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Volleyball begins league play 
by Rick Johnston 

The Gamecock 

The word around Carolina Volleyball this year is 

“ring.” 
f The Gamecocks have set their sights on winning a 

^ring, or more specifically, a SEC Championship ring. 
They are out to win the SEC title for the first time in 

school history. They remind themselves of this goal 
every time a huddle is broken with a chant of “ring.” 

The Gamecocks set out on their quest for the ring 
this weekend as they open SEC play with road games 

against LSU and Arkansas. 
Carolina (9-3) is coming off a win over Appalachian 

State. The Gamecocks won 15-4, 15-7, and 15-9. 
SEC play begins in Baton Rouge, La. as the Game- 

cocks take on the 4-5 Louisiana State University Tigers. 
Coming off a 17-15 (7-8 SEC) season last year, the 

Tigers return four starters, including senior setter Lau- 
ren O’Connell, who finished in the SEC top 10 in as- 

sists. Also returning is junior middle blocker Meagan 
Davis, who was named to the All-SEC first team last 

year after finishing in the top 10 in the conference in 
blocks. 

^ In last year’s game, also at LSu, the Gamecocks 
won 3-1 by scores of 15-5, 15-12, 6-15 and 15-10. 

A tougher test will come on Sunday when the Game- 
cocks face traditional SEC power Arkansas. 

The Lady Razorbacks are 3-6, which is disappointing 
considering they are coming off a season that saw them 

achieve a 29-6 (14-1 SEC) mark, enough for second 
overall in the SEC and a berth in the NCAA tourna- 

ment. 

The Razorbacks return two all-SEC performers in 
senior outside hitter Yarleen Santiago and sophomore 
middle blocker Libby Wendell, who were named to the 
first and second all-SEC teams, respectively. 

Santiago was fourth in the SEC in kills and sec- 

ond in digs, while Wendell led the conference in blocks 
as a freshman. 

To come away with victories in these two key SEC 
matches, Carolina will need big games from sopho- 
more middle-blocker Sam Alban, who tallied 11 kills 
against Arkansas last year and sophomore setter Megan 
Hosp, who was the digs leader in both games, com- 

bining a total of 18 for the two-game series. 
Another key player will be sophomore Cally Plum- 

mer, who was named the September 18th SEC Player 
of the Week after she hit .503 in four matches against 
Clemson, Miami (OH), Rutgers and Sam Houston State. 
Plummer also leads the Gamecocks in aces. 

Sunday's game at Arkansas will be taped for a de- 

layed broadcast on College Sports Southeast. 

The sports desk can be reached at 

gamecocksports@hotmail.com. 
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SEC Football Standings 
East SEC Overall 
South Carolina 1-0 3-0 
Florida 1-0 3-0 
Kentucky v 0-0 2-1 
Georgia 0-1 1-1 
Tennessee 0-1 1-1 
Vanderbilt 0-2 0-3 

» % 

West SEC Overall 
Auburn 2-0 3-0 
Alabama 1-0 1-2 
Mississippi 1-1 2-1 
Arkansas 0-0 2-0 
Mississippi St. 0-0 2-0 
LSU 0-1 2-1 

It's football season, and like your favorite football team, maybe it's time to make an 

extended road trip. So grab some friends and board the nearest Amtrak* train. With huge, 
comfortable seats, food aplenty, and all your friends around, it's like the world's fastest tailgate 

party. For information on fares to our over 500 destinations, call your travel agent or Amtrak 

at l*800-USA-RAIL,or visit our website at www.amtrak.com. AflltrSk® 

ENTER TO WIN- 
AN ALL-EXPENSE-PAID TRIP TO SEE THE 

GAMECOCKS PLAY THE GATORS IN THE SWAMP!! 

TRIP INCLUDES: 
*ROUND-TRIP ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 2 

ON AMTRAK’S SILVER STAR 

*2 NIGHTS HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 2 AT 

TEAM HOTEL 

*2 TICKETS TO THE USC/UF GAME 

*$500 SPENDING MONEY 

Schedule subject to change without notice. No purchase 
necessary. Open to U.S. residents over age 18 except 
sponsor’s employees, spouses & dependents. Odds of 
winning depend on number of entries. Estimated trip por- 
tion of prize valued at $1,424; all taxes responsibility of 
winner. Entries must be received by 11/01/00; need not 
be present to win—notified by phone. Winner must sign 
eligibility/liability waiver statement. Void where prohibited 
For winners list write to address on entry form. 

PLEASE FILL IN BLANKS: 1 

J NAME:_. OVER 18?_| 
! HOME PH: 1 

1 

\ WORK PH:_' 
| ADDRESS: __i 
'i 

J CITY:- STATE:_* 
• I 

1ZIP- jggg 
EMAIL: _____I 

I MAH. ENTRY FORM TOs C*n*c.Kk* Spa** MBo, S0J04. I 
I Cotumba. SC 292S0 or Fax ’to 103.777 7J7C | 
*■---* 

Get your Homecoming T-Shirts Here! 
^ 

BThe 
Russell House Bookstore r^—1- 

STADIUM p 
STORE! f | Where your purchases benefit both you and the scholarship programs of USC. W^r 

« 

• find all your sideline apparel & spiritwear, and tailgating needsl 
• Great gift ideasl 

# LOCATED AT TJiZ XOXTJd ZfJD ZOfJE 
(Clothing may also be purchased at various other stations throughout the stadium) 
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