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Aftershocks of western China
quake bring death toll to 266

BY AUDRA ANG

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

KASHGAR, CHINA — Hundreds
of aftershocks rocked western
China on Tuesday, claiming
more lives a day after a major
earthquake crumpled thousands
of homes and schools. The death
toll rose to at least 266 people,
with another 2,000 injured, state
media reported.

The latest deaths included res-
cue workers who were struck by
debris as they pulled victims from
the rubble during aftershocks,
and residents who succumbed to
their injuries from Monday's
powerful earthquake, the official
Xinhua News Agency reported.

Chinese officials put the mag-
nitude of Monday's quake at 6.8,
while the U.S. Geological Survey
recorded it at 6.3.

More than 500 aftershocks jolt-
ed the area overnight, including
one before dawn that registered
magnitude 5, Xinhua said.
Aftershocks could be felt as far
away as Kashgar, about 180 miles
from the hardest-hit part of the
remote region.

“I felt about three and they
lasted for a minute each.
Everything was shaking,"” said
Kashgar resident Ani Abdul.

The disaster zone stretched
through an isolated western sec-
tion of the’Xinjiang region near
China’s mountainous border
with Kyrgyzstan. Xinhua said
that nearly 9,000 houses and hun-
dreds of other buildings were de-
stroved. '

About 600 of the injured were

‘hospitalized in serious condition,
officials said. '

Rescuers dug through debris
by hand on Tuesday, fearing that

heavy equipment could further
injure survivors, said a volun-
teer in the hardest-hit village,
Chongku Qiake. Officials said 90
percent of that town's 30,000 peo-
ple were forced to leave damaged
homes.

The government sent 9,000
tents to the disaster zone, but
there was no immediate figure
on how many pecple were left
homeless in the subfreezing tem-
peratures.

Almost all the dead were in
Bachu County, where flimsy
building construction seemed to
have contributed to the death
toll, officials said. The neighbor-
‘ing county of Jiashi was closer
to the epicenter but suffered lit-
tle damage; its homes have been
reinforced following severe
quakes in recent years.

Relief supplies and rescue
teams with search dogs began ar-
riving early Tuesday from
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The earthquake occurred in the Xinjiang region of China.

Beijing, about 1,750 miles to the
east. People in the regional cap-
ital of Urumaqi donated clothing
and supplies. Businesses in
Xinjiang collected $300,000 for re-
lief.

Some of those killed were chil-
dren whose schools collapsed in
the tremors. Xinhua said 900
classrooms were wrecked.
Officials said that at least 12 stu-
dents died.

Photos in state newspapers
Tuesday showed residents bun-
dled against the winter cold
standing in the street alongside
salvaged belongings. A wrecked
schoolhouse was shown with one
cracked brick wall left standing,
displaying tattered posters of
Karl Marx and Mao Zedong.

Earthquakes are common in
Xinjiang, especially its far west,
which includes the foothills of
the Pamir and Tianshan moun-
tains,
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STATE

Execution ban gets
approval of House

COLUMBIA (AP) — A bill
that would ban executing the
mentally retarded won key ap-
proval in the House on
Tuesday. '

Under the bill, defendants
determined to be mentally re-
tarded before trial would face
a maximum sentence of life in
prison without the possibility
of parole rather than death,
said Rep. Jay Lucas, R-
Hartsville.

The bill provides no lesser
sentences as alternatives, tak-
ing away some of a trial judge's
authority in sentencing men-
tally retarded defendants, said
Rep. Joe Neal, D-Hopkins. |

“The judge shouldn’t be told
he has only one choice that he |
can make," Neal said. “I have
a problem with the Legislature
dictating to the court and lim-
iting its options. [ think that's a
mistake.”

Other legislators felt that
life in prison was an appropri-
ate sentence for someone con-
victed of murder even if the de-
fendant were determined to be
mentally retarded, Lucas said.

Sanford not among
reservists called

CHARLESTON (AP) — About |
15 reservists from Gov. Mark i
i

|

Sanford’s Air Force Reserve
unit have been called to active
duty, a reserve spokesman
said. Sanford was not among
them.

Those called up were mostly
flight nurses and medical tech-
nicians from the 315th
Aeromedical Evacuation
Squadron. They were ordered
to active duty Monday, said re-
serve spokesman Lt. Col. Chris

The squadron has about 120
members, King said, adding
that he knows of no plans to
call up the governor.

Sanford is a first lieutenant
and a medical administration
officer in the Air Force
Reserve. However, he has not
received the training he would
need to be rated as fully quali-
fied for the position.

Sanford has said he would
follow any mobilization orders
to meet his military obligations.

Constitutional questions
have surfaced about Sanford’s
Reserve commission. State
constitutional law experts
have said Sanford should seek
a court opinion on whether he
can be governor while holding ‘
his officer rank.
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Bush says he doesn't
plan to tap reserve oil

WASHINGTON (AP) — The
government’'s emergency oil
stocks will not be used to
dampen soaring energy
prices, Energy Secretary
Spencer Abraham told sena-
tors Tuesday, but the Bush ad-
ministration will move quick-
ly to draw on the reserves if
severe supply shortages ap-
pear. !

The emergency stocks i
“should not be used to address
price fluctuations,” Abraham [
told senators, worried about
soaring fuel costs.

