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Dining
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Helen Zeigler of USC Dining
Services said Sodexho's interest in
refurbishing dining facilitieswas a
major reason they won the contract.

"We asked the vendors what kind
of investment they would make,"
Zeigler said. "They came in and
talked to us ... We're very happy

_with the choice."

Bohlke said Sodexho plans to dis-
play signs in campus dining areas
during the school year to inform
students about the progression of
changes and construction.

"We've enjoyed a great relation-
ship with USC for the last 20 years,"
Bohlke said. "We were thrilled to
continue to work with them."

But even though change is sched-
uled, Sheffries is adamant that the
good parts of USC dining will re-
main intact.

"Cancel Chicken Finger
Wednesday? No way. [ don't know
what would happen if we did that."

Although familiar eating spots
may give way to different venues,
most USC students look forward to
the new food selections and menu
variety that will be coming to USC
in the next few years.
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has ended.

Note: USC has issued an mtemt to a(‘capt the Sodexho contraet, but plans wﬂl not be final until the contract's legal pmtest permd

Plutonium
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a physical altercation between fed-
eral trucks and South Carolina
Highway Patrol officers presented
a potential terrorist target by itself.

A similar study conducted in
May of 1992 said that the building
was in fact structurally sound
enough to withstand an earthquake.

indefinitely and ordered law en- Governor Hodges also questions The report concluded, as report-
forcement officials to physically thesafety of the buildingtobeused ed by The State, that "the reactor
blockade the South Carolina border for storing the plutonium. Although building was designed and con-
and turn back the trucks carrying cracks were found in the structure structed to provide the required pro-
plutonium. in several places in July 2000, the tection."

U.S. District Judge Cameron building was deemed suitable for
McGowan Currie ordered Hodges  the long-term storage described by  Comments on this story? E-mail
to allow the trucks through because  the DOE. gamecockudesk@hotmail.com
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Uletions anipnoed

University of Georgia uses new
classifications to motivate
students toward degrees

BY KRISTEN WYATT
ASSOGIATED PRESS

ATHENS, Ga. - Hoping to em-
barrass slackers who take more
than four years to get a degree, the
University of Georgia will start re-
ferring to students by the number
of years they have been enrolled
and may take away parking and
football-ticket privileges after their
senior year.

The university will call students
"first-years," "second-years," or even
"seventh-years,"” rather than fresh-
men, sophomores or seniors.

School officials said overcrowding is
amajor reason for the changes.

University of Georgia students
take an average of 4.3 years to grad-
uate, which is actually below the na-
tional average of 5.3 years. But too
many students are taking up dorm
and classroom space in the 33,000-
student university, where tuition for
state residents is $2,800 a year.

One problem is that Athens -
with its nightlife, mild weather and
music scene - may be a little too

| pleasant.

"Athens is a great place to live,
and I think for some of our students
it's kind of a joke to stay" q'aid Hugh
Ruppersburg, an as iate dean
who leads a Cwmmihpe charged
with getting students out on time,
"They want a fifth football season.
They don't want to leave their

friends. And this is a very afford-
able education, so it's not like it
costs $40,000 a year to stay.”

Nineteen-year-old freshman
Drew Perry said: "Kids just want to
have fun and stay in Athens, They
don't want to grow up and get a job.
I don't either, but I still want to get
out in four years. It really is crowd-
ed on the buses and the dining halls
and all."

Provost Karen Holbrook said a
recent survey that found students
average just 13 hours a week in class
and six more hours studying.

"What are they doing with their
time?" she asked. "Certainly many
of them work and are involved in
extracurricular activities. But we
think with the caliber of our stu-
dents, they can take a much heftier
program and do very well at it."

Under a proposal that still needs
university approval before taking
effect, those who spend more than
four years in college would be put
behind freshmen in line for covet-
ed parking spaces and football tick-
ets.

The most recent national figures
from the US. Education
Department show that college stu-
dents are taking longer to complete
degrees. About 30 percent of those
who were college freshmen in 1993
took six vears or longerto graduate,
up from 25 percent in 1977.
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