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TOP 10

These were the most requested
songs on USC's student radio
station from April 10-17.

1. “CONCRETE DUNES”
_Grandaddy

2. “SHA SHA”
Ben Kweller

3. “INOUR GUN" ‘
Gomez

4, “LOVE APPLE"
. Love Apple

5. “GONZALEZ"
Gonzalez

6. “PLASTIC FANG"
1 Jon Spencer Blues Explosion
7. “SPLT"
Face-to-Face/Dropkick Murphys
8. “OPEN UP AND SAY
AWESOME"

Ultimate Fakebook
9. “FREEBIRD"

Built to Spill

10, “WOOD/WATER"
The Promise Ring

“C'MON C'MON"
Sheryl Crow
* %% out of srdrir s

BY WILLIAM MILLS
THE GAMECOGE

Sheryl Crow’s latest release, “C'mon,
C'mon,” conflicts with her old statusasa
fun-loving rock ‘n’ roll diva. She focuses too
much on packing the songs with as many
famous artists and instruments as she can,
aryfl not enough on her songs’ attitude. %

‘Enlisting the help of Liz Phair, Lenny

~GD REVIEW

Sheryl Crow’s newest CD forsakes old image

Kravitz, Don Henley, Emmylou Harris and
many others, Crow brings in so much
outside influence that her independent
sound is modified to mediocre, tending
toward melancholy, rock. She even includes
the vocals of actress Gwyneth Paltrow.

Crow is losing confidence in her
sound’s appeal and fun feeling, Until now,
her albums were sold by the strength of -
her voice and her rock 'n’ roll attitude.

Crow's rocker attitude is only surpassed
by her sex appeal as an alternative-rock
diva, and on “Soak up the Sun,"” she shares
this spotlight with Phair. The two produce
asong that's perfect for a day on the beach
or just a summer drive. That song is one of
the only optimistic, have-fun songs on the
album; most of the rest are riddled with
confusingly emotional lyrics such as “It's
not having what you want, it's wanting
what you've got” and “Life is what happens
while you're making plans.”

“C'mon, C'mon,” Crow’s fourth studio
recording, lacks her individual, raw,
alternative power, but it does show
significant adaptability in her style. The
album’s wide range of talent gives it a
full sound while pushing Crow’s vocal
strength to the back of the line.

Songs such as “Safe and Sound” take the

emphasis off Crow and onto instruments
such as a Wurlitzer organ, a synthesizer, a
piano, violins and cellos. She does,
however, reach impressively high vocal
notes in the song’s climactic ending.

Throughout the album, it's unclear
whether Crow is deliberately taking the
focus off of herself for this album or just
having fun with her friends. Her longtime
friend Stevie Nicks accompanies her on
the album’s title track, about heartbreak,
in a duet of amazingly similar voices.

Another duet about heartbreak is the
almost-certainly radio-bound “It's So Easy."”
This is one of the album’s most heartfelt
songs, and the contrast between Crow and
Henley creates an MTV-compatible sound.
Crow gets the same effect on “You're An
Original” with Kravitz.

Though it's amazing how many artists
collaborated on “C'mon, C'mon,” which
took three years to complete, it sounds less
and less like Crow as it goes along. Whatever
happened to the girl who just wanted to have
some fun?I'm sure she did while making the
album, but the listeners won't if they expect
a product that’s pure Sheryl Cm“:.
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. “C'MON, C'MON"
(2002)

“THE GLOBE

SESSIONS”
(1999)

“LIVE FROM

CENTRAL PARK”
(2002)

“SHERYL CROW"
(1996)

“TUESDAY NIGHT
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