, Wishing |
The national flag in the hall, | to enjoy the gratificati
Lonor of Mr. Kerr, was | he followed closely on

'hind the curtains, Presently a bevy |

| which flows past his capital of Mandalay.

Two native craft were observed to sink
1e whole of the vessels could eut
slip. His Burmese majesty is con-
| fident that with his Krupp guus he may

On the strength of this
lins united his sacred
and there is

¢ gound of revelry” in Mandalay.

A Warning to Young Women.

{ A French gentleman who was to be

res-

on of his bride,
the heels of his
}Jl'BS&l.‘lt, and finding no one in the par-
or, ensconced himzelf in a window be-

{of girls fluttered into the room, and all

{ began talking at once,

| Louise is lucky!

“QOh! did you
ever gee such & beautiful eorbeille ?

" husband she will have !” said one, ““She

ought to be happy, to be sure. But

do you know what she told me just
now? Why, that she had rather have

! who gave it.”

the corbeille withont the gentleman
“Tt can’t be; she never

'said so ! ““She certainly did ; and there
Iin Californis, and we find that though duly Cic ; anc

didn’t you tell me

‘that's

she is—ask her for yourself, Louise,
;on would rather
have the corbeille alone, without M.
Melier 2"  ““Yes,
between ourselves.”  ‘‘Much
obliged to you, madamoiselle,” said M.
Melier, coming forward, * you shall not
have either,” So saying, he coolly put
the splendid present under his armand

| walked off, leaviug the ladies in an em-

‘and sweets are to be Riljurcd.

barrnssment *¢ easier conceived than ex-
pressed.”

What the‘Mikudo Says.

The Japanese minister presented to
President Grant a letter addressed to him
by the mikado of Japan, of which the
following is a translation :

GreaTr axp Goop Friesp : Now that
the great Exposition in honor of the oue
hundredth year of your excelleney’s na-
tional government has been eminently
successiul, I write to congratulate you
and the people over whom yon preside,
From my subjeets in the United States I
have heard nothing but words of kind-
ness in regard to the manner in which
they have been treated, and I believe the
recent intercourse between our countries
will have a tendency to strengthen the
friendship already existing. I would
here express the sincere hope that the
incoming century will not only witness
the continued progress and prosperity of
vour nation in all branches of industry,
Dt eleo prove an era of peace,  This
will be handed to you in person by my
minister residing near your government,
who has been directed to emphasize my
very [riendly congratulations.

(Signed) MursvHiTo.

Tolio, the first duy of the tenthmonth
of the ninth year of Meiji.

o ——

Love at First Sight,

The first time that Gen. Cnster sct hig
handsome eves upon his futnre wife was
when Tie was fifteen years old, and going
to school in Monroe, Mich. Going nlong
the street one day, the rough, flaxen
headed, freckled faced boy passed a little
black eyed, eight-year-old gir' swinging
on a gate,  She was a pretty little crea-
ture, her father's pet, an oaly ehild, and
naturally spoiled.  She said,‘arehly, Les
little face dimpling with sfules:
“Hello! you Custer boy!”  Then,
frishtened at her’own temerity, tumed
and fled into the house, It was love at
first sight with the wild young savage of
fifteen, and he then and there vowed that
some day that small girl shonld be his
wife. Andso she was, but only after
many lovers' woes; for Judge Bacon,
pretty Lizzie's father, was a long time
obdurate toward the yonug man who he
feared was fickle and unstable, and his
daughter and her suiter submitted most
patiently to his will until at last he re-
lented, =

His Dinner.

A financier was receiving at dinner a
distingnished guest renowned for his
taste, sand in the conrse of conversation
the latter spoke of having dined the day
before at o honge where the host had
«entertained the company with some ex-
cellent epigrams,”  The financier's jeal-
ousy was exeited. He rang for his cook,
and, in the presenee of his distinguished
guest, nsked him whether he could make
epigrams, and, if so, how it happened
that lie had hitherto concealed his talent,
Without allowing the astonighed cook to
reply, the finaneier ordered him in n per-
emptory manner toserve up a dish of
epigrams at the next doy's dinner, and af
the sume time invited the distinguished
guest to come and see whether they were
ns good as those of which he had just

spoken.
— W —

It's Just Awlul.

