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Catching Water in a Net
doesn’t sound like murder

mystery title; it evokes
images of Nicholas Sparks,
not Agatha Christie. It's
attached, however, to one of
the most classically oriented
examples of pulp detective
fiction to come out recently.
First-time author J.L. Abramo
is a Brooklyn native who lives
in Columbia with his wife,
Janis McWayne, a doctoral
student at the USC School of
Public Health. Abramo has
created a tough piece of
fiction that won the 2000
Private Eye Writers of
America/St. Martin's Press
Award for Best First Private
Eye Novel.

Abramo has created a
tightly knit, no-holds-barred
novel that catches the reader
and holds him through a
deluge of murder, betrayal and
suspense. The book’s 230
pages take off with a woman's
entry into the private
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BOOK REVIEW

Detective mystery compels but doesn’t stray from its genre

investigator’s office. Evelyn
Harding needs P.1. Jake
Diamond to find her husband,
Harry. Harry Harding is on the
lam because he's suspected of
murdering his business
partner and Jake's mentor,
L.A. private eye Jimmy
Pigeon.

So the case begins. It's
personal for Jake, who
epitomizes every hard-boiled
private eye cliché: He keeps a
bottle in his desk and a pack
of Camels in his pocket, and
his saucy receptionist keeps
his San Francisco-based
business on the edge of
survival. Jake is shoddy in
dress and in lifestyle, and his
love life is tragic and distant.
He has all the right friends,
from mob bosses and inmates
to cops, and everything in
between.

When Harding turns up dead,
Jake becomes a suspect and has

to use every friendship and
connection in San Francisco and
L.A. to keep himself out of jail
until he can clear his name and
find Pigeon’s killer. He's forced
to request help from two mob
bosses, dodge the strong men of
another and even go to his ex-
wife and her family for help, a
humiliating move for Jake.

While the case and the
characters set the pace of the
novel, the most intriguing and
engaging aspect is the
emerging relationship-that-
should-have-been between Jake
Diamond and Jimmy Pigeon.
As the case moves on, Jake
finds out things he should have
but was never inclined to know
about the man he silently
revered.

Jimmy Pigeon took Jake
under his wing and turned him
from a struggling actor into a
private eye. While the two men
were friends, the 400 miles
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between their réspective cities
and Jake’s personal hang-ups
kept them from being as close as
they should have been. Jake
comes to realize he should have
been more of a friend to his
mentor and teacher and begins
to treat.the case as the last thing
he can do to make up for the
time that was lost between
them.

Abramo treats the situation
with just the right amounts of
tenderness and unforgiving
candor. Jake knows he messed
up - that's why he must try so
hard to make amends, even
though he knows that time can
never be regained. But, as
Jake's ex-wife tells him, it's “a
step in the right direction.”

Abramo has certainly taken a
step in the right direction in the
creation of this character. The
novel sparkles throughout with
the wit of an Intelligent author
who obviously knows the ins
and outs of his genre, The story

* knows it's hard-boiled private

eye fiction. It stays on course
and never strays intothe -
dangerous realms of symbolism
and literary fiction. That
dedication to his art makes
Abramo’s offering that much
more compelling and worthy of
notice. This is the firstina -
‘series of Jake Diamond, P.1.,
novels, and he promises to be as
captivating a private eye as P.D.
James' Adam Dalgleish or Janet
Evanonvich's Stephanie Plum.
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items to go.
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M A R KET
Pl fods & O )
2803 Rosewood Dr.
Columbia, SC 29205

Deli: 256-6410
Store: 765-1083

£ M-Sat: 9-9

Buy all your organic produce and groceries
here. We carry environmentally friendly
cleaning products, natural body care items
and supplements. Also featuring a great

deli with hot entrées and heat and eat

GREAT GIFTS FOR THE NEW GRAD AND FOR

Where else can you buy some booty and eat it too?!
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e 2 & 4 Bedrooms

* Free Tanning Bed
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: $50 off your deposit.
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(803) 739-0899

e Washer and Dryer in Every Apartment
e Private Bedrooms with Individual lock & key
e 24 Hour Emergency Maintenance

e Furnished Apartments with Individual Leases

® Free Shuttle to Campus
* 24 Hour Fitness Center w/ Free Weights
* Resort Style Pool w/Hot Tub

* 24 Hour Multimedia Center
¢ 24 Hour Game Room w/Pool Table
e Basketball and Sand Volleyball

215 Spencer Place

Free High Speed
Ethernet in
Every Bedroom

Cayce, SC 29033

Fax: 803-739-0883
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invites you to the

USC BICENTENNIAL
CELEBRATION AND
CLOSING CEREMONY

/s

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA BICENTENNIAL™

Commemoratiﬁg the chartering of
South Carolina College on December 19, 1801

Wednesday, Dec 19, 2001

The Historic Horseshoe and the State House South Steps

1 1:00 a.m. Horseshoe Convocation at Rutledge
1 1:30 a.m. Procession from Horseshoe to State House

12:00 p.m. State House Ceremony
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The University of South Carolina Bicentennial Commission

For more information, call the Bicentennial Office, 777-1801




