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Fire destroys historic school

ASSOCIATED-PRESS

COLUMBIA— Burning embers
were still cascading from the old
Olympia School when mayor Bob
Coble promised to rebuild the his-
toric structure,

A massive fire destroyed three
buildings at the school in less
than two hours Monday night.
Firefighters estimate the damage
at $1 million.

No one was hurt in the blaze.
The main building and two wings
were destroyed, said Bradley
Anderson, assistant chief at the
Columbia Fire Department. The
school was undergoing renova-
tion and set to reopen in fall 2002.

It will still réopen someday,
Coble said.

“The building will be rebuilt.
We will preserve the history,”
Coble said as alumni of the school
gathered around him.

The cause of the four-alarm blaze,
which was one of the biggest in re-
cent years in the city, is not known.

Firefighters arrived at the emp-
ty school around 6:15 p.m.,
Anderson said. The flames spread
quickly as gusts of wind pushed
the fire toward a classroom build-
ing and gyvm in the complex and
the National Guard Armory lo-
cated nearby, Anderson said.

“They were successful in pre-
venting damage to the three build-
ings,” he said. “There was only
minor damage to the exterior of
the armory.” .

Winds carrying embers also
started small brush fires nearby.

The Olympia School was found-
ed in 1901. It was once the center
of a thriving old textile mill dis-
trict south of Columbia’s down-
fown.

It had been deemed a signifi-
cant historical structure by the
Historic Columbia Foundation,

Mayor Bob Coble says the Olympia School, which burned down on Monday night, will

be rebuilt. ruoro 8y ROBERT GRUEN

“It's not so much an
architectural loss. The
major loss is that it was
their pride. Most of my
neighbors went to that
school.”

JEANNE LIROLA

MEMBER OF HISTORIC
COLUMBIA FOUNDATION

said Susan Sale-Korper, a spokes-
woman for the foundation.

‘The fire burned an auditorium
and a building constructed in 1925
made from wood, plastic and
brick, said Jeanne Lirola, a mem-
ber of the Historie Columbia
Foundation. A gymnasium anda
wing built in 1938 were not dam-
aged by the blaze, Lirola said,

“It's not so much an architec-
tural loss. The major loss is that it
was their pride. Most of my neigh-
bors went to that school,” she said.

A CFD member plots key locations of crews and water
lines on a map during the Olympia School blaze Monday
night. pHoTo BY ANDREW ROGERS

Introducing a calling plan as big as the USA.
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Columbiana Mall

100 Columbisna Circle
B03-407-4221/7008
(mon-sat 108-3p. sun 1p-5p)
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POLICE REPORT

Each numbered symbol on the map represents a single crime that
cormresponds with the numbered descriptions in the list below it.
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Fﬂday Oct. 26 parking meter had been removed
- . from its mount. There was no sign
(1) LARCENY OF BICYCLE, of the meter. Estimated value: $500.
1705 COLLEGE ST. The victim Reporting officer;: M.P. Moore.
said someone took his black (5) LARCENY OF LICENSE PLATE,
and purple Rocky Mountain 1423 WHALEY ST. The complainant
bike from the bike rack on the said someone removed the license
east side of the B.A. building plate from his 1995 white Jeep

Cherokee. Estimated value; §10.
Reporting officer: J.D. Patterson.
(6) LARCENY OF LAPTOP

| COMPUTER, 615 SUMTER ST.

by cutting the cable lock.
Estimated value: $605.
Reporting officer: J.A. Henry.

Thursday' Nov. 1 | The victim said someone took a

black Compagq laptop computer
© AUTO BREAK-IN, 1423 from his dorm room. The victim
WHALEY ST. The victim said said the room might have been
someone took an Aiwa radio/CD unlocked at the time of incident.
player from his 1991 yellow Jeep. Estimated value: $500.

Estimated value: $200. Reporting
officer: J.R. Merrill.

Friday, Nov. 2

(3) AUTO BREAK-IN, 600 BULL
ST. The victim said someone
broke the passenger-side
window on her 1998 black
Toyota. The following items
were taken: a black sports bag,

Reporting officer: E. Pereira.

© ILLEGAL USE OF TELEPHONE,
1323 GREENE ST. The
complainant said someone
repeatedly called his Preston
dorm room and then hung up.
The.complainant was given a log
to record the calls. Reporting
officer: D. Hare and J.D. Rosier.

Saturday, Nov. 3

a pair of pants, two shirts, a I

Nursing Community health (8) THEFT, 801 LINCOLN ST. The
textbook, a three-ring binder, a complainant said someone

black leather pocketbook, a forcefully opened two coin-
checkbook from Founders operated soda machines and
Federal Credit Union, a took money and sodas. The
container of vitamins, a investigation continues. The
container of prescription subject caused extensive damage

to both machines. Reporting
officer: J.R. Merrill.

© INFORMATION, 315 MAIN ST.
The victim said she received a
voice-mail message in an
unknown foreign language. This
is the first and only oecurrence.
Reporting officer: J.A. Henry.

medicine and two shopping bag
containing applications and
pens. Estimated value: $193.
Reporting officer: E. Pereira.
(s) LARCENY OF PARKING
METER, 900 BARNWELL ST. The
responding officer responded to
the B.A. meter lot and found a

Attention College Students
& Others Part-Time Work/

Full Time Play

We Offer:

4 positions :
[We have 4 po open with our - Sian of | :
promotional team. We are looking  Health Ins. Benefits
* 401K . ;

Lor positive, self-motivated,
* Holiday mvmm

* Tuition Reimbursement

* Contests for cash & prizes

. Pald'n'llnm

nergetic individuals who have a
desire to make $500 per week.
\We offer hire-on bonus and

[training pay.

Evening Hours Only. For Interview,

Call Billy Rogers 803-731-6545

TRINITY
EPISCOPAL
CATHEDRAL
Agrass._from Stale House
Sunday Worship
7:45, 9 & 11:30 a.m.—Cathedral
11:30 a.m.& 6:00p.m.—
Keenan Chapel
Weekday Eucharist in
Keenan Chapel

771-7300

www.trinilyepiacopalcathedral.org

St. Thomas More Catholic Center

Chaplain’s

Corner

Hev. Tim Lijewski Mass Schedule Sacr tof F
¥ Chaplin Saturday 4:30 pm Saturday 3:00 pm-4:00 pm
Sunday 11 am, 7:30 pm  or by appointment
Sr. Julienne Guy OSU

Director of Christian Formation Newman Club Tuesday 7:00 pm
AhomasImee’ 1610 Greene St. 799-5870 (Across from School of Nursing)

Holy Trinity Lutheran Church

: Columbia - Five Points (behind Harper’s)
Proclaiming Christ through the Scriptures and Sacraments

Sunday Schedule

Adult Bible Class 9:302m « Haly Ci 10:30am Member Parish - Lutheran Church Missouri Synod




