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Come on, everybody’s
doing it. See your name in
bold print. Demand your
15 minutes. Write us,
GCKVIEWS@SC.EDU.
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QUOTE, UNQUOTE

“Because of all the conflict and
problems, my mother hasn't *
seen her parents in 20 yeéars.”"

Mishaal Awwad, HRTA juraor;.

Jordanian citizen
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Senators might try
to define morality

The Senate [§g
can't agree on
whether to censure
President Clin- |
ton, norcan it even |
agree to what de-
gree it cannot agree
on whether to cen-
sure him.

Depending on
which senator gets
to the press first

fice and cost the
taxpayers millions
of dollars.

The articles of
impeachment don’t
list crimes that are
immoral; they list
| erimes that violate
| the ethical code of
the most important

job in the world.
.|  Onesenator has
even said that a

each morning, a
censure agreement
is “a rose that is beginning to wilt”
(Larry Craig, R-Idaho) or “pick-
ing up support” (John Chafee,
R-R.I.). And certainly no one
agrees on what to actually put
in the thing if they can get that
far.

But a recurring theme in Belt-
way chatter is the “immorality”
of his crimes. The president has
been befriended, by people who
have no stake in the matter, be-
cause he's being persecuted for a
“victimless” erime, and every time
senators try to make the presi-
dent’s crimes “immoral,” they di-
lute the gravity of Clinton’s ac-
tions and fuel the fire that
victimizes the man who's supposed
to have left no victims.

The articles of impeachment
don’t list crimes that have no vic-
tims. Student parking tickets are
evidence of victimless crimes; Clin-
ton, on the other hand, has hurt
his employees, disgraced the of-

censure resolution
is an opportunity to define the
morality of America.

Politicians defining the moral-
ity of America? Every time sena-
tors makes a statement like that,
they undermine the fact that
the trial is not about sex.

This impeachment trial is
about lying, it’s about arrogance,
it’s about the abuse of power (even
though that article didn't make
it), it’s about a president dis-
gracing the office.

It has nothing to do with
morals, and every time a sena-
tor tries to make a Sunday school
lesson out of this trial, he twists
the government’s structure fur-
ther out of the shape the found-
ing fathers built for this country.

Our Constitution was designed
so that this country’s chief exec-
utive may be held accountable by
the voters for “immorality” if so
they choose; the legislators may
punish acts and acts alone.

Journahsm class
rights old wrong

It's nice to see
our generation do-
ing good.

Journalism stu-
dents in an inves- | =
tigative journalism |
class at North- |
western have re- |~
searched and ulti- |
mately freed aman |
on death row. The |
inmate, who had

rarely take action
to fix the problems
that plague our so-
| ciety. We are more
- | reactive than pro-
| active:
Soit’s wonderful
| to see some stu-
dents, members of
our generation,
working to improve
another individ-
ual’s life for the

been wrongly con-
victed, was on death row for more
than 15 years.

Writers, psychologists and ed-
ucators have found terms for the
younger generations: Generation
X, Generation Y. They might as
well call us the “failed generation”
or the “generation of complaints.”

Our generation is immersed in
an epidemic of AIDS, drug-ad-
dicted babies, child murderers and
other negative issues that char-
acterize us to the rest of the world.
And when we arise from our no-
torious apathy to complain, we

sake of justice and convictions.

This man owes his life not to
lawyers, activists or a guilty man
who decided to confess.

He was freed by members of
Generation X and their professor
who decided to take action against
something they viewed as unjust.

These students went beyond
the present-day stereotypes to
prove the skeptics wrong.With
more people like them, our gen-
eration might be able to turn its
reputation around — and the world
along with it.

The Gamecock

g Serring diwe Gearnlia Chnniionity sinve 15608

The Gameuock i e student sewspuper of T U iiversi of Soutly Estoling and s pubslished Monday, Wodnesday wid
Friclay' during the Tall ind sprisig somostens and fivis time durng e sommien with the exoepdion of anivieity: belidsys and e
preribe COpiminm cxprised @ The Camondk ane toss of the eclioe or uibion and oo hese of The Uninccrsey ol Soath Caiingg
The Bomnd of Suden Publications and Communications s the putsbishor of The Gamecock, The Drepanment of Student Modi s

