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Investigators charge
Greek captain, sailors
in wrecking of ferry

BY .LisA ORKIN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PAROS, GReece — The captain and
three crew members of a Greek ferry
boat that sank, killing at least 66 people,
were charged Thursday with multiple
counts of murder.

Investigators were focusing on re-
ports that the ship, loaded with more than
500 passengers, was apparently on auto-
matic pilot minutes before striking a well-
marked rocky outcropping, bolstering
accounts by survivors that crew mem-
bers were watching a soccer match on
television Tuesday night when the ship
sank two miles from shore,

Efforts by navy divers and rescue
crews to find at least eight missing peo-
ple were hampered by a fierce gale that
has stopped all boat traffic to and from
this holiday island. Rescue teams said
there could be up to 14 people missing.

Although the ship had just passed an
inspection, a prosecutor was also inves-
tigating accusations the 34-year-old
Express Samina had propulsion and steer-
ing problems. Described as a *“rusting
hulk” by the Greek Merchant Marine
Mechanics Union, the ferry was to be
decommissioned next year,

Greece’s worst ferry sinking in 35
years has dealt a serious blow to this
nation that prides itself on a maritime
tradition dating back more than 2,000
years. In 1965, 217 people died in the
sinking of the passenger ship Iraklion.

Survivors have also accused the crew
of panicking and failing to organize the
evacuation of the ship, saying life boats
were not quickly deployed. Many at-
tributed their rescue to the proximity of
the shore and a small fleet of fishing boats
that sped to the sinking vessel.

Premier Costas Simitis held an emer-
gency Cabinet meeting to discuss the
shipwreck, Government officials said no
mercy would be shown to those found
responsible for the sinking,

“Criminals, a blind course on au-
topilot” screamed a banner headline in
the normally staid daily Eltherotypia.
“Murderers,” ran another headline in
the daily Eleftheros Typos.

Ship’s captain Vassilis Yannakis, his
deputy, Anastasios Psychoyos, and two
crewmen were charged with four felonies,
regional prosecutor Dimitrios Dadinopou-
los said.

He said the charges included multi-
@ "lc counts of homicide with possible mal-
ice, causing serious bodily injuries with
possible malice, violating maritime reg-
ulations, violating international regula-
tions on avoiding an accident, and sink-
ing a ship.

Officials plan to transfer the men to
the island of Syros, the administrative

capital of the Cyclades island chain, to
be questioned by an investigating mag-
istrate.

Ship’s owner Costas Klironomos al-
so blamed his own crew, saying “all the
indications point to human error and that
there are members of the crew who have
shown criminal negligence.”

The ship left Athens’ port of Piraeus
on Tuesday afternoon and headed for
Paros, the first of six stops that would
eventually bring it to the tiny Lipsis is-
lands near the Turkish coast. About 10
p.m., the 345-foot, 4,407-ton ferry
rammed into the Portes islet.

Results of a preliminary investiga-
tion indicated the captain was not on the
bridge and that his second in command
took the helm when the ship was just 200
yards from the Portes outcroppings, which
are clearly marked on navigational chart
and have a light beacon visible for seven
miles.

According to a transcript published
in Eleftherotypia, Psychyos told inves-
tigators he saw the rocks at the last minute
and ordered the helmsman to turn the
ship.

“When I saw the ship was headed
for the two rocks, I personally grabbed
the wheel and turned hard left. The bad
thing happened though. It is my fault,”
he was quoted as saying.

But officials say it remains unclear
why the ship rammed the rocks if claims
are true that at least one crewmember,
the helmsman, was on the bridge.

“It’s a rock with a light onit ... ina
frequently traveled area that has been
passed thousands of times... my question
is, why did this happen?” asked Coast
Guard chief Andreas Sirigos.

Coast guard investigators were ex-
amining passenger reports that most of
the crew was watching a European Cham-
pions League soccer match when the fer-
ry crashed.

