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All residence halls
should have sprinklers

look at USC'’s fire-safety plans brings to light a noticeable
Afault: Only three residence halls are fully equipped with

water sprinklers, and McBryde Quadrangle is partially
equipped. The other residence halls, Maxcy College, South Quad
and South Tower, along with McBryde are all specialty housing, as
well.

Honors College students live in Maxcy, sorority and fraternity
members are in South Tower and McBryde, respectively, and 50
percent of South Quad’s rooms are reserved for athletes.

Every student at Carolina who lives on campus must demand
better from university administrators. While the lucky non-ath-
letes who got into South Quad are protected, not everyone can af-
ford to live in that expensive apartment-style residence hall or the
new one being built directly across fromit.

Students need to call their state legislators and let them know
that they don’t want to live in buildings that serve as high fatality
risks if a large-scale fire were to break out. Plans for furnishing all
the residence halls with sprinklers are moving to slowly. This is es-
pecially risky for students living in high-rise residence halls like
Capstone House who would have to make the long walk down
crowded stairwells in the event of a fire.

The safest thing for students to do might be to move off cam-
pus. Maybe then the Department of Housing would get the mes-
sage that we don’t want tragedies like the fires at Seton Hall or
UNC-Chapel Hill to occur here.

The Department of Housing is here to serve us and should be
our greatest champion when it comes to fighting for our safety. All
students — not just those who qualify for specialty housing or can
afford an apartment-style residence hall — need to be protected,
and protected quickly.

Web site helps pick
the right candidates

hanks to two sites on the World Wide Web, citizens have
Tone less excuse not to vote in the upcoming primaries or in
November’s general election.

On www.govote.com, visitors indicate their position on such
issues as abortion, gun control and gays in the military. The site
then ranks the presidential candidates in order according to how
your views match with theirs, based on the answers to your sur-
vey. Vote.com offers a more complex (and slightly more tedious)
quiz, with the same end result of matching you with the candidate
whose ideals best match yours,

GoVote.com has the advantage of offering a side-by-side com-
parison chart of the candidates’ opinions and even tells you your
political philosophy. Both sites organize information about the
candidates and the latest news about them concisely and in a way
that’s quick and easy to browse.

So if you aren’t sure yet for whom to cast your vote, take a
trip to one of these sites. While no five-minute survey can com-
pletely replace reading the news and keeping up with the candi-
dates yourself, at least the sites negate the excuse that you don’t
have time to make an informed decision.
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‘Someone who knows-how to shop for a car —
they're going to get the best price.’

Pat Johnson, Galeana senior sales representative
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Campus Issues

IM changes USC relationships

eturning
R}r’ ome
rom a
date at Harper’s
and a movie can
end with a more
modern option
of “Will you call
me?" Now, it's
“Be sure to IM
me to tell me
you got home
safely.” What?
Michael no
longer tells §g
Suzie he'll take £S5
her out next
week, but rather
MDawg35 kiss-
es Suzie(Q)222 and offers hope of an e-greet-
ing to tell of his feelings for her and the
potential for another date. He will “eye-
emm” her, phonetically, if she’s lucky.
This, of course, means that he will send
her an instant message via the computer
when he gets home to tell her whether he
wants to see her again. (They might even
start to call each other by their IM names;
I sometimes do.)

The America Online Instant Mes-
senger is a highly recognizable medium
these days, taking the place of phone calls
and person-to-person activity. It is a way
to communicate in actual time with oth-
er people and is available for free to any-
one with Intemet access. In fact, on-cam-
pus students who use the USC computer
“backbone” for online activity can keep
themselves online for endless hours, some-
times days, without disconnecting or plug-
ging up their phone line. It’s constant in-
teraction — it’s convenient, it’s fun and it
can be abused as a casual form of stalking,
L00.

AIM makes sure mystery no longer
exists in the lives of Intemet users. The
problems of homesickness, parental advi-
sory and relationship restrictions are im-
proved because of IMing. (Yes, to IM is
now a verb, an inclusion in our everyday
vocabulary, comparable with other ex-
amples of brand-name exposure like to
“Xerox a copy” or “Febreeze a jacket.”)

Different symbols of
heritage offensive

First of all, we have all heard the angu-
ments both for and against the Confederate
flag. Some of the the quotes in “What Stu-
dents Say:" in today's issue were, to say
the least, ignorant. I had decided to quit dis-
cussing this issue any further, But then I saw
a African-American student walking next to
me with a T-shirt that had the Confederate
flag done in African colors. It read as fol-
lows: UNDERSTAND? Can you please print
an article explaining just what this “NuSouth”
logo isall about? Many Southemers are of-
fended by this. Whatever the meaning, |
know fora fact that it is not doing much to
bring to an end the racial tension that
many students here at USC feel.

Tracy Little
Bus iness Sophomore

Best friends who split ways for college can
IM one another cross-country.

Parents can keep tabs on their college
kids ezsily, for many AIM users leave “away
messages’” (o prompt a text display mes-
sage of their choice, of any variety, to any-
one who tries to IM them. Parents
know when you're on the Sig Ep hall or
eating at the Grand Marketplace, if you
leave that information on your away mes-
sage. Ah, yes, and jealous boyfriends know,
L00.

College relationships have changed
because of this phenomenon; people can
easily be bombarded with IMs (the noun
abbreviation) the second they sign onto
the computer. What to do — ignore or con-
front the barrage? Confronting takes up
valuable time and ignoring leads to negli-
gence, which runs rampant when one per-
son IMs someone and ignores another.
Hey, sometimes IM windows get hidden
on-screen, but sometimes people get bla-
tantly ignored, and then feelings get hurt
and fights abound. Others try to talk to
too many people at once and start con-
fusing their conversations, which is
nothing but bad news. AIM, of course, of-
fers a remedy, which enables the user to
block certain people from viewing them
online. This is a fine idea, until that one
deemed unworthy of your IMs starts chat-
ting with someone who is simultaneously
chatting with your best friend, who is chat-
ting with you, and then you're busted and
trauma ignites.