et it 1% b cEpnidion

STUDENT MEDIA
RUSSELL HOUSE

usc
COLUMBIA, SC 29208

The Gamecock Al e ooedes e 80
Sara Ladenhelm Eelttir in iyl Emily Streyer A Vi pamnes | ==
Rob Glolelll Vichegedunts Feliter Kevin Langston e ! h.u:l'a'e::ul:r
Kenley Young News Flitie Rachel Helwig At e il GVt
Brad Waliers Now's Flitnr Clayion Kale View s cririah
Nathan Brown Spuarfi Felitr Brock Vergakis Tl Nt Fidition selifea v
Erin Reed Fisitnnes dulir. Charlie Wallace Sews RN
Rub Lindsey Fositiones Eelipor Katy Evans At Fisstwars Eiliivrs SeDinrsie vl
Sean Rayford Phauny Bttt Peneshia Graham Fie TIT-AULA
Matt Ryan Lpaltine Bt Ashion June Al il il picherc i el
Kristin Freestite iy Desk Chif Ann Marle Miani S 7
Todd Money G Faditior Jennifer Stanley Nxsciial Prrokds '
Rebecca Cronican Cagme Balidvr Cramdinar | Onlinge TIT42RAA
Student Medla
Ellen Parsons I hmxctor of Jason Curry Cnsaline Nervices Adhvattlsing TTT-ANKH
Meevedvard Myclice Kathy VanNostrand( nuatie Yrlos
Lee Phipps  Adivrtivniy Meoager Sherry Holmes  Classifivnd Manaper | Classilivd Tt
Susan King Crbnine It Carolyn Gellfin  Huggisniss Muiger
Susan Barreit forverfing: Sermices Erik Collins Fucriliy Addvisor % TIa2
Daniel Brown it Semars Jefl Stensband ey Assistant | Mike ST AN
r o i

-

VALENTINES ...

_ SEAN DELUNA Staff Cartoonist

Hangovers make the night last all day

nks to all the drug education
programs we had'in high school,
most of us are aware of all the
long-term
dangers of
abusing al-
cohol. Alco-
holism, de-
pression and
liver dam-
age are just
a few of the
health prob-
lems strong
drink can
bring about.
But there
is one prob-
lem they didn’t seem to mention in
my sophomore health class: hangovers,
I guess they think you will learn for
yourself what it feels like to wake up
with your head in a vice grip and your
mouth as dry as the Sahara.

Like every other sane person in the
world, I originally dreaded this morn-
ing torture session. I would make at-
tempts to control my drinking and then
consume lots of water before I went to
bed. But over the past few years, I've
come to an agreement with those week-
Iy bouts of the “T'm never going to drink
agam syndrome. I don't necessarily
enjoy my hangovers now, but I can

ROB GIOIELLI
colummist

endure them. And I've learned they can
actually have some good points.
Throughout my college career, some
of my best times have been sitting
around with some good friends and just
drinking a couple dozen beers. I enjoy
these times as much as ever, but in cer-
tain situations, the next morning can

be just as good a time.

1 love waking up on a Saturday
morning after a night of drunken de-
pravity. My roommates and I sit around,
all woozy and disoriented, blindly reach-
ing for the juice and cigarettes. But soon
enough, our brains try to start fune-
tioning, and we try to recall what
happened the night before. Soon we
start laughing as we remind each oth-
er of what we actually did, then we
laugh even more trying to figure out
why we did it. The bonding that occurs
was just like the night béfore, Exgept

“This freshman, obviously wise beyond
his years, argued how a hangover was.
the best excuse to do nothing all day.”

As many know, even after you've
drunk 23 glasses of water and the
headache is gone, that monkey is still
with you for most of the day. As a friend
once so accurately described it, it’s like
you're a radio, but with a hangover:
You've been tuned just a little bit off
perfect reception,

Usually, the only thing I'm able to
do is loaf around, I have no energy to
leave the house except to maybe grab
some food. I know cable television
was invented for people like me. With
80 channels, I can sit around in my un-

this time we actually remember what - ~derwear all day without a care in the

happens.

Earlier this year, my friend’s little
sister was telling me how she hated
hangovers. I disagreed, trying to
point out their good points. Her
boyfriend backed me up with an excel-
lent point. This freshman, obviously
wise beyond his years, argued how-a
hangover was the best excuse-to do noth-
ing all day.

world. I used to give myself a guilf trip
about these days I would completely
waste. But most attempts to study or
be productive are futile. The most I can

pull together is throwing away the emp-

ty beer cans at about 5 in the afternoon. .

This is how I prefer to spend my
hangovers, but unfortunately, the slack-
er paradise can only be a reality on the
-weekends. Most days, Thave to do some-

thing, even if it is just making an ap-
pearance in class.

On days like these, depending on
how early one has to rise, the hangover
can be vicious. The same factors that
can make it so enjoyable on the wéek-.
ends make it an abomination on the
days when responsibility actually takes
precedence over laziness.

TI've gone to work at 7 in the morn-
ing thinking I would have enough mir-
acles for sainthood if I made it through
the day. Early-morning classes have
beckoned after some midweek booze
tps, and I'll sit ia the Back with
bloodshot eyes, hoping the professor re-
alized I wasn't able to be my normal,
opinionated self.