Asurvivor, Manolis Diktas, told state
television “members of the crew, in-
cluding officers, were watching the
game,”

A funeral service was held on this is-
land for one of the dead, port authority
official Dimitris Malamas, 43. He died
of a heart attack when he heard news of
the sinking. Hundreds of islanders gath-
ered in the main cathedral as ships in har-
bor blew their homs.

Most of the dead were transferred
by helicopter to a morgue in Athens,
where relatives have been identifying the
remains,

There were 72 foreigners on the boat,
from Albania, Australia, Belgium, Britain,
Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Norway,
South Africa, Ukraine and two from
the United States.

Vote tight in Denmark
on whether to replace
currency with euro

BY KiMm GAMEL
ASSOCIATED PRESS

+OPENHAGEN, DenmARK — The
beleaguered euro faced a tight race in this
tiny country Thursday as voters appeared
evenly divided about whether to replace
their krone with the EU’s common
currency, according to early exit polls.

The second of four exit polls being
broadcast by the TV2 station said 52.2
percent of voters were against the euro,
while 47.1 percent were in favor. The
Megafon polling institute based the esti-
mate on replies by 9,044 voters as they
left the polling stations and earlier sur-
veys, but a 3 percentage point margin
of error indicated a statistical dead heat.

Lawmakers remained cautious about

* edicting the outcome of the Scandina-
vian country’s fifth referendum on EU-
related issues since it joined what became
the European Union in 1973.

“Iam not feeling very certain,” Prime
Minister Poul Nyrup Rasmussen, whose
Social Democratic-led govemment sup-
ports joining the European Monetary
Union, said after he cast his ballot.

An anti-euro activist warned it was
too early to guess the outcome because
many of the 4 million eligible Danes had
yet to vote. Danish radio reported that
turnout so far was 18 percent.

“Tt can still change because all ac-
tive business people haven't voted yet,”
said Jens-Peter Bonde of the grass-roots
June Movement. “It still can be a yes or
ano.”
~ The euro took effect in 11 of 15 EU

‘untries in January 1999 for corporate
and investment transactions, with coins

and bills to be introduced in January 2002.
Denmark, Britain and Sweden opted out,
while Greece, which was barred from
membership because of high inflation and
a budget deficit, will join on Jan. 1.

EU officials, who said a “yes” vote
in Denmark would help the euro but a
rejection would have no effect, planned
to meet Friday moming in Brussels, Bel-
gium, after the Danish vote.

Thursday’s vote also was being close-
ly watched by Sweden and Britain, whose
governments support joining the EMU*
but plan to let the public decide in ref-
erendums. Even non-EU member Nor-
way was watching as it undergoes re-
newed debate on whether to join the
trading bloc at all,

Denmark already ties its fiscal and
monetary decisions to those made by the
11-member euro zone, which forms
the bulk of its export market. Support-
ers say membership in the European Mon-
etary Union will give it more influence.

Many opponents say the euro threat-
ens Denmark s extensive welfare state
and will lead to an erosion of sover-
eignty, as more powers are ceded to EU
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium, and
the European Central Bank i in Frankfurt,
Germany.

Christina Dallmann, a 31-year-old
student, checked *“Ja,” or yes. “I think
it's better to be sitting at the table."”

- Danes stunned fellow EU nations
in 1992 by rejecting the Maastricht treaty
for a common currency and a common
defense. A year later, voters approved a
revised treaty with clauses allowing it to
initially stay out of the currency and the
defense cooperation.
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Mlhtary readiness debate continues

B Chiefs say
U.S. military is
still world’s best

BY ROBERT BURNS
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The debate over
whether U.S. troops are combat ready
has produced a paradox about today’s
military: While called the best in the
world, it also is described as overworked,
underpaid and short of ammunition,
pilots and research dollars,

George W. Bush, the Republican
presidential nominee, accuses the Clin-
ton administration of running the mili-
tary into the ground by sending it on too
many overseas missions while skimping
on defense dollars. Morale among the
troops is sinking and combat readiness
is on the decline, he proclaims.

