
Quote, Unquote 
‘They're huge, and they’re hairy. And they’re not 

something we see every day. 
Gale DuBose, 

Visitor at the new Riverbanks Zoo gorilla exhibit 
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Ticket problems indicate 
football on-field positives 
Lots 

of USC football fans might be a little peeved right 
now. After all, tickets are hard to come by, even for 
Gamecock Club members. 

But the difficulty in finding a ticket to any of the games 
played in Williams-Brice stadium shows what an incredibly 
large and loyal fan base our football program has. 

In addition, all the tickets for the games at Tennessee and 

Georgia have been taken. It’s a sign that fans finally feel the 
Gamecocks are legitimate SEC opponents — something that’s 
been a long time coming. 

Of course, Lou Holtz gets a lot of the credit. Not only did 
he change a losing team into a winning one, but his legendary 
status has helped USC to attract national attention and gain re- 

spect. This year’s record ticket sales surpass the previous 
mark, which was set the year Holtz was hired. 

USC is in the Big Boys Club, now. Fans of schools like 
Tennessee and Florida are accustomed to ticket sell outs. And 
now that we’re being taken seriously again, it’s time for USC 
fans to get used to it, too. 

While it might seem unfair or unfortunate that some of the 
most hardcore Gamecock fans can’t get tickets to this year’s 
games, it definitely indicates the on-field talents fans have 
come to expect of our team. 
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Accusations pollute world of sports 
If anyone has seen the Damon 

Wayons character on “In Living 
Color,” you know his spelling 

of the word “C- 
Colby Nelson O-N-spiracy” is 
is a guest columnist ... 

and can be as ridiculous as 

reached at the politically 
gamecockviewpoints motivated 
@ hotmail.com. accusations 

polluting sports. 
For example, the recent assertion 

that Dale Earnhardt Jr.’s win at the 

Pepsi 400 was the result of anything 
other than sheer racing pedigree 
is, in the slurs of Mike Tyson, 
“ludicrous.” 

I could honestly care less about 
the pointless sport of Nascar. 
However, when ability isn’t 
accredited because some whiny 
theorists can’t contain their 

skepticism, it bothers me. 

Give the guy a break — he’s 
racing on the same damned track 
his legendary father died on only 
five months earlier. 

Not only does he have to endure 
the intense emotions involved in 

driving on a cursed course, but he 
also has to deal with callous, 
invading journalists nitpicking 
every word he chooses to divulge. 

I just can’t comprehend why a 

momentous event like this has to 
be evaluated so inscrutably when 
it should be held in reverence. 

Junior won because he was the 
most talented driver on the track. 
Sure, the fact that Michael Waltrip 
finished second is even more 

miraculous given the circumstances 

surrounding it, but who cares? 
That’s life saying Jeff Gordon lost 

the race because that insipid, curly- 
haired little girl from the Pepsi 
commercials was distracting him while 
his car was refueling in the cockpit. 

I can just hear a fan now. 

“Hey, Jimbob, I know why that 
there Gordon lost the race. It was 

that early-heard bitch that gits us 

faird up so mutch!” 
Now, I know not all Nascar fans 

enunciate like the nipple-rubbing 
farmer from “The Waterboy,” but 
it seems like an applicable 

comparison. 
Anyway, next time a sporting 

event so incredulous occurs that it 

appears fixed, take this into account. 

Henry Ford once said, “Thinking 
is the hardest work there is, which 
is why so few engage in it.” 

Uneducated conjectures and 

jealous entreaties envelop the Dale 
Earnhardt Jr. situation the way Jared 
from the Subway commercials 
engorfs his Cold Cut Trio. 

Though my tone is abrasive and 
sarcastic, it’s also brutally realistic. 

Athletes are given no room to 
breathe when it comes to 
occurrences like this. 

Of course, some pros are 

pampered entirely too much. I think 
Earnhardt Jr. is an exception because 
of his heritage and his willingness 
to have to work twice as hard to 
live up to the legacy of his father. 

Hopefully, this issue of repetitive 
doubt will close faster than Gary 
Condit’s pants come off. That way, 
the political agenda of sports can 

be levied correctly. 


