
Memorial honors Texas A&M bonfire victims 
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THE .ASSOCIATED PRESS 

COLLEGE STATION, Texas — A granite 
and bronze memorial was dedicated Thursday 
in a grassy field at Texas A&M University 
where a bonfire under construction collapsed 
five years ago, killing 12 young people. 

“Their souls and bodies are not here, but the 
spirit they all shared is very much here,” said 
Jerry Ebanks, whose son Michael died in the 
massive collapse of logs. “This will be a place 
for solace, for meditation and for 

remembering.” 

About 50,000 people attended the 
dedication on the anniversary of the 

collapse. 
The 59-foot-high bonfire, a revered Aggie 

tradition before the school’s annual football 

matchup against rival Texas, used a tiered stack 
of more than 5,000 logs. It collapsed in the 
early morning of Nov. 18, 1999. 

Besides the 12 dead, 27 people were injured. 
Most of the victims were students. An 

investigation by a university commission 
blamed flawed construction techniques and 
lack of adequate supervision. 

During the dedication ceremony, Chip 

Thiel, who suffered a shattered left leg and a 

punctured lung in the collapse, tearfully 
described his favorite memories of building the 
bonfire and asked the crowd never to forget the 

unity and camaraderie it instilled. 
The $5 million memorial’s centerpiece is a 

circle of 12 rectangular arches, one for each 
victim. The arches are connected by 27 large 
stones, symbolic of the injured. 

The 16-foot-tall granite arches are 

positioned so that each faces the hometown of a 

victim. Within the arches are 12-foot bronze 

portals with a sculpted portrait and writings 
from or about each victim. 

After the ceremony, the families of those 
killed and injured in the collapse walked alone 
to the memorial, ahead of the thousands who 
would later visit it. 

Many relatives left flowers by the arches. 
When Carolyn Adams stepped inside the portal 
of her daughter Miranda, she gently placed her 
head against the portrait inside. 

The 90-year-old bonfire tradition has been 
on hold since the collapse. A&amp;M 
President Robert Gates has said no decision 
about the bonfire’s future will be made until all 
lawsuits related to the collapse are resolved. 
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remains in 
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An effigy of Clemson’s Tiger burns Thursday night by the Colonial Center. The annual event draws 
hundreds of people on the eve of the rivalry game with Clemson. 

■ TIGERBURN 
Continued from page 6 

Zachery Scott. 
“It went really, really well,” said Kyle 

Bowman, commissioner for traditional 
events and organizer for Tiger burn. “It 
was probably one of the biggest crowds 
we have ever had.” 

The event started when the full 
Carolina Band marched down Greene 
Street from the Koger Center and into 

the parking lot of the Colonial Center. 
After recognition of the 

Clemson/USC Blood Drive, there was a 

performance of an original song, and 
Pastor Will Rowes gave a eulogy for the 

tiger. 
Chosen randomly from a drawing 

earlier, three students were chosen to 

light the tiger in what Bowman called a 

very successful burn. 

“It usually never goes that long, 
Bowman said. “I mean, it has only 
burned for one minute before. But 10 
minutes is really good and the crowd 
was really pleased.” 

Bowman said he was impressed by 
the energy of the crowd and welcome 
they brought to the band Evoka, and the 
Presidents of the United States of 
America that ended the evening. 

“There was so much energy out 

there,” Bowman said. “And it is great to 

see these kids support the football team 

and the school as a whole.” 

Comments on this story? E-mail V 
garnecocknnvs@gwm.sc.edu 

AN HISTORIC RESIDENCE 

Efficiency $525 
One Bedroom $585 
Two Bedroom $620 

Rent includes all utilities and cable TV. 
All rates quoted are month to month. 

(Leases available, prices subject to change) 

Located across from the 

University Of South Carolina Horseshoe 
and the State Capital, Cornell Arms 

offers the premier location for 

downtown living. 

(803) 799-1442 
1230 PENDLETON STREET 

COLUMBIA, SC 29201 

www.dailygamecock.com 
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** What inspires you? Is it a profit margin? A stock price? A CEO? Or is it something higher? Maybe a set 

I 
of values, a love for freedom and the belief that an individual can make a difference. With a college 
degree, you can begin your career in a leadership position as an officer in the United States Air Force. 

Commissioned as a second lieutenant, you'll enjoy many perks not found within most Fortune 500® 

companies. And unlike most jobs in the private sector, you'll be working for something you actually 
believe in. Call 1 -800-423-USAF to request more information or visit AIRFORCE.COM. 


