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City Year's sixth unnual Serve-a-thon took place Saturday
morming.

Rochelle Brown, City Year’s director of public relations,
suid the Serve-u-thon unites the Columbia community while
giving people the chance Lo do service work throughout the

1Ly,
w0 It an excellent opportunity for everyone Lo get involved
Wilh the community, to make a difference and to see what the
Community needs,” Brown said.

+ “I think it is an absolutely wonderful event. I just fell in love
Wilh it and City Year when | volunteered in ‘95, she said.

About 85 teams and 1,500 participants worked together at
various locations around Columbia for about five hours.
+. City Year planned 50 service projects for Saturday. Teams
Partcipated in projects like cleaning and organizing Gallery 701
communily center, tutoring people at the South Carolina De-
partment ol Juvenile Justice No. 3, planting trees along Main
Street, serving as shell readers al the Richland County Public
Library and helping with Walk for Mental Health Awareness.

According to Brown, several USC organizations created
teams this year.

“Typically, we have 10 to 15 groups from USC come oul
each year and do the event,” Brown said.

A liberal arts University 101 class was one of those groups
Lo participate, Peer leader Maryunne Rhett had participated in
the event for two years, and she got students and NADA resi-
dents involved. University 101 students have a requirement Lo
perform community service, and residents of NADA, an on-
campus international living community, also have a require-
ment to fulfill.

I thought it was a great way [or my University 101 stu-
dents o meet some of the intemational students and give back
to the community,” Rhett said.

The students sepurated into different groups and worked
al the Carolina’s Children Garden, part of Clemson Universi-
ty’s research program to teach children about gardening,

“I planted the front part of the children’s garden. It wasn’t
that bad. I felt pretty good about helping out,” international
studies freshman Ingrid Mitchell said.

Working with a team rom WIS, Rhett’s team helped do ba-
sic gardening. They planted pansies, pulled weeds and did
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Food prices: A comparison
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Students who compare USC Dining
Services’ prices with those at other ven-
dors will find campus pricesto be higher.

According 1o Liz Bohlke, Marriout’s
resident district manager, the prices for
on-campus food ire competitive with such
convenience stores as Cilgo.

Every year, Murriolt Dining Services
does n comparative analysis with those
stores and keeps the prices at USC the
same or lower, Bohlke said.

Still, some on-campus prices are high-
er than those at local grocery stores. For
example:

* A 15-ounce kox of Kellogg's Corn
Pops Cereal costs $1.99 at Food Lion; a

10.9-0unce box costs $5.09 at the
Country Store,

* Dannon Yogurt is 99 cents on
campus, but 69 cents at Bi-Lo

* A small bag of chips is 79 cents on
campus, but 30 cents at Publix.

The cost of a 2.5-ounce Celebrity
Turkey sindwich at Andy's Deli, on Greene
Street, is $2.25, while the price of the
sume size Healthy Choice sandwich at
The Grand Marketplace is $3.05. Rising
High Natural Bread Company, on Hard-
en Street, sells 2.75-ounce Sam Lee turkey
sandwiches for $4.99.

According to Bolilke, higher prices at
The Grand Markel Place are caused in
part by labor costs,

% Prices aren’t always higher on cam-
pus, though. For example, Chick-Fil-A
sells grilled chicken sandwiches for $2.51
at ofl-campus locations and $2.39 on cam-

Pus.
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“The Gamecock priced food items from the Rosewood Drive Piggly
Wiggly. the Harden Street Food Lion, the Five Pomts Citgo and the
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Pizza Hut sells a personal pan pizzi
with any topping for $3.14 off campus and
between $2.60 and $2.90 on campus.

Bohlke sad all students won't bene-
fit from eating on campus.

“It depends on the eater,” she suid,
“It’s definitely convenient. Students don't
have Lo prepare anything. Additionally,
students don’t have to go anywhere, We
offer what you can get somewhere
else.”

Nevertheless, some students preler to
buy groceries and prepare their own meals,

I choose to buy my own groceries
because the campus meal plan is way
Loo expensive,” psychology sophomore
Sabrina Moss siud,

“It’s cheaper ta buy my own food off
campus and to make it mysell. That way
I know I will eat it because the campus

The first Campus Cleanup
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Volunteers gather Friday In front of the Russell House to participate

In USC's first Campus Cleanup.
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meal-

plan [ood is not very good,” she said.