In its defense, the Clinton adminis-

tration points out that, last year, the troops *

received the biggest pay mise in a gen-
eration, that defense investment is on
the rise and that the highest re-enlist-
ment rates are among those units oper-
ating abroad on such missions as
peacekeeping in the Balkans:

For their part, the chiefs of the mil-
itary services are quick to boast that thé
U.S. military is the best in the world.

“Inmy 37 years in uniform, I have
never been around better soldiers, sailors,
airmen and marines,” Army Gen. Hen-
ry H. Shelton, chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, told the Senate Armed
Services Committee on Wednesday.

Shelton quoted a former Army chief
of staff, retired Gen. John Wickham Jr.,
as saying recently, “The truth is that
America has the strongest, best-equipped,
best-trained and best-led military capa-
bility in the world.” '

“I think General Wickham has it
right,” Shelton said.

And yet, each of the military chiefs
also told the Senate and House armed
services committees they are worried
war-fighting capability will erode unless

spending goes up dramalically.

“We miist find the resources nec-
essary to modemize the force,” said Shel-
‘ton. Otherwise, the cumulative strains
«of carrying out peacekeeping and oth-
er overseas missions — while also prepar-
ing for major wars — will erode com-
bat readiness, he said.

Shelton did not say Hiow much mbre
should be spent, beyond the current bud-
get of nearly $300 billion. He said spe-
cific figures could be established after
a planned review of national security
strategy next year.

If the military is performing so re=
markably well, what's all the fuss about
trouble in the ranks?

Sheltan, the highest-ranking mili-
tary adviser to the president and the sec-
retary of defense, said for several years
the Pentagon has.used money that was
meant to buy new weapons and equip-
ment to pay for training and other day-
to-day costs. That has kept troops ready
for combat, but at the cost of replacing

aging equipment.
“Qur equipment is wearing outata

much faster rate than expected,” Shel-
ton said. “Consequently, our troops are
payi:g the price” by speriding more time
fixing mechanical problems mslead of
training for war, he said.

And Gen. Eric Shinseki, the Army’s
chief of staff, said troop reductions dur-
ing the 1990s went too far.

“We need more people,” he said.
“Qur soldiers believe that the Army is
too small for the missions it is asked to
perform.” He did not say how many sol-
diers the Army needs beyond the 480,000
it now has on active duty. .

Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La., said the
$300 billion in military spending is more
than five times larger than the military
budget of Russia, the second largest
spender. It.is more than 22 times as large
as the combined spending of the seven
countries traditionally identified by
the Pentagon as our most likely adver-
saries: Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, North
Korea, Sudan and Syria. And it is more
than the combined spending of the next
12 biggest-spending nations, she said,

