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The Strom Thurmond Fitness 
and Wellness Center is scheduled 
to open March 1, but parts of it 
may open early, said Jerry 
Brewer, director of student life. 

“During the month of February 
it will be open on some limited ba- 
sis,” Brewer said. But March 1 is 
“the day we’ve been working with 
for two or three years.” 

Herbert Camp, director of cam- 

pus recreation, said that the bas- 
ketball courts, and possibly the in- 
door track, would be included in 
these early openings if construc- 
tion on them is completed. 

Camp also said that nearer to 
the opening date there will be an 

open house for students, but no 

date has been set. 
They are planning a visit from 

Strom Thurmond as well, said 

I 

Brewer, but it has not been sched- 
uled. 

The Wellness Center has been 
under construction since 
September 2000 and will include the 
newest technology and resources. 

“It’s a total upgrade to what 
you’re looking at now,” Brewer 
said. “Just think of the best facility 
you’ve ever been to and rtiultiply 
that by five times and that will be 
the one available to you March 1.” 

“The number of pieces of equip- 
ment is through the roof,” Brewer 
said. “They’re the most modern 
pieces of equipment available.” 

The third floor is devoted to car- 

diovascular exercise. It has a track 
one-seventh of a mile long as well 
as treadmills equipped with video 
screens and DVD players. 

Also available to students, are 

indoor and outdoor pools, a sand 
volleyball court, a Jacuzzi and 
sauna, several racquetball and 

squash courts, basketball courts 
and a 52-foot tall rock-climbing wall. 

Student groups and clubs will 
be able to reserve some spaces for 
banquets and gatherings, includ- 
ing the outdoor pool area. 

Despite the amount of work be- 
ing done to the wellness center, 
Brewer said the construction is on 
schedule. 

“Each time I bring someone 
down here they say, ‘You’re going 
to open March 1?’ Well, you 
should’ve seen it two weeks ago,” 
Brewer said. “You would’ve 
thought I was crazier than I am, but 
we’re going to be open March 1.” 

Devon Hawkins, a second-year 
sports and entertainment man- 

agement student, said he is anx- 

ious for the center to open. 
“The Strom Thurmond Center 

will be nicer because it’s closer to 
where I live,” Hawkins said. 

Third-year statistics student 

Lindsey Martin said she works 
out with the crew team every 
morning and does not like how 
overcrowded the Blatt PE Center 
is. 

“I’ve never seen so many peo- 
ple in one place in my entire life,” 
Martin said. 

“I think it’s going to be much 
bigger, have more equipment and 
be much nicer than the old PE cen- 

ter,” said Shandall Johnson, a 

third-year exercise-science stu- 
dent. “I think it’s going to add a lot 
to the university.” 

“When this opens in March, 
there will not be a better building 
of this type on a college campus,” 
Brewer said. “This will be the best, 
from an aesthetic standpoint and 
from a functioning standpoint.” 

Comments on this story?E-mail 
gamecockudesk@hotmail.com 

Tuition 
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phants fight, it’s the ground that 
suffers. So basically we are the 
ones suffering for things that we 

cannot control.” 
Student Government 

President Ankit Patel said that 
the reason students have failed 
in the past is they have taken 
their frustrations out on the ad- 
ministration, not the state 
Legislature. 

“There has kind of been this 
animosity toward the adminis- 
tration as it is kind of us versus 
them mentality, as if we’ve got 
to fight the administration and 
tell them not to increase tuition,” 
he said. “I can speak first hand 
that a lot of administration offi- 
cials, stemming from Dr. 
Sorensen all the way down, they 
are just as concerned about tu- 
ition as the other person.” 

One idea is to organize the 

state’s college students into one 

group and go before the 
Legislature to express the con- 
cerns of South Carolina’s stu- 
dents as a whole. Patel said this 
process is already in place in 
Tennessee. 