Another concern of students is the
way the meal plan is structured. The more
meals per week students have on their
meal plans, the less they pay for meals,

For example, a student with a 21-meal
plan pays about $2.72 per meal. Students
witha 14-meal plan pay more than $3.83
per meal, and students with a 5-meal plan
pay $5.69 per meal.

Bohlke said the 21- and 16-meal plans
are the better deal.

“Overall, it's very easy lo go over
on your meal plan because things tend
(o be overpriced,” nursing sophomare Jen-
nifer Johnson said.

There's a [ood advisory [orum for stu-
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The U.S. Ambassador 1o Greal Britain
and Northem Ireland visited Columbia on
Wednesday, encouriging schools to focus
on safety and business leaders Lo think
globally.

Philip Lader, 2 South Carolina native,
give Lhe keynote acklress al the Safe Schools
Conlference to about 1,000 of the state’s
teachers at the Clarion Townhouse Ho-
tel, He urged them to take uction against
the nation's recent trend of school vio-
lence.

Lader said that by implementing char-
acter education for students, tragedies like
the Columbine shootings in Littleton, Co-
0., could be prevented.

“We shouldn’t have to wait Lo have
70,000 people mourning at 13 unerals
before we [ocus on the roots of violence

t) 08

mulching. They also helped to rebuild some fences.

“By the end of the day, I think everybody had a lot of fun.
They'd gotten a lot out of it,” Rhett said.

Another University 101 peer leader, Allison Smith, agreed
with Rhell,

“We did a lot,” Smith said. “We got so much done, it wis
unbelievable. [ think everyone fell really rewarded.”

Rhett’s team helped get pledges, as did all participants,
Through such fund rasing, City Year hopes to reach its goal of
$60,000. The money gained will be used by City Yeur Corps
for its projects over the next seven months.

“We are lurly conlident that we will meel our goals this
yeuar," Brown sad.

In 1998, the goals were met, ind the Columbia branch got
an award lor best Serve-a-thon in the nation. Columbia is the
only City Year chapter in the South of the 11 City Years na-
tionwide,

City Year is for young people ages 17 Lo 24 who dedicate
10 months of their time to community service. Each of the 50
members performs 1,700 hours of community service a year,
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Jamie Gethen works barefoot at Finlay Park on
Saturday during the annual City Year Serv-a-thon.
Gethen sald she was barefoot so she wouldn't get
her new shoes dirty. %

AAAS, Greek organizations celebrate their heritage
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Zeta Phi Beta perform thelr first-place-winning step routine Friday at the annual Step Off competition In
the Carolina Coliseum. Zeta Phi Beta took:first place and $1,200, while Alpha Ki Alpha won second
place and $400. For fraternities, Alpha Phl Alpha won first place and Kappa Alpha Psl won second.

U.S. ambassador promotes school safety, global thinking

in schools,” Lader said. “Students should  lege, Benedict Col-
better understand the consequences of  lege, the Columbia
their actions.” Urban League, the
Lader said the keys to understanding  League of Women

are offering more public-service oppo- Voters and the
World Affairs

tunities for students, as well as teaching
them the basics of nght and wrong in
the classroom through literiry classics.

“There needs to be more emphmis on
connecting the ‘me’ with the ‘we,"™" Lad-
er said, adding that each child m-.m be
made to leel he orshe is part of the
community. “We should not allow any
student to feel isolated.” ~

In the alternoon, Lader tumed his at-
tention Lo U.S, and British trade issues in
an elfort o “help schools, colleges and
businesses develop more links with Eu-
rope.”

Lader addressed a-group of 300 rep-
resentatives from USC, Columbia Col-

Council, empha-
sizing the impor-
tance ol global
trucle.

He said Co-
lumbia needs Lo
adopt a more glob-
al perspective in
order Lo thrive in
the current Euro-

nies,”

pean-dominated economy.

“One in 12 American factory work-
ers are employed by European compa-
Lader sad. “Just drive along [-85,
and you'll see that.”

Lader said few people realize the im-
portance of British and Americun trade.

*More than 1 million Americans go
to work every day for British companies
[like] Holiday Inn, Burger King, Hugen-
Dazs dnd Pillsbury,” Luder said.

While global trade might be of little

‘We should not
allow any stu-
dent to feel
isolated.’

interest Lo college students whao don’t
study business administration or politi-

cul science, Lader said that eventually,

Philip Lader
U.S. Ambassador  avery aspect of international business
would be impossible to ignore.

“Every one of these issues will impact
the careens and security of USC students,”

Lader said.
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Are you fed up with this

year’s hurricane
season?

Go to www.gamecock.sc.edu to

vote in this week's poll.
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