Government overpaid drug companies
millions in reimbursements, report says

the changes would “protect access to

BY CLAUDER MARX

announced price, so doctors can make

have *frightening implications for pub-

ASSOCIATED PRESS large profits, a practice the report ac-  lic health.” 4 care for beneficiaries while reducmgex-
knowledged is legal. The Clinton administration has pro-  cessive drug charges.”
WASHINGTON — The federal The committee chairman, Rep.  posed reducing the amount it reimburses Bliley said the agency needs to do
govermnment overpays hundreds of mil-  Thomas Bliley, R-Va., criticized the  physicians for drugs from 95 percentof  more to force drig companies to change
lions of dollars a year for drugs through  Helth Care Financing Administration,  the wholesale price to 83 percent of the  their pricing.
the Medicare program, congressional - which runs Medicare, for not doing more  wholesale price, but the idea has stalled “The legislative proposals made by
investigators report. 10 ensure reimbursement rates are more  in Bliley's committee. the administration have been deeply
An 18-month study by the House iy, Jine with what drug companies actu- HCFA does not need congressional  flawed, in part because they ignore
Commerce Committee found that for 1}y charge doctors. approval to reduce the reimbursement  the rampant price manipulations in which
dozens of drugs, most of which are used The report found Medicare is over- ~ for about 50 drugs for which the Justice ~ certain drug manufacturers have been
to treat AIDS and cancer, drug compa-  charyed by $447 million per year. -+ Department already has determined drug ~ engaged,” he wrote.
nies report one wholesale price pub- Bliley, inaletter to the agency’sad-  companies were charging doctors arti- State and federal prosecutors are in-
licly, then charge doctors amuch low-  yinisirator, Nancy-Ann Min DeParle,  ficially low prices. The agency plansto  vestigating more than 20 drug makers
er price to encourage them 1o use the  gid the current reimbursement meth-  reduce those rates on Jan. 1. for similar pricing arrangements. Its find-
drug. The feder:.al government reim-  o4s are *‘so deeply flawed that they HCFA's top Medicare payment  ings could add more drugs to the list for
burses at a rate similar to the publicly  jyite rampant abuse” and the findings ~ official, Dr. Robert A. Berenson, said ~ which HCFA may set prices.
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not take mifepristone. co Laboratories, will market mifepris-  which launched U.S. clinical trials need-
P I LL Also, the FDA restricted mifepris-  tone under the brand name Mifeprex. It ed for FDA clearance. Although the FDA
tone’s use to doctors who can operate  should be available in about a month.  actually declared mifepristone a safe and
from page 4 in case a surgical abortion is needed to  Abortion providers say the pill-caused  effective abortion method in 1996, fi-
finish the job or in cases of severe bleed-  abortion should cost the same as surgi-  nal approval was delayed until now be-
ing, or to doctors who have made ad-  cal abortion, but a Danco spokeswoman  cause Danco, created to market the drug,
fects to expect and how they mustmake  vance arrangements for a surgeon to pro-  refused to confirm that Thursday. had trouble meeting federal manufac-
three trips to the doctor for the proce-  yide such care to their patients. The FDA's decision, coming in the  turing and labeling requirements.
dure. y ; Studies show mifepristone is 92 per-  midst of the presidential election cam- The vast majority of today’s 1.3 mil-
RU-486, now known by its chemi-  cent 10 95 percent effective in causing  paign, is sure to generate fierce new con-  lion annual U.S. abortions are surgical,
cal name, mifepristone, can be_used On-  early abortion by blocking action of a  troversy, Republican candidate George  although doctors in 1995 began publi-
ly within 49 days of the beginning of the ormone essential for maintaining preg- ~ W. Bush opposes abortion; his father’s cizing the fact that a drug already sold
woman’s last menstrual p!erlod. The  pancy. Without that hormone, proges-  administration banned RU-486 from this (o treat cancer, methotrexate, also could
woman takes three mifepristone pills.  erone, the uterine lining thins and an ~ country in 1989, The pro-choice Clin-  be used to induce abortion.

Two days later, she retumns to the doc-
tor to swallow a second drug, misoprostol,
that causes uterine contractions (o ex-
pel the embryo, She returns for a fol-
low-up visit within two weeks to
make sure the abortion is complete.

The FDA will allow mifepristone to
be distributed only to doctors trained to
accurately diagnose the duration of preg-
nancy and to detect ectopic, or tubal,
pregnancies, because those women can-

embryo cannot remain implanted and
grow.

The pill-induced abortion can be
painful, causing bleeding and nausea.
Heavy bleeding is a potentially serious
side effect, but one the FDA determined
is rare. In safety testing of the first 2,100
American women who took mifepris-
tone, four bled enough to need a trans-
fusion.

A small New York company, Dan-

ton-Gore administration worked for sev-
en years to bring mifepristone here.

Proponents argued that a pill-caused
abortion offers an altemative to surgery
that feels more like a miscarriage and
typically is offered earlier in pregnancy
than surgical abortion.

Bowinglollmpm.ﬁﬂwhnm--

ufacturer Roussel-Uclaf in 1994 wurned
over U.S. rights to the drug to the non-
profit Population Council of New York,

Health experts say mifepristone
won't increase abortions — that didn’t
happen in Europe. But the FDA's for-
mal approval may encourage more doc-
tors who don't offer surgical abortions
1o offer the pill, thus making it easier for
women, particularly in rural areas, to get
an abortion without traveling hundreds
of miles or entering surgical clinics of-

ten staked out by protesters,



