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*The Moiseyev Dance Company,
Russia’s finest folk dance compa-
ny. 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Koger
Center. $18 for adults, $12 for stu-
dents.
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J. Strom Thurmond and J. Edgar
Hoover have more in common than a
first initial in their names.

While ruling the FBI with an iron
fist and utter secrecy that could be
likened to the Gestapo, Hoover suc-
cessfully made Hollywood accountable
for certain actions that were deemed
“anti-American” in the 1950s and 1960s.
Film studios, writers, actors and mu-
sicians were all subjected to his prying
G-men and their questionable tactics.
These men were then brought before
Thurmond’s Judiciary Committee,

gation lobbyist,

The resurgence of the Vietnam con-
flict and the growing unrest of the 1960s
brought Thurmond and Hoover together
one last time for an incident that would
lead to one of the most famous visa-
holders in the country being brought
before the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee to explain why he should remain in
the United States.

Hoover had been preoccupied with
the Beatles for most of the last years of

__his life.

Their initial “invasion” had been a
subject of interest to Hoover.

He didn’t like their haircuts, ae-
cording to recently publicized FBI files,
and thought they would bring noth-
ing but trouble to the United States
with their brand of rock 'n’ roll.

Thurmond had been too busy in the
latter part of the 1960s to concern him-
self with rock ‘n’ roll.

Special ro The Gameco
Strom Thurmond and then-President Richard Nixon in April 1968, after
Nixon asked Thurmond to lead the “Southern strategy” for winning the
1968 presidential election.

Actively participating in Goldwa-
ter's 1964 campaign and later provid-
ing an instrumental endorsement of
Richard Nixon in 1968, Thurmond’s in-
terests were focused more on the Re-
publican Party, as he had recently (1964)
become leader of the Southern Caucus.

After he successfully mafieuvered
the “Southern strategy” to win votes
among segregationists and integra-
tionists alike, Thurmond turned his at-
tention to his primary jobs as a sena-
tor: Judiciary Committee and Armed
Services Committee member.

It was at this point, weeks before
Hoover's death
and the last true

Committee members two weeks before
Hoover died.

It remained a mere passing of words
for nearly a year and a half after his
death.

Thurmond had been the only mem-
ber of the committee to contact Hoover
prior to his passing on the issue of
Lennon and his possible conspiracy
against the United States.

Lennon had been accused by Hoover
of creating anti-American sentiments
in his militant anti-war activism.

That activisnr was compounded
by Hoover's insistence that marijua-
na was a leading reason Lennon's be-
havior could be so altered.

It was true that Lennon was an an-
ti-war activist and had participated
in several rallies, most notably in Toron-
to, Canada, in 1971, two years after
Hoover's death.

His previous anti-Vietnam state-
ments had-been released after the 1968

Democratic Convention in Chicago, and
merely stated his sympathies for those
who were “denied peace.”

Thurmond paid attention to Lennon
and decided to pursue Lennon’s inten-
tions in America.

Launching an investigation into the
ex-Beatle's purpose in this country,
Thurmond began one of the most in-
teresting twists of 20th-century fate.
Lennon was, at first, highly coopera-
tive with the senator and his intentions,

However, he remained committed
to an anti-war campaign.

Marching at the 1972 Republican

National Conven-
tion in Miami,

found enough evidence to hold a com-
mittee hearing on immigration and the
status of non-resident aliens. Lennon,
who had long been a part-time resident
of New York City’s Dakota Apartments,
was seeking to stabilize his life and ap-
ply for citizenship.

His wife, Yoko Ono, was caught in
a bitter custody battle that required
her permanent status as an Ameri-
can citizen to be finalized.

Lenngn, who had proper work per-
mits o record and produce music in the
United States, was eager to become a
citizen and finalize his love for Amer-
ica, particularly New York.

Thurmond called Lennon to testi-
fy, and in a seven-day testimonial,
Lennon told of his past use of mari-
juana, his love of music, peace, life and
his wife, and his desire to remain in
America.

By the end of the hearings, Thur-
mond had actually been convinced by

Thurmond, Lennon share history
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the music hero that his being in the
United States was justifiable.

The committee voted to allow
Lennon to remain in the United States
as a permanent resident alien, with the
guarantee that he wouldn't be deport-
ed unless he was arrested or found to
have delivered fraudulent testimony to
the committee.

Lennon remained in New York for
the remainder of the 1970s and released
two more top-10 albums.

He was working on another album,
“Double Fantasy,” when he was gunned
down Dec. 1, 1980, in the country he
had grown to call his home.

Sen. Strom Thurmond sent a wreath
of red roses to Lennon’s memorial
service at Strawberry Fields, as it came
to be known, in Manhattan’s Central
Park.
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A Competition Open to all Students
Currently Enrolled in South Carolina
Institutions of Higher Education

Prize $300.00

The Winning Collection will be Exhibited
in the Thomas Cooper Library, University
of South Carolina, Columbia. Entry Forms
Must be Submitted by February 10, 1999.

For a set of Competition Guidelines

and Information on How to Enter,
‘ WTM m CONTACT:
Nancy Washington
meetS every Director of Publications
QUESTION OF THE WEEK: Thomss Cooper Library

University of South Carolina
Columbia, SC 29208

(803) 777-3142

Tuesday
7pm, Russell House, RM 201

for more information, call Michael @ 376-4803 .

wWho was the founder of the
Russian Empire?
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Be 2 Leader at USC...

Run for Student Government!

Filing for 2 Student Government Executive
Office or Senate Seat Begins Today:
Monday: January 25.
Information is in the Student Government
Office, Russell House Room 110.

Filing for Candidacy Starts Tot®

If I hurry,
maybe I can
make it to Nabi
before they

c:Ios:a| :

3 hours out of your: week
could earn you $65!

He’lp children, hemophﬂiacs '
- and heart patients who
~ receive products made from

. the plasma of our donors.

NABI BioMedical Centor
215 Assembly St., Columbla SC:28201
254-2280