My, George Willinm Curtis, talking ol
railwny mumers, tells this story: A
yonng woman suddenly flounees in her
sent and throws up her arms, and ex-
cluins to Ler fellow travelers, through a
companion:  “Did you ever know wny-
thing so hot 2 I'm stifling. Can't yon
open this window?  Whew | whew ! Ol,
dear ! it's dreadinl, isn't it ! It's always
soin these cars, My ! it's awful!”  On
one oeension, when this kind of remark
Lesd been made af some length for the
elifieation of the company, a voice was
heard from the other end of the ear:
“Yesny, it's awful,  Bub let’s try to
Dear np. "Lein't nothin' to the sufferin's
of the emdy Christinns " A general
lnngh followed, aud nothing farther was
heard from that young woman,

o Not Drink Vinegar.

s Juwienal of  Health advises
over-stont people not to seek to reduce
flesh by drinking vinegar or smoking,
but to maintain as perfect u digestion as
possible and avoid fatmaking foods, sneh
as staveh in the ghape of potatoes, flonr
bread and riee,  Spirits, malt liquors
The
gluten of whent is the best food. It
will sustuin life in full vigor, but it wil
not add an ounce of faf to the body,

ce——

“ Do you believe it is frne,” asked a
eentlenun, of rather sln veputation for
lumesty, of a ludy, **that whenever »
man gois into tronble there is always a
woman at the hottom of it?" “Tdon't
know but it is e, demnrely replied
the lady : *TI fuve heard that in your
own case there wesa certain mis-(emeanor
ut the bottom of your trouble,”

consequence, he is putting his new mud |

What a generous i

I did say so; but

1 Ttems of Interest,

| Aman cantake a joke best after he
| has taken his dinnes.
Boned turkey is good if boned with
the consent of the owner,
' One smile for the living is better than
a dozen tears for the dead.

has no feet, yet wears shoes? Dust,

Now is the time to go sround and
chase away the “ wolves” from your
poor neighbors’ door.

In Brazil diamonds are found on moun-
taies 6,000 feet above the sea, This is
what makes them so high. -

The largest number of * bolters” in
Wisconsin at the election should have
been in Door county. :

Probabilities: When you see 8 man
| going home at two o’clock in the morn-
ing, and know his wife is waiting for
Lim, it is likely to be stormy.

Two railroad companies in Missouri
pay their hands with checks, for fear' of
having their pay cars waylaid and robbed
while running from point to point.

The following conversation fook place
| recently in & hotel : ** Waiter?” ¢ Yes,
gir.”  * What's this?” “It's bean soup,
gir,” **No matter what it has been, the
question is—what is it now?”

A lady wished aseat in a erowded hall.
| A handsome gentleman gave her a chair,
| ¢ You are a jewel,” she said. ~“‘Oh, no,
[T am a jeweler; I have just set the
| jewel.”
| To obtain the necessery sinews of war
| the Russian government has issued no-
| tices that from and after the first of Jan-
| nary next the import duties must be paid
'in gold. .
| A Norman peasant does not believe

there is any virtuein vaccination, because
only two days after his aunt hed endured
the operation she fell down stairs and
broke an arm, _

It is stated that 60,000 Philadelphia
families will break up hausekeepi'ng
the first of January and start aroun
country making Centennial calls.
venge 18 sweet,

“Thought I'd leave my measure on

on
the
Re-

your floor,” said a man who fell down in
a barroom, **No necessity for that,”
gaid the barkeeper. “*We exactly .

how much you hold.”

When your steak is broiled done put it
on & hot dish, sprinkle with minced par-
gley, salt and pepper, 13{. on lnmps of
butter, and put it into 8 hot oven until
there 18 no juice or butter visible,

¢ Mother, have I any children ?” asked
an urchin of eight summers. * A
no! What.put that in your head?” re-
turned the surprised parent, * Because
I read to-dsy of children’s children,”
answered the aente juvenile, 3

The average speed of railroad trains
from New York to the Pacific const is
nineteen miles an hour, snd:the San
Francisco newspapers urge that it be in-
creased to thirty, which would shorten
the journey over two days. . -

A minister in Lexington, Ky.; lately
gaid in the pulpit that he had seen a
pack of eards and a backgammon board
in the parlor of a member of his church,
and aiter services several pious men
scolded their wives for carelessness.

