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Great Christmas Gati

In the December American Magazine,George Fitch, the Peoria humorist,writes a funny piece describing
Christmas at Iloineburg. Following
is an extra showing how people go
back to the small town for Christmas:

"People come home for Chrtstunn
all over the world, but in Homeburg
you don't merely come home to your
family, you come home to the whole
town. A week before the 25tli the
clans begin to gather. Usually the
college folks come first. Sometimes
we have as many as a dozen, and the
whole town is on edge to see them.
It's next to a circus parade in interest
because you never can tell what new
sort of clothes the boys are going 10
spring on us. In the grand old days
when Delaney Payley and Sam Singer
used to blow in for Christmas they
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walked up from the depot between whpn theydouble lines of admirers, and their trains, or
elothes never failed to strike us with watch' them
awe. I remember the year when Sam you New Yo
came home with one of those over- worth buildi
coats with a sort of hood effect in the uated from
back 1 never saw one before or there with h
since. He was also wearing a felt we have an e
hat as flat as a soup plate that year Molly Straw
and a two quart pipe fitted carefully daughter, gointo his face, and when old Hill Dor- one last yea
gan, the drayman, saw him he threw "That's w
up both hands and cried: "By gosh, much more t
it ain't possible!" the town ch

"Then the children begin coming Atkinson coi
back. There is a great difference be- He's doing
tween Homeburg and New York re- it takes hin
pnr/linp r»liU#lrr»n Tn Mow Vnrlr o eiHLi »

C-. .*»» n a V-UIIU M'limn UL m«
is personal property. Hut in Homo- aftor he arr
berg a child belongs to the whole hear about
town. A birth notice is a real news home from 1
item in Ilomeburg. I suppose every regular cust
baby is personally inspected by at she makes t
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ouquets and presents and eleven,
quity in the whole brood, acquisit
n, the washerwoman's brought
it more flowers than any- ver to si

r. Annie I
by Christmas means so in Mir
o us. At Christmas time young
ildren come home. Will She wai
tnes home from Chicago. It, hut (
very well up there, and had to
!i two hours to get the just ha
iln street on the first day Kverybr
Ives. Kveryone has to afraid f
it. Sadie Gastlt comes going t<
Des Moines with a baby; man wi
oni of hers. Sometimes supposelit same baby do for June."
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I am here always ready to

own property. I may have the
, long time without looking all
/our liberal patronage in the past
d prosperous New Year.
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tp, but usually It's a new one. /^ F fn1
nber Sadie when she was only \_^/l/\i
Kb to a grass hopper and her
spanked her for climbing the
can flagpole during the Mc- The earth has grown old i

campaign. The Kline children den of care,
own from Chicago to visit But at Christmas it
unt. There were only a boy young.
girl of them \\hen they left The heart of the jewel buyears ago. Now there are » fcounting wife, husband, and .... ,* ..

ions.Last year Ad Bridge P(i» .1 °

a new wife home from Ben- forth on the air
how us. Year before last Miss When the song of th
lamlll, who has been teaching sung,
ineapolis, brought down a
man to show to her family. It is coming, old earth, 1
s going to be exclusive about tonight,lid it work? Not much. She O'er the snowflakes thishow him all around. We SO(j.ppened over there in droves. .
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>dy loves Annie and we were ^ho feet of the Chrlstchlh
or a little while that she was a white,
> be an old maid. The young A»d the voice of the Chr
11 bring her down this year I out to the night

They were married last That mankind are the
God.
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STMAS CAROL
vlth its bur- On the soul of the lonely, the wretchedand poor,
always is The voice of the Chrlstchild shall

! fall,
rns lustrous And to every blind wanderer open

the door
nslc, breaks Of a hope that he dared not dream

of before.
e angeis is >vnn a sunsninc or welcome ror all.

The feet of the humblest may walk
t Is coming In the field,

Where the feet of the holiest have
it cover the-1 trod;Jk ,

This, this is the marvel to mortals^
1 fall gentle revealed

When the silvery trumpets of Christ
Istchild tell nias have pealed

That mankind are the children of
children of God.
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