“We will and we can act
quickly to use the Strategic
Petroleum Reserve ... to offset
any severe disruptions if it's
needed,” Abraham told a
Senate hearing. He said, how-
ever, the 600 million barrels
held in the reserve on the
Louisiana-Texas coast would
be used only “to provide ener-
gy security.”

“We do not believe it
should be used to address
price fluctuations,” Abraham
said.

Appeals for government
intervention grew louder
Tuesday as spot prices of nat-
ural gas briefly soared to
nearly double the record
high of two years ago, in the
midst of the California ener-
gy crisis, and the price of
gasoline lingered at over $2a
gallon in many parts of the
country.

Cardinal testifies
before grand jury

BOSTON (AP) — Cardinal
Bernard Law testified
Tuesday before a grand jury
investigating whether crimi-
nal charges should be filed
against him or any other top
church officials for their han-
dling of priests accused of sex-
ual abuse.

Law had no comment after
a full day of testimony at
Attorney General Thomas
Reilly's office.

His lawyer, J. Owen Todd,
said the grand jury and assis-
tant attorney general Michelle'
Adelman focused on the evo-
lution of the archdiocese’s pol-
icy with abusive priests dur-
ing Law’s tenure, which be-
gan in 1984.

Law resigned as Boston
archbishop in December after
a year of revelations that he
and top aides reassigned
priests who were known mo-
lesters to different parishes. ‘

Roh takes South Korean pre;idency

BY JOSEPH COLEMAN
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA — Roh
Moo-hyl_.m took power as South

Korea's president on Tuesday and
faced the immediate challenge of a
defiant North Korea reportedly
urging its people and military to
be ready for a U.S. attack.
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Colombian explosion in
Caracas injures four

CARACAS, VENEZUELA (AP) —
Two powerful explosions dam-
aged the Spanish embassy and the
Colombian consulate minutes
apart in the Venezuelan capital
early Tuesday, injuring four peo-
ple and raising tensions in a city
still recovering from an anti-gov-
ernment strike.

The blasts twisted the steel gates
of the buildings and blew out win-
dows in residences almost a block
away. Leaflets supporting
President Hugo Chavez were found
outside the Spanish Embassy.

“We believe these were very po-
tent bombs judging by the damage
done,” said the mayor of Caracas’
Chacao district, Leopoldo Lopez.

The first blast was outside the
Spanish embassy-in eastern
Caracas. The second explosion
rocked the Colombian consulate.
The blasts slightly injured four
people, Lopez said.

Chacao police chief Leonardo
Diaz said there was a “direct rela-
tion” between the blasts, which
came two days after Chavez
warned Colombia and Spain not
to meddle in Venezuela's domes-
tic affairs.

Chief weapons inspector

says Iraq cooperating

UNITED NATIONS (AP) — Iraq is
providing inspectors with new in-
formation about its weapons pro-
grams and has reported the dis-
covery of two bombs, including
one possibly filled with a biologi-
cal agent — moves that show signs
of real cooperation, the chief U.N.
weapons inspector said Tuesday.

President Bush, however, pre-
dicted Iraqi leader Saddam
Hussein would try to “fool the
world one more time"” by reveal-
ing the existence of weapons he
has previously denied having. He
urged the United Nations to “hon-
or its word™ and back U.S. action
against Iraq.

Bush was referring to a unani-
mous U.N. Security Council vote
in November that gave Iraq a fi-
nal opportunity to disarm or face
“serious consequences.” But the
council is now deeply divided over
whether Iraq has squandered that

Canada, which isn't on the
Security Council, was trying to
bridge two competing plans that
were introduced Monday: a U.S--
British-Spanish resolution that
seeks U.N. authorization for war;
and a French-Russian-German
proposal to strengthen U.N. in-
spections and continued them at
least into July to disarm Iraq
peacefully.

A North Korean statement, re-
ported by the South Korean news
agency Yonhap, accused the
United States of planning massive
war games in the Korean
Peninsula in preparation to attack
North Korea.

“The United States can launch
a pre-emptive attack on us at any
time,” the North said. “This re-
quires our military and people to
mobilize all our resources to be
fully ready for any contingen-
cies.” Yonhap said that the North
did not elaborate.

The latest statement was not
unusual in the supercharged at-
mosphere of recent weeks. But
coming hours after Roh's inaugu-
ration, it was a reminder of the
forces that will shape his coming
months in office: a hostile com-
munist regime and a Bush ad-
ministration determined to stop
its nuclear weapons development.

Roh Moo-hyun (pronounced
No-Moo-HeeYun), a human rights
lawyer untested on the global
stage, laid out his vision of trans-
forming his country into a peace-
ful and powerful economic hub in
an inaugural speech just hours af-
ter news that North Korea fired a
short-range missile into the Sea of
Japan.

The new president then met
with Secretary of State Colin
Powell, who is trying to gather
support in the region for persuad-
ing China, Russia and Japan to be-
come more closely involved in ne-
gotiating an end to the standoff
over North Korea’s nuclear ambi-
tions.

Roh pledged to press ahead
with his predecessor's policy of
building ties with the North,
while arguing for greater inde-
pendence from the United States,
his country’s top ally and trading
partner.

“Iwill seek active international
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