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Bush says ports deal will stand

despite some security complaints

Te;i Brodis

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Brushing
aside objections from
Republicans and Democrats
alike, President Bush
endorsed the takeover of
shipping operations at six
major U.S. seaports by a
state-owned business in
the United Arab Emirates.
He pledged to veto any bill
Congress might approve to
block the agreement.

The president on Tuesday
defende:d his administration’s
earlierr approval of the
sale of London-based
Peninsular and Oriental
Steam Navigation Co. to
Dubai Ports World, despite
concerns in Congress it
could increase the possibility
of terrorism at American
ports.

The: pending sale —
expected to be finalized
in early March — puts
Dubaii Ports in charge of
major shipping operations
in Neew York, New Jersey,
Baltirnore, New Orleans,
Miamii and Philadelphia.
“If there was any chance
that this transaction would
jeopardize the security of
the United States, it would
not gro forward,” Bush said.

“Ic sends a terrible signal
to friends around the world
that it’s OK for a company
from1 one country to manage
the port, but not a country
that plays by the rules and
has got a good track record
from another part of the
world,” Bush said.

"To assuage concerns,
the- administration
disclosed some assurances
it had negotiated with

Dubai Ports. It required
mandatory participation in
U.S. security progtams to
stop smuggling and detect
illegal shipments of nuclear
materials; roughly 33 other
port companies participate
in these voluntarily. The
Coast Guard also said
Tuesday it was nearly
finished inspecting Dubai
Ports’ facilities in the
United States.

A senior Homeland
Security official, Stewart
Baker, said this was the
first-ever sale involving U.S.
port operations td a state-
owned government. “In that
sense this is a new layer of
controls,” he said. Baker
added that U.S. intelligence
agencies were consulted
“very early on to actually
logk at vulnerabilities and
threats.”

Bush sought to quiet a
political storm that has
united Republican governors
and Senate Majority Leader
Bill Frist of Tennessee with
liberal Democrats, including
New York’s two Democratic
senators, Hillary Rodham
Clinton - and Charles
Schumer.

Frist said Tuesday, before
Bush’s comments, that he
would introduce legislation
to put the sale on hold if
the White House did not
delay the takeover. He said
the deal raised “serious
questions regarding the
safety and security of our
homeland.

House Speaker Dennis
Hastert, R-Ill., asked the
president for a moratorium
on the sale until it could be
studied further. “We must
not allow the possibility of

compromising our natjonal
security due to lack of
review or oversight by
the federal government,”
Hastert said.
laryland’s Republican
Gov. Robert Ehrlich, during
a tour of Baltimore’s port
on Tuesday, called the deal
y secretive process
at the federal level.”

Bush took the rare step
of calling reporters to his
conference room on Air
Force One after returning
from a speech in Colorado.
He also stopped to talk
before television cameras
after he returned to the
White House.

“I can understand why
some in Congress have
raised questions about
whether or not our country
will be less secure as a
result of this transaction,”
the president said. “But
they need to know that our
government has looked at
this issue and looked at it
carefully.”

A senior executive
from Dubai Ports World
pledged the company
would agree to whatever
security precautions the
U.S. government demanded
to salvage the deal. Chief
operating officer Edward
“Ted” H. Bilkey promised
Dubai Ports “will fully
cooperate in putting into
place whatever is necessary
to protect the terminals.”

Bilkey traveled to
Washington in an effort
to defuse the growing
CONtroversy.

Bush said that protesting
lawmakers should
understand his approval of
the deal was final.
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PLAYING COLUMBIA’'S HOTTEST DANCE MUSIC

COLUMBIA'S PREMIER ENTERTAINMENT COMPLEX

WHERE COLUMBIA COMES TO PARTY!

CTH’UL‘&ED‘KV"NI’GFITS :)

(SERVICE INDUSTRY NIGHT)

18+ COLLEGE STUDENTS w/ID
& SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS WELCOME!
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_ THURSDAY (2/23/06):
| __LADIES 21 & UP w/COLLEGE ID

| MEN 218 UP w/COLLEGE ID |
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e Wildest, Wettest, Most Dutrageous
Contests Imaginable!

* CLUB RA APPRECIATES
SERVICE INDUSTRY WORKERS.
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THIS THURSDAY! PLUS...

BEER

SPECIAL
THURS.
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MINUTES FROM USC CAMPUS!
Walking distance from the Colanial Center
f and USC’s Greek Village.

| FREE . MIDNIGHT |
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VISIT CLUB RA’S NEW AWESOME WEBSITE:

WIWWW.CLUBRACOLUMBIA.COM

e EVENTS CALENDAR « VIRTUAL TOUR  WEB CAMS = GALLERIES * CLUB RA VIP i
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BOOK ALL YOUR GREEK PARTIES AT CLUB RA!
BNEW CLUB

DANCE CLuB

VOTED 2005's

Be a VIP! Book your next Fraternity or Sorority mixer, formal or
semi-formal party at Columbia’s HOTTEST UPSCALE ENTERTAINMENT
COMPLEX, CLUB RA.

CLUB RA is the ONLY Vegas-Style club in Columbia. We feature
Cyber Light Show, Plush Leather Couches, UIP Sky Boxes w/Plasma TUs,
Avalon Sound System, Multi-Level Dance Floor, and much, much more!

Catering service available. Call (803) 252-7625 for more information. E{;
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——(PFRIDAY NIGHTS:

GLOBAL
DANCE PARTY!
As we play the nation’s HOTTEST BEATS.

k o
r-—(SATunnAv NIGHTSF

GODDESSES NIGHT
DRINK SPECIALS for WOMEN all night long!
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If you are under 21, itis against the law to buy
alcoholic beverages. All ABC regulations enforced

700A GERVAIS ST.
DOWNTOWN IN VISTA STATION

OPEN THURS. . FRI. & SAT. 9:00pm-UNTIL « FAS¥IONABLE ATTIRE BECOMMENDED

PLACETOD PICK-up GIRLS /
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