“What is the trouble among our .

oung men ?” Around here it seems to
that there are six working days be-
tween every two Sundays, and they feel
that it «is an unjust dispengation, and
that there ought to be more Sundays,
The paragraphist of the future will
write snch items as this: A strong
wind eame throngh a window and over-

turned Mrs, Weeder's cremetory jar.

yesterday forencon, and her husband’s
urnings were swept away in a twinkling.”

(ieneral Hawley says that the best
thing he saw at _the ibition was the
Ameriean people, and that during the
whole time he was there he did not see a
single intoxieated person on the grounds,
nor did he witness any difficulty or alter-
cation. ’

In China agriculture is considered the
noblest of arts to wuith mon ean attain,
To such a degree is the worship of this
art curied that the annual fete day of
agriculture is attended by the emperor
in person, who on this day humbly wields
the plow. .

Let Tnrks delight to howl and fight,
for 'tis their nature to; let bear and lion
growl and Dite, for madness made them
so, But, Yankees, you sho;ﬁd never leit
your angry passions rise; don’t querrel;
frade, “?:;-k mrd, lie low, and forward
the supplies,

A man named Watts, living in Sao
county, Wisconsin, saw a prairie chicken
on the top of his wheat stack and shok
atit. The wadding from the gun seb
the stack on fire; the fire destroyed that,

“the barn and the house,  Loss, $2,5600,
The chicken flew away.

in the department of Biscay, France,
every landowner must plant two s:-.plinf;
for every timber tree he cuts down.

Java the birth of every child is cele-
brated by planting a fruit tree, which is
as cavefully tended as the record of the
nge of the child whose birth- it registers,

A novel attempt at suicide is reported
from Delphi, Ind. One Greiss, a hard
drinker, purchased ten cents’ worth of
powder, filled his mouth with powder,
and  touehed
conl. His mouth and face were terribly
burned, but it is thought ke will recover.

Seven Chinamen are partners in busi-
ness in San Franeiseo, A creditor, find-
ing it hard work to collect a debt, learn-
ed that the money was in the sufe, the
safe had seven different locks, each part-
ner-had one key, and they had to be
unanimous before the meney conld be
got at,

One of the customers in & barber’s
shop sees a dog of ungainly aspect sitting
opposite intently watehing him.  * Why
does that dog look at meso?’ “Why,
sir, oceasionally my hand slips, and I am
so unfortunate as tosnip off a bitof ear.”
“Rh! and what thenz”  “Why, then
lie eats it.”

The property of the proprietors of a
faro bank in San Franciseo has been at-
tached at the suit of Parrott & Co.,
haukers, who charge thet their defruit-
ing clerk lost some 235,000 of the funds
of the bank at the gaming tables of the
defendants, It is ramored that & nun-
ber of prominent citizents will be sub-
peenaed ns witnesses for the plaintils,
aud the affair is likely to cause some ex-
citement.

At u recent Sunday-school reunion the
superintendent proposed that they form
a line and march to the song * Hold the
Fort,”  Accordingly the line was formed
with Deacon B, at the head,  All went
beautifully until they came to the second
verse :

++ See the mighty host advancing,

Sutan leading on,” )
when they were all so_impressed with
the exceeding appropriateness of the
thing, that singing, marching, decorum
and all solemn feelings wére knocked
into pi by a general roar of laughter at
the expense of ‘Deacon B.

Disabled Soldiers.
of managers for the United
for disabled volnn-

the attendance i8

The board
States national home
teer seldiors sny that
larzer now than it has cver been, There
are 3.200 disabled soldiers at the centrul
branch, Dayton, O.; 754 ab the Enstern
brauch, Angusta, Me.; 758 at the North-
western branch, Milwaukee, Wis.; and
627 at the Southern branch, Hampton,
Va., making a total of 5,339,

What is that which flies high, flies Iow,

it off with a lighted ,

S
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