I realize that college life will soon
be over and that I won't have the Jux-
ury of drinking and being hungover
with such frequency. But I'll still rev-
el in those days when my stomach was
doing somersaults, there was a bass
drum in my head and football was on
television all day long. =

Term ‘moral authonty has no authority

ne phrase that has been thrown
around like a bad ventriloquist’'s
voice during the past year by
commenta-
tors both
professional
and ama-
teur is the
buzzword
“moral au-
thority.”
The presi-
dent has
compro-
mised his
“moral au-
thority” asa
result of the

EMILY STREYER

columnist

Lewinsky scandal.

The president no longer has the
“moral authority” to command support
for his actions in the Middle East.
The president is regaining some of his
“moral autherity,” and from the polls,
mind you. I don't know what “moral au-
thority” is supposed to be, but if one
gets it from high poll ratings, I don't
think I want it. I don’t think I want my
president to have it, either,

SG candidate
treated unfairly

To the Editor:

Despite the triumphs and valiant
efforts of The Gamecock to publish clear
and unbiased news, occasionally the
context of a story can be blurred. As a
friend and fraternity brother, Norm
Jones has always accepted responsi-
bility in his role as philanthropy chair
of Delta Tau Delta. His integrity and
genuins compassion for others de-

Why are we so concerned about
moral authority and whether our lead-
ers have it? I realize, certainly, that our
leaders, whether they are statesmen
(ha), athletes, clergy, artists or intel-
lectuals, are leaders precisely because
we look up to them, and people have a
need for leaders not merely to get things
done, but for inspiration and guidance.
But what exactly does “moral authori-
ty™ have to do with it?

Because I'm still not sure what, ex-
actly, “moral authority” means, I parse
the phrase for its literal meaning, Au-
thority over morals? Authority exer-
cised in a moral manner? Authority on
moral issues?

And what morals have to dowith a
crisis in the Middle East has got me,
too. I suppose that because war is not
a nice thing and military action involves,
to paraphrase Rush Limbaugh, break-
ing things and hurting people, which
are also not nice things, that people
need someone who has moral authori-
ty, like President Clinton, to say it's
okay to do those mean things. For the
sake of morals? Or for the global econ-
omy, balance of world power (which is
pretty good coming from us) or the pre-
vention of a worse war?

“I don’t know what ‘moral authority’ is,
but if one gets it from high poll ratmgs,
I don’t think I want it.”

Authonity certainly has its uses, but
I'm not sure “moral” authority is a good

* thing. My radical idea is that people

should think for themselves, and that
includes ereating personal moral codes
that do not violate other people’s rights.
The only moral authority a person
should have is over his or her own. And
every person should have authority over
his or her own morals.

No one talks about “ethical” au-
thority, which I could understand more
than “moral™ authority. Ethics of office
are far easier to defend than morals
of office. Ethics pertain to a group and
can be dictated. Morals cannot.

Morals don't 1ast. Rights last. Just
in the past few decades in this country,
the “immorality” of homosexuality, athe-
ism, women in the workplace and black
people in the front of the bus has crum-
bled as the rights of more people have
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been increased and continue to strength-
en. Americans become more open-mind-
ed, and some peaple, those who prob-
ably know what “moral authority” is
and have more of it than I do, think
we're going to hell for it. Progress is an
exchange of morals for rights:

And I think that's a good thing.
Morals I can take care of on my own;
rights, I need someone to acknowledge
or else I expend an awful lot of energy.

So who cares if President Clinton
has lost his “moral authority” or gotten
it back, or if the Senate doesn’t have
the “moral authority” to convict him?
Let’s skip the morals and stick to the
facts. I care about more concrete things:
President Clinton has lied and ob-
structed justice. These acts might of-
fend morals, but more importantly, they
violate rights and a code of ethies. “Moral
authority” is just a buzzword.
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fines his character. In response to the 2) In response to postings in the Hu- It is obvious that the entire context

SG violations article of the Feb. 10 edi-
tion, senate candidate Norm Jones was
unfairly portrayed on two accounts:
1) Preceding his response in his tes-
timony before the Elections Commis-
sion, Jones stated, “In all honesty.” Hon-
esty — something we haven't seen much
of in politics over the last year,
Rather than try to be truthful yet
misleading, Jones was completely hon-
est in his testimony. Jones admitted an
error and took action to correct the in-
cident.
Jj
,,

manities Building, Jones simply point-
ed out that others had posted in the
same location and should be warned
before they, too, were slapped with a
violation.

The reasoning for his posting in Hu-
manities was out of respect for a cus-
todian who instructed Jones' staff on
areas where it would be acceptable to
post and would not require the custo-
dian to remoye the posters. Again, Jones
accepted full responsibility for these ac-
tions without relying on an excuse.

iy
i

of a story cannot be printed because
of space limitations, but, as in this in-
stance, sometimes stories can un-
knowingly be portrayed through a crit-
ical lens. I commend you on your efforts
of elections coverage. It is vital for the
student body to be informed of the is-
sues that govern our daily routines.
However, the press should always ex-
ercise caution when delivering the news,

Graham Newman
English Sophomore
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