“I just think it makes sense 

when you have all the students 
from Clemson, students from 
USC, Winthrop, Wofford, College 
of Charleston; all of them com- 

ing before the state Legislature 
and saying, look, here are the 
things that students are con- 
cerned about,” he said. 

Ibemere said that students 
shouldn’t have to lobby the 
Legislature, but that lawmakers 
should already be taking care of 
students’ concerns. 

“The state should have our in- 
terests at hand, and I don’t think 
they do,” she said. “We shouldn’t 
have to go tell them to listen to 
us, they should already know. 

Comments on this story?E-mail 
gamecockudesk@hotmail.com 
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Win A Trip To 
MTV Spring Break 2005! 
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You amp tHpee fpicnps mi ae At tne centep of tHe Action amp scope: 

VIP Access to MtV eVeNts • RooMPtpip aipfapo 

$800 SPeMPIMG CASH • 4 PAYS/3 MIOHtS IM A 10JC0RY SOIte 

The more collect calls you make by dialing down the center with 1-800 CALL ATT, 
the more chances you have to enter to win a trip to MTV Spring Break 2003! 

So break out that bathing suit, that is, if you can still squeeze into it. 
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VO TELEPHONE CALL OP PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN 
ELIGIBILITY: Open to legal residents ol the SO United States, District of Columbia, and the US. Virgin Islands who are 16 or older as of 1/15/03. Void in Puerto Rico and where prohibited. TWO WAYS TO PARTICIPATE: A.) 1-800 CALL ATT: During the period 1/15/03 (12:00 AM Eastern Time CET") to 2/28/03 (11:59 PM ET 
lach time you place a 1-800 CALL ATT collect call using prompt 62 and the call charges are accepted, you win be automatically entered in the MTV Spring Break 2003 Sweepstakes Calls must originate and terminate in the 50 United Stales. District of Columbia, or the U S Virgin Islands 1-800 CALL ATT Collect Can entnet 
will be randomly intercepted during the promotion period to advise callers (not call recipients! i> they have won a prize. B.)U.S. MAIL: To enter via U.S Mail without making a 1-800 CALI ATT collect call, hand print on a 3' x 5' piece ol paper your name, address, zip code, daytime phone number, age, date ol birth ana the word! 
"1-800 CALL ATT" ana mail it to. MTV Spring Break 2003 Sweepstakes, PO Box 13132. Bridgeport. CT 06673-3132 Must be postmarked by 2/28/03 and received by 3/4/03. One entry per envelope Fust Prizes not awarded at the conclusion otthe promotion period (if any) will be awarded in a second chance drawing hod 
»mong all eligible mailed entries received that have not already been selected as First Prize winners. To be included in the second chance drawing, follow option B described above. Grand Prize winner will be selected randomly on or about 3/4/03 hum among all First Prize winners. PRIZES/ODDS: (1) Grand Prize: 4 day/3 nigh 
Yip tor winner and three (3) guests to 2003 MTV Spring Break (currently scheduled lor March 12-15. 2003). consisting of round trip coach air (ransportaboh from nearest major airport in the US to winner’s residence, suite hotel accommodations tor (4) (one suite), ground transportation (lo/trom hotel and the airport), priori!) 
'reatment at the 2003 MTV Spring Break events, and a total ot $800 spending money (Approximate Retail Value 'AW* $16,800). First Prizes: (810) ATT/MTV Beach Bag (ARV: $20). Taxes are responsibilityof winners. Total Prize Value $33,000 Odds o< winning a prize will depend on the number of eligible entries received 
Sublet to the Official Rules available by calling (800) 833-1928 fr by sending a self-addressed, stamped envelope by 4/7/O^to: MTV Spring Break 2003 Sweepstakes Rules. PO Box 13106, Bndgepcgt. CT 06673-3106 @2003 ATsT 
52003 MTV Networks. Ad rights reserved. MTV MUSIC TELEVISION, SPRING BREAK and all related biles and logos are trademarks of MTV Networks, a division of Viacom International Inc. 


