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THEY SAID IT

LUCILLE S. HARPER: “The nice
thing about egotists is that they
don’t talk about other people.”

hand in hand

STUDENTS AND ORGANIZATIONS TEAM UP TO FIGHT DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

BY ASHLEY VAUGHAN
THE GAMECOGK

USC's Office of Sexual Health and
Violence Prevention asked students,
faculty and other community mem-
bers to give a hand and a handprint
on Monday at the second annual
“These Hands” art exhibit, in hon-
or of domestic violence awareness
month.

Before entering the exhibit, at-
tendees were asked by volunteers to
paint their hands on a banner, sym-
bolizing a pledge of action against

.domestic violence. The brick walls
of Hunter-Gatherer bore original
artwork related to the exhibit's
theme, “These Hands Don’t Hurt.”
The artwork consisted of everything
from paintings to Polaroids, and the
artists were there to receive recog-
nition for theirwork.

Graduate art student Rachael
Buddin wasn't going to submit her
artwork, but her friends persuaded
her. “A bunch of people told me to
submit it, and, finally, several
friends talked me into it. [ didn't
want to do it ... but I'm happy now.
My work would have stayed in the
closet. They have a function now.
They have a purpose here,” she
said.

The sponsors also asked for other

-types of submissions, such as poems
and short stories, and several peo-
ple read their powerful entries.
Denise Romel narrated a moving
poem, which her mother wrote
about a personal experience, that
gave inspirational insights, such as:

“They have a function now. They have

These hands
DON’T HURT:

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

AWARENESS

“I was young enough to start over.
You're never too oid."”

Romel’s mother submitted the
piece after Romel told her about the
event. Romel said, “I'm reading it
on her behalf.” Romel became in-
terested in domestic violence aware-
ness through her work as a peer ed-
ucator. She is part of SHARE,
Sexual Health Awareness and Rape
Education Peers, a student organi-
zation that educates and answers
college students’ questions.

As part of this year’s exhibit, ac-
tors from Trustus Theatre per-
formed an excerpt from The Laramie
Project, a play about the hate crime
that led to the death of homosexual
student Matthew Shepard. Touted
as “the Our Town of this genera-
tion,” The Laramie Project runs at
Trustus until Nov. 10 and depicts the
crime through the eyes of Laramie’s
townspeople, while examining the
crime’s effects on the people and the
town.

Volunteer Lisa Perricone de-
scribed the play as “fantastic and

a purpose here.”

disturbing at the same time ... It
made me want to cry.” While the
hate crime involved Shepherd's sex-
uality rather than domestic vio-
lence, the message was the same as
that of “These Hands Don’t Hurt.”

Tricia Phaup of the Sexual Health
Office said, “We wanted to expand
the event and talk about all kinds of
violence and the impact that these
types of crimes have.”

Social Action and Service
Committee representatives also at-
tended the exhibit. Co-chairman
Eileen Newman wondered how she
could help raise domestic violence
awareness and encouraged her
graduate social work students to get
involved. “It's important for social
work students to get out into the
community to actually experience
what social work is like,” she said.

Newman also worked to promote
the event. “I sent flyers and asked
professors to promote it in their
classes. I was hoping that they
would make turning in submissions
an assignment, but that is some-

RACHAEL BUDDIN
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thing for next year,” she said. And,
according to Phaup, there will be a
next year. “We will definitely con-
tinue this event,” she said.

The event's sponsors were
pleased with the response to it. “The
turnout was excellent,” Perricone
said. “I was impressed by the diver-
sity of the crowd; people of all ages
and both men and women came out
to show their support.”

The exhibit also raised funds for
Sistercare Inc., a local organization
that provides shelter for battered
women and their children in five
Midlands counties. It also provides
support groups, legal advocacy and
a 24-hour crisis line.

Volunteers eollected donations of
money and other goods for the
women'’s shelter. Janice Cohen of
Sistercare encourages women to use
the crisis line, but she advises them
to call 911 if they're in immediate
danger.

Cohen emphasized the impor-
tance of domestic violence aware-
ness. “It's not just a women's issue;
it’s a community issue. ... It's some-
thing that affects us all,” she said.
“Most importantly, we want women
to know that they don’t have to do
it alone.”

To help or get help on campus,
visit the Office of Sexual Health and
Violence Prevention in the
Thomson Student Health Center or
call 777-7619. To give time or dona-
tions to Sistercare, call (803) 926-
0505, and, if you are the victim of do-
mestic abuse, call the 24-hour crisis
line at (803) 765-9428.

“It's not just a women’s issue; it's a
community issue.”

JANICE COHEN

SISTERCARE, INC., WHICH SERVES
BATTERED WOMEN AND CHILDREN

“It's important for social work students to
get out into the community to actually
experience what social work is like.”

EILEEN NEWMAN

CO-CHAIRMAN OF SOCIAL ACTION AND

PROFESSOR
PICKS
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