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Perhaps more impressive than mak-
ing the NCAA tournament three out of
the past four years is Christopher’s career
record.

Going into the 1999 campaign,
Christopher is just six wins shy of 300 for
her career.

She won't have to wait long for that
milestone, if what preseason practice
indicated is true.

“The team is very ready to compete.

This was the best preseason I've ever had
here,” she said. “The team is more ag-
gressive, athletic and team-oriented than
any I've coached in a long time. In fact,
the type of preseason we had reminded
me of the one we had in 1990 at West
Texas State, when we won the National
Championship,” she said.

So with the Lady Gamecocks’ potent
combination of experience and incoming
talent, their goals of cracking into the top
25 in the country and advancing to the
Sweet 16 could become a reality in 1999.

Olymplc sports result in most hazing
in college athletics, survey reveals

BY JOSEPH WHITE
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WasHiNGTON, D.C. = Researchers were
stunned enough to learn that 80 percent
of college athletes are hazed. Even
more surprising is the list of sports in which
athletes are most at risk.

Swimming, diving, soccer and lacrosse
topped a nationwide hazing survey re-
leased Monday by Alfred University. Track,
fepcing and golf were at the bottom. The

and destruction of property, to ques-

tionable acts like yelling and cursing at
freshmen or forcing them to wear em-
barrassing clothing.

Sixty percent of the athletes who
responded said they took part in criminal,
dangerous and/or alcohol-related hazing.

*It’s appalling what's going on,” said
Ron Stratten, the NCAA's vice president
for education services. :

The study also found that men were
more at risk than women and that haz-
ing was more likely in the East or South,

“The coaches have a specific role to
fulfill here, whether they like it or not,”
he said.

Stratten said the NCAA has planned
no specific legislation in response to the
study, but will address the issue with the
colleges.

*“We're going to raise the bar with re-
gard to our knowledge of this issue, ” Strat-
ten said.

The study defined hazing as “any ac-
tivity expected of someone joining a group
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