How can we fight this feeling of pri-
vacy invasion? By getting off AOL's fun,
addictive and possibly destructive toy, AIM,
I suppose. Butit’s just too much fun. Away
messages of my favorite “buddies” are too
entertaining to fight off; sometimes, I jump
online to grab a bit of “Dawson’s Creek"
profundity to carry me through a tough
day. Others’ personal profiles, some up-
dated daily, can give me a taste of scoop
so much more meaningful than a “Gener-
al Hnsp:tal' " weekly recap. Plus, what
if, when I sign onto Instant Messenger, one
of my pals wants to e-mail me 2Pac’s lat-
est, unreleased MP3 song? Is a moment
of online exposure not worth a killer ad-
dition to my online song library, some fun
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"YOURE BEING NEGATIVE"

gossip and a few flirtatious gestures with
some guys I met in Five Points weeks
before? Of courseit’s worthit! Who does-
n't love to be showered in good music and
fun times? But, oh, I'm late for work and,
oops, I didn’t get my homework done. My
professors no longer care what MerDavis50
got accomplished online, because [ am now
struggling - capital “S™"

Yes, IMing can be time-consuming,
worthless and just another distraction to
college life. We might stay up later in the
evening and have less energy because of
it, and we might be more available to peo-
ple when we just want to seem a little mys-
terious. Anyone who shares my fondness
for AIM, however, understands that its at-
tributes are much stronger than just a few
typed words and funny downloads. Un-
enlightened IM-hating people angue that
AIM takes away from personal interac-
tion, a valid point. However, some of my
most meaningful relationships have only
been enhanced by the online experience,
and I am surrounded by [M-obsessed peo-
ple with otherwise rather interesting lives.
Who wants to talk on the phone and be
obligated to offer full, undivided attention
when we can chat with several people at
once, type a paper and research our fa-
vorite hobby, all at the same time - not to
mention being able to have the television
on in the background and download a mix
of our most treasured and hard-to-find
“one-hit wonders” by the revolutionary
music program Napster?

In all cases, the IM wins out. Let the
IMing long live on and let the Napster be-
come more popular so we can all share
music in unity (by the way, it's www.nap-
ster.com). Computers might be viewed as
evil and dating might be hurting a bit from
the emergence of such a program, but AIM
has contributed a whole new level of in-
clusiveness and belonging to the social un-
dergraduate experience, especially for
freshmen.

IM hooked.

-IM entertained.
IM MerDavisS0 - wanna chat?
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’Utopia
doesn’t
exist’

'm convinced §
Ioflhe fact that
we, the citizens §

of America, do live
in the greatest
country the world
has ever known.
Today’s civi-
lization is one of
great wealth, a
flourishing econo-
my and peace, es-

compared to the
rest of the world.

In the past cen-
tury, Americans
have never had to fight a war in their home
country, struggle for independence or suf-
fer through a great famine. :

Since time began, hunger, war and qual-
ity of life have been major stumbling blocks
for countries, as well as empires, to over-
come. America, the only true current world
power, is presently safe from these hard-
ships.

However, in this day and age, Ameni-
cans aren 't satisfied. We all want something
for nothing. I'm sick and tired of people in
this country wanting special privileges.

We take advantage of the fact that we
live in a democracy that caters to our évery
need. We take advantage of the fact that
we have a Constitution that is a living,
breathing document. It has been amend-
ed 26 times.

. This means that our lawmakers have
changed the rules on us 26 times for our

| better interest. In the past, laws were al-

|
|

most never changed without bloodshed.

Nowadays, there are thousands of po-
litical interest groups, each vying for a piece
of the pie, wanting to make “their side”
come out on top. Come out on top of what?
The government?

Everyone wants to be heard, without
hearing anyone else. I've always been taught
to listen before I speak.

This, however, is not the way of the
state [ live in. [ live in a state that spends
the majority of its time and money debat-
ing over a battle flag that flies on top of the
Statehouse.

It’s a flag that unless, you're sitting in
traffic or have enough time to take a walk,
is almost never seen by the people who live ,
near it.

It’s a flag that is a symbol of the War
between the States that happened 150 years
ago, splitting the nation up between the
North and the South and costing thousands
of young and old men their lives in a time
where war was extremely brutal and bar-
baric.

This country hasnever seen eye to eye
on issues. Human nature is a selfish one.
But then again, our country teaches us to
be this way.

It's called the American dream. But
the truth is, the American dream has left
the majority of us with a bitter taste in our
mouths.

One can't run for president, much less
office, unless he or she has political con-
nections, is very wealthy or has been
well educated at several institutions.

The average Joe can’t run the country.
So in order to make our dream work, we'll
run people over, form groups to have on
“our side” and do anything at all costs so
we come out on top.

Thus, this is the potpourri of a demo-
graphic portrait that is our nation.

I don’t live by these rules. As a Chris-
tiun, I have been instilled with the teach-
ings of humility, kindness and love. With a
little understanding and listening from the
“other side,” we can understand a lot from
each other. We'll never be a country that
lives in a Utopian society. Utopia doesn’t
exist in this life.

So in the meantime, we all should do
our best to look before we cross the street,
thump all the oranges in the store before
deciding on one because of its looks and
even try clothes on before we buy them,
If we can do these things, we’ll come to
understand other people.

Maybe we'll also understand that peo-
ple nowhere live in the kind of luxury that
we live in today. But, still, we find issues
to fight over without caring what the oth-
er side has to say.
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